
February 13, 2022 
St. Mary’s Parish & School 

 
 
 

Staff Directory 
 

Pastor 
Father Stephen Sledesky ▪ Ext. 301 

 
Deacon 

Art Miller 
Deaconartmiller@gmail.com 

 
St. Mary’s School 

Principal Margaret Williamson  
mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net 

 

Stephen Ministry 
Linda Duff Ext. 114 

stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

For all other staff inquiries, please  
contact the Parish Office: 

Parish Office 
Heather Benedetti ▪ Ext. 306  

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

 
944 Hopmeadow Street 

www.stmarysimsbury.org 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
Office Hours:  

M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM; Fri 8:30 - 12:00  
 

Mass Times 
Mon—Th . ……………….. 8 AM 
Saturday ………...………...5 PM 

Sunday ………. 8, 9:30 and 11 AM 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday  3-4 PM 
 

Baptisms:  Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment 
Contact Heather in the Parish Office for more infor-

mation. 
 
 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
& Rosary 

Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass. You are encour-
aged to recite the Rosary privately for the welfare 

of the Church and Country. 
 
 

Prayer Requests: 
To request prayers for a family member or friend, 
email their name to the Parish Office. Names will 
be announced for one month. For continual pray-

ers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry. 
 

Mass Intentions  
Call the Parish Office to schedule a Mass. Recom-

mended offerings are $10.00/daily or $25.00/
weekend.     

 
 

 

All anniversaries are important.  
Please join us at the 9:30 AM 

Mass to celebrate your  
anniversary. 



 
Pray for the Sick 
Please pray for the following parishion-
ers/loved ones who are sick - Abby Har-
ris & Family, Maria O’Donnell,  Richard 
Valence & Jeremy Muinde-Pires. 
 

Deceased 
Please pray for Noel Moran. May he 
rest in the peace of Christ. 
 

Baptism  
We welcome Elowyn Shapiro who was 
baptized into Christ last week. 
 

  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 12 
5:00 PM † Lawrence  D’Amato 
                     By: O’Donnell  Family 
 
Sunday, February 13 
8:00 AM People  of St. Mary’s 
                              
9:30 AM Celebration of Marriage 
 
11:00 AM † Louise Giannini 
 By: Her Family 
 
Monday, February 14 
8:00 AM   † France Polistena 
 By: Louise Polistena D’Agosto 
 
Tuesday, February 15 
8:00 AM  † Phyllis Tureotte 
 By: Gloria Williams 
 
Wednesday, February 16 
8:00 AM † Peter Carey 
 By: George & Maxine Gaffney   
   
Thursday, February 17 
8:00 AM † Robert Williams 
 By:  His Family  
 
Saturday, February 19 
5:00 PM Susana Zajacz 
                     By: Her Family 
 
Sunday, February 20 
8:00 AM † Peg Lindberg 
                    By:  The Heanult Family 
                             
9:30 AM People of St. Mary 
 
11:00 AM  

 Many Thanks 
Thank-you to everyone who has donated gift cards 
for those in need.  Fr. Stephen receives requests 
often for assistance and your generosity makes it 
possible to help others.  Please contact the Parish 
Office if you could use a helping hand.  All requests 
for assistance are kept confidential. 

 

MyParish App Our St. Mary’s myParish app is available for 
iPhone and Android. Stay connected with our Parish throughout the 
week with instant notifications, parish calendar, the ability to share 
messages to your Facebook account. Also enjoy additional features 
like prayers, daily readings, helpful reminders to silence your phone 
before Mass or Confession, and much more. Strengthen your Parish 
life at St. Mary’s through this wonderful app. 

Egiving Contributions  
A sincere thank-you to parishioners of St. 
Mary’s  for their financial support 
through Egiving.  If your credit card infor-
mation changes, please remember to 
update your Egiving account. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact the Parish 
Office if you have any questions. 

 

Offertory  
The offertory collection for January was $55,552. The Catholic High 
School Collection was $3688.  Thank you to all who have continued to 
support the parish through Egiving and by the use of your weekly 
contribution envelopes.   



From the Pastor’s Desk…  
Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

This Sunday the annual contest between the two best teams in football commenc-
es. As the LA Rams take on the Cincinnati Bengals, over 100,000 spectators are 
expected to fill SoFi Stadium and over 100 million more will watch from Super 
Bowl parties at home. Individual ticket prices for attendees range from $6,400 to 
$147,000 with the average cost of tickets around $9,700, not to mention the cost 
of traveling there, lodging and meals while away. An additional $14-15 billion is 
expected to be spent on Super Bowl watch parties. The average cost of a 30 sec-
ond ad this year is hovering around $7 million. Players on the winning team will 
each receive $150,000 and those on the losing team $75,000 each for this one 
game. When combined with their other post-season compensation those figures 
increase to $300,000 and $250,000 respectively. And only heaven knows how 
much money will be exchanged through office pools, online gambling apps or oth-
er means of betting. Then there are those having no interest in football or the “big 
game” who host “alternate” Super Bowl events during that time, or perhaps go 
out to dinner and a movie instead of football. 
 
Now everybody enjoys a good game, and there certainly is nothing wrong with 
such entertainment. The sporting industry provides innumerable jobs for people 
at all levels of education, talent and expertise. Sports has the potential to teach 
our young people good values. There is much good that comes from sports. But 
maybe this weekend as we think about the incredible amount of money involved 
in this year’s Super Bowl, we might also take some time to think about those in 
our communities, our nation and around the globe, who could only dream of 
attending an event like this, who do not have a television or a home in which to 
watch the big game, and those who cannot afford food to feed their families let 
alone buy snacks for a Super Bowl party. Then there are those who hold down two 
and three low-wage jobs to make ends meet, while our football players receive 
more pay in one game than these folks will ever make in a year.  
 
In some parishes I have been in the past, and I know occasionally it has been done 
here in the past, on Super Bowl Sunday, parishes host “Souper Bowl” Sunday, col-
lecting donations and non-perishable goods to support local food pantries and 
soup kitchens. While we are not organized to do that this year, I extend a chal-
lenge to the parish. If you are watching the game or attending a Super Bowl party, 
perhaps you would consider providing some nonperishable food items, equal in 
value to what you spend on snacks for the game, to our next food pantry collec-
tion. Or, if you are hosting a gathering, donate an amount equal to what is being 
spent on the watch party to one of our local soup kitchens or shelters. Maybe 
there are a couple of parishioners privileged to actually attend the Super Bowl in 
LA. Would you consider a donation equal to the admission price of one ticket to an 
organization that works to move homeless people into permanent affordable 
housing, or provides rent assistance to those living in poverty? 
 
This Sunday, let’s all enjoy the game (or whatever alternate entertainment we 
may seek out), while not losing sight of our responsibility to care for our most vul-
nerable brothers and sisters in our communities, whom we could help through the 
“price of admission.” 

    ~ Father Stephen 

Saints of the Week 

February 14th gets its name from 
St. Valentine, whose feast day was 
traditionally on this date.  The Ro-
man martyrology records the death 
of TWO Roman martyrs with the 
name Valentine on this date.  How-
ever not much is known of either 
martyr saint.  
 
The new Church calendar marks 
the celebration of two much better 
known saints from the 9th Century: 
Saints Cyril and Methodius. These 
two brothers were born in Thessa-
lonnika (the city to which St. Paul 
wrote his Letters to the Thessaloni-
ans). Both brothers became monks 
and were sent to what today are 
the Slavic nations to teach the peo-
ple the faith in their own language.  
 
They set about creating an alpha-
bet so that the Slavic language 
could be written, developing what 
is now known as the “Cyrillic” al-
phabet. Both were slated to be or-
dained bishops, but Cyril died in 
869 before receiving the episcopal 
consecration.  
 
Methodius became bishop of the 
archdiocese then known as Sirmi-
um in Moravia. Although at times 
he encountered hardships, he con-
tinued to faithfully preach the Gos-
pel and evangelize the people of 
that region of Eastern Europe. 
Worn out from his labors, Methodi-
us died in 884. Cyril and Methodius 
continue to be venerated as the 
“Apostles to the Slavs” and many 
churches of Eastern European eth-
nicity are dedicated to their patron-
age. 



Lenten Series with Father Matera 
How do we meet God in our lives? How is God re-
vealed to us? In this four-part Lenten series Father 
Matera discusses how Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, and St. 
Paul encountered the elusive presence we call "God," 
and how their experience helps us to meet God in our 
lives this Lenten series. We will meet in the church at 
7:00 PM.  Each night will be Livestreamed for those 
who cannot attend in person. 

 
Moses:  Encountering God in A Name (Thursday, 3/3) 
Elijah:  Encountering God in Silence (Thursday, 3/10) 

Isaiah:  Encountering God in World Events (Thursday, 3/23) 
Paul:  Encountering God in Christ (Thursday, 3/31)  

 

Women's Guild Retreat 

Plan to attend our retreat the week-
end of March 11 –13. Please email us  
if you're interested @ stmarywom-
ensguild@gmail.com.   
 

Women’s Guild Book Club 
We are now up to 25 women and growing,  who are 
reading our new book, Walk in Her Sandals., by Kelly  
M. Wahlquist.   It’s every other week, in person or  on 
zoom.  You can join any time.  Visit our website for 
more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grades K-6 Regular class schedule this Sunday.    
 

Grades 7-8 Our next scheduled class on February 
13 has been canceled  because it is Super Bowl Sun-
day. Our next Faith Formation meeting will be on 
March 6th at 6:00 - 7:30.  7th and 8th graders will 
attend the Question and Answer session with Father 
Stephen. 
 
Grades 9-10  The website registration is  open to 
schedule your class for the month of February. 
 

Teaching Mass:  On Sunday 3/13, we will have a Teach-
ing Mass with Fr. Stephen.  All confirmation students 
should plan on attending from 6:00-7:30pm. 
 

St. Mary’s School  
National Blue Ribbon 

Take a Tour 
Thinking about all the Catholic School has to offer? 
It's Time to Take a Tour! St. Mary's School is now en-
rolling for the 2022-2023 school year, 
Full day Prekindergarten thru 8th 
grade. Register today and come learn 
more about St. Mary's School!  

 
 
 
 

 
High School Students  Join us for an Ignite 
night Mardi Gras party on Monday February 28th 
from 6:30-8:00PM for students in grades 7-12 in the 
Faith Formation Center.  Join us for this celebration 
making our way into Lent.  We will have plenty of 
pancakes and other goodies along with fun games and 
activities.  Let us know you will be coming by e-
mailing Steve DiMotta youthminis-
try@stmarysimsbury.org  
 

Steubenville East Conference  
Calling all High School students:  Are you inter-

ested in attending the Steubenville East Conference 
this summer? It has been a couple of summers since 
we have been able to go, but this summer is looking 
more likely.  Go to the Youth Ministry webpage to 
watch the promo video.  If you are interested please 
contact Steve DiMotta. 

 
Hartford Shelters (2/13)  
Please drop non-perishable items in the Magowan 
Center 8:00 am –12 Noon this Sunday. Need to drop 
your items off early, call the Parish Office. Thank you 
for your  support. 
 

Book Cart (2/20) 
The book cart will be available next  weekend with 
books that are free.  Please help yourself. 
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