
August 7, 2022 
St. Mary’s Parish & School 

 944 Hopmeadow St.  Simsbury, CT 06070 

 
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM; Fri 8:30 - 12:00  

Email:  parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Mass Times 
Monday—Thursday……….. 8:00 AM 
Saturday …..……...………...5:00 PM 

Sunday ………. 8:00 / 9:30 / 11:00 AM 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday, 3:00-4:00 PM 
 

Baptisms:  Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Rosary 
Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass & Monday @6-7 PM 

You are encouraged to recite the Rosary privately for the  
welfare of the Church and Country. 

 
Prayer Requests 

To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their name to 
the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one month.  

For continual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry 
(cmlocandro@gmail.com). 

 
Livestreaming 

All the Masses celebrated at St. Mary's are live-streamed.   
Visit our website for the link. 

 
MyParish App 

Stay connected with our Parish throughout the week  
with instant notifications, parish calendar, prayers,  

daily readings, podcasts and much more. 

 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 575 

www.stmarysimsbury.org 
Parish Office ………...(860) 658-7627 
School Office …………(860) 658-9412 
Prayer Line ……………(860) 658-2118 

 
Pastor 

Father Stephen Sledesky ▪ Ext. 301 
 

Deacon 
Art Miller 

Deaconartmiller@gmail.com 
 

Finance Manager 
Joanne Dunn ▪ Ext. 307 

financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Parish Office 
Heather Benedetti ▪ Ext. 306  

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Faith Formation Grades K-6 
Kathy Piggott ▪ Ext. 304 

reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 

              
Faith Formation 7-8 
Lori Ryan ▪ Ext. 309 

reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

 
Youth  / Grades 9-12 

OPEN 
(In the interim, please contact Parish Office) 

Stephen Ministry ▪ Ext. 114 
Sharon Locandro, Linda McGurn,  

Linda Duff   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
Music Ministry 
Patricia Lepak 

 
St. Mary’s School 

National Blue Ribbon School 
Principal Margaret Williamson  

mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net 
Now enrolling new students for the  

2022-2023 school year. 

mailto:stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org


Pray for the Sick 
Please pray for the following parishioners 
and loved ones who are sick - Dennis 
Fallon, Gerry Yates, Sharon and Mike 
Sinacori, Arline LaChapelle, John Gualtieri, 
and Sara Anderson. 

 Mass Intentions 
Saturday, August 6 
5:00 PM      †  Anthony Sledesky 
      By: Brian & Barbara Murphy 
 
Sunday, August 7 
8:00 AM      Purcell & Rocchio Families 
      Living & Deceased 
      By: Rosemary and Mike Rocchio 
9:30 AM     People of St. Mary’s 
11:00 AM   † Donna Haverley 
      By: The Bruno Family 
 
Monday, August 8 
8:00 AM      †  Frank Costello 
      By: Teresa & John Prino 
     
Tuesday,  August 9 
8:00 AM      † Susan Costanzo 
      By: Mary Ann & Oggie Pappano 
                                                                  
Wednesday, August 10 
8:00 AM     † William Lovallo 
          
Thursday, August 11 
8:00 AM     † Catherine Bobeck 
         Birthday 
         By: The Pappano Family 
                            
Saturday, August 13 
5:00 PM       
 
Sunday, August 14 
8:00 AM     People of St. Mary’s 
 9:30 AM   † Maureen Elizabeth Marshall 
     By:  St. Mary’s Stephen Ministers   
11:00 AM   † James Gino 
      By: Friends and Family 

Granny’s Attic Is Underway! 
 

Drop Off Days:  Don’t forget to bring your items to the Parish Center on 
one of the dates below.  Pull into the circular driveway and volunteers will 
help unload your car. 

8/5 Fri (3:00–7:00) 
8/6 Sat (9:00–7:00) 

8/7 Sun (12:00–7:00) 
 
Sales Week: 
New this year will be our one-day Pre-Sale event!  This event offers a 
“sneak peek” of all donated items.  For a $10 donation, be one of the first 
to find and purchase some of these treasures! All sales dates are noted 
below: 

Sales Days 
Wed, 8/10 (3 PM - 7 PM) – Pre-Sale "sneak 

peek" ($10 fee) 
Thurs, 8/11 (3 PM - 7 PM) 

Fri, 8/12 (9 AM - 7 PM) 
Sat, 8/13 (9 AM - 7 PM) 

Sun, 8/14 (12 PM - 6 PM) 
 
Volunteers: We are looking for Sales Days volunteers!  To view open shifts 
check out the sign up link on our website or contact Peg Mancarella (860) 
593-1512 or Sandy Everett (860)214-6557. 

Baptism Quilting Ministry 
We invite you to share your "time, talent, and treasure" with St. Mary's 
Parish.  We would like to enhance the 
Baptism ministry by providing a small quilt 
(approximately 21" wide x 25" long) for 
each newly baptized individual.  This quilt 
symbolizes both a WELCOME into new life 
in God's greater family and the loving care 
and support available from St. Mary's Parish 
family.  Please contact the parish office for 
more details. 

Baptism 
We welcomed Molly Roach into the 
Church last weekend. God bless you. 

Hartford Shelters (8/14) 
Non-perishable items are needed for our donation to the Hartford Shelters.  Please 
drop off  items  in the Magowan Center 8:00 am—12 Noon.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Father Stephen will be  out of the office from 8/12 through 8/25.     



From The Pastor’s Desk . . .   
 

                   The Thought Behind The Music! 
   

At times I receive the well-intentioned suggestion from a parishioner that perhaps we need 

not sing every verse of a song at Mass – it makes the Mass too long. Perhaps this comment 

arises from a misunderstanding of why we sing at Mass at all. First, we sing not just to 

accompany some action (such as a procession) but also for a bigger purpose. Last week I wrote 

about the Opening Song at Mass. The intention of that song is to gather us from our disparate 

lives, having been apart from each other for a week, and bring us back into one community. 

Singing only one or maybe two verses of a song does not necessary accomplish this…we’re just 

getting warmed up! Furthermore the texts of our songs and hymns convey a theological 

message that often is not complete unless we sing all the verses (I can hear those groans now!) Imagine for a moment you went to 

a musical (and paid good money too) and the players came to that core song of the production—the one you’ve been waiting to 

hear (think Don’t Cry for Me Argentina from Evita, Memories from Cats or All I Ask of You from Phantom of the Opera)—and 

decided to sing only one verse. You’d be pretty disappointed! Maybe even feel cheated?! We cheat ourselves out of a full 

experience of what a spiritual song offers when we only sing a portion of it. Only for serious pastoral need should we eliminate the 

verses of a song, and then only if it doesn’t skew the meaning of the song for us. Take for example, “We Three Kings” (Find number 

107 in our Breaking Bread hymnal if you want to look it up). If we sing only the first two verses, we only hear about one gift: the 

Gold (and miss the Frankincense and Myrrh). Okay let’s get all three gifts in and stop after verse 4. But look how that verse ends: 

“Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.” Are we sure we want to end there?? Pretty negative isn’t it? It 

doesn’t exactly exude the joy of Christmas! That’s because that verse refers to the events of Good Friday. Ah! But sing verse 5 and 

it completes everything: “Glorious now behold him arise,…” There’s the hope! There’s Easter! So you see how this works. Failing to 

sing all verses of certain hymns often leaves us hanging in mid-air theologically. However, there are times in the Liturgy when the 

music really only needs to be as long as the action, such as at the Preparation of the Gifts. Here the choice of music (sung or 

instrumental) need not extend beyond the action of the collection, the presentation of the gifts and the preparation of the altar. In 

such cases, we try to select music that doesn’t require singing every verse to complete the theological meaning. Wow! Did you 

know there was so much thought behind the music at Mass? 

                                                                                                                                     ~ Father Stephen 

Mission Cooperative Collection – Weekend of August 8/20-21 
 

 Each summer, the Office for the Propagation of the Faith of the Archdiocese of Hartford arranges for Missionary Dioceses, 
Religious Communities and Ministries to visit parishes in the Archdiocese and make an appeal for their missionary work. This year, St. 
Mary’s has been assigned the Catholic Diocese of Pathanamthitta in Kerala, the southernmost part of India. 
 The Diocese of Pathanamthitta was established in March 2010 and as such is one of the newest dioceses in the Church. Being 
newly established, every effort is being made to build up this diocese both spiritually and temporally. The Gospel is preached to 45,000 
faithful of the diocese and 1,500,000 inhabitants within the County of Pathanamthitta. The diocese currently has one hundred parish/
mission stations and 106 priests. 
 One of the most urgent needs of the diocese is to promote vocations to priesthood and religious life, which will in turn 
contribute to the overall development of the region. The diocese must meet all the expenses of seminarians during their formation, as 
most of their families are not in a position to do so. 
 Special attention for the well-being and care of the marginalized of the society is a priority. Homes run by the diocese for the 
mentally challenged and a home for the physically challenged help the downtrodden from the area by giving them hope and showing 
them mercy. 
 During the pandemic, many people lost their jobs and are now suffering. The diocese, through its churches and organizations, 
is helping its people with food, medical care and other needs. The needs are huge and the resources are very few.  
 On the weekend of August 20-21, Fr. Sam will be celebrating the Masses here and sharing the story of the important work of 
his diocese, asking for our partnership in their mission. The hope is that through our generosity, the Lord will provide all that is needed 
to build up this new diocese, to reinvigorate its mission preaching, support the seminary formation of its candidates for priesthood and 
help the poor people in their communities. Your generous financial support of this cause through the Second Collection on August 20 
& 21 is deeply appreciated.  Please Make  Checks Payable to St. Mary’s Church.  Thank you!! 



Consider Becoming A Catechist 
 

Over the last few weeks we have been asking for 
volunteers to help teach our children the Catholic Faith.  
Have you ever considered 
becoming a Catechist?  In the 
next few weeks we will explore 
some reasons why you might be 
called to become a Catechist.  

 
Last week we learned that The 
best way to learn is to teach. 
 
Another reason to be a catechist is that Catechists tell the 
truth. 
 
In today’s chaotic world, people are searching for what is 
real and what isn’t. Catechists are like the little boy who 
told the emperor he wasn’t wearing any clothes. 
Catechists speak the truth about God, faith and morals. 
The world needs the message of the Gospel and the way 
to true happiness; as a catechist, you offer a hungry world 
that sustenance.   
 

Coordinator of Confirmation & Youth/
Young Adult Ministry—Position Available 
 
St Mary’s Church is seeking a Coordinator of Confirmation 
& Youth/Young Adult Ministry who is creative and 
energetic with a desire to build a dynamic outreach to our 
parish youth.  This would include developing a Faith 
Formation process that not only prepares,  but fosters a 
desire in the youth to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  The goal is to develop youth who have a 
lifelong faith and a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
To submit a resume or request a copy of the position 
description, please contact Father Stephen through the 
Parish Office (parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org). 

Open School Position 
Full-time teacher opening at St. Mary’s School:  Middle 

School Math and coding.  If interested please contact Mrs. 

Williamson. 



We are excited that 11 of our 
teenagers attended 

Steubenville East last 
weekend.   This conference 

provided engaging talks, 
opportunities for prayer and 
Reconciliation and powerful 

liturgies.  Thank-you to Father 
Stephen and our chaperones 

for accompanying our 
teenagers last weekend. 

Over 1,000 confessions were heard 
during the weekend.  What a 
beautiful milestone , from the 

dedication of so many priests who 
heard the confessions to all those 

who received the sacrament. 



Do You Use Offertory Envelopes? 
 
Printing offertory envelopes for parishioners is a big 
expense especially when people don’t use them.  Maybe 
you are an E-giver or you just drop a check in the basket 
without the envelope.  If you no longer use the envelopes, 
please contact the parish office and we will discontinue 
them for your family.  We appreciate you notifying us to 
help us keep our costs down. 

Mercy Shelter Needs Your Help 
People are needed  to assist in preparing hot meals to 
deliver to the shelter on the first Sunday of each 
month.  Email Ted Molloy at e.molloy@cox.net for details. 
Thank you for volunteering your services. 

Would you like to Become Catholic?  
 

Learn more about Catholicism 
Renew your spiritual values and faith 

Prepare yourself to receive the Sacraments of 
Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation 

 
We invite you to participate in the 

Catholic Study Program RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

sponsored by Saint Mary’s Parish 
 

Call Saint Mary’s Parish office @ 
860-658-7627. 

 
Information Session 

Sunday, August 14th, 12:00 Noon 
Faith Formation Center 

 

Room Scheduling for 2022-2023 Year 
We are scheduling rooms for next year.  All groups must 
submit room requests via email to our Parish Office 
(parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org) so they can be 
included in our Master Calendar.  Thanks for planning 
ahead. 

Become A Stephen Minister  
Have you considered becoming a Stephen Minister at St. 
Mary's? Becoming a Stephen minister is a transforming 
experience, an opportunity to serve God, help others and 
grow in faith.  We train, equip, and meet regularly as a 
ministry. The ministry is one way to put your spiritual gifts 
into action. Currently we are preparing for training 
this  October 2022 through May 2023. All Stephen 
Ministers have a heart for bringing Christ's healing love to 
hurting people. If you want to make a difference in the 
lives of those going through a difficult time we invite you 
to call the parish office. A Stephen Leader will call you to 
answer questions and help you in the next steps.   

Parish Cookbook—Please Help Us! 
 
The Women’s Ministry will be compiling a Parish 
Cookbook and we need your help!  Please consider helping 
with one small part of the process.  If we spread the work 
then no one will be overburdened.     
 
Needed tasks: 
 Creating the bulletin 

announcements to the 
parish (1 person; 1 
hour/week from 
home) 

 Helping to design the 
cookbook using 
templates provided by the cookbook company (2-3 
people that will meet periodically throughout the 
process) 

 Coordinate the collection of recipes from parishioners 
(1-2 people; need to make sure we don’t have all 
appetizers and no desserts!) 

 Help to input recipes online using a computer from 
home (3-4 people; working from home as needed) 

 
Recipes Needed 
Here are the categories and the DUE DATES: 

Appetizers; recipes due by 8/7 
Soups; recipes due by 8/14 
Salads; recipes due by 8/21 
Entrees; due by 8/28 
Desserts; due by 9/4 
 

Please volulnteer and/or submit your recipes to the parish 
office (parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org) or to our 
Cookbook Committee (cookbook@stmarysimsbury.org).  
Recipes can be submitted electronically or printed and 
dropped off at the parish office. Thanks in advance for 
helping us with this fun parish project. 

mailto:e.molloy@cox.net

