
 
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM; Fri 8:30 - 12:00  

Email:  parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Mass Times 
Monday—Thursday……….. 8:00 AM 
Saturday …..……...………...5:00 PM 

Sunday ………. 8:00 / 9:30 / 11:00 AM 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday, 3:00-4:00 PM 
 

Baptisms:  Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Rosary 
Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass & Monday @6-7 PM 

You are encouraged to recite the Rosary privately for the  
welfare of the Church and Country. 

 
Prayer Requests 

To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their name to 
the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one month.  

For continual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry 
(cmlocandro@gmail.com). 

 
Livestreaming 

All the Masses celebrated at St. Mary's are live-streamed.   
Visit our website for the link. 

 
MyParish App 

Stay connected with our Parish throughout the week  
with instant notifications, parish calendar, prayers,  

daily readings, podcasts and much more. 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 575 
www.stmarysimsbury.org 

Parish Office ………...(860) 658-7627 
School Office …………(860) 658-9412 
Prayer Line ……………(860) 658-2118 

 
Pastor 

Father Stephen Sledesky ▪ Ext. 301 
 

Deacon 
Art Miller, Deaconartmiller@gmail.com 

 
Finance Manager 

Joanne Dunn ▪ Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
Parish Office 

Heather Benedetti ▪ Ext. 306  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
Faith Formation Grades K-6 

Kathy Piggott ▪ Ext. 304 
reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 

              
Faith Formation Grades 7-8 

Lori Ryan ▪ Ext. 309 
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

 
Faith Formation Grades 9-10 

Joanne Russell (Interim) 
Joanne.russell@stmarysimsbury.org

 
Youth  

Christine Simons ▪ Ext. 315 
youthminister@stmarysimsbury.org 

Stephen Ministry ▪ Ext. 114 
Sharon Locandro, Linda McGurn,  

Linda Duff   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
Music Ministry 

Patricia Lepak, Mary Walsh & AmyJean Silling 
 

St. Mary’s School 
Principal Margaret Williamson  

mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net 

November 20, 2022 
St. Mary’s Parish & School 

944 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury CT 06070 

 

mailto:stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org


Pray for the Sick 
Please pray for the following parishioners and 
loved ones who are sick - Dennis Fallon, 
Maureen Taylor and Sara Anderson. 

 Mass Intentions 
Saturday, November 19 
5:00 PM    The People of St. Mary’s 
                    
Sunday, November 20 
8:00 AM    † Mary Jensen 
    By:  The Tobin Family 
 9:30 AM  † John Ferguson 
                    By: The McGrath Family 
11:00 AM  †  Tom Hastings 
                     By: His Family 
 
Monday, November 21 
8:00 AM      † Jack Whelan 
    By:  Sue & Tom Sweeney 
           
Tuesday,  November 22 
8:00 AM    Ursula Sullivan 
    By:  Her Family 
6:30 PM    Gratitude for God’s Blessings 
                                      
Wednesday, November 23 
8:00 AM     † Bill Greene 
                     By: Gloria Williams       
 
Thursday, November 24 
8:00 AM    Happy Thanksgiving   
                                
Saturday, November 26 
5:00 PM    Audrey Esterline 
   By:  Karen Mosher 
              
Sunday, November 27 
8:00 AM    † 
 9:30 AM  † People of St, Mary’s  
11:00 AM †  Alan Henry Mandick                        
     By: His Sisters                    

Baptism 
We welcomed Cristian Taylor  into the Church 
this past weekend.  May God bless him. 

St. Mary’s Thanksgiving Mass 
This Tuesday , 11/22 at 6:30 PM 
Celebrate God’s Blessings with our Parish 
Family. 

 

Second Collection   
Sunday, 11/ 20 
This week our special collection will support the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 
More than 37 million people in the United States 
live in poverty. This collection supports programs 
that empower people to identify and address the 
obstacles they face in bringing permanent and 
positive change to their communities. Learn 
more about the Campaign for Human Development at  (www. 
usccb.org/cchd). 

Simsbury Food Closet 
Sunday , 11/27 
Please drop off all non-
perishable items this 
Sunday between 8 AM—12 
Noon in the Magowan 
Center.   

Happy Thanksgiving 
Father Stephen , the staff and volunteers of St. 
Mary’s wish you and your family a blessed 
Thanksgiving. 

Parish Office Closing 
Our office will be closing Wednesday November 
23 at Noon and will open again on Monday, 
November  28. 

Community Interfaith  
Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, November 20th  
Join us for a virtual service @6 PM 

Simsbury Public TV 
Comcast Channel 95 

Frontier Channel 6070 
Vimeo Streaming Line:  https://vimeo.com/event/1406106 

Adoration & Reconciliation 
Monday November 28  

 6-7 pm 
      WITH PRAISE AND WORSHIP MUSIC 



From The Pastor’s Desk . . . 
 

The Communion Rite 

Following the Great Amen, which concludes the Eucharistic Prayer portion of the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist, we now move into the Communion Rite. Gathered around the table of the Lord 
whereupon Christ is truly present in the Eucharistic elements, we stand and join our voices 
(sung or spoken) in the prayer that Jesus himself taught us, the Our Father. This prayer has 
been part of the Mass since around the 4th century. It serves as an appropriate preparation to 
receive the Eucharist since the Our Father includes a petition to give us “our daily bread” which can be understood in 
part to be a reference to the Bread of Life, the Body of Christ we are preparing to receive. It also includes the petition 
to “forgive us our trespasses” or in other words to purify us from our sin, so that we may be holy in order to receive 
what is holy. And finally we pray to forgive “those who trespass against us” – an acknowledgement that as we receive 
communion, we must be in right relationship with the people around us with whom we share communion. The priest 
then continues with a prayer known as the Embolism (Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil…) An embolus is an 
“insertion” or “wedge.” A medical embolism is an obstruction in a blood vessel caused by foreign material such as a 
blood clot or air bubble too large to pass through. During a Leap Year, February 29 is an embolism into the regular 
calendar. So this prayer is “wedged” between the Our Father and the Doxology, separating the two and at the same 
time forming a bridge between them. In some Christian traditions the Doxology follows immediately upon the Our 
Father each time it is prayed. In our tradition, however, we keep them distinct from one another since the Doxology is 
not technically a part of the Lord’s Prayer. Finally, we pray together the Doxology (For the kingdom, the power, …) an 
acclamation of praise which expresses our anticipation of the second coming of the Lord in glory. 

 

      Father Stephen 

Children’s Offerings At Sunday Masses 
 

After discussion with our Liturgy Committee and staff, we would like to start a new 
tradition for our children at Mass here at St. Mary’s. Beginning at the Parish Thanksgiving 
Mass this coming Tuesday evening, and continuing every Sunday at every Mass, we will 
provide an opportunity for the children of our parish to make an offering of a non-
perishable food item which will go to one of the local food pantries we regularly support 
(Simsbury Food Closet and Hartford Food Pantries).  
 
A basket will be placed in front of the altar at each Sunday Mass, and children who 
would like to participate may bring up their food item to place in the basket on the altar 
as the ushers are taking up the collection from the congregation. Children learn things best by doing and 
practicing. This is one way we can help our children learn about the importance of giving to their parish and 
their community. It also gives them the opportunity to participate actively in another way during the Sunday 
Mass. Perhaps as you do your weekly shopping, if you bring your children with you, you might ask them to pick 
out something they think children would enjoy. It could be a favorite cereal, pasta or pasta sauce, mac & 
cheese, canned fruit or vegetable, or a favorite snack. Help explain to them that there are children whose 
families are unable to shop for what they want or need, perhaps because they have become unemployed, have 
had medical emergencies, or don’t have adequate income to cover all of their expenses. Your children’s 
generosity can help other children have more nourishing and enjoyable meals not just during the holiday season 
bur throughout the year. Thank you! 



Faith Formation Update 
 

Grades K-6  
We will be meeting on November 
20th.  Join us for an Advent/Christmas 
celebration on 12/3 from 3 PM—5 PM 
in the Parish Center followed by 5 PM 
Mass.  ALL are invited! 
 

Grades 7-8 
Please watch The Chosen prior to class on 11/ 20 
7th grade: S1,E5  The Wedding Gift  54:40 
8th grade: S2,E5   Spirit 47:47 
 
Grades 9 & 10 
Our next class will be on 12/4.  The 9th graders should 
meet in the Forcucci Faith Formation Center and the 10th 
graders will meet in the Parish Center. 
 
Please visit our HS webpage for information on make-up 
work.  Our expectation is that students miss no more than 
two classes.  Please contact Joanne Russell for more 
information. 

Confirmation Service Hours 
 
Teenagers are needed to sell tickets 
for Breakfast with Santa after Masses 
on 11/20.  Help is also needed during 
the event to serve breakfast and/or 
help with crafts.  Please contact Stacie 
Windisch 
(windischfamily@comcast.net) with 
questions.  Here is the Sign-Up Genius link for 
volunteering:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050944a5ac2d6-breakfast 

Children’s Christmas Choir!  
Grades 2– 6 
Rehearsals start on 11/10 and continue every Thursday 
evening,  from 6-7 PM in the church.  
New members are welcome!  Children 
will be singing at our 4:00 PM 
Christmas Eve Mass! 
Contact Amyjean Silling at 
thesillings@gmail.com  
for more information, schedule, and to 
REGISTER!   Parents are asked to 

remain during rehearsals. 

Breakfast With Santa  
Saturday, 12/3 (8:30—10:30) 
 
Join us on 12/3 for Breakfast 
with Santa!  He will arrive 
from the North Pole so bring 
your list!  Breakfast and 
crafts will be offered.  Tickets 
are $5/each (free for ages 2 and under).  Tickets 
will be on sale this Sunday after all the Masses in 
the Magowan Center.  Call the Parish Office for 
more information.      

Box of Joy 
Thank you to everyone who filled a box or 
donated the cost of shipping.  Without your 
help we could not have had such a successful 
Box of Joy 

St. Mary’s School 
Poinsettias Pick up 
Pick up weekend will be December 2—4.  
Thank you for Supporting our 8th Grade 
Class . 
 

Clothing Collection 
St .Mary's School's community service club will be 
collecting gently used winter clothing and coats for the 
clients at House of Bread in Hartford. Donations can be 
dropped off in the SMS main lobby 11/28-12/2.  

mailto:windischfamily@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050944a5ac2d6-breakfast
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050944a5ac2d6-breakfast
mailto:thesillings@gmail.com


Bible Study with Deacon Art  
Wednesday, 11/23 
 
Deacon Art’s next Bible Study is this 
Wednesday, 10/26.  Email 
deaconartmiller@gmail.com for the 
link to join in.  All are welcome! 

Service & Faith Hours 
Grades 7-10 
 
One of the requirements for our Faith 
Formation program is for students to 
engage in both Faith and Service 
events during the Middle and High 
School years.  Students are asked to 
participate in events that strengthen 
their faith and events that serve others.  Below are 
upcoming events that are available in our parish. 
 

Faith Events: 
 Adoration:  Mondays (6 PM – 7 PM) in the church 
 Reconciliation:  Mondays (6 PM – 7 PM) in the church 
 Rosary:  Saturdays (9:30 AM) in the church 
 Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation):  Dec 

8th 
. 

Service Opportunities: 
 Breakfast With Santa:  Saturday, 12/3 (8:30 – 10:30) 

@ St. Mary’s Parish Center;  Teenagers are needed to 
sell tickets after Masses prior to the event;  Help is 
also needed during the event to serve breakfast and/
or help with crafts.  Please contact Stacie Windisch 
(windischfamily@comast.net) to volunteer. 

 
 Knights of Columbus – Tootsie Roll Drive:  Contact Rich 

Farrell (richardfarrell@baystatefinancial.com) for 
more information on dates/locations. 

Holiday Rush is Coming 
Please bare with us as we prepare our bulletins for 
this Christmas Season.  If you have any 
announcements,  please get it to the office as soon as 
possible.  Dates for bulletins submissions are 
extremely early.    

Please consider including St. Mary's in your will and 
estate planning. Our legal name is:  

St. Mary's Church Corporation  
of Simsbury.  

Remembering the Deceased 
 

Book of the Deceased 
Our Book of the Deceased will be in the sanctuary 
throughout the month of November.  Everyone is invited 
to inscribe the names of their loved ones in it and they will 
be remembered at Mass during the month of November.  
 

Framed Photo Display 
All parishioners are encouraged to bring a small framed 
photo of your deceased loved one to place on display near 
the altar.  Please label the back of the frame with your 
name and phone number so that it can be returned to you 
at the end of the month. 

Who is Father Dennis? 
 
Fr. Dennis Vincenzo is a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Hartford for 
more than 30 years. He grew up in 
the South End of Hartford, 
attending St. Augustine Parish and 
School, and St. Thomas Seminary 
High School. Father Dennis 
received his bachelor’s degree 
from Trinity College in Hartford 
where he met and became good friends with Fr. Stephen, 
and continued on to St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore for 
his theological studies.  He was ordained a priest by 
Archbishop Whalen at the Cathedral on January 12, 1991 
and has served the parishes of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in Waterbury, the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford, St. 
Bartholomew and St. Bridget parishes in Manchester, 
Sacred Heart in Suffield, St. Mary Parish in Newington, St. 
John of the Cross in Middlebury, St. Michael in New Haven 
and St. George in Guilford. Father was granted a medical 
retirement this past year and has been encouraged by the 
Archbishop to help here at St. Mary’s on weekends as 
needed. Thank you for offering him a warm welcome as he 
joins Fr. Matera and Fr. Vujs in ministering to us on 
weekends.  

mailto:windischfamily@comast.net
mailto:richardfarrell@baystatefinancial.com


To the parents of young children, 
May we suggest…..RELAX! 

God put the wiggle in children, so please 
don’t feel 

you have to suppress it in God’s house. 
All are welcome! 

 
To the members of our parish: 

The presence of children is a gift to the Church 
And they remind us that our church is growing. 
Please welcome our children and give a smile of 

encouragement to their parents. 
 

 

Giving Tree 
Our Giving Tree will be arriving soon.  As we begin to 
prepare for this  joyous holiday 
season, keep those who are  in 
need in your prayers and also 
consider picking a tag  from our 
tree.  Can’t shop, purchase a gift 
card from St.  Mary’s school.  It is 
the perfect size! 

Veteran's Clothing Drive   
November 11—December 11 

A collection box is now in the Magowan Center for 
new clothing for our Veterans this Christmas.  Please 
help to make this Christmas merry and bright for 
those who gave so much. We are collecting clothing , 
hats, gloves  and shoes with tags on for 
women and men.  Also toiletries, and 
batteries are also very much in need.  
Please check out a complete list on the 
side of the drop off box.  Thank you for 
your continued generosity.   

Advent Mission with Deacon Art 
Monday & Tuesday, 11/28 & 29 @6:00 PM  
 

Join us for a two night Advent Mission “Unending 
Love”.  We will meet in the 
Church.  This special 
Advent Mission will be 
lived streamed. 

St. Michael’s Gospel Choir  
Saturday, 11/26 @ 5 PM 
St. Michael’s choir will be  Celebrating 
the arrival of Advent at St. Mary’s 
Church on Saturday, November 26 at 
the 5:00 PM Mass.  All are welcome to 
attend and hear the beautiful voices 
welcoming the season of Advent. 

Advent at St. Mary’s 

The Little Blue Book 
Advent & Christmas Seasons  
 

Prepare spiritually for the coming of Christ with The 
Little Blue Book.  This book provides six-minute 
reflections on the First Readings for daily Mass during 
the Advent/Christmas season.  Books will be provided 
in the Magowan Center. 

Advent Wreath & Candle Sale 
The lighting of the Advent wreath in your home is an excellent way to celebrate Advent and 
prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  Wreaths and candles are available for sale at all 
the exits of the church.  Wreaths with candles:  $12; Candles only $5.  


