
 
OfficeÊHours:ÊM-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM; FriÊ8:30 - 12:00  

Email:  parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

MassÊTimes 
Monday—Thursday……….. 8:00 AM 
Saturday …..……...………...5:00 PM 

Sunday ………. 8:00 / 9:30 / 11:00 AM 
 

Reconcilia on:  Saturday, 3:00-4:00 PM & Monday, 6:00 –6:30 PM 
 

Bap sms:  Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment 
 

Exposi onÊofÊtheÊBlessedÊSacramentÊ&ÊRosary 
Thursday a er the 8:00 AM Mass & Monday @6-7 PM 

You are encouraged to recite the Rosary privately for the  
welfare of the Church and Country. 

 
PrayerÊRequests 

To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their name to 
the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one month.  

For con nual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry 
(cmlocandro@gmail.com). 

 
Livestreaming 

All the Masses celebrated at St. Mary's are live-streamed.   
Visit our website for the link. 

 
MyParishÊApp 

Stay connected with our Parish throughout the week  
with instant no fica ons, parish calendar, prayers,  

daily readings, podcasts and much more. 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 575 
www.stmarysimsbury.org 

Parish Office ………...(860) 658-7627 
School Office …………(860) 658-9412 
Prayer Line ……………(860) 658-2118 

 
Pastor 

Father Stephen Sledesky ▪ Ext. 301 
 

Deacon 
Art Miller, Deaconartmiller@gmail.com 

 
FinanceÊManager 

Joanne Dunn ▪ Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
ParishÊOffice 

Heather Benede  ▪ Ext. 306  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
FaithÊForma onÊGradesÊK-6 

Kathy Piggo  ▪ Ext. 304 
reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 

              
FaithÊForma onÊGradesÊ7-8 

Lori Ryan ▪ Ext. 309 
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

 
FaithÊForma onÊGradesÊ9-10 

Joanne Russell (Interim) 
Joanne.russell@stmarysimsbury.org

 
YouthÊ  

Chris ne Simons ▪ Ext. 315 
youthminister@stmarysimsbury.org 

StephenÊMinistryÊ▪ÊExt. 114 
Sharon Locandro, Linda McGurn,  

Linda Duff   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
MusicÊMinistry 

Patricia Lepak, Mary Walsh & AmyJean Silling 
 

St.ÊMary’sÊSchool 
Principal Margaret Williamson  

mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net 

DecemberÊ25,Ê2022 
St.ÊMary’sÊParishÊ&ÊSchool 

944ÊHopmeadowÊSt.ÊSimsburyÊCTÊ06070 



 Mass Intentions 
  

Monday,ÊDecemberÊ26 
8:00 AM    † Sam Griswold 
    By:  Friends 
          
Tuesday,ÊÊDecemberÊ27 
8:00 AM    † Pa  Dorman 
    By: Catherine Rivard 
                                      
Wednesday,ÊDecemberÊ28 
8:00 AM    † Linda Benede  
                      By:  Carol Storey 
 
Thursday,ÊDecemberÊ29 
8:00 AM     † Virgilio Carrolo 
     By: Their Family 
 
Saturday,ÊDecemberÊ31 
SolemnityÊofÊMary,ÊMotherÊofÊGodÊ(Vigil) 
5:00 PM     All Parishioners Living & Deceased 
 
Sunday,ÊJanuaryÊ1st 
SolemnityÊofÊMary,ÊMotherÊofÊGod 
8:00 AM    All Parishioners Living & Deceased 
9:30 AM    All Parishioners Living & Deceased 
11:00 AM  All Parishioners Living & Deceased 
 

Simsbury Food Closet 
Sunday , 12/25 
Please drop off all non-perishable items this Sunday 
between 8 AM—12 Noon in the Magowan Center.  
Thank you for your support. 

Saturday, December 24 
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

4:00 PM     
6:00 PM 

10:00 PM   
                    

Sunday, December  25 
Merry Christmas! 

For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

Second Collection this Week 
Parish Maintenance & Repairs  
This Weekend 12/25 
 
This weekend at all Christmas Masses, 
there will be a collec on for Parish 
Maintenance and Repairs.  Maintaining 
our parish facili es and making repairs 
are among our major expenses every 
year.  This is why our Christmas 
Collec on is so important.  This year, in addi on to regular parish 
maintenance, (1) the Sacristy was refreshed and painted, (2) new 
ligh ng was installed to display the  Mary stained glass window at 
night, (3) the Carriage House was repaired due to ro ng wood and 
age, (4) the parking lots were re-striped, (5) the fencing along 
Hopmeadow Street was replaced, (6) the fire sprinkler system in the 
church was repaired and (7) updates were made to the rectory 
master bathroom. 
 
Without our generous Parishioners we would not be able to 
maintain and enhance our St. Mary’s Church facili es. Thank-you for 
your generosity to this important collec on. 

Fr. Stephen is Away  
Fr. Stephen will be away from the office on 
Monday, 12/26 through Friday, 12/30.    

Father Stephen, Deacon Art and our staff wish you 
and your family a very Merry and Blessed  

Christmas. 
 

 Parish Office Holiday Hours: 
Friday 12/23—Office is closed 

Monday  12/26—Office is closed 
Tuesday  12/27—8:30—12 Noon 

Wednesday 12/28  8:30—12 Noon 
Thursday 12/29  8:30 –12 Noon 

Friday 12/30 8:30 –12 Noon 

Pray for the Sick 
Please pray for the following parishioners and 
loved ones who are sick:   
 

Dennis Fallon 
Maureen Taylor 
Sara Anderson 

 



From The Pastor’s Desk . . . Merry Christmas! 
 
In the Spiritual Exercises of St. Igna us, the First Exercise of the Second Week has the 
retreatant imagine heaven and the Three Persons of the Trinity gazing down upon earth. 
And seeing all the busyness and ac vity of humanity, and par cularly the misery afflic ng 
so many in the forms of poverty, sickness, hatred, violence and death, the Trinity 
determines that it is me for the Second Person to enter into the world, to bring light to 
humanity’s darkness and confusion. The Book of Wisdom so poe cally foreshadows this 
event yet to come: “For when peaceful s llness encompassed everything and the night in 
its swi  course was half spent, your all-powerful word from heaven’s throne leapt into the 
doomed land,” (Wisdom 18:14-15). 
 
Historically, of course, this happened more than 2000 years ago: the Angel Gabriel, 
announcing to the Virgin Mary that she would conceive a son, through the power of the Holy Spirit, and name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins. Nevertheless, we could imagine this scene in our present me: God 
looking down upon the world, and seeing all the current misery, violence, war and poverty, determining that same need 
for the Son to come into our midst to bring healing and peace.  
 
When we gathered last Christmas, the most recent invasion of Russia into Ukraine had not yet happened. Now the war 
rages on beginning its eleventh month. There had not yet been mass shoo ngs in a Buffalo Tops Supermarket, an 
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas or a nightclub in Colorado Springs, and the violence con nues. Many more people 
throughout the world are suffering daily from government oppression, fear of kidnapping and domes c violence, natural 
disasters, drug addic on and overdose, the lack of food, clean water and access to healthcare, and on and on. Wouldn’t 
this be a great me for Jesus to step into our mess? 
 
Christmas is the opportunity for us each year, to not only remember and celebrate Jesus’ birth 2000 years ago for the 
sake of saving us from sin and death, but also to “incarnate” him once again in the present. Not in the womb of the Virgin 
of Nazareth, but in each one of us. You see, Jesus lives in each one of us. He has united himself to us in a unique way 
through our bap sm. We share in his divine life and light. As Chris ans, we are invited to allow his light to shine through 
us, to bring hope, healing and peace into our world, which so sorely needs it! 
 
Thank you, good people of St. Mary’s for incarna ng Christ in our li le corner of the world by allowing him to be born 
again in you, in your hearts, bringing Christ’s light, healing and peace into your rela onships, and into your spheres of 
influence. Let’s take me this holiday season to pray and ask our dear Lord, how he would like us to manifest his birth in 
the world this year and, like that first Christmas, create a manger for his love and presence to enter our sinful and broken 
world anew! May you all have a most blessed Christmas! 

Children’s Offerings At Sunday Masses 
 
At each Sunday Mass, a basket will be placed in front of the altar.  Children who would like to 
par cipate may bring up a non-perishable food item as their offering while the ushers are taking up 
the collec on from the congrega on. Children learn things best by doing and prac cing. This is one 
way we can help our children learn about the importance of giving to their parish and their 
community. It also gives them the opportunity to par cipate ac vely during the Sunday Mass. 
Perhaps as you do your weekly shopping, if you bring your children with you, you might ask them 
to pick out something they think children would enjoy. It could be a favorite cereal, pasta or pasta 
sauce, mac & cheese, canned fruit or vegetable, or a favorite snack. Help explain to them that 
there are children whose families are unable to shop for what they want or need, perhaps because 
they have become unemployed, have had medical emergencies, or don’t have adequate income to cover all of their 
expenses. Your children’s generosity can help other children have more nourishing and enjoyable meals not just during 
the holiday season but throughout the year. Thank you! 



 
Thank-you for celebra ng Mass with us 
this Christmas.  We wanted to take this 
opportunity to share what God is doing 
in our parish community.  We hope you 

will join us again as we con nue to 
discover the difference the Lord’s love 

makes in our lives. 

Growing Through Worship 
 
Lectors proclaim the Scriptures during Mass.   
 
Eucharis c Ministers welcome people to the liturgy, 
assist with the distribu on of Communion, and bring 
Eucharist to the homebound.   
 
Altar Servers assist the Priest 
in the celebra on of Mass.  All 
youth in grades 3 and above 
are welcome to join the 
training. 
 
Choirs and Cantors provide 
music for all our Masses. 
 
Altar Linen Commi ee washes and irons the altar 
linens. 
 
Flower Commi ee provides fresh flowers on the altar 
each week. 
 
Ushers assist with sea ng people and taking up the 
collec ons. 

Decora ng Commi ee provides liturgical decora ons 
throughout the year. 

 

Growing Through Prayer 
 
Men’s Ministry offers an 
opportunity for the men to 
discover how the Gospel is 
relevant to their lives today.   
 
Parish Retreats are offered 
several mes during the year for 
both women and men. 
 
Prayer LineÊinvites parishioners to join us in prayer 
and/or to call us with any special prayer requests. 
 
Weekly Eucharist Adora on offers an opportunity for 
a personal connec on with Jesus.  Rosary recita on 
on Saturday mornings. 

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 
 

The Spiritual Gi s Ministry empowers and enables 
Chris ans to find their calling and to serve our 
community. 
 
Our vision is that our Congrega on will experience 
spiritual renewal and effec ve ministry.  People who 
know their gi s have a greater self-awareness and 
can more easily recognize where they are best able 
to contribute in our communi es while personally 
growing and achieving greater fulfillment.  
 
Join the next Spiritual Gi s Workshop to learn what 
your gi s are.    



Growing Through Service 
 
Social Ac on Commi ee organizes collec ons for 
area shelters through the year.   
 
Mercy ShelterÊprovides 
hot meals to those in 
need in Har ord.  
Volunteers are needed 
to provide desserts 
and/or serve meals. 
 
Christmas Giving TreeÊ
provides families the opportunity to donate to 
those in need. 
 
Prayer Shawl MinistryÊknits shawls to be given to 
family and friends in need of comfort or illness. 
 
Stephen MinistryÊprovides a confiden al and one-
on-one caring rela onship to those experiencing 
challenging mes. 
 
The Women’s Ministry builds fellowship and 
community among all the women of St. Mary's 
through spiritual, social and service ac vi es.  
 
Bereavement Group provides support for those 
who have lost someone and are in need of support 
and guidance in the grieving process.  

Staying Connected 

For more detailed informa on about our parish 
please visit our website:  

www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Weekly Emails 
Sign-up on our website to receive regular email 

updates. 
 

Weekly Bulle n 
Available online and at all Masses. 

 
Facebook 

“Like us” to receive updates 
 

MyParish App 
App with Catholic resources and Parish informa on 

 

Growing Through Learning 
 
St. Mary’s School provides students in grades Pre-K to 8 with a strong 
academic educa on and religious forma on. 
 
Faith Forma on programs are offered for children in grades K-10. 
 
Youth Ministry programs including Vaca on Bible School, Steubenville and 
High School & Middle School youth groups are offered for the youth of our 
parish. 
 
Adult Enrichment Programs provide educa on on the Liturgy, theology and family faith issues. 
 
Book & Bible Studies meet during the day or in the evening. 
 
Parish Library offers a wide variety of books, CDs and DVDs to parishioners. 
 
RCIA offers adults an opportunity to prepare for the sacraments and join the Catholic faith. 



Book Study—The Eucharist 
January 11, 18, 25 (@9-10 AM) 
 
You are invited to read and discuss 
the book, The Eucharist, A Bible 
Study Guide for Catholics by Fr. 
Mitch Pacwa, SJ.   Dates are 
Wednesday, January 11, 18, and 25 
in the Forcucci Faith Forma on 
Center from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 
in person or virtually, facilitated by 
Jen Shiman and Be y Bible. Books 
are available to purchase in the 
Parish Office.  All are welcome as we celebrate the 
Year of the Eucharist. 

St. Mary’s Women’s Day Retreat—
Save the Date  
Saturday, January 21st (10 AM—4 PM)  
Forcucci Faith Forma on Center  
“The Eucharist as Our Founda on”  
 
What is your most common experience of receiving 
the Eucharist? Is it grace-filled or does it feel rou ne? 
Come and find out how we might encounter Christ’s 
Presence more completely in our everyday lives. 
Retreat speaker Kathleen M. Irr will offer this retreat 
sponsored by the Women’s Ministry. Sea ng will be 
limited. Please RSVP to 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org by January 16 . 

 

Parish Cookbooks 
 
Cookbooks are available in the 
Parish Office.  Pick up your 
copy!   The book has 300 family 
favorite recipes and is $20.   

 
 
 
 
 
Cupcake Wars  
January 6 @6:00—8:00PM @St. Catherine of Siena 
St.ÊMary’sÊYouthÊMinistryÊvs.ÊSt.ÊCatherine’sÊYouthÊ
Ministry.ÊWe will meet at St. Catherine of Siena in 
Russell Hall and begin our compe on at 6 PM.  Pizza 
dinner will be served.  Bring your appe te, crea vity, 
and we will provide everything else that you need! 
Compete in three decora ng challenges. If you don't 
want to decorate, we  need judges too! And if you 
don't want to do either, then just come and eat 
cupcakes with us! Open to both junior and senior 
high students.  25ÊspotsÊavailable.ÊRegistra onÊisÊaÊ
MUSTÊtoÊaccountÊforÊsuppliesÊneeded!ÊPleaseÊuseÊ
theÊsignupÊlinkÊtoÊRegister. bit.ly/3V16BKp 
 
New Year Vision Board Party 
January 15th 6:00-8:00 PM Faith Forma on Center 
This will be a goal-se ng event for our high school 
youth (Gr. 9-12) where we will create vision boards 
to help us visualize our personal goals for the New 
Year. Please bring any old magazines you’d like to 
use, but all materials, including poster board, more 
magazines, scissors, s ckers and glue will be 
supplied. Pizza will be served.  Registra on Link for 
signup coming soon! 

Snow Cancellation Policy For Daily Mass 
 
If  school is delayed, the 8:00 AM 
daily Mass will con nue as 
scheduled in person.   
 
If school is cancelled, the 8:00 AM 
daily Mass will be available on live 
stream only . 

O Come Let Us Adore Him 
 

Carol Sing 
St. Mary’s Church 

Epiphany Sunday—Jan 8th 
3:00 PM 

 
 

Let us gather once more in the spirit of Christmas to 
rejoice in song! 

Refreshments will be  served 
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Christensen 
Insurance, LLC

Simsbury  
860-651-8236
Insuranceagentswhocare.com

More than
a grocery store. 
An active  member of  the 
community for over 50 years.

 710 Hopmeadow Street
 Simsbury, Connecticut Open 7 Days a Week | 8am-8pm

“Our reputation is built upon satisfied clients.”
Individuals, Businesses, Trusts 

and Not-for-profits
381 Hopmeadow St., Ste. 301 • Weatogue

860-651-9303
314 Farmington Ave. • Farmington

860-677-9188
www.harperwhitfield.com

Thomas D. Sullivan
First Vice President - Financial Advisor

The Willow Group at Morgan Stanley
860-313-7132 • toll free 800-243-3154 ext. 7132

Wealth Management
433 South Main St. Suite 100
West Hartford, CT 06110

NMLS#185351    www.morganstanleyfa.com/willowgroup • thomas.d.sullivan@morganstanley.com

 The Vincent Family Serving Your Family Since 1902
Providing the comfort of the only on-site crematory in the Farmington Valley

www.vincentfuneralhome.com
Simsbury   Canton
860-658-7613 860-693-0251

Custom Painting
Established 1988
Interior/Exterior

Residential/Commercial
Simsbury, CT                      860-658-1535

Arthur Robert Sanfilippo
Owner

25 Sam West  Rd. ,  P .O.  Box  1168,  Southwick ,  MA 01077
BARK MULCH & COLORED MULCH • DECORATIVE STONE

PLAYGROUND CHIPS •  F IREWOOD •  TOPSOIL

 413-569-2400  860-654-1975

www.tjbarkmulch.com

BEST PAINT...
 BEST ADVICE

Maher’s Paint &
Wallpaper LLC

369 West Main St.
Avon, CT 06001
(860) 678-1200

www.MahersPaint.com

Greg Maglieri, Parishioner
39 West Dudley Town Rd,  Bloomfield

860-242-0298
www.maglieri-construction.com

Maglieri
CONSTRUCTION & PAVING, INC.

Maglieri

Monuments & Markers
Cemetery Engravings 

860-217-0420
farmingtonvalleymemorials.com

�armington 
�alle� 

�emorial�

Granite & Bronze Cemetery Memorials
Distinctive Bronze Plaques

Memorial Cleaning & Lettering
739 Bloomfield Avenue, Windsor

860-688-5977  |  www.dagatagranite.com
Owners Michael & Vanessa Perry

D’Agata-Perry
Granite & Bronze

Does your loved one need short term rehab or long term care?

has a private room available! Call us for a tour today!
www.arkgovernorshouse.com • 203-554-2348

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, INC.

860-426-9063
Industrial | Commercial | Residential

Electrical, LV, Solar & Generators
www.griffinelectricalinc.com

LICENSE # CT-180673

Parishioner |  Cell  860-508-6602   
sheilag@bhhsne.com | sheilag.bhhsneproperties.com

Building relationships one home at a time.

44 Woodland St. Rear
Hartford, CT 06105
860-728-5431

#2 Fuel Oil
Heating & Cooling Service

and Installation
HOD-000924 • S1-303418

New England
Properties

Erica K. Maglieri
Realtor®

(860) 324-6842
ericamaglieri@bhhsne.com

Catholic Cemeteries Association is making it
easier than ever to pre-plan your cemetery
arrangements in one of our 30 cemeteries.

And Catholic Cemeteries Association is making
it even easier with our End-Of-2022 Specials!

Purchase any grave or mausoleum crypt and 
receive 0% financing, with no money down!

Whypre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price increases in the future

Call one of our Family Service Advisors today 
for more details! Offer expires 12/31/20222

* Cannot be combined with any other offers. Special applies to Pre-Need sales only.

Any space more
than $ 7,500,

pay 24 equal monthly
payments for two years*

Any space less
than $ 7,500,

pay 12 equal monthly
payments for one year*

700MIDDLETOWN AVENUE, NORTH HAVEN 203-239-2557 CCACEM.ORG

E ND - O F - T H E - Y E AR HO L I D A Y S P E C I A L S !

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Mary Hoffman

mhoffman@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6340

Law Office of Andrea M. Melanson LLC
A WHOLISTIC APPROACH TO LAW

Real Estate Transactions | Refinances
Estate Planning | Probate & Wills

Family Law including Mediation and  
Collaborative Process

860-651-7481
3 Grist Mill Road, Suite 2A, Simsbury



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary, Simsbury, CT 03-0265

LANDSCAPE COMPANY
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER

Garden Design • Landscape Construction
Hardscape Installation • Lawn Maintenance
Complete Garden Center • Christmas Shoppe

76 RIVERSIDE ROAD • SIMSBURY
860-651-0204

www.warnernursery.com

Kathy Ray Brignac REALTOR
Cell: 860-490-4958

KBrignac@Bhhsne.com
kathybrignac.bhhsneproperties.com

Active Parishioner for 35 years

Patrick F. Albergo, M.D.
Board Certified ophthalmologist

Duane F. Austin, M.D.
Board Certified ophthalmologist

639 Park Rd., W. Hartford, CT 06107
860.521.9230 • Fax 860.521.1709

35 Waterville Rd., Avon, CT 06001
860.409.7764 • Fax 860.409.7766

Connecticut’s
              Dealer

Since 1975
528-9881

South Windsor • Milford

Kevorkian & Associates, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Estates • Trusts • Elder Law • Probate
Real Estate and Commercial Transactions

Gary R. Kevorkian, Esq.     Kathleen M. Congero, Esq.     Jean E. Silverio, Esq. 
18 Hartford Avenue, Granby, CT     860-653-5521

www.kevorkianlawfirm.com

Home Improvement        Home Heating Oil

Family Owned Since 1986 
Skip & Lisa Chapman
Richard & Johnathan Chapman
Owners

27 Babbs Road, West Suffield, CT 06093
www.westsideoil.com • lisa@westsideoil.com

Senior Technicians
Richard and Johnathan Chapman

P1 0286211    S/7 309103     S/1 396778    HIC-0574515    HOD 118

860-668-4322

edwardjones.com

Are your investments
ready to fight inflation?

Peter Mowry, CRPC®
Financial Advisor
714 Hopmeadow St Suite 7
Simsbury, CT 06070
860-651-0849

BRISTOL’S

TREE SERVICE LLC
Steven Bristol - 860-693-0143
www.bristolstreeservice.com

Year Round Work 
Servicing the Farmington Valley

P.O. Box 77, Canton Center, CT 06020
CT. Arborist License #62677

860-352-5549
207 Albany Tpk. (RT. 44), Canton

www.oilchangecanton.com

Canton’s Favorite Tire Center
National Value, Hometown Quality

10% Off Repairs • $9 Off Oil Changes

Josh Livingston
REALTOR

Direct
(860) 655-6089 

 

joshlivingston@bhhsne.com
joshlivingston.bhhsneproperties.com


