
St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – March 09, 2022

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Sean Hughes

In Attendance: Parish Council Members: Betty Bible, Larry Christian, Jim Cramer, Susan
Falkner, Paul Henault, Sean Hughes, Josh Livingston, Paul Mikkelson, Leon Rippel, Jeff Ryan,
Lori Ryan, Father Stephen Sledesky

Other Attendees: Pam Carter, Linda Duff, Noreen Kuziak, Linda McGurn, Carol Storey

Absent: Annabelle Delacruz (conflict), Benjamin Reynolds (illness)

Opening Prayer (Lectio Divina) led by Fr. Stephen.

OPENING COMMENTS

Review and approval of minutes. Minutes from the February 9  meeting were approved
and will be posted on the parish website.

PASTOR’S REPORT

St. Joseph Medal.  We are grateful to Sean and Michele Hughes for their service to the
parish and community and congratulate them upon receiving the St. Joseph medal at the
Cathedral on March 20.

Lenten events are in full swing.  Father Matera’s series on meeting God through the eyes
of biblical characters is being held on Thursday evenings.  We have Stations of the Cross on
Fridays up to Holy Week and feature new booklets each week.  There is a soup supper prior
to stations on March 18 which will be the first gathering of this sort since prior to the
pandemic.  On March 25 Youth Ministry will lead stations in a more contemporary fashion.

St. Mary’s School.  The super hero event, robotics competition and pancake breakfast were
all a success.  A spring concert is being planned as we begin to resume normal activities.
We congratulate Mrs. Romando who is receiving the Light of Christ award by the
Archdiocese on March 18 at Faith Formation Day.

Parish Maintenance. Fencing repairs on Hopmeadow Street by the school playground will
occur in April.  We are looking at repair / replacement of the HVAC system for the church
which is at the end of life and not fully functioning.  Eventually, the boiler will need to be
replaced as well which is still operational but coming to the end of life.



Ukraine Outreach.  We have sent assistance through our charity fund through a group in
Hartford and have made a request to understand the most urgent needs.  We are
responding with spiritual and material support and open to ideas on how to best help.

Other news.  Nominations for upcoming parish council elections can be done on the
website.   Our youth will be attending Steubenville East this summer at the MassMutual
Center in Springfield in July and registration is open.  We are renegotiating with our bulletin
company and will be able to expand the bulletin to eight color pages.  A second automated
external defibrillator (AED) has been acquired and installed on the church landing for any
emergency.  The Connecticut March for Life will be held on March 23 at the Capital.

MARCH TOPICS

Ladies Guild / Women’s Ministry Update. We have welcomed six new women to the
group this year.  We have received a generous memorial donation from Loraine Goss, a
former St. Bernard and St. Mary parishioner.  We are waiving dues, not charging for the
women’s retreat, and only charging a minimal fee for certain activities.   We are planning a
wide variety of activities to reach women of all ages.

The book club offers a 7:00am Zoom option and in person 8:45am option in the church
library to provide options for school moms.   The current study is Walk in Her Sandals
which covers the women who encountered Jesus during His passion and has 25 women
attending.

Other activities included 20 women creating 300 scarecrow wreaths for the Governor's
House.  Help will be provided to the Spring Celebration Breakfast this spring.  The reference
tab on the website has been updated with recommended books, prayers and podcasts.

We will be shifting terminology over time from Ladies Guild to Women’s Ministry.

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts Workshop.   The Spiritual Gifts workshop, stemming
from our synod implementation and prioritization exercises, is scheduled for successive
Monday evenings beginning April 25.  A three tiered approach to extending invitations will
begin with personal letters, then with a promotion / witness message after mass to the



parish and finally to the broader community.

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts March Update

Review of Proposed Parish Council Bylaws Changes. We discussed feedback received
on meeting communications and decided to continue our current practice which leaves
some leeway and discretion to the recording secretary and the process to review and
approve minutes by council members.   A motion to approve the changes were approved
which include a) the names of ministries which have changed, b) improving the clarity of
how parishioners can request items to the agenda, c) changes to the timing for approval
and publishing of minutes, d) adjustments to the sequence of agenda items and e) a note
that the meeting chair may limit discussion for time constraints.

Parish Council Elections. The election cycle for upcoming parish council at large seats has
begun, a nomination committee has been formed, nominations are active on the parish
website and the logistics of getting ballots in the pews is being worked out.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Faith Formation.  Preparations for First Communion in May are underway including a
retreat at the end of April.  Bible camp will be returning this summer.  Our middle schoolers
have recently had a Virtus Child Lure class.  The Question & Answer session with Father
Stephen was well received.  We are pleased to bring Kelly Henderschedt from the
Archdiocese to speak on The Call to Parenthood on March 30, a session which is open to all.

Adult Enrichment. We are planning a Spring Welcome Back Breakfast for all.



Social action.  Our monthly collections for Hartford shelters and Immacare continue.  This
month we also donated to the Granby food pantry.  We are ready to help the Ukrainian
effort in any way.

Youth Ministry.  We will be attending Steubenville East this July and invitations will be
extended to St. Mary School students.

School Board.  Father hit on big themes in his opening comments.  This is a transition year
and normal activities are resuming such as sports and robotics club.   Enrollment packets
for next year are being prepared.  We are working on the budget and have early
commitments which help.  iPad replacements have been approved.

Finance.  The annual report presentation at all masses was well received.  We are overall
positive with higher offertory and lower expenses for January and February.  We will have a
better idea how this projects through the year once we get through March and April and we
hope the trend continues.

Open Forum.  We appreciate the Women’s Ministry providing an update this month and
invite other ministries (Men’s Ministry, Music, et al)  to request time on the agenda to
provide similar updates.

CLOSING

Closing Prayer. Prayer for Ukraine led by Fr Stephen.


