
 
St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – May 11, 2022 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Sean Hughes 

ATTENDANCE 

Parish Council Members: Betty Bible, Larry Christian, Paul Henault, Josh Livingston, Paul 
Mikkelson, Leon Rippel, Jeff Ryan, Lori Ryan, Father Stephen Sledesky  

Other Attendees: Linda Duff, Kate Rogers, Joanne Russell 

Absent: Susan Falkner, Benjamin Reynolds 

OPENING 

Opening Prayer (Lectio Divina) led by Fr. Stephen.  

Review and approval of minutes.  Minutes from the April 20  meeting were approved for 
posting on the parish website. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Sacramental Life. As we continue through the Easter season we are also celebrating the 
sacraments of baptism, marriage, communion and confirmation this spring with many 
families.   There were four First Communion masses split over the past and upcoming 
weekend.  Confirmations for our young adults will be held on 4/24 at the Cathedral and 
there are also two adults to be confirmed next week.  Our May crowning of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary will be on May 22.  

Youth Ministry Update.   Our Youth Ministry Committee convened on Monday 4/18 to 
review the scope of the position and vision of where we want to go.  We are offering 
Steubenville East this summer with 11 sign ups thus far. 

Ukraine Update.  We have raised $16,700 from our special collection which is now closed.   
These funds will be administered through the Knights of Columbus. 

Other News.  Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June.  Faith formation staff is looking 
at new ways of creating encounters with Christ and building disciples.  The Pastor Toolbox 
Workshop was a great opportunity to meet with colleagues and discuss management style, 
how to approach mergers, etc.  We have a May 22 breakfast reception after all masses to 



celebrate being back again in person.  Father Metzler’s 50th anniversary will be celebrated 
on May 29 at the 11am mass with reception in the parish hall.  We are working on quieting 
the HVAC system in the Forcucci Center during events so that it does not impact hearing. 

APRIL TOPICS 

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts Workshop.   The Spiritual Gifts Workshop, stemming 
from our synod implementation and prioritization exercises, is in full swing.   We have a 
cohort of twenty two participants across the three sessions held thus far.   

The materials and resources provided are top notch.  Linda and Bob McGurn along with 
Sharon Lacondro have done a wonderful job facilitating the group.  We are thankful for the 
funding from the Father Matera formation fund to make this possible. 

We have learned about the twenty spiritual gifts outlined in the New Testament and did an 
extensive inventory of our individual gifts, focusing on our top 5.  There has been some 
wonderful community building through the course with paired exercises to examine our 
heroes, meaningful events in our lives and events in the life of Jesus.  The workshop is 
leading us through a process to discover, develop and deploy the gifts the Holy Spirit has 
given to each of us.

 

Father will be joining next week as we complete the workshop and participants will be 
receiving a certificate of completion.  We have also planned a retrospective to garner 
learnings which we can apply to future programs.  We anticipate there is enough demand 
to run this program again perhaps this fall.   



 

 

 

Parish Council Elections.  We have five excellent candidates for the three open positions: 
Mary Anderson, Lee Barrett, Cara Bartos, Kathy Brignac and Kate Rogers.  There will be 
ballots in the pews and four ballot boxes at entrances over the next two weekends.  On May 
22, ballots will be closed, votes will be tabulated and we will determine our three new 
members for next year.   

Our June meeting is a passing of the baton with Sean Hughes, Susan Falkner and Josh 
Livingston rolling off after serving three years.  We also need to fill vacated open spots on 
the executive committee for next year which includes the President, Vice President and 
Secretary. 

Ministry Fair Discussion.   We have made progress versus many of our priorities and now 
want to begin to focus on our next priority which is a Ministry Fair.  This is an opportunity 
for parishioners to discover the many ministries across St. Mary and take a larger role in 
Christian stewardship.  It is a natural follow up from our Spiritual Gifts Workshop. 

A brainstorming discussion ensued with many of the ideas captured below: 

● We might think of this as fellowship fair and engage people in a way they don’t feel 
they have to sign the dotted line (Linda, Larry) 

● We should not do a customary loop through the table event and find creative ways 
to engage, considering ideas such as a food truck, scavenger hunt for children, etc. 
(Linda, Jeff, Joanne) 

● Follow up is important and at former events we collected a number of names for 
certain ministries but that didn’t always result in people being engaged in them 
(Larry) 

● We should include the school as a part of this event (Betty) 
● We should involve our young people including our confirmation classes and show 

how young adults can be involved (Kate) 
● We should consider having food, prizes and other incentives (Annabelle, Larry) 
● There may be an evangelization component to what we do and if so this would be 

covered by the Father Matera Fund.  (Linda) 
● We will need to coordinate this with other activities on the fall calendar (Betty) 

Larry Christian and Betty Bible volunteered to take lead from a parish council perspective 
and form an ad hoc subcommittee to run with this idea, providing updates to parish 
council.  They will be looking for additional team members to help plan and run this event 



for the parish which might include parishioners at large as well as new parish council 
members. 

Parish Youth Ministry Discussion and Next Steps.    We are coming out of a challenging 
period through the pandemic and as mentioned in the pastor’s report we have formed a 
subcommittee to address at a high level.  With the recent change in staffing we are looking 
at the scope and responsibilities of the youth minister position.     

Feedback and ideas from parish council members were solicited from the subcommittee 
members in attendance (Joanne Russell and Kate Rogers) and the following points 
captured the discussion: 

● Having a team of other adults supporting the youth minister is important (Betty) 
● We should consider engaging youth prior to confirmation to get them involved early 

(Larry) 
● There were many interesting learnings from the LA Congress including going small 

versus big events (Lori) 
● Small groups and activities based on hikes, athletic events, prayer etc. were some of 

the things which have worked well.  (Annabelle, Leon, Paul M) 
● Not having student leaders and poor communication are some of the things which 

could be improved (Annabelle) 
● We might consider partnering in a deeper way with St. Catherine’s and possibly 

other parishes to engage youth across Simsbury (Jeff, Paul H, Josh) 
● It would be wonderful to model marriage by having a young couple involved and to 

find more dynamic ways to engage than classroom (Linda) 
● We might be able to draw in those who were confirmed and no longer go to church 

through community events such as a concert or baseball game.  It shouldn’t be just 
learning but meeting people where they are at and building community. (Josh) 

● Covid has done damage and this generation feels lonely.  It is a great opportunity for 
the church to come in.  (Lori) 

● Young people want to be engaged in meaningful things and social justice is a 
wonderful way to do that.  (Linda) 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Liturgy.  We conducted a full review of the Holy week liturgies which received significant 
positive feedback.  We will consider the following in planning next year’s liturgies: 

● Palm Sunday.  Expand the procession with raising and waiving of palms. Ensure fan 
palms are in water so they do not dry out. 

● Holy Thursday.  Consider a new set of vessels for the sacred oil procession.  
Additional flowers needed.  Remind the congregation to kneel as the Blessed 



Sacrament passes.  Continuing the ‘Stay With Me’ at the altar of repose which was 
moving and invited all to stay for adoration. 

● Good Friday.  Music should continue during the preparation of the altar.  Continue 
the “Were You There” closing including the moving cello solo.    

● Overall. Remind altar servers for rehearsals! 

Faith Formation.  We completed our retreat at the end of April.  We completed two of our 
First Communion May 7 and have two additional scheduled for May 21.  Bible camp will be 
June 20-23. 

Youth Ministry.   We will be confirming 49 of our young adults on May 15 at St. Joseph 
Cathedral.  Father Stephen has offered to give a tour after mass to youth and their families. 

Adult Enrichment.  Our Spring Welcome Breakfast will be held on May 22 for the parish.  
Our interactive session with Sister Mary Cantlon from Holy Family Retreat Center will be 
held in the upper church and live streamed.  It is our last planned event of the season. 

Social action.  Hot meals and desserts were prepared and delivered by parishioners on 
April 3 to Mercy Shelter and April 25 to Immacare.  Non perishable food items, sanitizing 
supplies, personal hygiene items and paper products were delivered to South Park Inn on 
April 10 and to the Simsbury Food Pantry on April 24.  Note that the Simsbury Food Pantry 
has relocated to Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

School Board.  We are counting down the days until the end of school.  Our next meeting 
will focus on wrapping up this year and planning the new one to begin this fall. 

Finance.  Year to date our total revenue including gifts and offertory is up 29.6k and 6.7k 
respectively.   Our expenses are right on budget.  In our outlook we have a concern with 
offertory due to inflation and the economy impacting people’s ability to give but we are 
encouraged how parishioners continue to be generous.  The staff continues to be focused 
on expenses. 

Open Forum.  An observation was made that mass attendance has seemed to have 
increased.  (Reach out to Linda Duff about her comment regarding the training session in 
seminar format for 2022-23).  Father Stephen thanked council members for their freedom 
and willingness to share ideas which are important to him. 

CLOSING 
 
Closing Prayer.  Night Prayer (Liturgy of the Hours) led by Fr Stephen.  


