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Dear St. Mary’s Parishioners, 

 

On Thursday, October 21
st

 I had a meeting with Archbishop Mansell to inform him of my 

decision to leave St. Mary’s in June of 2011 after the school year ends.  My decision comes after 

much prayer and discernment, and I write to share with you both the news and my reasons. 

 

As some of you may know, I am a religious priest, which means I am a vowed member of the 

Congregation of Holy Cross.  I have been working in the Archdiocese of Hartford for what will be 

going on five years.  Over the past year I have felt a desire to return to my religious order and 

work in one of the community ministries.  As a religious, my life is centered on common prayer 

and a common life shared with the members of the community.  While I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 

my ministry in the Archdiocese of Hartford I have missed my brothers in community and sharing 

in those ministries that we sponsor as a religious order.   

 

This decision was truly difficult for me, as I have enjoyed each and every day here at St. Mary’s.  

My ministry at the parish and school has been fulfilling, and the kindness of Fr. Metzler and the 

parishioners has been greatly appreciated.  I have grown to love our children and I take great 

delight in the time that I spend with them.  Hence, my decision to remain until the school year 

comes to an end. 

 

I have every intention to be as engaged in the parish/school life as I have during my stay here.  I 

plan no changes to my daily routine.  As we come closer to the spring I will firm up the date of 

my departure.  At this point I do not know where my next assignment will take me.  I am in 

continual dialogue with my Provincial Superior about my desires and the community’s needs.  I 

expect that I will know more in the spring when other members of the community are 

transferred to new assignments and vacancies will need to be filled. 

 

In the meantime, I ask for your prayers.  I assure you of my continued prayers, and I trust that 

together we will do our best to make our parish and school a wonderful place for everyone. 

 

(Rev.) John M. Santone, C.S.C. 

Parochial Vicar 

 

 


