
 

4th  Sunday  of  Advent  &  Christmas:     December  20  &  25,  2020 

 

The Reverend Lawrence W. Jozwiak, J.C.L., Pastor 
Deacon Dennis Hayes  ●  Deacon Steve Klak 

Deacon John Naber  ●  Deacon Matt Rust  ●  Deacon Joe Weir 

     ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY 
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

Weekend  Masses 
 

Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass 
 

(Recorded & shown on  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe Church 

YouTube channel) 
 

Sunday 
8 am & 10 am; 12 Noon 

 

For  Christmas  Mass 
Schedule,  see p. 7. 

 

Daily  Mass 
 

Monday – Saturday 
8:30 am 

Confessions 
  

Wednesday:  Dec. 23 
       7:45 am – 8:15 am 
       30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
  6 pm – 7 pm or as long as needed 
  
Saturday:  Dec. 26 
    3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

Parish  Office  Hours 
Monday – Friday     9 am – 5 pm 

 
10135 West Road 

Houston, TX  77064 
 

Parish  Office: 281-955-7324 
Fax:   281-955-7328 

www.stmaximilian.org 
   Email:  stmaximilian@stmaximilian.org 



OUR  PARISH  MISSION 

We are the Christian Community of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.  Embracing our many and diverse gifts, we are united in Christ Jesus.  Challenged by the teachings of Our 
Lord, and inspired by the example of our Patron, we strive to serve God, and to minister to others, in prayer, 
sacrament, faith formation, and charity. 

PARISH  STAFF 
 

Mary Alice Greaney—Music Director 
Beth Jones—Parish Business Manager 
Eileen Mace—Kolbe Kids EC Program Director 
Lupe Mendez—Custodian 
Yvette Neider—Parish Night Clerk & Baptismal Coordinator 
David Nguyen—Custodian 
Sister Vinflora Onije—Pastoral Assistant 
Miguel Perdomo—Maintenance & Handyman 
Phyllis Schoelman—Parish Secretary 
Molly Smith—Director of Evangelization & Catechesis 
Diana Thomas—Faith Formation Assistant 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL 
 
Anna Cardona 
Jason Donat 
Madelyn Henderson 
Judy Quinn 
Christian Munoz (Recorder) 
Pam Munoz 
Mitch Reece (Facilitator) 
Esteban Teran 
Eileen Torres 
Chuck Woodruff 
Paul Yim 
Ken Zavatsky 

FINANCE  COUNCIL 
 
Martha Alvarado 
 

Sean Kennedy 
 

Wilfred Krenek (Facilitator) 
 

David Ricke 
 

Bob Charnock 
 

Mark Kohlschmidt 
 

Evie Ornelaz 

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM: 
 

 ADULT  BAPTISM:  Adults who desire to become Catholic, will participate in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 

 INFANT  BAPTISM (under the age of 7 years old):  We celebrate Infant Baptism on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month, except during Lent.  Parents of infants to be baptized are to attend Baptismal classes, 
preferably before the child is born.  Godparents are encouraged to attend but are not required.  

 

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION: 
        Adults and older youth who have not been Confirmed should contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE: 
Couples who are considering marriage are to contact the parish office, at least six (6) months 

(preferably earlier) before the couple's projected wedding date. 
 

SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK:  
      Any Catholic who is to have surgery due to a serious illness OR whose health is seriously 
impaired due to a serious illness or old age should be anointed ASAP, preferably before going to the 
hospital.  Contact ASAP a priest to schedule an anointing.  
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The 4th candle represents “PEACE” and is 
called the "Angel’s Candle."  The angels 
announced that Jesus came to bring peace--
He came to bring people close to God and to 
each other again. 
 
“Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of 
the Lord. May it be done to me according to 
your word.’” (Lk 1:38) Mary had complete 
trust in God, saying “yes” to his will. How 
would you describe your trust in God?  

Fourth  Sunday  of 
Advent  Prayer  for Peace: 

 
Almighty God, your heart is inclined  
 toward restoration.  
While we busy ourselves distinguishing 
between one another & creating division,  
 you seek to unite. 
Even in your judgment, your intent is to be  
 reunited with your wayward people.  
Grant, through your Holy Spirit, that we 
would long for the day when we will join 
people of every tribe, tongue and nation to 
praise you.  Amen. 

 

The  child  to  be  born  will  be  
called  holy,  the  Son  of  God. 
 

Luke 1:35  



St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!  

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor 

December 20, 2020 4th Sunday of Advent 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
We celebrate the 4th Sunday of Advent today.  We 

hear in today’s Gospel of Luke the Annunciation account.  
The Archangel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will 
bear a child.  We are told that Mary was “greatly troubled 
at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be.  Then angel said to her:  ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favor with God.’” 

“Do not be afraid.”  With those four words – repeated 
again and again by the archangel Gabriel, our hope of 
heaven was born.  Gabriel also told Joseph not to give into 
these fears of what others might say, think or do.  
Previously, Gabriel had spoken these similar words of 
reassurance to Zechariah when he received news of his 
wife’s (Elizabeth’s) miraculous pregnancy with John the 
Baptist.  After Jesus’ birth, these same words would be 
used to beckon the shepherds to come in from the fields, 
following the light of the star, to adore at the Christ 
child’s crib.  These are Jesus’ words to his first disciples 
to come and follow him. 

“Do not be afraid.”  These were the words with which 
Saint John Paul II began his papacy when he emerged 
from the conclave, under the white smoke of the chimney 
from the Sistine Chapel.  These same words are spoken to 
us each time we face life’s challenges, difficult decisions 
or even our own sinfulness.  Jesus being born among us 
means we no longer have to be afraid – either to live or to 
die, for he truly is “God with us.”  As we prepare for 
Christmas later this week and wrap our last-minute gifts, 
let us recall that the greatest gift is not the one we will 
find under the tree.  The greatest gift of Christmas was 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and was later found on the 
tree of the cross – born to die that we might live. 

Some have asked me if the 4 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
is the Children’s Mass.  All children are invited at ALL 
Masses, including the 4 pm.  But due to the pandemic, we 
are not having a 4 pm children’s choir like in the past.  
But still let the children come.  See p. 7 for the Christmas 
Mass schedule.  Traditionally, the 4 pm Vigil Mass is the 
most crowded.  With this pandemic, perhaps come to one 
of the other Masses that may not be as crowded.  Please 
follow respectively the directions of the ushers. 
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December 25, 2020 Merry Christmas 
We celebrate the birth of the child Jesus, our Savior.  

Why is it that our hearts melt when we see a newborn or 
young child?  A child seems to bring out the best in us. 
Perhaps it is their innocence or their joy at such simple 
things.  Can we imagine a world where we encounter each 
other as adults with joy and awe just as we encounter 
Christ and other children?  How would our relationships 
and world be if we really lived out the life of the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus? 

When I hear spouses confess the sin of hurting their 
spouse, I normally give a penance of spending quality 
time with their spouse.  Then I say:  “Be the spouse you 
know you are, treating them like you did when you were 
first married.  Tell them by word and deed that you love 
them.  Sneak up and give them a surprise hug.  And be 
‘joyful and playful’ with them since we become way too 
serious in life in all our relationships.”  It is amazing how 
the penitent agrees with my assessment.  May the joy and 
playfulness of children re-teach us how to live our adult 
lives.  Do not allow our professions, busy-ness or 
possessions and technology to overshadow what is truly 
important, that is our relationships! 

From the prophet Isaiah, we hear “For the Lord 
delights in you,…as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so 
shall your God rejoice in you (Is. 62: 4-5).” 
Unfortunately, so many people have doubts that this is 
true.  Too often, we fall into the trap that we have to earn 
God’s love by doing good.  Yet any parent simply loves 
their child.  The child does not have to do anything to be 
loved.  Do we believe that we are really loved by God? 
Out of that reality we want to be the child of God who 
loves in return.  That is where we are called to be loving, 
to do what God is asking us to do. 

If you are visiting us here at St. Maximilian Kolbe, 
whether in person or virtually via the internet, welcome!  
If you live nearby, know you are always welcome here!  
Please come back.  If you live a further distance, I hope 
you have a found a welcoming & a spiritually fulfilling 
parish where you live. 

Let us pray for one another, especially as we have 
been affected by this pandemic: either through isolation 
and loneliness, financially or any other hardship.  Let us 
pray for an end to this pandemic ASAP. 

 
“The Cross is the school of love.” 

 

“The most deadly poison of our time is indifference.” 
 

—St. Maximilian Kolbe 

“There is no greater love, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.”     John 15: 13 



TODAY’S  READINGS 
First Reading — I will fix a place for my people. (2 
Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16). 
Psalm — For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord 
(Psalm 89). 
Second Reading — To the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, be glory forever and ever (Romans 
16:25-27). 
Gospel — Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  
May it be done to me according to your word (Luke 
1:26-38).  

SIGNIFICANCE  of  BOWING 
 

A bow signifies reverence & honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the following: 
1)  A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at the names of   
Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being celebrated. 
2)  A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words “and by the Holy Spirit was  
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.”    —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 

For the scriptures used at Mass every day & to hear 
a Reflection, go to: http://www.usccb.org   
On the very top Menu bar, tab in on “Daily Reading.” 
Then click on the date of the readings you would like 
to read.  You may also request to have the daily 
readings sent to your email. 

Saturday, Dec. 19  
8:30 am Deceased Marinas Family Members † 
5 pm  Joe & Jeanette Coury 
 

Sunday, Dec. 20              4th Sunday of Advent 
8 am  Parishioners of St. Maximilian 
10 am  Carlos Amengual † & Irvin Charnock † 
12 Noon James W. Cozart, Jr. † and David & 

  Camila Thiam † 
Monday, Dec. 21                               St. Peter Canisius 
8:30 am Rocky Vogtman † 
Tuesday, Dec. 22  
8:30 am Alveraize Saizan 
  John Pineda † 
Wednesday, Dec. 23                        St. John of Kanty 
8:30 am Catherine Nguyen 
Thursday, Dec. 24                Christmas Eve 
NO 8:30 am Mass on this Thursday only. 

4 pm  Stash & Tilly Gorka † 
   Charles Wiggins † 
6:30 pm Patrick J. Nelson † 
9 pm  Parishioners of St. Maximilian 
Friday, Dec. 25                             Christmas 
      Nativity of the Lord 
10 am  Soupy Herrera † 
Only 1 Mass on Christmas Day at 10 am. 

Saturday, Dec. 26                                       St. Stephen 
8:30 am Della Kubeskie † 
5 pm  Calixto Barrientos, Sr. † 
Sunday, Dec. 27                                   The Holy Family 

             of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
8 am  Parishioners of St. Maximilian 
10 am  Lindsay Bowker † 
12 Noon Ralph & Greg Snyder † 

READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK 
 

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 
20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 
1:57-66 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Lk 1:67-79 
Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 
13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-
20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-
14] 
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128:1-
5 or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or Hb 11:8, 11-
12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40] 

THE  ETERNAL  GOD 
King David wished that the ark of God might have a 

more permanent home.  David may have envisioned some-
thing like the cedar palace where he resided.  God had in 
mind something more:  a throne where David’s descend-
ants would rule for ever, a kingdom where Jews and Gen-
tiles alike would be welcome. 
Mary’s prayerful nature led to an even more disturbing mes-
sage.  She would conceive and bear a Son though she was 
not yet married.  “How can this come about?”  Mary won-
dered.  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,” she was told 
(Luke 1:35). 
Mary’s acceptance of this difficult challenge ushered in this, 
the final age of God’s reign.  What was once a secret 
known only by chosen people like King David and his de-
scendants must now be made clear to all so that, as Saint 
Paul wrote to the Romans, we can be brought to the 
“obedience of faith” “according to the command of the eter-
nal God” (Romans 16:26).         Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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EXPOSITION of the BLESSED  SACRAMENT: Follow the protocol which is posted at the entrance to the Immaculata Chapel.  
The Immaculata Chapel is closed Saturdays beginning at 6 pm until Sunday, 7:30am for intensive sanitizing.  No one may 

enter during these hours.  Thank you for your cooperation.  Below are days/times where help is needed.  To sign up, please 
contact Susie Charnock @ 281-813-1492. 

“So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?...”  Mt 26:40 

Day of the week Hours Needed 
Tuesday 12 Midnight – 1 am 
Tuesday 9 pm—10 pm 

Thursday Noon—1 pm 

Friday 3 pm—4 pm 
Friday 9 pm—10 pm, need 2 

Thursday 7 pm—8 pm 

Wednesday 4 pm—5 pm 

 

ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY   

An  Act  of  Spiritual  Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.   
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

Pray for the repose of the souls of our faithful departed: 
 Maria Cantu †, sister-in-law of René Cantu 
Aurora Rodriguez †, mother of Noemi Lopez 
Mario Guiterrez †, uncle of Liz MacFarlane 

Armando Bermudez, Sr. †, father of  
Rosalinda Bermudez 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. —Amen. 
May their souls & the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  —Amen. 

For consolation & God’s healing graces upon the family & 
friends of the deceased.  Heal their pain and dispel the 
darkness & doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 

Dynamic  Catholic 
Be  Bold     Be  Catholic 

 

Let  Your  Soul  Shine 
A  Free  Daily  Advent  Experience 

Making  2021  the  Best  Year  of  Your  Life 
Starts  with  Advent! 

 

Best Advent Ever involves a daily video reflection 
sent to your email designed to help you prepare for 
Christmas. 
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-
advent-ever.html  
 

The Road to Bethlehem offers a variety of re-
sources for the whole family.  Choose your level of 
commitment.  Daily Advent Reflections, weekly 
talks, Brother Francis reflections for children, week-
ly videos, and action items to live out Advent.  If 
you are signed up with www.formed.org watch for 
the introductory email in the third week of Novem-
ber and sign-up. 
 

See our website for more information & links. 
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Are you interested in your child re-
ceiving their First Communion 
sacrament?  Part of the require-
ments in order to do so include reli-
gious education (Catholic School 

or CCE—Faith Formation).  Please contact Molly 
Smith in the parish office or email her at  
mollys@stmaximilian.org to receive more infor-
mation and to begin the process. 

 

Pray  for  the  Deceased  

Monday,  December  21st  -  Winter  begins 

No Exposition of 
the Blessed 

Sacrament from  
8 am on Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, until 
Sunday, Dec. 26, 
after the 12 Noon 

Mass.  



Are you registered at St. Maximilian Kolbe?  It is im-
portant to register as a member of a parish so we 
can better serve the needs of all our parishioners.  
To register, call the parish office and we will mail a 
Registration Form to you.  (281) 955-7324 

 

ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY      p. 6 

 
Blessed Virgin Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception, 

 
Patroness of  

the United States, 
 

Pray for us! 

Items  currently  needed  in  the  
St.  Maximilian  Kolbe  Food  Pantry 

 

Canned meats:  chicken, chili, tuna     Canned Mixed Veg-
etables     Jelly/Peanut Butter     Canned Fruits 

     Breakfast items:  boxed cereal, oatmeal packages, pop 
tarts, granola bars     Canned Pasta     Paper Towels 

         Canned Pasta Sauce/1 lb. bags of dried pasta     
Macaroni & Cheese boxes     Shampoo 

Toilet Tissue  Bar Soap  Deodorant Toothpaste & brushes 
 

Our Food Pantry is now open for curbside pick-up 
only on Wednesdays beginning at 3:30 pm.   

Contact us by calling the parish office or at  
FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org       

Thank you for all donations! 

Prayer after an 
Election 

 

God of all nations, Father of the human family, 
we give you thanks for the freedom we exercise & 
the many blessings of democracy we enjoy 
in these United States of America. 
 

We ask for your protection & guidance for all who 
devote themselves to the common good, working 
for justice & peace at home & around the world. 
 

We lift up all our duly elected leaders & public 
servants, those who will serve us as president, as 
legislators & judges, those in the military & law 
enforcement. 
 

Heal us from our differences and unite us, O Lord, 
with a common purpose, dedication & commitment 
to achieve liberty & justice in the years ahead for all 
people, and especially those who are most 
vulnerable in our midst.  Amen. 
 

Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers, revised edition 
(Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, 2007). The "Prayer After an Election" by Cardinal 
Adam Maida, Archbishop of Detroit, is used with permission. 

MLK  Mass  of  Remembrance 
All are invited to the 36th annual Mass of Re-
membrance, honoring the birthday of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  Mass will take place on 
Sunday, January 17 at 3 pm at the Co-Cathedral 
of the Sacred Heart in downtown Houston. 

Café Catholica Lite: Jan. 14 
The next Café Catholica Lite will be held online on 
Jan. 14, 2021, from 7-8:30 pm.  Our speaker is 
Heather Khym from Life Restoration Ministries 
and the Abiding Together Podcast.  Her topic 
will be “Christ, Our Firm Foundation.”  The night 
will include the talk, Q&A, and communal prayer.  
Go to https://bit.ly/CatholicaLite to register.  The Ca-
fé Catholica program seeks to help young adults 
(ages 18-39) encounter Christ and his Church.  All 
young adults are invited to join us for Café Catholica 
Lite throughout the year.  For more information con-
tact the Office for Young Adult and Campus Ministry 
at www.archgh.org/cafecatholica or 
yacm@archgh.org or 713-741-8778. 

The parish offices will be closed Thursday and 
Friday, December 24 and 25.  They will also be 
closed Friday, January 1, 2021.  The parish 
staff would like to wish each and every one of 
our parishioners and their families a wonderful 
and blessed Christmas and New Year. 

"Advent is the Season in which we remember 
God's nearness, that He came down toward us." 

                                                                                    Pope Francis 

 

Due to an early bulletin deadline of Dec. 11th, 
the collection amounts for December 13th 

were not available. They will be reported in a 
following bulletin. 

The Knights of Columbus will be 
selling tamales this weekend, Dec. 19
-20, after all Masses or until sold out. 
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The Catholic Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since at least the 8th century.  They are the 
antiphons (responses) that accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-
23:  the Octave before Christmas.  They are a magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical imagery 
drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment 
not only of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well.  Their repeated use of the imperative 
"Come!" embodies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah.  These O Antiphons comprise the hymn 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  These O Antiphons are used for the daily Gospel Alleluia verse 
normally (there can be an exception sometimes.) 
 
Praying the "O" Antiphons as a family, household or with others – during grace at meals, in front of 
the Advent wreath, manger scene or the Christmas tree – is a wonderful Advent devotion and a time 
to read, meditate and reflect on the Scriptural texts which form the basis for the "O" Antiphons. 
 

December 20  (cf. Isaiah 22:22; 42:7) 
     O Clavis David (O Key of David):  O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal  
      Kingdom:  come and free the prisoners of darkness! 
December 21  (cf. Isaiah 9:2) 
     O Oriens (O Rising Dawn or Morning Star):  O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of  
      justice:  come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
December 22  (cf. Isaiah 9:5; 2:4; 28:16-17) 
     O Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations):  O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 
      come and save man, whom you formed from the dust! 
December 23  (cf. Isaiah 7:14; 33:22) 
     O Emmanuel (God is with us):  O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:  come to save us,  
      Lord our God!  
 
It is interesting to note that the first letter of each antiphon – Sapientia, Adonai, Radix, Clavis, Oriens, Rex, 
Emmanuel – when read backwards forms an acrostic in Latin: "Ero cras."  This can be understood as the 
words of Christ, responding to His people’s plea, saying, "Tomorrow I will be there." 
 

Primary Source: https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/the-o-antiphons-of-
advent 

Christmas  Eve,  Thursday,  December  24 
(No 8:30 am Mass on Thursday, Dec. 24) 

4 pm,  6:30 pm  &  9 pm  Masses* 
 

10 am  Mass*  Christmas  Day,  Friday,  December  25 
30 minutes of caroling prior to all 4 Christmas Masses. 

 

5 pm  Mass*  New  Year’s  Eve,  Thursday,  December  31 
10 am  Mass*  New  Year’s  Day,  Friday,  January  1 

(*There will be overflow seating with live streaming, as needed for Christmas & New Year’s. 
Holy Communion will be brought to those in overflow seating.) 

Confessions 
 

Wednesday:  Dec. 23 
       7:45 am – 8:15 am 
       30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
  6 pm – 7 pm or as long as needed 
  

Saturday:  Dec. 26 
    3:30  pm – 4:30 pm 

Christmas Trees, Flowers &  
Decoration Fund 

 

Please be extra generous with your donation for Christmas 
trees, flowers & decoration fund.  We have invested in 
some Christmas trees, decorations, flower pot containers, 
etc., that can be reused for years to come.  Though there is 
an upfront cost, it is an investment savings for years to 
come.  So please be generous.  Thank you. 



 

Blessing of a Christmas Manger / Nativity Scene (Crèche) & Tree 

The custom of displaying figures depicting the 
birth of Jesus Christ owes its origin to St. Francis 
of Assisi, who made the Christmas crèche or 
manger for Christmas Eve of 1223. 
 

The blessing of the Christmas manger or 
nativity scene may take place on the Vigil of 
Christmas or at another suitable time. 
 

When the manger is set up in the home, it may be 
blessed by a parent or another family member.  A 
Christmas song may be sung. 
 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
 R/. Who made heaven and earth. 
Someone reads Luke 2:1-8. 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
   R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Leader: God of every nation and people, from the 
very beginning of creation, you have made 
manifest your love:  when our need for a Savior 
was great you sent your Son to be born of the 
Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. 
 

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, and who 
lives and reigns forever and ever.  R/. Amen. 
—A Christmas song may be sung. 
—Both blessings from Catholic Household 
Blessings & Prayers (on USCCB website) 

The Christmas tree may be blessed by a parent 
or another family member.  When all have 
gathered, a Christmas song may be sung. 
 

Make the sign of the cross. R/. Amen. Leader: Let 
us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation & 
peace into our midst, now and forever.  R/. Amen. 
 

Leader: Brothers & sisters, amidst signs and 
wonders Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: 
his birth brings joy to our hearts & enlightenment 
to our minds.  With this tree, decorated and 
adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may 
its lights guide us to the perfect light. 
 

Someone reads Titus 3:4-7.  Reader: The Word 
of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader:  Let us ask God to send his blessing 
upon us & upon this sign of our faith in the Lord. 
R/. Lord, give light to our hearts. 
—That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree 
of glory on which Christ accomplished our 
salvation, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 
—That the joy of Christmas may always be in our 
homes, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 
—That the peace of Christ may dwell in our 
hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 
Our Father… 
Leader:  Lord our God, we praise you for the light 
of creation: the sun, the moon & the stars of the 
night.  We praise you for the light of Israel: the 
Law, the prophets & the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
        Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as 
we illumine this tree. May the light & cheer it gives 
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.  May all 
who delight in this tree come to the knowledge 
and joy of salvation.  We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. R/. Amen. 
The lights of the tree are then illuminated. 
Leader concludes the rite by signing oneself with 
the sign of the cross & saying: May the God of 
glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now 
and forever. R/. Amen. 
The blessing concludes with a verse from  
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: 
O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

The 4th Sunday of Advent: “Mary said, ‘Behold, 
I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to 
me according to your word.’” (Lk 1:38)  Mary had 
complete trust in God, saying “yes” to his will. 
How would you describe your trust in God? 



DECEMBER:  For a Life of Prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 

Laura Aguianga, Bill Carew, Emilio Chavez-Cody, 
Kayson Clay, Patricia Crim, Joseph Coury, Martha 
Dardnel, Rose Deathe, DeLeon Family, Courtney 
Durocher, Jearald Dyer, John Eaves, Bobby Embesi, 
Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza, D.D., Isidra 
Flores, Missy Fouts, Joseph Gallagher, Carol Ann 
Geary, Eric Gensch, Richard Geveshausen, Kenny 
Gordon, Francisco Grados, Mack Harper, Mitzi 
Harper, Mary Hebert, Annette Hernandez, Rachel 
Huebel, Linda Johnson, Monsignor Milam Kleas, 
Madison Koopmann, Laurine Krejci, Mrs. Hoang Le, 
Hoken Linden, Rachele Marchisio, Ashley Mueller, 
Richard Ornelaz, Vic Pennell, Stan Petty, Jennifer 
Quintanilla, Robert Reue, Most Reverend Vincent M. 
Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L., Jose Rodriguez, Kent Rogers, 
Jeff Rowell, Alveraize Saizan, Maria Senjudo, Tony 
Sliva, Louise Slott, Grace Smith, Joey Smith, Lance 
Smith, Irma Sosa, Christine Swiech, Ken Switzler, 
Randy Thomas, Fr. John Ulm, & Linda Webb, 
Frances Wooley and family 

If you would like someone added to our Parish Prayer List, contact 
the parish office @ 281-955-7324.  Going forward the Prayer List in 
the bulletin will be reviewed periodically and names on the list over 
90 days will be removed unless we receive notification to retain 
them.  May God bless you, protect you and please keep all those 
on our list in your prayers.  Thank you. 
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Have you contributed to the Diocesan Services Fund (DSF)? 

Have you made your DSF pledge yet? 
Our mandatory amount is $138,000.  We are short 
$27,187.  If we do not reach this $27,187 shortfall, 
then we must dip into parish income to make up the 
difference. To donate, pick up a DSF pledge 
envelope in the pew or by the exit doors. Or go to: 
https://www.archgh.org/dsf 

We can meet our DSF!  Please contribute today! 

BRING YOUR GREATEST GIFTS TO THE LORD 
DSF 2020 Parish Mandatory Amount:    $138,000 
Pledged:       $ 103,719 
Paid:        $ 110,813 
Pledged Under Mandatory Amount:          ($  34,281) 
Paid Under Mandatory Amount:                ($  27,187) 
Number of Participants:                350 

Weekend Homilies are recorded & posted now 
on our parish webpage above the menu bar 
next to bulletins:  https://stmaximilian.org/  

BRING  YOUR  GREATEST  GIFTS  TO  THE  LORD          Make a Christmas DSF gift to the Parish! 
Your help is needed!  There is time to donate!  We have a bit further to go to cover our $27,187 shortfall!  
You may donate by check, credit card, or debit card, making online payments using e-check, all on the DSF 
website at www.archgh.org/dsf.  Send a check (made payable) to DSF, PO Box 4681, Houston, TX, 77210-
4681 using one of the DSF envelopes in the pews or in the Church narthex.  Thank you for your generosity 
and support.  Each donation is important, none too small.  PLEASE   SUPPORT  DSF!! 

“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”– Lk 1:28 
After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward.  
Her entire life was lived in obedience to God’s 
call.  Mary teaches us to live with joy for all we 
have been given.  Just as the moon reflects the 
light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ.  
Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ’s light to 
the world through our gratitude and generosity. 

"By his incarnation the Son of God has united himself 
in some fashion with every human being" (Vatican II, 
GS 22).  This saving event reveals to humanity not 
only the boundless love of God who "so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son" (Jn 3:16), but also 
the incomparable value of every human person.  The 
Church, faithfully contemplating the mystery of the 
Redemption, acknowledges this value with ever new 
wonder.  She feels called to proclaim to the people of 
all times this "Gospel", the source of invincible hope 
and true joy for every period of history.  The Gospel of 
God's love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the 
person & the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible 
Gospel” (Pope John Paul II, The Gospel of Life, n.2).  



The best compliment you
can give is a referral!
We offer $20 per each

Qualified Referral!

WE PROVIDE:
Home & Auto,

Travelers Insurance,
Commercial Insurance

and Other Services
7303 Breen Dr. Ste. 1, Houston, TX 77086
832-930-4201 • www.torrinsurance.com

Torr.insurance@gmail.com

Hablamos
Español

Compassionate Care.
Catholic Ideals.

Baylor St. Luke’s
Medical Group

Jamie Hernandez,
MD, CFCMC, FACOG

Brooke Jemelka,
MD, CFCMC, FACOG

Kathryn Karges,
MD, CFCMC, FACOG

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Caritas Women’s Care | 281.637.9095

1327 Lake Pointe Parkway | Suite 500 | Sugar Land, TX 77478

Schedule an appointment at www.BSLMG.org/Caritas

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

89 Beauty School
18910 FM 529 Suite #8 | Cypress, TX 77433

Monday - Friday: 9am - 7pm
Saturday: 9am - 5pm

INVEST IN YOUR
FUTURE TODAY!!!

Call: 832-427-6438

Classes in Spanish,
Vietnamese &  English

Flexible Hours

SALON SERVICES
AT LOW COST

515265 St Maximilian Kolbe Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-833-5941

PLAY RUGBY
Texas’ Only Catholic
Men’s Rugby Club

www.arrowsrugby.com

KITCHEN LIFT
COUNTERTOPS & TILE

(832) 296-7544 • www.kitchenlift.com
John & Michelle Zullinger, CTR Parishioners

Fully Insured • Free Consultation • Free Estimates

Kitchen
& Bath

Remodeling

Houston’s Oldest & Most Trusted Family
Owned Funeral Home & Cemetery Firm





A Full Service Facility
www.winklersgarage.com

13912 Hempstead Hwy.

Family Owned & Operated

Since 1976

Kenneth & Jennifer Winkler
Parishioners @ Christ the Redeemer

18 Months or 18,000 Miles Warranty

Extended Warranty Policies
Welcomed

Monday-Friday 7:30 AM-5:30 PM

713.462.7212

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

HAIR & NAIL STUDIO
281-469-2050

Men • Women • Children
Full Set Manicure/Pedicure

Open 7 Days A Week
10100 West Rd., Suite B

Affordable Handyman
281.414.5266

HOME REPAIR SERVICE
No job too small

jvnguyen63@hotmail.com

Twin Nails Spa
Professional Nails Care

Manicure  - Pedicure - Facial  - Waxing  - Tint

281-517-0111

9050 W. Sam Houston N. Pkwy #300
Houston, TX 77064

(Next to Bank of America, LA Fitness)

REALTOR®

Deena Everest
713.705.7041
deena.everest@SIR.com

Parishioner

NEW
CLOSER

LOCATION!

Ride with the No. 1
car insurer in Texas.

David Everest CLU ChFC, Agent As your local agent, I’m here to help life go right ®

11250 West Rd., Houston, TX 77065 LET’S TALK TODAY.
Bus: 281.861.8112
Cell: 713-907-3337
www.davesf.com

515265 St Maximilian Kolbe Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-833-5941

Darren A. James, AAMS®
First Vice President - Investments
3510 156th St., Lubbock, TX 79423
p. 832-498-6755   f. 832-500-4532     
darren.james@raymondjames.com   www.raymondjames.com/darrenjames
Parishioner

Raymond James & Associates, Inc. member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

Dominguez
PEST CONTROL, INC.

Residential Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Parishioner

713-691-2696
dominguezpest@gmail.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Bathing & Dressing Assistance • Grooming • Assistance
with Walking • Medication Reminders • Errands

Shopping • Light Housekeeping • Meal Preparation
Friendly Companionship • Flexible Hourly Care
www.visitingangels.com/copperfield

(832) 509-4024

Call Today 281-536-7423
K & S Plumbing Co. Serving All Your Needs

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

Phone: 713-695-9739 • www.kands-plumbing.com

Joseph Kenjora Jr. & Eddie Syzdek Jr. Owners
Master License No. 9146 & 9149 Parishioner35 Years Experience

Discount 
Fancy Clothing
• Men’s Tuxedos
• Prom Dresses
• Wedding Party Dresses 
•  First Communion
Wholesale or Retail Up to
%15 - %75 Off -Rent or Buy

Natural 
Weightloss
• Alkaline Water
• Non Surgical Lipo
• Protein Bar & Shake
• Diet Tea Supplements  
• Free Consultation  
• Find us on Facebook Susan Doan - Nutritionist

281.794.4913
11807 N Gessner, Houston, TX 77064

snnweightloss@hotmail.com

PHO MAI TAI NOODLE HOUSE & GRILL
9344 Jones Road, Ste. D

281-807-5459
Lunch Specials 

Every Day

10% OFF
With Ad

Dine In Only

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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