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Deacon Dennis Hayes  ●  Deacon Steve Klak 

Deacon John Naber  ●  Deacon Matt Rust  ●  Deacon Joe Weir 

     ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY 
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass 
 

(Recorded & shown on  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe Church 

YouTube channel) 

Sunday 
 

8 am 
10 am 

12 Noon 

Daily Mass 

Monday – Saturday 
8:30 am 

Confessions 
 

Saturdays 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

or by appointment. 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Friday     9 am – 5 pm 

10135 West Road 
Houston, TX  77064 

Parish Office: 281-955-7324 
Fax: 281-955-7328 

www.stmaximilian.org 
   Email:  stmaximilian@stmaximilian.org 



OUR  PARISH  MISSION 

We are the Christian Community of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.  Embracing our many and diverse gifts, we are united in Christ Jesus.  Challenged by the teachings of Our 
Lord, and inspired by the example of our Patron, we strive to serve God, and to minister to others, in prayer, 
sacrament, faith formation, and charity. 

PARISH  STAFF 
 

Mary Alice Greaney—Music Director 
Beth Jones—Parish Business Manager 
Eileen Mace—Kolbe Kids EC Program Director 
Lupe Mendez—Custodian 
Yvette Neider—Parish Night Clerk & Baptismal Coordinator 
David Nguyen—Custodian 
Sister Vinflora Onije—Pastoral Assistant 
Miguel Perdomo—Maintenance & Handyman 
Phyllis Schoelman—Parish Secretary 
Molly Smith—Director of Evangelization & Catechesis 
Diana Thomas—Faith Formation Assistant 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL 
 
Anna Cardona 
Jason Donat 
Madelyn Henderson 
Judy Quinn 
Christian Munoz (Recorder) 
Pam Munoz 
Mitch Reece (Facilitator) 
Esteban Teran 
Eileen Torres 
Chuck Woodruff 
Paul Yim 
Ken Zavatsky 

FINANCE  COUNCIL 
 
Martha Alvarado 
 

Sean Kennedy 
 

Wilfred Krenek (Facilitator) 
 

David Ricke 
 

Bob Charnock 
 

Mark Kohlschmidt 
 

Evie Ornelaz 

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM: 
 

 ADULT  BAPTISM:  Adults who are preparing to become  Catholic, will participate in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation at Easter. 

 INFANT  BAPTISM (under the age of 7 years old):  We celebrate Infant Baptism on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month, except during Lent.  Parents and Godparents of infants to be baptized should attend 
Baptismal classes, preferably before the child is born. 

 

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION: 
        Adults and older youth who have not been Confirmed should contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE: 
Couples who are considering marriage should contact the parish office, at least six (6) months or more 

before the couple's projected wedding date. 
 

SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK:  
      Any Catholic who is to have surgery due to a serious illness OR whose health is seriously 
impaired due to a serious illness or old age should be anointed ASAP, preferably before going to the 
hospital.  Contact ASAP a priest to schedule an anointing.  

The 2020 – 2021 Faith 
Formation Calendar is 
now available on the St. 
Maximilian website.  All classes will be Virtual.  
Parent meetings are set and will be held soon.  
Please check at www.stmaximilian.org for more 
information.  Registration deadline has 
past—please contact the parish office. 

Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church or know someone who is?  Or 
were you baptized Catholic but never completed your Sacraments of Initiation 
(Confirmation & Eucharist)?  If your answer is “yes” to any of these, then RCIA 
is for you!  Our sessions have begun.  We would normally meet in person but 
due to current COVID-19 restrictions, we will begin our program with virtual 

          meetings.   
     Contact Deacon Matt Rust at matt.rust@stmaximilian.org or 281-300-9923 for more information or 
should you have any questions. 
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Start by doing what is necessary, 
then do what is possible; 

suddenly you are doing the impossible. 
                          St. Francis of Assisi 

Adoration for Vocations 
Join in for Eucharistic Adoration, Adoration by 
Candlelight.  Attendees will be praying for voca-
tions to the priesthood and religious life.  Mon-
day, September 28th; 7 – 8 pm at the Co-
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 1111 St. Joseph 
Pkwy, 77002 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!  

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor 

September 27, 2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

We have received some positive compliments that we 
are sponsoring this Wednesday’s 7 pm virtual meeting on 
Faithful Citizenship.  It is a meeting to unpack the 
USCCB’s document asking everyone to form their 
conscience and vote for the candidate who most supports 
moral principles in policies.  This 1½ hour virtual (Zoom) 
meeting can accommodate up to 500 participants.  You 
must register to receive a link to the webinar.  Register 
ASAP versus waiting to the last minute and thus missing 
part of the beginning talk.  Refer to p. 5 for more info. 

I will stress what the U.S. Bishops state that they “...do 
not intend to tell Catholics for whom or against whom to 
vote.  Our purpose is to help Catholics form their 
consciences in accordance with God's truth.—#7”.  The 
presenter, Deacon Larry Vaclavik, has presented this topic 
for some 12 years.  He will outline “… the moral and 
ethical dimensions of public policy issues.  In light of 
ethical principles, we bishops offer the following policy 
goals that we hope will guide Catholics as they form their 
consciences and reflect on the moral dimensions of their 
public choices.  Not all issues are equal; these ten goals 
address matters of different moral weight and urgency.  
Some involve intrinsically evil acts, which can never be 
approved.  Others involve affirmative obligations to seek 
the common good.”—#92. 

The real challenge is to distinguish between various 
real important policy issues that have a profound 
influence on life but are not equal in moral weight  and 
urgency to a certain policy(s) that involve “intrinsically 
evil acts, which can never be approved.”  On p. 5, I have 
listed all 10 goals for you to reference during this meeting.   

We all hear the statement that “the Church needs to 
stay out of politics” as if we do not have any right to 
speak out.  The Church does have the Gospel and U.S. 
constitutional right to speak out on moral issues, on 
“intrinsically evil acts, which can never be approved” and 
on the ethical principles that affect policies.  Jesus himself 
preached on various moral issues.  This is what the 
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Bishops have stated:  “Some question whether it is 
appropriate for the Church to play a role in political life. 
However, the obligation to teach the moral truths that 
should shape our lives, including our public lives, is 
central to the mission given to the Church by Jesus Christ. 
Moreover, the United States Constitution protects the 
right of individual believers and religious bodies to 
participate and speak out without government 
interference, favoritism, or discrimination.  Civil law 
should fully recognize and protect the right of the Church 
and other institutions in civil society to participate in 
cultural, political, and economic life without being forced 
to abandon or ignore their central moral convictions.  Our 
nation's tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, 
when religious groups and people of faith bring their 
convictions and concerns into public life.  Indeed, our 
Church's teaching is in accord with the foundational 
values that have shaped our nation's history:  ‘life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.’"—#11. 

There is the inconsistency of saying the Church cannot 
speak out & give its moral convictions on life issues & 
what pertains to it, but any other individual or group of 
people can speak out & offer their “moral” opinion.  
Every policy decision has a moral or value component 
involved.  The U.S. Constitution guarantees an individual 
or a group of people the right to speak which includes the 
Church. 

It is my prayer that Catholics will vote using “moral & 
ethical dimensions of public policy issues” versus just 
voting because one is considered of one political party or 
voting on personality versus on real policies.  Let us pray 
for civility in our public discourse, having a fruitful 
dialogue of challenging policies and ideas. 

Parents, have you registered your children for faith 
formation yet?  Contact the parish office immediately to 
do so.  Have you made your DSF contribution yet?  See p. 
7.  Preparations for the parish fall festival have begun.  
Go to p. 6 & our parish web site to see how you can get 
involved, how you can donate auction items, etc.  Though 
our festival will be much different, let’s participate as 
fully as possible to build up our parish life community, to 
enjoy one another & raise much needed parish funds. 

 
“The Cross is the school of love.” 

 

“The most deadly poison of our time is indifference.” 
 

—St. Maximilian Kolbe 

“There is no greater love, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.”     John 15: 13 



p. 4 TODAY’S  READINGS 
 

First Reading — When the wicked turn away from their 
wickedness they have committed and do what is right, 
they shall surely live (Ezekiel 18:25-28). 
 

Psalm — Remember your mercies, O Lord (Psalm 25). 
 

Second Reading — Consider others as better than 
yourselves; look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others (Philippians 2:1-11 [1-5]). 
 

Gospel — Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering 
the kingdom of God ahead of you (Matthew 21:28-32). 

 

Monday, September 28                      St. Wenceslaus, 
            St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions 

Leon Swiech †                                      8:30 am 
 

Tuesday, September 29              SS. Michael, Gabriel 
         and Raphael 
Alveraize Saizan, Intentions                  8:30 am 
 

Wednesday, September 30                       St. Jerome 
Michael Williams †                                8:30 am 
 

Thursday, October 1     St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
Donald Burchfield, Jr. †                         8:30 am 
 

Friday, October 2                  The Holy Guardian Angels 
Rick Jones †                                         8:30 am 
Catherine Maranon, Intentions 
 

Saturday, October 3  
Tyler Lowrimore †                                 8:30 am 
Bette Cozart, Intentions                             5 pm 
 

Sunday, October 4          27th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Parishioners of St. Maximilian                       8 am 
Isabel Boylan †                                        10 am 
Ashley Pereira † 
Miguel Villarreal† & Cresencio Arcos† 12 Noon 

SIGNIFICANCE of BOWING 
 

A bow signifies reverence & honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the following: 
1)  A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at the names of   
Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being celebrated. 
2)  A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words “and by the Holy Spirit was  
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.”    —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 

For the scriptures used at Mass every day and to 
hear a Reflection, go to:  
http://www.usccb.org  On the very top Menu bar, tab 
in on “Daily Reading.” Then click on the date of the 
readings you would like to read.  You may also re-
quest to have the daily readings sent to your email. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.   
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

Weekend Homilies are recorded & posted now 
on our parish webpage above the menu bar 
next to bulletins:  https://stmaximilian.org/  

  FAMILIAR  INSIGHTS 
Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to re-
peat other teachers.  Maybe there really are not that 
many different truths to tell.  Just a lot of slow, sleepy 
human beings—like us—who need to hear the basics 
over and over.  Consider today’s readings. 
People complain God is not “fair,” and Ezekiel answers 
that God is more than fair.  People choose their own 
fates, and people can change.  Even evildoers can turn, 
do right, and live.  “Actions speak louder than words.”  A 
fresh new insight?  Hardly. 
Paul tells the Philippians that he would truly be encour-
aged if those who claimed to be believers would, in fact, 
look to others’ interests and not their own.  “The proof of 
the pudding is in the eating.”  A novel idea?  I do not 
think so. 
In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone 
knows that the one who said he would not work—but 
did—is way ahead of the one who said he would work—
but did not.  “Talk is cheap.”  Heard that before? 
        Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Pray for the repose of the souls of our faithful departed: 
Della Kubeskie †; Mary Ann Mlandenka †; Jonathan 
Henry †, husband of Ginny Glynn; Edna Dominguez †, 
wife of Eddie Dominguez; Ruth Bader Ginsburg †.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. —Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  —
Amen. 

For consolation & God’s healing graces upon the family & 
friends of the deceased.  Heal their pain and dispel the 
darkness & doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 



 

   In preparation for this meeting, read Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship:  A Call to Political Responsibil-
ity from the Catholic Bishops of the United States (en Español), which provides a framework for U.S. Catholics. 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title 

Faithful Citizenship 
Join us:  7 pm Wednesday, Sept. 30th for a virtual meeting  

with Deacon Larry Vaclavik to unpack the USCCB’s document on 
Faithful Citizenship. Register: https://stmaximilian.org/   Main page. 
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“Catholic teaching challenges voters and candidates, citizens and elected officials, to consider the 
moral and ethical dimensions of public policy issues.  In light of ethical principles, we bishops 
offer the following policy goals that we hope will guide Catholics as they form their consciences 
and reflect on the moral dimensions of their public choices.  Not all issues are equal; these ten 
goals address matters of different moral weight and urgency.  Some involve intrinsically evil acts, 
which can never be approved.  Others involve affirmative obligations to seek the common good.”—
#92 from Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 
• Address the preeminent requirement to protect the weakest in our midst—innocent unborn children—by 
restricting and bringing to an end the destruction of unborn children through abortion and providing women in crisis 
pregnancies the supports they need to make a decision for life.  
• Keep our nation from turning to violence to address fundamental problems—a million abortions each year to deal 
with unwanted pregnancies, euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of illness and disability, the 
destruction of human embryos in the name of research, the use of the death penalty to combat crime, and imprudent 
resort to war to address international disputes.  
• Protect the fundamental understanding of marriage as the life-long and faithful union of one man and one woman 
and as the central institution of society; promote the complementarity of the sexes and reject false "gender" 
ideologies; and provide better support for family life morally, socially, and economically, so that our nation helps 
parents raise their children with respect for life, sound moral values, and an ethic of stewardship and responsibility.  
• Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that offers a path to citizenship, treats immigrant workers fairly, 
prevents the separation of families, maintains the integrity of our borders, respects the rule of law, and addresses the 
factors that compel people to leave their own countries. 
• Help families and children overcome poverty: ensuring access to and choice in education, as well as decent work 
at fair, living wages and adequate assistance for the vulnerable in our nation, while also helping to overcome 
widespread hunger and poverty around the world, especially in the areas of development assistance, debt relief, and 
international trade.  
• Provide health care while respecting human life, human dignity, and religious freedom in our health care system. 
• Continue to oppose policies that reflect prejudice, hostility toward immigrants, religious bigotry, and other forms 
of unjust discrimination.  
• Encourage families, community groups, economic structures, and government to work together to overcome 
poverty, pursue the common good, and care for creation, with full respect for individuals and groups and their right to 
address social needs in accord with their basic moral and religious convictions. 
• Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of military force—examining for what purposes it may be 
used, under what authority, and at what human cost—with a special view to seeking a responsible and effective 
response for ending the persecution of Christians and other religious minorities in the Middle East and other parts of 
the world. 
• Join with others around the world to pursue peace, protect human rights and religious liberty, and advance 
economic justice and care for creation. 

“Let us not see each other in the divisive light of Democrat or Republican or 
any other political party, but rather, let us see the face of Christ in our 

neighbors, especially the suffering or those with whom we may disagree.” 
– Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville,     “Coming Together as Faithful Citizens for the Common Good” 

   United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (November 9, 2016) 

You must register in order to receive a link to the webinar. 



READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK 
 

Monday:  Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
 

Tuesday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 
138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
 

Wednesday:  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88; Lk 9:57-62 
 

Thursday:  Jb 19:21-27; Ps 27; Lk 10:1-12 
 

Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10, 
13-14ab; Mt 18:1-5 
 

Sat.: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119; Lk 10:17-24 
 

Sunday:  Is 5:1-7; Ps 80; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 
21:33-43 

So valuable to heaven is the dignity of the human soul 
that every member of the human race has a guardian 
angel from the moment the person begins to be. 
              St. Jerome 

Join the 2020 Public Square Rosary Crusade.  Our na-
tion is in great need of public prayer, repentance & con-
version.  We ask God to assist America through the Ro-
sary of His Most Holy Mother.  Join us in praying for our 
nation on Saturday, October 10th at 12 noon.  The 
local Public Square Rosary Rally will take place at the 
corner of Jones Road & Bridge Down Drive. Contact 
Linda Sturgill at 281-468-1789 for more info. 

Power Hour Prayer Time 
Need a spiritual boost?  Join us at 7pm on Monday 
nights in the St. Maximilian Kolbe Immaculata Chapel.  
One hour of prayer includes the Rosary, Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, consecrations and litanies to Jesus and Mary 
along with meditation music and hands on healing pray-
er.  A special hour of adoring Jesus will bring peace and 
healing as promised by Our Lady.  Call Jeanette Coury 
at 281-914-3676 for more information. 

Thank you to our pastor, Father Lawrence, for 
answering the call to serve the Lord as a priest 
since 1987.  We are very grateful for all you do 
to help share Jesus and His love with us at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Community. 
God bless you on this Priesthood Sunday. 
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Faith Direct:    $23,387.67     09/15/2020      # of Donors 
Offertory:       $20,338.67        192 
Debt Reduction:       $  2,134.00          28 
Catholic University of America 
   University of St. Thomas  $     365.00          13 
Food Pantry:       $     100.00            1 
St. Vincent de Paul:      $     100.00            1 
Assumption of the  
       Blessed Virgin Mary:    $       25.00            1 
Infirm Priests:       $       25.00            1 
Elem. Faith Formation:      $      210.00            3 
Jr. High Faith Form.:      $       30.00            1 
High School Faith Form.:    $       60.00            1 

Mass Attendance & # of Envelopes for 9/19 & 20, 2020 
     5 pm                  160;           30 Envelopes 
     8 am    155;            18 Envelopes 
    10 am     277;           30 Envelopes 
    Noon     204;           13 Envelopes 
    Total:     796;           91 Envelopes 

Sunday Collection for September 19/20 
Offertory:            $     8,164.00 
Debt Reduction:           $     2,375.00 
Food Pantry:            $        100.00 
Collection Total is:                     $   10,639.00 
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Stewardship 
 

is not about the church’s need to receive.  
It is about our need to give.  

Have you made your DSF pledge yet?   
Our mandatory amount is $138,000.  We are 
short $60,595. If we do not reach this 
$60,595 shortfall, then we must dip into 
parish income to make up the difference. To 
donate, go to: https://www.archgh.org/dsf 

 

One of the many Faces of DSF supported programs 

3 Ways for you to give to our parish: 
1. Online at FaithDirect.net; You may easily schedule a month-
ly offertory; or make a one-time donation to St. Maximilian Kol-
be Church using Faith Direct; our parish code is TX625. 
2. Deliver envelopes with cash or checks to the parish office 
during office hours. 
3. Mail checks (do not mail cash) to the parish office:  St. Maxi-
milian Kolbe Catholic Church; 10135 West Road, Houston, TX 
77064. 

Please support the parish, either donating on 
weekends and/or weekdays. 

OUR  PARISH  DEBT 
Original Loan, October 2010:                $5,200,000 
Amount to be paid:                                $39,815.89 

Prayer for Priests 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. 
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for you our God & your people. 
Grant them the wisdom, understanding & strength they need to  
     follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 
Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our  
     Eternal Priest.  Amen. 

 

Priesthood Sunday:  TODAY, September 27th 

20% of DSF is allocated to:   
PROMOTING,  PREPARING & 
SUPPORTING the CLERGY  

 
Vocational ministries address the full 
range of support for the clergy from 
the beginning stages of discernment 
to retirement. These ministries offer 
education & formation of men for the 
priesthood & permanent diaconate 
as well as provide direct sacramental 
and pastoral care, spiritual direction, 
and fraternal support as they carry 
out their ministries. 



SEPTEMBER:  Universal Prayer Intention:  Respect for the 
Planet’s Resources     We pray that the planet’s resources will not 
be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

Benjamin Bellami, Bill Carew, Patricia Carter, Denise Caskey, Patria Cillo, Emilio Chavez-Cody, 
Kayson Clay, Patricia Crim, Martha Dardnel, Deacon Fred Dinges, Courtney Durocher, Jearald Dyer, 
Bobby Embesi, Aurora Enciso, Karen English, Dora Enriquez, Linda Everest, Most Reverend Joseph 
A. Fiorenza, D.D., Missy Fouts, Sheri Friecke, Joseph Gallagher, Carol Ann Geary, Eric Gensch, 
Richard Geveshausen, Beatriz Gonzales, Kenny Gordon, Francisco Grados, Mack Harper, Mitzi 
Harper, Charles Hebert, Rachel Huebel, Irma Jacinto, Linda Johnson, Carl Kaping, Monsignor Milam 
Kleas, Corine Konvicka, Madison Koopmann, Laurine Krejci, Tommy Kubeskie, Mrs. Hoang Le, 

Neveah Leger, Hoken Linden, Rachele Marchisio, William Massey, Sabrina McClure, Ashley Mueller, Mark Neagli, 
John Oggero, Father Roy Oggero, Kristen Ornelaz, Richard Ornelaz, Carmen Ortiz, Jerry Pendlum, Vic Pennell, 
Herman Pereira, Stan Petty, Drake Pope, Jennifer Quintanilla, Chris Raggio, Oralia Ramirez, Robert Reue, Joel 
Rivera, Most Reverend Vincent M. Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L., Carol Rodriguez, Kent Rogers, Nelda Ruiz, Alveraize 
Saizan, Maria Senjudo, Ernest Sepulveda, Doug Shepherd, Tony Sliva, Louise Slott, Grace Smith, Joey Smith, 
Lance Smith, Nancy Snyder, Irma Sosa, Marilyn Stocker, Christine Swiech, Ken Switzler, Diana Thomas, Vick 
Anthony Todaro, Annette Triska, Father John Ulm, Meghan Urbanski, Janet Vasko, Jerelyn Walker, and Linda 
Webb. 

The  Chapel  Sanctuary  Candles  and  Flowers  at the  Altar  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
for  the  week  of  September  28th  are  in  loving  memory  of  ADRIA  GOULD †. 

If you would like someone added to our Parish Prayer List, please contact the parish office @ 281-955-7324.  Going forward the Prayer List 
in the bulletin will be reviewed periodically and names on the list over 90 days will be removed unless we receive notification to retain them. 
May God bless you, protect you and please keep all those on our list in your prayers.  Thank you. 
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Items currently needed in the Food Pantry: 
Canned chicken    Jelly    Peanut Butter    Pancake mix 
Canned soup—ready to serve     Canned mixed veggies 
Syrup     Oatmeal Packages     Boxed Cereals     Instant 
Mashed Potatoes   Canned pasta sauce  Canned Fruits     
Gravy mix packages 

St. Maximilian’s Food Pantry is now open for 
curbside pick-up only on Wednesdays beginning 
at 3:30 pm.  Contact us by calling the parish office or 
at FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org   

Thank you for all donations! 

Weekly Devotional Prayer 
Holy Rosary @ 6:30 pm on Wednesdays 
Evening Prayer @ 7 pm on Wednesdays 

Divine Mercy @ 3 pm on Thursdays 
All are prayed during Adoration in the 

Immaculata Chapel. 

That we recognize all the people that God has 
put in our lives as gifts! 
“Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly 
regard others as more important than your-
selves…” Philippians 2:3 
Pride and ego are hard things to control.  We 
see how others act or dress and think we are 
superior to them.  We idolize our own self-
image.  But, if we truly believe everything is a 
gift from God, we recognize all the people that 
God has put in our lives as gifts!  We are grate-
ful for how they enrich our lives.  Pray every 
day for the people in your life:  your family, your 
friends and those who make you angry. 
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St. Max "Day of Prayer for Life" 
SATURDAY, OCT. 24TH

40 Days for Life 
Co-sponsored by Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston & Houston Coalition for Life 
http://houstoncoalition.org/stand-and-pray  

You could help save a life by praying 
—at the Planned Parenthood 

Abortion Facility 4600 Gulf Freeway 
one - two hour shifts between 7am - 3pm 
(Social distancing precautions mandatory) 

OR 
—You can sign up also to pray at home. 

For more info, to sign-up, or follow 
someone, stop by Respect Life Table after 

MASSES on Oct. 10/11 & Oct. 17/18, or call 
Tom 281-380-0403, Karen 281-639-1999 

or email kcomstock@sbcglobal.net 

 

Next Sunday – Oct. 4th is Respect Life Sunday 

     I was praying the rosary recently on the sidewalk outside of a very busy abortion center in the 
Washington, D.C., area, where I live. The building, a seedy-looking structure that used to be a 
convenience store, is located on a busy, divided thoroughfare. Three lanes of traffic head in one 
direction, and three lanes run the opposite direction. With a major intersection a half block away, heavy 
traffic often backs up at the red light. Some drivers pretend not to notice the peaceful folks praying or 
offering pro-life assistance to the mothers, fathers and family members heading into the abortion facility. 
Some drivers give encouragement, & some will occasionally shout a profanity or give a “thumbs-down.” 
     The sidewalk is in such a busy location, one really must tune out much of the noise to pray with any 
concentration for the mothers heading into the abortion facility.  During one of the green light cycles 
when the cars began to move again, a driver yelled out “Black lives matter!” as he sped off. As his 
comment sunk in, I realized that his words were both prophetic and challenging. Most of the mothers 
heading into the abortion facility were black. Most of the children who would die there that day were also 
black. Their lives have incredible significance to all of us outside the abortion facility who were offering 
prayers and life-affirming alternatives. To those doing business inside the abortion center, little mattered 
other than the money. 
     The abortion industry itself admits that, in the United States, the abortion rate for black women is 
almost five times that for white women. While every abortion is a tragedy, we should ask ourselves why 
black children are dying so disproportionately. Why are so many black women abandoned to, and 
victimized by, abortion? Why has the disproportionate rate of abortion among black women been so 
ignored by the media, policy makers and abortion advocates? 
     From the child in the womb to her strong and courageous mother, every life matters. But do I really 
act accordingly, as the driver proposed? Am I supporting or volunteering at my local pro-life pregnancy 
care center, maternity home or prenatal care program? Do I work to alleviate poverty, as many women 
cite lack of financial support as a reason for seeking an abortion? Am I regularly praying for those in 
great need? Am I working to address racial disparity in its many forms? Now, every time that I return to 
pray outside that abortion center, I am reminded anew that all black lives matter, and I recommit myself 
to ensuring their right to life. 

—By Tom Grenchik is the Executive Director of the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities. 
For more info, visit www.usccb.org/prolife 
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