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Deacon John Naber  ●  Deacon Matt Rust  ●  Deacon Joe Weir 

     ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY 
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

 

Weekend  Masses 
 

Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass 
 

(Recorded & shown on  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe Church 

YouTube channel) 
 

Sunday 
8 am 
10 am 

12 Noon 

 

Daily  Mass 
 

Monday – Saturday 
8:30 am 

 

Confessions 

 
 

See expanded Advent  
Confession times 

on p. 8. 

Parish  Office  Hours 
Monday – Friday     9 am – 5 pm 

 
10135 West Road 

Houston, TX  77064 
 

Parish  Office: 281-955-7324 
Fax:   281-955-7328 

www.stmaximilian.org 
   Email:  stmaximilian@stmaximilian.org 



OUR  PARISH  MISSION  STATEMENT 

We are the Christian Community of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston.  Embracing our many and diverse gifts, we are united in Christ Jesus.  
Challenged by the teachings of Our Lord, and inspired by the example of our Patron, we strive to 
serve God, and to minister to others, in prayer, sacrament, faith formation, and charity. 

PARISH  STAFF 
 

 

Mary Alice Greaney—Music Director 
Beth Jones—Parish Business Manager 

Eileen Mace—Kolbe Kids EC Program Director 
Lupe Mendez—Custodian 

Yvette Neider—Parish Night Clerk & Baptismal Coordinator 
Sister Vinflora Onije—Pastoral Assistant 

Miguel Perdomo—Maintenance 
Phyllis Schoelman—Parish Secretary 

Molly Smith—Director of Evangelization & Catechesis 
Diana Thomas—Faith Formation Assistant 

Chris Wuenscher—Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL 
 

Anna Cardona 
Jason Donat 

Madelyn Henderson 
Judy Quinn 

Christian Munoz (Recorder) 
Pam Munoz 

Mitch Reece (Facilitator) 
Esteban Teran 
Eileen Torres 

Chuck Woodruff 
Paul Yim 

Ken Zavatsky 
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FINANCE  COUNCIL 
 

Sean Kennedy 
 

Wilfred Krenek (Facilitator) 
 

David Ricke 
 

Bob Charnock 
 

Mark Kohlschmidt 
 

Evie Ornelaz 
 

Thomas Nelson 
 

Mauricio Antunez 
 

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM: 
  

 ADULT  BAPTISM:  Adults who desire to become Catholic will participate in the Rite of Christian    
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 

 INFANT  BAPTISM (under the age of 7 years old):  We celebrate Infant Baptism on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month.  Parents of infants to be baptized are to attend Baptismal classes, preferably before 
the child is born.  Godparents are encouraged to attend but are not required.  

  

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION: 
 Adults and older youth who have not been Confirmed should contact the parish office. 
  

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE 
      Couples who are considering marriage are to contact the parish office, at least six (6) months 
(preferably earlier) before the couple's projected wedding date. 
  

SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK:  
      Any Catholic who is to have surgery due to a serious illness OR whose health is seriously impaired 
due to a serious illness or old age should be anointed ASAP, preferably before going to the hospital.  
Contact ASAP a priest to schedule an anointing.  

Pray for the repose of the souls of our faithful departed: 
Christine Rose Jordan †, sister of Anne Adolph 

Josiah Santos-Coy †; godson of Cecilia Santos-Coy 
Carrie Gurka Walkoviak †, wife of Joe Walkoviak &  
mother of Marvin Gorka; Victoria Sanchez † 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. —Amen. 
May their souls & the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  —Amen. 
 

For consolation and God’s healing graces upon the family & 
friends of the deceased.  Heal their pain and dispel the dark-
ness & doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 

Weekend Homilies are recorded & posted 
on our parish webpage: 

https://stmaximilian.org/homily 

Advent 
Hope          Love          Joy          Peace 

Heavenly Father, Lord of the harvest, 
call forth vocations to the priesthood & consecrated life 
     from our diocese and our families. 
Inspire men to imitate Christ the Eternal High Priest 
     in sacrificial service to Your Church. 
Move the hearts of men & women to offer themselves  
     wholly to You in poverty, chastity & obedience. 
Send them as laborers for Your harvest. 
Inspire the faithful to support them with prayer & sacrifice. 
Raise up holy families who foster openness to Your call. 
We ask this through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

Vocation Prayer 



December 5, 2021 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
We are celebrating the 2nd Sunday of Advent already?  

Are you overwhelmed with all the things to get done prior 
to Christmas, with shopping, dinner parties, decorating, 
etc.?  But have you included in your over busy schedule 
time for Christ, for Advent prayer & preparation?  If so, 
that means something else needs to be sacrificed to make 
time.  But in doing so, you are making Christ, your faith 
all so important.  When you place Christ first, there will 
be untold benefits, not only with your relationship with 
Christ, but with one another.  Make time for Christ!  Trust 
that Christ will bless you in so many ways, even when you 
think you cannot do just one more thing.  In the busy-ness 
of this time, let us make time for Christ, as well as family 
& friends!  Let us make every attempt to keep Christ in 
the Advent & coming Christmas Seasons. 

Wednesday, Dec. 8th, is the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is 
the patronal feast day of the USA.  Masses are at 8:30 am 
& 7 pm.  Note on p. 4 for expanded confessions for this 
Wednesday & p. 8 for all of Advent.  Please make use of 
the cleansing & graces offered in the Sacrament of 
Penance (Confession). 

Remember, the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
refers to the conception of Mary by her parents, Joachim 
& Anne.  It holds that Mary was preserved by God from 
original sin or its stain from the moment Mary was 
conceived in the womb of her mother, Anne.  That is what 
"immaculate" means: without stain.  Refer to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church #490-#493 for info.  
Listen to the beautiful prayers of the Mass (Collect or 
Opening Prayer, Prayer over the Offerings; Preface & 
Prayer after Communion) that reflect this profound truth.  
As I have been emphasizing, Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi, 
Lex Vivendi: The law of praying is the law of believing is 
the law of living. 

Recently, I have been inviting / challenging you in 
your faith awareness.  Once again, I invite you to read the 
Sacred Scriptures readings prior to your arrival at church 
or to read them from the blue hymnal once you settle into 
your pew or both.  See p. 4 for more info.  We also made 
them available on our parish website main page by 
clicking the icon under Mass Scriptures.  If you have not 
started the series on the Eucharist (p. 5), it is never to late 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!  
 
 
 
Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor 

to start.  Plus we have placed it on the main page of the 
parish website.  Look for the icon “Presence, the Mystery of 
the Eucharist.”  And once again, look for the Advent online 
enrichment web sites.  There are still a few Advent booklets 
on the book rack in the narthex (entrance of the church). 

Please exercise caution when you park your vehicle by 
NOT leaving anything of value in your vehicle, especially in 
clear view.  A church parking lot is not immune to thefts.  
Unfortunately, we have had a small number of vehicles 
burglarized since I have been here as Pastor, and in some of 
those cases, purses, lap tops, etc., were in plain view.  
Recently, we have installed 12 additional, security cameras 
(about $4200 from the Maintenance & Repair Fund).  In the 
most recent vehicle burglary, we were able to capture some 
images of the theft.  But these cameras are not the answer to 
everything.  It is not easy to get a good picture of the thief’s 
face since they are normally looking downward & the 
cameras are placed higher to prevent them from being 
vandalized.  And the thief either removes their license plates 
or have fake paper plates.  Although we have not had 
problems with thefts in the church, please do not leave 
anything of value unattended, especially purses, in the pew 
when going to Holy Communion or anywhere else. 

Have you considered giving a Christmas gift to the 
parish?  What about making a donation to replace some 
trees & all the bushes damaged by the major freeze this past 
February?  I was hoping the bushes would rebound, but they 
have not.  And there are so many bushes to replace which 
will be a major expense.  Along the Education Building, 
some of the slender “cedar” trees have died, and the others 
will not last too much longer.  They all need to be replaced.  
Those estimates on how much it would cost per tree & bush 
were not available for this bulletin.  I hope to have those 
estimates for next week. 

Remember to take the ornament tags off the Christmas 
trees & bring the unwrapped gift with the ornament tag 
taped to the gift.  See p. 7 for helping those in area shelters 
with a Christmas meal.  Next Sunday, Dec. 12th, at about 
11:20 am, we will pray in the church the rosary in honor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe & sing some hymns in her honor. 

Thank you for your generosity with making our 
mandatory DSF amount by this past July.  I knew you could 
do it, and you did!  It has been wonderful not pleading for 
more contributions, and I have remained quiet, as promised.  
Gentle reminder: we have $17,057 in pledges still to be 
paid.  This year alone, we will get 100% back in overage, 
including our remaining $17,057.  Please fulfill your 
remaining pledges so that amount can be used for the parish. 

“The Cross is the school of love.” 
“The most deadly poison of our time is indifference.” 

—St. Maximilian Kolbe 

                                                    Pastor’s  Message                                                p. 3           

“There is no greater love, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.”     John 15: 13 



TODAY’S  READINGS 
 

1st Reading — Stand on the heights, Jerusalem; see 
your children rejoicing that they are remembered by 
God. A merciful & just God leads Israel in joy (Bar 5:1-9). 
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we 
are filled with joy (Psalm 126). 
2nd Reading — May your love increase in knowledge 
to discern what is valuable that you may be blameless 
for the day of Christ (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11). 
Gospel — John proclaims a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.  All flesh shall see the salva-
tion of God (Luke 3:1-6). 

 

Saturday, December 4                St. John Damascene 
 

8:30 am             Ashley Pereira † 
5 pm  Aurora Rodriguez †, 
   Rosa Maria Jacqueline “Jackie” Vu † 
 

Sunday, December 5           Second Sunday of Advent 
8 am  Joseph Gallagher 
10 am  Lindsay Bowker † 
12 Noon Parishioners of St. Maximilian 
 

Monday, December 6                                St. Nicholas 
8:30 am Anna Guidry 
 

Tuesday, December 7                               St. Ambrose 
8:30 am Alveraize Saizan 
   Rosa Maria Jacqueline “Jackie” Vu † 
 

Wednesday, December 8                The Immaculate 
     Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:30 am Consuelo Acosta † 
7 pm  Parishioners of St. Maximilian 
 

Thursday, December 9                        St. Juan Diego 
8:30 am            Dominic Bui † 
 

Friday, December 10                      Our Lady of Loreto 
8:30 am            Joan Persaud † 
 

Saturday, December 11                        St. Damasus I 
8:30 am For the Souls in Purgatory † 
5 pm  Joe & Jeanette Coury 
 

Sunday, December 12          Third Sunday of Advent 
        Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8 am  Janice Pannell † 
10 am  Anita Sextro † 
12 Noon Parishioners of St. Maximilian 
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READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK 
 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;  
     Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6,  
     11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2, 3b,15-16,18-19;  
     Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7;  
     Lk 3:10-18 

Diving into the beauty of the 
Catholic Faith has never been 
easier, using any internet con-

nected device. Discover  teachings on doctrine, sacraments 
& bible, saints, books, movies, etc.,...there is something for 
every member of the family to help them grow closer to 
Christ & His Church. 

Registering on FORMED is easier than ever! 
—Go to https://formed.org/signup 
—Enter your parish zip code or name to select your parish 
—Enter your name & email 
You can also sign up for daily reflections to be sent to your 
email at https://daily.formed.org/ 

For the scriptures used at Mass every day & to hear a 
Reflection, go to: https://www.usccb.org   
On the very top Menu bar, tab in on “Daily 
Reading.” Then click on the date of the readings you 
would like to read.  Or go to parish website. May also 
request to have the daily readings sent to your email. 

This weekend’s Scripture 
readings may be found in 
the blue hymnal, #996. 

 

The Immaculate Conception: Wed., Dec. 8th 

• 8:30 am & 7 pm Mass 
 

Confessions on Wed., Dec. 8th:  
• 7:45 am-8:15 am prior to 8:30 am Mass 

• 30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
• 5:45 pm-6:45 pm prior to 7 pm Mass 

A  DEEP  CHANGE  OF  HEART 
When John proclaimed a baptism of repentance, as 
today’s Gospel relates, he called people to a deep 
change of heart.  For John the Baptist, repentance 
was not simply regret for past failings, but a commit-
ment to orient life around God’s desires and purpos-
es.  What might living in alignment with God’s desires 
look like?  Our readings offer some clues.  Baruch 
indicates that when mercy and justice are embraced 
like a royal garment, we may see the fruits of repent-
ance.  Paul notes how the Holy Spirit has been active 
within the church in Philippi, forming them to live in a 
loving and united community of faith, so they may wit-
ness to the love of God.  And John himself suggests 
that a repentant heart clears a path for God to enter, 
leveling the mountains and valleys of our resistance, 
so that God might dwell within.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



St. Joseph, pray for us! 

SIGNIFICANCE  of  BOWING 
 

A bow signifies reverence & honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the following: 
1)  A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at the names of   
Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being celebrated. 
2)  A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words “and by the Holy Spirit was  
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.”    —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 
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If you have attended a women's 
ACTS retreat, you are invited to 
join the 2022 St. Max women's 
team.  We would be happy to pray 

together and answer any questions you might have 
about joining the team.  If you are unable to commit to 
the 13 weekly meetings, consider serving on our off-
site team.  If you have served in the past or are con-
sidering serving for the 1st time, we are praying for our 
beautiful sisters in Christ to come and grow in faith & 
spirituality together. Pray about the time commitment 
to attend 13 weekly team meetings.  The Women’s 
team is meeting every Monday @ 6:30 pm in Room 
214. Contact Grace Moren @ grmoren@sbcglobal.net 
or @ 281-785-1643 for more info.  The Men’s team 
will start meeting every Tuesday evening @ 6:30 pm 
in Rooms 205/206. 
ACTS Retreats:  

Kolbe Senior trips planned: 
• Dec. 10:  Steamboat Steakhouse-$39 + $2 bus 
• Dec. 22:  Christmas Lights Bus Tour-$14 
• Jan. 23:  Comedy “The Foreigner” @ Playhouse 

1960 w/ dinner stop after—$17 
***Kolbe Seniors, come join us on Friday, Dec. 
17th @ 11am.  Lunch will be from Luby’s and The 
Geezers will entertain us with wonderful Christ-
mas music.  Sign up for trips, win a door prize, 
and have some fun with your fellow seniors.*** 

Email:  stmax.kolbe.seniors@gmail.com 
Call/Text Becky Keels @ 713-724-1075 to sign up. 

Men’s, Jan. 27-30, 2022 
Women’s, Feb. 24-27,2022 

4 Episodes (Videos) on the Eucharist, one Episode per Advent week. 
• Presence - Episode 1: God Is with Us (35 minutes) 
• Presence - Episode 2: The Story of the Eucharist (40 minutes) 
• Presence - Episode 3: Bread for the Journey (34 minutes) 
• Presence - Episode 4: Biblical Foundations with Dr. Tim Gray (68 minutes) 
• Presence - For Children: The Miracle at Every Mass (11 minutes) 
     Though the last one is intended for children, it includes valuable info about the 2nd of the Mass: the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist.  I encourage you to review it.  Sometimes, “simplicity” helps us to understand deep truths.  (The 
5th episode, Presence - For Parents: Preparing Your Child for First Holy Communion, is optional.)  To assist you 
in your study, you may use:  Presence Study Guide PDF [Also on the main page of parish website.] 
To access Formed: —Go to https://formed.org/signup; —Enter our parish zip code or our parish name 
—Enter your name & email. —Look for The Sacraments, then Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist 

https://watch.formed.org/presence  

Advent Reflections on the Eucharist 

At St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Community there are many re-
quests for scheduling Mass Intentions.  The following guidelines 
are being implemented in order to accommodate the numerous 
Mass requests in a reasonable and fair manner. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe parish will only have one Mass Inten-
tion per Mass to keep us current with Canon Law of the 
Catholic Church.  Each Mass is said for one person or 
one family.  Mass Intentions may be requested for Sun-
days, most holidays & weekdays throughout the Year. 

Mass Intentions cannot be scheduled for: 
Holy Thursday, Easter, Christmas when the intentions are all 

for the Parishioners of St. Maximilian. 
Mother’s Day when the intentions will be “all mothers of the 

parish, living & deceased”. 
Father’s Day when the intentions will be “all fathers of the 

parish, living & deceased”. 
All Soul’s Day (November 2) when the intentions will be “All 

the faithful departed”. 
One Mass every Sunday must be scheduled for the inten-

tions of our parishioners known as “Pro Populo” (For the 
People) as required by Canon Law. 

No Mass requests will be taken over the telephone.  Mass Inten-
tions may be requested in person in the Parish Office during reg-
ular office hours, through the mail (following the above guide-
lines), or by email to stmaximilian@stmaximilian.org. 

MASS  INTENTIONS 

In order to give the opportunity for all parishioners to schedule a 
Mass Intention for their loved ones and to accommodate recently 
deceased individuals, the Mass Intention book will be opened 1 
December 2021 for 2022. 
There may only be Twelve (12) Mass requests per year.  Re-
quests will be honored on a first-come, first-serve basis in the 
order in which the request is received. 
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Daily Reflections from 
Formed.org can be sent di-
rectly to you email.  You do 
not need an account, just go 
to https://daily.formed.org/ 
and sign up.  These daily re-
flections are about 4 minutes 
and reflect on the daily Mass readings.  As Advent 
approaches, this is a great way to enter into the 
season to prepare for the Birth of Our Lord. 

Teens can learn more abut their faith (along with adults) 
using the YDisciple series of videos on Formed.org.  How 
we are allowing (or blocking) Jesus to be Lord and King 
in our lives: YDisciple – Who is Jesus?  Just a Good Man 
or Lord of our Lives? 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/who-is-jesus-just-a-good-
man-or-lord-of-our-lives-1  

formed.org The Catholic Faith, on 
demand.  Get access to movies, programs, 
audio & books.  Create an account!.  The parish 
has already paid for your subscription 

 

Make this Advent 
a special time to 

prepare your heart 
to receive 

Our Lord at Christmas. 

Blessed Virgin Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception, 

 
Patroness of 

The United States, 
 

Pray for us! 

On Formed.org!!  Animated 
story of St Juan Diego who 
received the vision of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 
 
 

https://watch.formed.org/the-saints-and-heroes-collection/
season:1/videos/juan-diego-messenger-of-guadalupe  

Guadalupe: The Miracle and the Message https://
watch.formed.org/guadalupe-the-miracle-and-the-message  
Historical account of the vision received by St Juan Diego and how 
it has affected the world. 
 
1531: A Story That Is Not Finished Yet https://
watch.formed.org/1531-a-story-that-is-not-finished-yet  
Ties the apparition of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe to the Book of 
Revelation which has more to 
say about God’s work in the 
world. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY***On Saturday, Dec. 4th at 10 
am - Youth Ministry will be helping decorate the outside 
of the Church property for Christmas.  If you would like to 
come and help or need service hours, please contact 
Chris in the parish office.  We'll meet in the parking lot at 
10 am to receive instructions on what all to help with and 
how to put up 
the Christmas 
lights. 

 

Confirmation Parents:  Our Confirmation Re-
treat will be held from Jan. 21-23rd, 2022 at 
Camp Kappe in Plantersville, TX.  If your child 
is being confirmed next year, make sure they 
are registered for this retreat!  Check the tab 
"Confirmation Retreat" under the youth ministry 
page on the St. Maximilian website to register. 
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Advent Study on 
Formed.org  

"It's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas," or, at least that's 

the assumption based on that familiar holiday 
song. But what does that look like at your 
house?  How exactly are we preparing our 
hearts for the greatest gift we've ever been giv-
en?  Through an exploration of the mystery of 
the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, and the events 
surrounding the arrival of Jesus, this Advent 
study offers an opportunity to experience the joy 
of the true meaning of Christmas. 
https://watch.formed.org/advent-1 
Matthew Kelly (author of 
many books including Re-
discovering Catholicism) is 
offering daily reflections 
sent straight to your email.  
His theme this year ex-
plores what draws us to the 
Light of Christ. 
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html  

PARTICIPATE  IN  CHRISTMAS  JOY  OF  SHARING 
 

On Christmas day, St. Maximilian Kolbe pa-
rishioners will once again prepare & serve 
meals to over 1,100 people at 10 different 
Houston area shelters.  We will provide eve-
rything from the bar-be-cue chicken to the 
paper plates & the plastic forks!  Several loca-
tions are allowing in-person serving, so we 
will need a few more volunteers this year.  If you are interested in 
volunteering or donating, sign up at St. Max Christmas JOS  
 

Should you have any questions, call Bobby Knight at 281-813-
0983 or email at rknight829@gmail.com 
 

Donations can be made via Faith Direct (designate Christmas Joy 
of Sharing) or volunteers will be outside church after masses the 
weekend of Dec. 4-5 and Dec. 11-12 to collect donations.  You 
may also bring your donation to the church office. 
 

The following locations will be served on Christmas Day: 

Loca on Number 
Loaves & Fishes (plus Home Deliveries) 500 

Star of Hope (Men + Women/Transi onal) 325 
Casa Juan Diego (Men & Women) 135 

Mission of Yahweh 60 
Isaiah House 20 

Pope John XXIII Village (Re red Priests) 10 
Saint Joseph Clubhouse 30 

Kolbe House 10 

As always, your prayerful support is greatly appreciated! 
“The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the 
extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the 
least of them, you did it to Me.’   Ma hew 25:40 

Enter into the season 
of Advent with a 30 
minute Bible Study 
on the Annunciation 
in your own home. 
View on Formed.com 
https://watch.formed.org/bible-studies/videos/a-
bible-study-on-the-annunciation 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Almighty and merciful God, 

may no earthly undertaking hinder those 
who set out in haste to meet your Son, 

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 
gain us admittance to his company. 

Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Reflection question: 

 
What earthly  

undertakings do I need 
to set aside so that  

I can set out to meet 
God’s Son?  

"Once you understand the Eucharist, 
you can never leave the Church. 

Not because the Church won't let you 
but because your heart won't let you." 

   St. Teresa of Calcutta The 2nd Advent candle symbolizes “Faith in God’s 
Love” & is called the “Bethlehem Candle” or the 
“Candle of Preparation.”  God kept his promise of a 
Savior who would be born in Bethlehem.  It reminds 
us of Mary & Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.  Micah 
had foretold that the Messiah would be born in Beth-
lehem, which is also the birthplace of King David.  
Preparation means to “get ready”.  Help us to be 
ready to welcome YOU,  O  GOD! (Luke 3:4-6). 

"Advent invites us to a commitment to vigilance, look-
ing beyond ourselves, expanding our mind & heart in 
order to open ourselves up to the needs of people, of 
brothers & sisters, and to the desire for a new world." 
   - Pope Francis, Angelus, 2018 



Food Pantry is open on Wednesdays at 3:30 pm 
FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org 

 

The pantry could use the following items: Dry rice, pinto 
& black beans, Canned Chicken, Pasta Sauce, Peanut 
Butter, Jelly, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Bath Soap 
Bars, Bagged Assorted Pasta, Ramen Noodles, & 
Canned Corn.  Please no outdated food products.         
***Update on list of items needed*** 
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Collection for the Week of Nov. 15-21, 2021 
  Offertory:                                           $    24,555 
  Maintenance & Repair:                     $       1,814 
  Total:                        $   26,369 
 

Faith Direct:  11/30/2021 
   Offertory:  $12,190 
   Maintenance & Repair:  $205 
   Total:  $12,395 
 

   Archdiocesan 2nd Collections: $1,725 

$171,694 paid so far. 
 

$17,057 in pledges to come! 
100% over $138,000 is returned to the 
parish.  Continue to be so generous. 

CHRISTMAS  GIVING  TREE 
 

We are once again collecting for the Christmas Giving Tree Program. 
 

There will be special Christmas Giving Trees set up in the narthex of 
the main church entrance along with one at the side entrance off of 
the parking lot beginning the weekend of November 27/28.  The special gift tags hung 
on these trees will suggest the age & gender for whom you can donate a Christmas gift.  

You will also find a gift suggestion sheet at the information tables. We ask that you return the unwrapped gift
(s) with the attached gift tag(s) to St. Maximilian the weekends of December 4-5 & December 11-12. 
 

If you know a parish family who needs help or if you would like to adopt a parish family, contact the parish  
office at 281-955-7324 or email us at FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org JOY OF SHARING 

The Christmas Giving Tree supports Catholic Charities, Mission of Yahweh, Casa Juan Diego, Kolbe House & 
our own parishioners who are in need during this Christmas season.  Don’t miss your chance to bring joy & 
Christmas blessing to families in our community. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day 
Sunday, December 12th: Regular Mass times 

Though it remains the 3rd Sunday of Advent, 
our Lady will be honored at all the Masses. 

After the 10 am Mass, the rosary will be prayed. 

Confessions during Advent 
 
Wednesdays:  (Starting Dec. 1st) 
• 30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
• 6 pm – 7 pm 
Fridays:   
• 30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays:   
• 30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
• 3 pm – 4:30 pm 
The Immaculate Conception: Wed., Dec. 8th 
• 8:30 am & 7 pm Mass 
Confessions on Wed., Dec. 8th:  
• 7:45 am-8:15 am prior to 8:30 am Mass 
• 30 minutes after 8:30 am Mass 
• 5:45 pm-6:45 pm prior to 7 pm Mass 
 

OR by appointment: 281-955-7324 

Holiday Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24th:   
• (No 8:30 am Mass on Friday, Dec. 24th) 
• 4 pm, 6 pm & 8 pm Mass  
 (20 minutes of carols before 8 pm Mass) 
• (Police directing traffic at intersection lights 

after 4 pm & 6 pm Mass.) 
Christmas Day, Saturday, Dec. 25th:   
• 10 am Mass only.  No Saturday Vigil Mass. 
Sunday, Dec. 26th:  Holy Family 
• 8 am, 10 am & 12 Noon Mass 
New Year’s Eve, Friday, Dec. 31st 

• 8:30 am Mass 
• 5 pm Vigil Mass 
New Year’s Day, Saturday, Jan. 1st  
• 10 am Mass only.  No Saturday Vigil Mass. 
Sunday, Jan. 2nd: Epiphany 
• 8 am, 10 am & 12 Noon Mass 

Christmas Flowers &  
Decoration Fund 

 
 

Please be generous with your donation for 
Christmas flowers & decoration fund. Thank you. 



DECEMBER:  Intention for Evangelization—Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of 

God:  may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
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STEWARDSHIP  REFLECTIONS 

EXPOSITION of the  
BLESSED  SACRAMENT:  

 

To the side are days/times 
where help is needed.   

To sign up,  
contact Susie Charnock @  

281-813-1492. 
“So you could not keep watch 

with me for one hour?...”   
Mt 26:40 

Day of the week Hours Needed 
Monday 12 Midnight—1 am 
Monday 11 am—12 Noon 
Tuesday 3 am—4 am 
Tuesday 4 am—5 am 
Wednesday 1 am—2 am 
Wednesday 2 am—3 am 
Thursday 2 am—3 am 
Thursday 12 Noon—1 pm 
Sunday 2 pm—3 pm 

All life is sacred & valuable! 

Roger Aiello, Laura Aguianga, Christopher Batey, Bill 
Carew, Patricia Carter, Emilio Chavez-Cody, Kayson Clay, 
Robert Coldwell, Michael Contreras, Charles Crawford, Mary 
Dang, Dorothy DeFork, Jim Dodge, Jearald Dyer, Bobby 
Embesi, Aurora Enciso, Missy Fouts, Joseph Gallagher, 
Amanda Gallo, Dorothy Geveshausen, Kenny Gordon, Mack 
Harper, CJ Harper, Mitzi Harper, Mary Ann Harvey, 
Christine Herman, Autumn Hite, Georgia Hohensee, Rachel 
Huebel, Cristina Hutaff, Elva Iris, Melanie Johnson, Sharon 
Kiel, Mark Kohlschmidt, Laurine Krejci, Connie Lawrence, 
Mrs. Hoang Le, Charlie Lozano, Jr., Rachele Marchisio, 
Raymond Martin, Sabrina McClure, Kristina Moreno, Noah 
Moreno, Richard Ornelaz, Ramiro Pequeno, Stan Petty, 
Phuc Pham, Jennifer Quintanilla, Joel Rivera, Kent Rogers, 
Alveraize Saizan, Maria Senjudo, Anthony Sliva, Louise 
Slott, Grace Smith, Lance Smith, George Soto, Dick 
Stewart, Albert Stocker, Michael Svemith, Christine Swiech, 
Ken Switzler, Mark Taylor, Randy Thomas, Victoria Vilcan, 
Liz & Bill Weaver, Linda Webb, Carolyn & Gary Webber, 
Amy Lou Wells, Frances Wooley, Dee Worrell, Calvin Sing 
Yeung 

TMIY meets on Fridays, in the Education Bldg at 5:30 am, 
with a hard stop at 7 am!  If you can't come this week, we'll be 
here every Friday!  All men are welcome.  This year's program, 
ALL THINGS NEW, sets the stage for a renewal of mind & 
heart.  Christ says, “I make all things new.” When we allow 
Christ to come closer, He can begin to make us a new creation. 
Let His mercy consume your miseries, burdens & problems.  
No matter how many times we have messed up, God is always 
ready with a NEW plan for our lives.  Let this Friday be your 
first step toward becoming a new creation in God! 

That we may resist the lure of holiday advertising and 
instead concentrate on the message of simplicity and 
trust that is found in the Christmas manger scene. 
“And this is my prayer:  that your love may increase ever 
more and more in knowledge and every kind of percep-
tion, to discern what is of value…” (Philippians 1:9-10) 
During the Christmas shopping season it is easy to get 
caught up in the frenzy of buying gifts.  But, is that “gift” 
truly an expression of your love for the other person.  Or, 
are you just fulfilling your “obligation” to give them some-
thing?  To grow in friendship with someone, you need to 
spend time with them, learn what is of value to them.  
Maybe this year, buy less “stuff” and spend more time 
with those you love. 

There will be a second collection next weekend for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious.  Please be generous. 

Collection for the Week of Nov. 22-28, 2021 
  Offertory:                                           $    13,862 
  Maintenance & Repair:                     $       1,095 
  Total:                        $   14,957 
 

Faith Direct is received twice a month. 
 

   Archdiocesan 2nd Collections: $47 

Dominican Sisters of Peace 
Advent Discernment Mini-Retreat 

Sunday, Dec. 12th from 2-5 pm via Zoom 
oppeace.org or call 570-336-3991 for more info 
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