
     ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY 
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass 
 

 Sunday 
  8 am 
  10 am 
  12 Noon 

 

Daily Mass 
 

     8:30 am Monday 
     6:30 pm Tuesday 
     8:30 am: Wed.- Friday 

 

Confessions 
 

 
See expanded Advent  

Confession times 
on p. 5. 

 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Friday     9 am – 5 pm 

 
10135 West Road 

Houston, TX  77064 
 

Parish  Office: 281-955-7324 
Fax:   281-955-7328 

www.stmaximilian.org 
   Email:  stmaximilian@stmaximilian.org 

Third  Sunday  of  Advent,  Gaudete  Sunday 
December  11,  2022 

The Very Reverend Lawrence W. Jozwiak, E.V., J.C.L., Pastor 
Deacon Dennis Hayes  ●  Deacon Steve Klak 

Deacon John Naber  ●  Deacon Matt Rust  ●  Deacon Joe Weir 



OUR  PARISH  MISSION  STATEMENT 

We are the Christian Community of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston.  Embracing our many and diverse gifts, we are united in Christ Jesus.  
Challenged by the teachings of Our Lord, and inspired by the example of our Patron, we strive to 
serve God, and to minister to others, in prayer, sacrament, faith formation, and charity. 

PARISH  STAFF 
 

Mary Alice Greaney—Music Director 
 

Molly Smith—Director of Evangelization & Catechesis 

Chris Wuenscher—Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

Janice Burns—Faith Formation Assistant & Baptismal Coordinator 
 

Eileen Mace—Kolbe Kids EC Program Director 
 

Beth Jones—Parish Business Manager 
 

Phyllis Schoelman—Parish Secretary 
 

Miguel Perdomo—Maintenance; Lupe Mendez—Custodian 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL 
 

Janis Echeverria 
 

Madelyn Henderson 
(Facilitator) 

 

Esteban Teran (Recorder) 
 

John Garcia 
 

Dennis Taylor 
 

John Syzdek 
 

Veronica McGeachy 
 

Patricia Fahy 
 

Janice Burns 
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FINANCE  COUNCIL 
 

Sean Kennedy 
 

David Ricke 
 

Bob Charnock 
 

Mark Kohlschmidt (Facilitator) 
 

Evie Ornelaz 
 

Thomas Nelson 
 

Mauricio Antunez 
 

Paul Hains 
 

Rosa Elena Barragan-Ojeda 

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM: 
  

 ADULT  BAPTISM:  Adults who desire to become Catholic will participate in the Rite of Christian    
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 

 INFANT  BAPTISM (under the age of 7 years old):  We celebrate Infant Baptism on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month.  Parents of infants to be baptized are to attend Baptismal classes, preferably before 
the child is born.  Godparents are encouraged to attend but are not required.  

  

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION: 
 Adults and older youth who have not been Confirmed should contact the parish office. 
  

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE 
      Couples who are considering marriage are to contact the parish office, at least six (6) months 
(preferably earlier) before the couple's projected wedding date. 
  

SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK:  
      Any Catholic who is to have surgery due to a serious illness OR whose health is seriously impaired 
due to a serious illness or old age should be anointed ASAP, preferably before going to the hospital.  
Contact ASAP a priest to schedule an anointing.  

SIGNIFICANCE  of  BOWING 
 

A bow signifies reverence & honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the following: 
1)  A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at the names of   
Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being celebrated. 
2)  A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words “and by the Holy Spirit was  
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.”   —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 

Pray for the repose of the souls of our faithful departed: 
 

Victoria Okpiabhele †, mother of Stephanie Onisemo-Ibrahim 
Maria Nhan Thi Nguyen †, grandmother of Quyen Nguyen 

Mary Ellen Morrison †; Al LeBlanc † 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. —Amen. 
May their souls & the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  —Amen. 
 

For consolation and God’s healing graces upon the family & 
friends of the deceased.  Heal their pain and dispel the darkness 
& doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas!! 

Christmas 2022 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration Schedule 
 

Friday (December 23) 
Repose at 8 am 

No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
for the rest of Friday the 23rd 

Saturday (December 24) 
No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday (Dec 25) Christmas Day 
No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Monday (December 26) 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

resumes after 8:30 am Mass 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 Pastor’s  Message     p. 3 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!  

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor  

December 11, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

If you wonder why I normally repeat some parts of the 

Gathering (Entrance) Hymn at the beginning of Mass, it is to 

stress the beauty of the message of that hymn.  The words of 

our hymns are prayers, and when we sing them, we add to 

them a further dimension of honor & praise.  There is an old 

saying that “One who sings, prays twice” which is attributed 

to St. Augustine.  I maintain even when some may not have 

the gift of music, one can still always “sing” with your 

minds & hearts the hymns.  So I encourage those who be-

lieve they do not have a good voice to always follow along 

the hymns with your mind & heart to participate.  (But I 

encourage you to try to sing also.)  That applies to those 

people who normally sing but may not because one does not 

feel that well that day, including when you might be emo-

tionally overwhelmed / drained that day. 

Why do we call the opening hymn a “Gathering Hymn” 

instead of an “Entrance Hymn?”  An entrance hymn implies 

that the primary purpose is to “get those in the liturgical pro-

cession to the altar.”  Though there is truth to that answer, a 

gathering hymn involves much more.  It involves the entire 

assembly to “lift up their voices in prayer & praise,” to be 

gathered in one body in prayer to worship our God. 

It is our practice to sing normally all the hymn verses 

unless it is realistically too many verses for the time period.  

For some hymns, especially for the Holy Trinity, to leave 

off the verse attributed to the Holy Spirit is inappropriate. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete or Re-

joice Sunday.  Gaudete is the imperative of the Latin word 

gaudeo which means “rejoice.”  It is the midpoint of Ad-

vent, as we await to celebrate the birth of Christ into the 

world.  We hear the word “rejoice” or themes of joy several 

times in today’s scripture readings, prayers & hymns. 

This weekend is known also as Rose Sunday because the 

3rd candle of the Advent wreath is rose colored.  Plus, the 

Church encourages, though not required, the use of rose col-

ored vestments for the clergy (chasuble for the priest & dal-

matics for the deacons) this weekend, as well as on the 4th 

Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday).  Here at St. Maximilian, 

only last year is the 1st year we ever had rose colored vest-

ments due to the generosity of a couple of parishioners. 

Some people have wondered why the 2nd candle of the 

Advent wreath was not lit by a family like it was done for 

the 1st Sunday.  The ritual states on the 2nd & succeeding 

Sundays of Advent, the candles are lit “either before Mass 

begins or immediately before the Opening Prayer; no addi-

tional rites or prayers are used.” 

The new church organ is being installed as I write this 

message.  The piano will be used this weekend, and the 

organ will not be used (except for Saturday’s wedding) 

until it is dedicated on Thursday, Dec. 15th with 7 pm Sung 

Evening Prayer (Vespers), followed by an Advent concert.  

All are invited to attend this prayer.  You will participate, 

using the large screens. 

What is Evening Prayer?  Evening Prayer is part of 

the Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the Divine Office.  

Just as Mass is liturgy, so too is the Liturgy of the Hours.  

With the Liturgy of the Hours, the Church fulfills Jesus' 

command to "pray always" (Luke 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17).  

Through this prayer, the people of God sanctify the day by 

continual praise of God & prayers of intercession for the 

needs of the world.  Clergy & religious pray the Liturgy of 

the Hours, and laity are encouraged to do so also. 

The Liturgy of the Hours includes 7 specified times of 

prayer.  The most important times, called the "hinge 

hours," are Morning Prayer (which takes place upon rising) 

& Evening Prayer (which takes place as dusk begins to 

fall).  The other hours are the Office of Readings (a service 

with a biblical reading & a reading from the Church Fa-

thers or a reading related to a saint which may take place at 

any time of day), Daytime Prayer (which may take place at 

Midmorning, Midday, or Midafternoon) & Night Prayer 
(said before going to sleep). 

Evening Prayer gives thanks for the day just passed & 

makes an evening sacrifice of praise to God (Psalm 141:1).  

Evening Prayer includes hymns, prayers, 2 psalms from 

the Old Testament, a canticle (or hymn) taken from the 

Epistles or the Book of Revelation in the New Testament 

& a reading from the Scriptures.  Then the Canticle of 

Mary (Luke 1:46-55), also called the Magnificat after the 

1st word in the Latin text of this prayer, is prayed.  Mary 

sang this song upon meeting her kinswoman Elizabeth, a 

meeting that took place shortly after Mary assented to 

God's plan that she will bear his Son, Jesus.  That is fol-

lowed by Intercessions for the needs of the world & 

Church, the Our Father and then a closing prayer with a 

blessing & dismissal.  So I invite everyone to come to pray 

Evening Prayer at 7 pm Thursday, Dec. 15th, & to experi-

ence the Advent concert & the organ for the 1st time. 

Remember to help out with the Christmas Joy of Shar-

ing & bring your gift for the Christmas Giving Tree.  Pat-

ronize The Backyard Grill (see p. 8).  Invite others to come 

& worship with us for Advent & the Christmas Season. 

“The Cross is the school of love.” 
 

“The most deadly poison of our time is indifference.” 
 

—St. Maximilian Kolbe 

“There is no greater love, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.”     John 15: 13 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Saturday  December 10 Our Lady of Loreto

5 pm           Ed † & Louise Meleski †

Sunda  December 11 Third Sunday of Advent
Gaudete Sunday

8 am           Parishioners of St. Maximilian
10 am         Jesse Garza † &

George Anthony Garza †
12 Noon     James W. Cozart, Jr. † &

David & Camila Thiam †

Monda  December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe

8:30 am      Anita Sextro †

Tuesda  Dec. 13 St. Lucy

6:30 pm      Eliza Martinez †

Wednesda  December 14 St. John of the Cross

8:30 am      Maria Alicia Uribe †

Thursda  December 15 

8:30 am      Lila Calderon †

Frida  December 16 

8:30 am      Joseph Gallagher

Saturday  December 17 

5 pm           Carlos Amengual † & Irvin Charnock †

Sunday  December 18   Fourth Sunday of Advent

8 am           Francis † & L.D. Sliva †
10 am         Lindsay Bowker †
12 Noon      Parishioners of St. Maximilian

Weekl  Devotional Prayer: all prayed in the Chapel
Power Hour of Prayer @ 7 pm on Mondays.
Holy Rosary @ 6:30 pm on Wednesdays.
Evening Prayer @ 7 pm on Wednesdays.

Divine Mercy & Rosary @ 3 pm on Thursdays.
Rosary @ 9:15 am on Sundays.

Weekend Homilies are recorded & posted on 
our parish webpage:

https://stmaximilian.org/homily

p. 4Liturgy Corner for Weekend Masses
Scripture readings: Hymnal: #997

Order of Mass: Hymnal #166 - #187
Gathering Hymn: #568—Rejoice, the Lord is King!
No Gloria during Advent; Alleluia: #333
Profession of Faith (Creed): #174
Preparation Hymn: #416—A Voice Cries Out
Holy, Holy, Holy: #358
Mystery of Faith A: #359
Amen: #360
Lamb of God, not in the Hymnal

Communion Hymns:
#415—My Soul in Stillness 

Waits
#414—The King Shall Come 

When Morning Dawns
Sending Forth Hymn: #409—People, Look East

norance of Scripture is norance of Christ!
For the scriptures used at Mass every day & to hear a 
Reflection, go to: https://www.usccb.or
On the very top Menu bar, tab in on “Daily Reading.”  
Then click on the date of the readings you would like to 
read.  Or go to our parish website.  You may also re-
quest to have the daily readings sent to your email.

TODAY’S  READINGS
First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice and flow-
er.  Tired bodies will receive strength.  Aching hearts will 
be made glad (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10).
Psalm — The Lord saves us when he comes (Psalm 
146).
Second Reading — Be patient, for the coming of the Lord 
is as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10).
Gospel — Tell of what you hear and see: The blind regain 
their vision, the crippled their movement, the deaf their 
hearing (Matthew 11:2-11).

READINGS  for  the  WEEK
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 

Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23; 

Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 
7:18b-23
Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12, 13; Lk 7:24-30
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17
Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

Power Hour Prayer Time     Need a spiritual boost?  Join us 
at 7pm on Monday nights in the Immaculata Chapel.  One hour 
of prayer includes the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, consecra-
tions & litanies to Jesus & Mary along with meditation music & 
hands on healing prayer.  Call Jeanette Coury at 281-914-3676.

Diving into the beauty of the Cath-
olic Faith has never been easier, 
using any internet connected de-
vice. Discover teachings on doc-

trine, sacraments & bible, saints, books, movies, etc.,.there is 
something for every member of the family to help them grow 
closer to Christ & His Church.  Registering on FORMED is 
easier than ever!
—Go to https://formed.org/signup
—Enter our parish zip code 77064 & select our parish
—Enter your name & email
You can also sign up for daily reflections to be sent to your 
email at https://daily.formed.org/

TAKE  ADVENT  SERIOUSLY!
Have you made a Christmas Gift

to the Parish yet?  See p. 7.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



7 pm Thursday, Dec. 15th 
 

Dedication of new Organ 
Evening Prayer & Advent Concert 

 

Confessions: 5:30 pm-6:45 pm prior to 
7 pm Organ Dedication 

Confessions during Advent 
Tuesdays: 5:30 pm-6:20 pm 
Fridays: After the 8:30 am Mass 
Thursday, Dec. 15:  
• 5:30 pm-6:45 pm prior to 7 pm Organ Dedication 
Saturdays: 
• Dec. 17—8:30 am - 9:30 am 
• Dec. 17—3 pm-4:30 pm 
• NO confessions on Sat.,     
      Dec. 24, Christmas Eve 
  

Or by appointment: 
     281-955-7324. 

Holiday Schedule 
 

—7 pm Organ Dedication, Thursday, Dec. 15th   
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24th:   
• 4 pm, 6 pm & 8 pm Mass  
      (15 minutes of carols before 4 pm: Children’s Choir) 
      (15 minutes of carols before 8 pm: Adult Choir) 
• Police directing traffic at intersection lights after        

4 pm & 6 pm Mass. 
Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 25th:   
• 10 am Mass only.  
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, Dec. 31st 

• 5 pm Vigil Mass 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, Jan. 1st  
• 8 am, 10 am & 12 Noon. 

Christmas Flowers 
& Decoration Fund 

 

Please be generous with your dona-
tion for the Christmas flowers & deco-
ration fund.  We bought additional 
ornaments (60% off) for future years, 

to mix & match different colored ornaments.  Plus, 
we bought new garland & lights for the rose window 
facing the parking lot.  All these are investments to 
be used today & years to come.  Plus, all the poin-
settias are expensive.  Please make your donations 
to help offset these costs. 

The 3rd Advent candle is rose colored and is lit on 
the 3rd Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday.     

 

Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the 
faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when 
their preparation is now 
half over and they are close 
to Christmas. The 3rd candle 
also is called the 
“Shepherd’s Candle” or the 
candle of JOY; representing 
the joy we feel to welcome 
Jesus in Christmas.  To the 
shepherd’s great joy, the 
angels announced that Jesus 
came for humble, unim-
portant people like them, 
too.  In the liturgy, the color 
rose signifies joy. 

  p. 5 Parish Offices are closed  
for the Holidays 

The parish offices will be closed starting at Noon on 
Friday, Dec. 23rd, & all day on Monday, Dec. 26th & 
Tuesday, Dec. 27th, as well as Monday, Jan. 2nd

 . 

Merry Christmas! 
Happy New Year! 

May all our parishioners & their families have won-
derful & blessed Christmas & New Year. 

Awesome Gingerbread 
Houses at the Advent 
Party on Dec. 4th!! 

Rejoice 

 

Invite others to come & 
worship with us for Advent & 

the Christmas Season! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



"Never be afraid of loving Mary too much.
You can never love her more than Jesus did."

— St. Maximilian Kolbe

Third  Sunday  of  Advent  - December  11,  2022p. 6

Food Pantry is open: Wednesdays at 3:30 pm
FoodPantry stmaximilian.org

The pantry could use the following items:  canned 
chicken, canned tuna, canned pasta (Chef Boyardee), 
pasta sauce, body soap, shampoo, & deodorant.  No 
outdated food products please.  The Food Pantry is not 
able to accept any medications, either over the counter 
or prescription. ***updated 9/26/22***

PARTICIPATE  IN  CHRISTMAS  JOY  OF  SHARING  2022!
On Christmas day, St. Maximilian Kolbe parishioners will once again prepare and serve meals to 
over 1,300 people at 11 different Houston area shelters.  We will provide everything from the 
bar-be-cue chicken to the paper plates and the plastic forks!  If you are interested in volunteer-
ing or donating, please sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4FA5A92CA0FD0-joyofsharing1 Should you have any 
questions, call Bobby Knight at 281-813-0983 or e-mail at rkni ht829@gmail.com
Monetary Donations can be made via Faith Direct (designate Christmas Joy of Sharing) or volunteers will be outside 
church after Masses THIS WEEKEND-DEC. 10/11 & 
Dec. 17/18 to collect donations.  You may also bring 
your donation to the church office.

These locations will be served on Christmas Day.

As always, your prayerful support
is greatly appreciated!

“The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say 
to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it 
to Me.’   Matthew 25:40

Location Number
Loaves & Fishes (plus Home Deliveries) 500

Star of Hope (Men + Women/Transitional) 325

Casa Juan Diego (Men & Women) 135

Mission of Yahweh 60

Isaiah House 20

Pope John XXIII Village (Retired Priests) 10

Saint Joseph Clubhouse 30

Kolbe House 10

Project Hope/Saving Grace 80

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC’s)
Training Session in the church

• Tuesday, Dec. 13th following 6:30 pm Mass

Qualifications:

• Have Baptism, Confirmation & Holy Communion

• Person of genuine Eucharistic faith.

• Living exemplary Catholic lives (including “regular” 
confession).

• If married, your marriage must be recognized by the 
Church.

• If divorced but single, one can be an EMHC.

• No impediment to sacramental reception, such as irreg-
ular unions (marriages not recognized by the Church),
cohabiting, members of forbidden organizations (e.g. 
Free Masonry, etc.), etc.

• Be CMG trained & approved by the Archdiocese.

• If you have any questions, ask Fr. Lawrence.

Kolbe Seniors, come join us for some 
Christmas cheer on Friday, Dec 16th.  We will en-
joy lunch together & entertainment by The Sax 
Man.  You will also be able to pick up the 2023 
calendar of Kolbe Senior meetings & trips for the 
new year.  Be watching for your sign-up genius 
on Flocknotes in your email.  Questions?  Text or 
email Becky Keels at 713-724-2075 
stmax.Kolbe.seniors@ mail.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



This QR code will link you to our 
Faith Direct account where you 
can make ongoing contributions or a one-
time contribution.  It is quick, easy & effi-
cient.  Whether it is a parish contribution 
for a Christmas gift, or any other parish 
contribution, please consider using this 
QR code. 

CHRISTMAS  GIFTS  to  the  PARISH p. 7 

Collection for the week of Nov. 28-Dec. 4 
    Collections   $27,885 
    Maintenance & Repair  $  1,621 
   Total    $29,506 
 

Faith Direct:  received twice a month 
 

      Archdiocesan 2
nd

 Collection:   $      143 
 

Mandatory Amt: $144,900 
• Donors: 398 out of 2,080 
• Amount Paid: $168,884 

Just as we give a gift to 

a family member or 

friend, consider 

giving a Christmas gift 

to our parish. 

Make a donation of your 
choosing, put it in an 
envelope marked as a 

parish Christmas gift &  
put in the collection 

basket. 

 

Help to offset the cost of the: 
 $204,000+ cost for the new additional 

church pews. 
 New church organ, remaining balance of 

$65,349—see below for more info. 

• Depending on your wishes & budget, 
please donate accordingly. 

• Whatever amount, whether smaller or 
larger, will be appreciated. 

• Use the QR Code via Faith Direct below. 
OR make your check out to the parish &  
label it for which project you desire or 
whatever is needed. 

 

$ _____ 

Year-End Giving Suggestions 
 

As the end of the year approaches, we begin to reflect upon  
the many blessings bestowed upon us.  The end of the year 
also provides a great opportunity to thank God for these 
blessings by gifting to St. Maximillian Kolbe.  The benefits 
of income tax deductions, capital gains savings & other 
financial benefits are significant advantages that provide an 
incentive to make a gift at the year-end.  A gift can also 
help support St. Maximillian for years to come. 
 

There are many ways of contributing a gift; however, two 
of the easiest & most direct methods to give, are donations 
of cash & appreciated stock or other investments.  As the 
holidays approach, reflect on making a gift in memory or 
honor of someone who has made an impact in your life. 
 

You can also make other financially advantageous gifts 
such as real estate, life insurance, charitable remainder 
trusts, will/trust bequests & IRA/retirement accounts. 
 

For more info on how you can help make a difference by 
contributing a year-end gift to St. Maximillian, contact 
Beth Jones via email at elizabeth.jones@stmaximilian.org 
or at 281-955-7324. 
 

Note: Those who are 70½ or older can make a gift of as 
much as $100,000 a year from their individual retirement 
accounts (IRA) directly to eligible charities without having 
to include any of the transfer as part of their gross income. 
The transfer must be made directly from the IRA to the 
organization.  Transfers count toward that person's required 
minimum distribution for the year. 
 

Talk with your tax advisor for more info. 

New electronic church organ Fund 
     As announced previously with the reasons why, a new 
electronic church Viscount organ has arrived.  If you 
would like to hear how this new organ will sound, go to: 
https://youtu.be/dsxTyD4j-Xc 
     The cost of the organ is $153,499. So far, $88,151 has 
been donated to offset this cost.  Please consider making 
your possible parish Christmas gift early by making a do-
nation, whether smaller or larger, to the organ fund. 

If you want to feel rich, just count all the 
things you have that money cannot buy.  

 

• Amount Pledged: $9,670 
• Paid + pledged: Over: $33,654 
• Paid over mandatory amount: $23,984 over! 

Christmas & New Year’s Day fall 
on a Sunday this year! 

When Christmas & New Year’s Day fall on a week-
day, the parish benefits by those 2 additional collections, 
as well as the respective 2 Sunday collections for a total of 
4 collections.  But when Christmas & New Year’s Day fall 
on a Sunday like this year, then the parish receives only 2 
collections, not 4.  As a result, will you consider “doubling 
up” if you are able on Christmas Day & New Year’s Day 
to make up for the loss of 2 collections? 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PRAYER  for  VOCATIONS 
 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, dea-
cons, religious & consecrated persons.  Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and coura-
geously to your call.  May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth.  We ask 
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives & reigns with you & the Holy Spirit, God, for ever & ever.  
Amen. 

Sunday,  
Dec. 11

th
 

thru  
Sunday,  
Dec. 18

th
 

inclusive 
Dine in at The Backyard Grill, 9453 Jones Rd, Hou-
ston, 7065 (281-897-9200).  Enjoy a good meal, tell your 
server you are from St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, & we 
will receive a donation of 15% of your total bill. 

Thank you to the  
generosity of The  

Backyard Grill.  

Men’s  ACTS  Retreat:  January  26–29,  2023 
 

Adoration:  To increase your relationship with God through prayer life. 
Community: To create a spiritual environment in your parish, family, and friendships & 
l  ive strong moral values. 
Theology: To learn more about scripture and our Catholic faith. 
Service: To join in fellowship in church ministries & share your talents to help meet pastoral needs. 
 

Men, be part of a brotherhood of faith and friendship during the 2023 Men’s ACTS Retreat!  The retreat is 
a great way to start the New Year with a commitment to better connect to Jesus and follow His teachings.  
This three-day/night Catholic lay retreat (presented by parishioners) begins on a Thursday evening and 
ends Sunday at noon Mass.  Watch for sign-up tables after Masses in January or download a regis-
tration form from the St. Max website.  Contact Team Director Mark Kohlschmidt at 281.236.7203 for 
more info. 

Women’s  ACTS  Retreat:  April  27–30,  2023 

p. 8 

DECEMBER  2022 

The next Café Catholica Lite will be held on 
January 19th at Christ the Redeemer (11507 
Huffmeister Rd, 77065) from 7-8:45 pm.  The 
speaker is Fr. Rodrigo Ulloa, Vocations Director 
for the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and his 
talk will be, “Scripture in Art: Mary’s Fiat.”  The 
night will include lite snacks, the talk, Q&A, and 
communal prayer.  The talk will be available to 
view online as well (link available online at 
www.archgh.org/cafecatholica).  The Café Ca-
tholica program seeks to help young adults 
(ages 18-39) encounter Christ and his Church.  
All young adults are invited to join us for Café 
Catholica Lite throughout the year.  For more 
information contact the Office for Young Adult 
and Campus Ministry at yacm@archgh.org or 
713-741-8778. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Wednesdays - High School Youth Group

7 – 8:30 pm

Sundays – Middle School Youth Group

4 – 5:30 pm

Come One, Come All!  Bring a friend!

For more info, contact Mr. Chris, 
chris.wuenscher@stmaximilian.or

FAITH  FORMATION p. 9

December 12th is the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe.  Our Lady appeared to St Juan Diego whose 
Feast Day is December 9th.  In 1999, Pope St John 
Paul II made Our Lady of Guadalupe the patron saint of 
the Americas.  Learn more about Our Lady of Guada-
lupe and St Juan Diego as a family by watching a video 
on Formed.org.
https://watch.formed.org/
the-saints-and-heroes-
collection/season:1/videos/
juan-diego-messenger-of-
guadalupe

For Parents – Ever wonder how to keep our children 
focused on Christ instead of Santa?  You can find 
some suggestions at Formed.org in the video called 
“Making Advent Great for Kids”.
https://watch.formed.org/formed-now-1/season:1/
videos/making-advent-great-for-kids

Matthew Kelly (author of 
many books including Re-
discovering Catholicism) is 
offering daily reflections 
sent straight to your email.  
His theme this year ex-
plores what draws us to the 

Light of Christ.
https://www.d namiccatholic.com/advent.html

Make this Advent a special time to prepare your 
heart to receive Our 
Lord at Christmas by 
getting a daily reflec-
tion from Formed.org.

Advent Study on Formed.org -- "It's beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas," or, at least that's the assumption 
based on that familiar holiday song.  But what does 
that look like at your 
house?  How exactly 
are we preparing our 
hearts for the greatest 
gift we've ever been 
given?  Through an 
exploration of the 
mystery of the Incar-
nation, the Virgin 
Birth, and the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus, 
this weekly Advent study for the family offers an oppor-
tunity to experience the joy of the true meaning of 
Christmas. https://watch.formed.org/advent-1

Manger & Hay Advent Retreat
The Family Life Ministry presents “The Manger & the 
Hay,” an advent mini-retreat through the eyes of the 
Holy Family.  Two keynote speakers, refreshments 
and Mass are included.  Saturday, December 17, 
8:30 am - 1 pm at Mary Queen Catholic Church, 606 
Cedarwood Dr., Friendswood.  $10 per family.  Child-
care provided for children 1-3 years, reservations re-
quired.  Registration link:
https://archgh.cventevents.com/TheMangerandTheHay

Great job 
Matteo & 
Rachele!

Awesome 
Jasmine!

Valanka &
Malachi D’Costa

First Place!

What a wonder-
ful time at the 
Advent & Gin-
gerbread House 
Party.  Thank 
you to the 
Jeanne Lejeune 
for sponsoring 
the gingerbread 
houses & can-
dy.  And thank 
you to the 

WATCh teams for preparing & serving the 
food.  Thank you, Chris, for coordinating—it 
was a fun evening!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



EXPOSITION of the 
BLESSED  SACRAMENT: 

 

To the side are days/times 
where help is needed. 

To sign up, 
contact Susie Charnock @ 

281-813-1492. 
“So you could not keep watch 

with me for one hour?...” 
Mt 26:40 

ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY                                        p. 10 

Laura Aguianga, Rosa Avalos, Chau Tung Bach, Lupe 

Batey, Melissa Batey, Isabel Bernal, Gloria Cantu, Anna 

Cardona, Bill Carew, Carolyn Cartafalsa, Marisela 

Castaneda, Emilio Chavez-Cody, Kayson Clay, Robert 

Coldwell, Michael Contreras, Jesse Corona, Aurora 

Corral, Brayden Vossler Corson, Jim Dodge, Bobby 

Embesi, Harold H. Emmers, Jr., Greg Evans, Missy 

Fouts, Joseph Gallagher, Mary L. Broussard-Gee, Kenny 

Gordon, Ellis Goss, Mack Harper, Mitzi Harper, Georgia 

Hohensee, Danette Isaacs, Lupe Kaminski, Madison 

Koopmann, Laurine Krejci, Noemi Lopez, Charlie 

Lozano, Jr., Mark MacFarland, Barrett Mandel, Marc 

Maraccini, Rachele Marchisio, Frank Martone, Russell 

Neal, Diem Le Nguyen, Mien Thi Nguyen, Richard 

Ornelaz, Reyna Parkhurst, Walker Pennington, Wyatt 

Pennington, Stan Petty, Anthony Phillips, Irma Phillips, 

Jose Rodriguez, Kent Rogers, Richard Ramirez, Kyle 

Rosenfeld, Anita Roth, Nelda Ramos Ruiz, Alveraize 

Saizan, Maria Senjudo, Patricia Simon, Sam Sinclair, 

Anthony Sliva, Louise Slott, Bradley Smart, Lance 

Smith, Doris Soukup, Michael Spears, Marie Stewart, 

Albert Stocker, Michael Svemith, Christine Swiech, Ken 

Switzler, Consuelo Estrada Torres, Merlita Velasquez, 

Linda Webb, Carolyn & Gary Webber, Chuck Woodruff, 

Frances Wooley, Dee Worrell, & Calvin Sing Yeung 

 

PRAY  FOR  OUR  SICK 

DECEMBER:  For volunteer not-for-profit organizations 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to the common good & ceaseless-
ly seek out new paths to international cooperation. 

Tuesday 12 Midnight—1 am 
Tuesday 4 pm—5 pm 
Wednesday 2 am—3 am 
Thursday 1 am—2 am 

Thursday 2 am—3 am 

Thursday 1 pm—2 pm 
Thursday 7 pm—8 pm 
Saturday 1 am—2 am 

Pray for Our Nation 

Jesus, I trust in You 

CHRISTMAS  GIVING TREE 
 

We are once again collecting for the 
Christmas Giving Tree Share Your 
Blessings Program. 
 

There are special Christmas Trees set up in the narthex of 
the main church entrance.  The gift tags hung on these trees 
will suggest the age & gender for whom you can donate a 
Christmas gift.  You will also find a gift suggestion sheet at 
the stands nearby.  We ask that you return the unwrapped 
gift(s) with the attached gift tag(s) to St. Maximilian this 
weekends—Dec. 10/11 weekend. 
 

If you know a parish family who needs help or if you 
would like to adopt a parish family, contact us at the office 
at 281-955-7324 or FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org  
 

The Christmas Giving Tree supports Catholic Charities, 
area families & our own parishioners who are in need dur-
ing this Christmas season. Don’t miss your chance to bring 
joy & Christmas blessing to families in our community. 
 

SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS 

 

STEWARDSHIP  REFLECTIONS 

The 2nd collection this 
weekend will be for the 

Retirement Fund  
for Religious. 

Senior sisters, brothers, & 
religious order priests have 
devoted their lives to prayer, 
service, & works of mercy.  
Donations to this fund helps 
to furnish medications, nurs-
ing care, & other necessities.  
Please give generously. 

For  online  Advent  reflections, see  p.  9 

That through daily prayer we gain patience and align 
ourselves with God and His plan for us. 

“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm, be-
cause the coming of the Lord is at hand.” James 5:8 

Patience is another one of those things many of us 
struggle with.  We want things to go according to our 
plan and our schedule; we like things to be convenient.  
Any change brings anxiety and fear.  Through daily 
prayer God reveals to us what He wants us to do with 
the gifts He has given us.  We are able to better align 
ourselves with God’s will and His plan, which is far bet-
ter than anything we can come up with on our own. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Senior Independent Living Apartments 
& Cottages, Assisted Living, Memory Care

281-970-7979
www.VOPsteeplechase.com

12102 Steepleway Blvd., Houston, TX 77065

Kitchen
& Bath

Remodeling

KITCHEN LIFT
COUNTERTOPS & TILE

(832) 296-7544 • www.kitchenlift.com
John Zullinger, CTR Parishioner

Fully Insured • Free Consultation • Free Estimates

Houston’s Oldest & Most Trusted Family 
Owned Funeral Home & Cemetery Firm

Bobby Bryant, Realtor
Parishioner 

Selling or Buying,
Proven Results.

Mobile: 713.498.2327 
bobby@thepatelgroupllc.com

RBryant18@att.net

17470 Hwy. 290 & Jones Rd.

(Behind Willies)

$5 OFF With $20 or More
Purchase W/Ad (Food Only)

After 3 pm Every Day!
(Excl. Alcohol & Taxes)

713-937-6559

Air Conditioning • Heating • Attic Insulation

FOR ALL OF YOUR
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING NEEDS

713-937-4400 OR 713-465-6345
Serving Our Customers Since 1976

                                                           TACLB020181E

St. Maximilian Kolbe’s  
Sunday Bulletin

Diocesan is proud to now be printing

For opportunities to advertise,
please call 800-997-4986

You are invited to help support our Parish!
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Advance Funeral 
Arrangements Allows You:

•  Guaranteed price lock 
for your funeral

•  Remove the burden 
from your family

• FINANCIAL SECURITY

3 Simple Plans Available - 
• Burial with Funeral or Direct
• Direct Cremation
• Cremation with Memorial

Call Mr. Gibbs
at 281.989.0271

gibbs51michael@gmail.com

SERVICE • REPAIRS • NEW INSTALLS
SUMMER SPECIAL: 

A/C Tune Up $69/system
License #: TACLB113167E

713.417.8411

flower arrangements for any occasion
We Deliver!

832‐817‐9388
rosesbygabby@gmail.com

@rosesbygabby

Houses, Offices & Apartments
 • PACKING & MOVING SERVICES

• LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE • 20 YRS. EXPERIENCE
ZACH Parishioner

281-913-9965 • FREE ESTIMATES

REALTOR®

Deena Everest
713.705.7041
deena.everest@SIR.com Parishioner

Dave Everest, Agent
11250 West Rd
Houston, TX 77065
Bus: 281-861-8112 Cell: 713-907-3337
www.DaveSF.com
Hablamos Epañol

QSC CLEANING CONCEPTS
Houses • Apartments • Offices

Deep & Regular Cleaning
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly

Reliable • 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Diana Fuentes

713-960-2923 • fuentesd5901@gmail.com

Affordable Handyman
281.414.5266

HOME REPAIR SERVICE
No job too small

jvnguyen63@hotmail.com

PHO MAI TAI NOODLE HOUSE & GRILL
9344 Jones Road, Ste. D

 281-807-5459
  Lunch Specials
 Every Day

10% OFF
With Ad

Dine In Only

Darren A. James, AAMS®

First Vice President - Investments
3510 156th St., Lubbock, TX 79423
p. 832-498-6755   f. 832-500-4532     
darren.james@raymondjames.com   www.raymondjames.com/darrenjames
Parishioner

Raymond James & Associates, Inc. member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

K & S Plumbing Co.  Serving All Your Needs

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL REPAIRS
Phone: 713-695-9739 • www.kands-plumbing.com
Joseph Kenjora Jr. & Eddie Syzdek Jr. Owners

 Master License No. 9146 & 9149      35 Years Experience  Parishioner

A Full Service Facility
www.winklersgarage.com

13912 Hempstead Hwy.

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1976

Kenneth & Jennifer Winkler
Parishioners @ Christ the Redeemer

18 Months or 18,000 Miles Warranty
Extended Warranty Policies

Welcomed

Monday-Friday 7:30 AM-5:30 PM

713.462.7212

FOUR SEASONS DEVELOPMENT CO., INC
All Types of Constructions - New & Remodels

Standard & Custom Design  Design Build  Commercial
Foundation to Steel Erection or Any Phase  Agricultultural

Mini - Storage  Shops  Office Buildings

Fence Services
Ornamental Iron  Wood  Chain Link

Brick, Specialty Fence, and More

5825 W. Sam Houston Pkwy N.
Houston, Texas
713-466-7077

catholicmatch® 

Texas

CatholicMatch.com/myTX


