
 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9  
Isaiah expresses an urgent plea 

that all should seek the Lord and 
turn to him for mercy. 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 
In a strongly personal message from Paul while in prison, 
he says that he wishes “to be freed from this life and to be 

with Christ,” but he realizes that he still has much 
important work to do. 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a 
Jesus tells the parable of the owner of an estate who hires 
workmen for his vineyard. When, at the end of the day, he 

pays a full day’s wage to those who worked only one 
hour, those who worked all day complained bitterly. But 
the owner says, “I am free to do as I please, am I not?” 
Jesus reminds us through this parable that “the last shall 

be first and the first shall be last.” 

 

 

 
For the Week of September 24th through 

September 30th   
 
Sunday 
Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday 
Ezr 1:1-6; Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday 
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Lk 8:19-
21 
Wednesday 
Ezr 9:5-9; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday 
Hg 1:1-8; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Jn 1:47-51 
Saturday 
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Lk 9:43b-45 
 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Saturday, September 23rd  
 4:00 p.m. Helen Guastavino 
Sunday, September 24th   
 8:00 a.m. Guy Calibey  

10:00 a.m. Mass for All Lay Ministers 
                                              In Our Parish 
Monday September 25th    
 8:30 a.m.  Bobby Paganini 
Tuesday, September 26th   
 8:30 a.m.  Marilyn Natoli 
Wednesday September 27th  
 8:30 a.m.       Jack Alfree 
Thursday, September 28th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, September 29th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Saturday, September 30th                   
 4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 
Sunday, October 1st  
 8:00 a.m. Steve Belcak, Sr. 

10:00 a.m. Jack DePoulter 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  
Remember in your prayers the 

sick of the parish:    John Troffo, 
Valerie Lindyberg,  Patricia Dana, 

Elizabeth Montague, Angela 
Wilmer, Faith King, Jennifer 

Willis, Laurenson Ward, and all 
those whose names appear in the 

PARISH BOOK OF 
INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing after 
Mass.  Registration forms are available at the doors of the 

Church, the Parish Office, or online.  For additional information, 
please call 410-778-3160, or go to sacredparish.org. 

***** 

NEW PARISHIONERS:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently:  Washington College 
students:  Hillary Hwang, Liam MacKenzie, Catherine 

Gaudlip, Nick Boyles, and Jennifer Walls..   We pray that 
you will become closer to God through your participation 
in our Faith Community. We look forward to getting to 

know you. Welcome! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


 
 
 
 
 

 
Bringing the Gospel Home 

Twenty-fifth Sunday of         
Ordinary Time 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 

REFLECTION FOR FAMILIES: How many times 
a day do our children point out that someone got 

more than they did? Enough, I'm sure, for us to know 
that today's Gospel illustrates a human response! But 

our human ways are not God's ways. God's 
generosity is sometimes beyond our understanding. 
But imagine what a world it would be if we rejoiced 

in generosity and good fortune of others. 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR 
FAMILY:  Make a list of the gifts God has given 

your family. They may be things that you can see and 
touch, or they may be intangible gifts like character, 
health, or intelligence. Ask yourselves: Do you think 
your family has more gifts than some other families? 

Do all the gifts have to have material value? Are 
there some families you know who have gifts that 

can't be measured in dollars and cents? What does all 
this say to you about God's generosity? 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. I remember once giving someone something 
(or doing something for them) without a 
specific reason.  I remember feeling… 

2. I can remember an incident where someone got 
something I didn’t.  It was when… 

3. Once I got a full day’s wage for only working 
part of the day.  I think there is a connection 
between that time and this gospel because… 

 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred Heart 
Religious Education @sacredheartPREP 

 

PARENTING POINTERS: Monday (September 
25th) is National Eat Dinner Together Day.  Maybe 
you always eat dinner together. If not, make a special 
effort to eat together on this day. Tell stories of your 
day.  What was the high?  What was the low? 

  
SEPTEMBER 21 -MATTHEW THE 

APOSTLE 
 
Matthew, the Evangelist who wrote the 
Gospel that appears first in the New 
Testament, was different from the other 
Apostles. He was not a popular man. 
Many people felt that he was unworthy to 
be a chosen as a follower of Jesus. 
Matthew worked for the Romans as a tax 
collector. The Romans ruled Palestine and 
the Jewish people in the time of Jesus. 
They forced the Jewish people to pay 
taxes to them. Many of the tax collectors 
cheated the people by charging more 
taxes than required and keeping the extra 
money for themselves. The Jews 
considered tax collectors to be traitors. 
 
In Chapter 9 of his Gospel, Matthew tells a story about 
how Jesus called him to follow him and how the Jewish 
people felt about tax collectors. You can read it in 
Matthew 9:9-13. In this story, the Pharisees, a group of 
Jews who strictly followed all the laws of their religion, 
call tax collectors “sinners." Jesus knew in his heart that 
Matthew was not a sinner or a cheat. 
 
Matthew is also the only Evangelist who shares the eight 
Beatitudes with his readers. His Gospel faithfully reports 
how Jesus described who will be truly blessed by God in 
the Kingdom and the attitudes and actions that are 
required for those who follow the new Law Jesus came to 
bring. 
 
After Jesus’ Ascension, Matthew preached the Gospel, as 
Jesus asked his disciples to do. It is believed that he 
established Christian communities in Ethiopia and other 
sections of the continent of Africa. Tradition tells us that 
he died as a martyr. 
 
St. Matthew is the patron saint of accountants. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

SAINTS OF SEPTEMBER 



 
Offertory – Week Ending –September 17 – Week 12 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

9/17 
Wk. 12 

 
$5,008 

 
$695 

 
$6,058 

 
-$355 

YTD 
Wk. 13 

 
$66,393 

 
$11,375 

 
$72,696 

 
$5,072 

 

SHARE IN THE SPIRIT:  Today’s second collection is 
taken in support of the diocesan tuition assistance 
program.  A giving envelope was provided in your 
offertory envelope packet.  However, if it has been 

misplaced, or if you do not receive envelopes and would 
like to support this important program, extra envelopes 

have been placed at the doors of the church.   

Monies raised through this collection coupled with the 
diocese’s tuition assistance endowment provides financial 
assistance to hundreds of deserving families who seek a 

Catholic education for their children but who cannot 
afford the full cost of tuition. 

Through this collection, our Bishop is reaching out to 
believing and worshipping Catholics like you to assist him 

in ensuring that the Catholic commitment to total 
education of our children does not fade away because 

people cannot afford it.  Since the Church has the mission 
to educate and since this mission directly affects the 

quality of life we experience as Catholics, all of us have a 
stake in Catholic education. 

It is in light of this reality that I ask you to consider 
supporting this weekend’s Share in the Spirit collection.  

God bless you for your goodness. 

 

 

The RISE AGAINST 
HUNGER Meal Packaging 

Event in partnership with Christ 
United Methodist Church will be 
held on Saturday October 21, 
2017, in the Christ United Methodist Church Hall at 401 

High Street from 9 a.m. until the job is done (probably before 
noon).  Everyone is invited to come and help package 20,000 

meals. Thank you to everyone who has already volunteered and 
all who helped with the successful fundraising for this event.  
Together we are doing great things!  For more information, 

contact Ann Anderson wmandersonfamily@verizon.net         
or 410-778-4243. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES THRIFT CENTER:  Are you 
planning a household remodel or facelift?  Don’t discard your 

gently-used household goods - donate them!  Catholic Charities 
Thrift Center in Wilmington is in great need of furniture, 

mattresses, and working appliances.  Demand for these items 
continues to outpace our supply.  We will accept used bedding 
as we are licensed by the State of Delaware to sanitize bedding 
and offer for resale or redistribution.  We do ask that the items 

be gently used, clean and in good working order, and we reserve 
the right to refuse a donation if it is in poor condition.  To 
schedule a pick-up of these items, call the Thrift Center             

at 302-764-2717.  The Thrift Center is located at 1320 E 23rd 
Street, Wilmington, DE 19802. 

***** 

ANNUAL RED MASS:  The annual Red Mass will be 
celebrated on Monday, October 2, at 6:00 p.m. at St. Joseph 

on the Brandywine Church.  This is the 30th Annual 
Celebration of the Red Mass, and the homilist will be Fr. Robert 

Kennedy, who was homilist for the first diocesan Red Mass.  
Dating back to the Middle Ages, the Red Mass is celebrated 

annually for judges, lawyers, law professors and students, and 
government officials.  The Mass invokes the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit for those who seek justice and serve in its administration.  
Dinner follows in the church hall. 

*****  

VOCATIONS:  In today’s first reading, the Lord reminds us 
through the prophet Isaiah “my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways.”  One of the hallmarks of Christian 

growth is realizing that God’s plan for me might be different 
from what I’d like to choose as a career.  Sorting it all out 

involves discernment, and that’s never easy to do by oneself.  If 
you think God might be calling you to priesthood, diaconate or 
religious life, and if you’d like some help as you seek clarity, 

call or write Father Norm Carroll, Diocesan Director of Priestly 
and Religious Vocations (302-573-3113 or 

vocations@cdow.org).  Be sure to visit our website: 
www.cdow.org/vocations! 

PARISH NEWS 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

mailto:wmandersonfamily@verizon.net
mailto:vocations@cdow.org).
http://www.cdow.org/vocations!


 

 

 


