
 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: Malachi 
1:14b—2:2b, 8-10 

This passage from Malachi 
denounces the laxity and 

unfaithfulness of the people and especially of the priests, 
who failed in their duties to God and their neighbors. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9, 13 
Paul reminisces about his extremely happy and successful 
visit with the Thessalonians. He praises them once again 

for their immediate and open acceptance of his message as 
truly the word of God. 

Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 
In a strongly worded message, Jesus again rebukes the 
Pharisees for the hypocritical ostentation and love of 
honor and position. He reminds the people and the 

disciples that the truly greatest one is the one who serves 
others. He ends with the words, ”Whoever exalts himself 

shall be humbled, but whoever humbles himself shall      
be exalted.” 

 

 

 
For the Week of November 5th through 

November 11th     
 
Sunday 
Mal 1:14b—2:2b, 8-10; 1 Thes 2:7b-9,13; Mt 23:1-12 
Monday 
Rom 11:29-36; Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday 
Rom 12:5-16b; Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday 
Rom 13:8-10; Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday 
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3:9c-
11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Friday 
Rom 15:14-21; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday 
Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Lk 16:9-15 
 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 
 

 
 
Saturday, November 4th  
 4:00 p.m. John Kerrigan 
Sunday, November 5th  
 8:00 a.m. Ray Brilz 

10:00 a.m. Jack DePoulter 
Monday November 6th  
 8:30 a.m.  Christine Gerety 
Tuesday, November 7th  
 8:30 a.m.  For Our Parishioners, Living 
                                            And Deceased 
Wednesday November 8th  
 8:30 a.m. (SH) Frank Gulden   
Thursday, November 9th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, November 10th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Saturday, November 11th                 
 4:00 p.m.  Anita and Robert Gelderman 
Sunday, November 12th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners, Living 
                                            And Deceased 

10:00 a.m. Marilyn Josephine Natoli 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    

John Troffo, Valerie 
Lindyberg,  Patricia Dana, 

Elizabeth Montague, 
Angela Wilmer, Faith King, 
Jennifer Willis, Laurenson 

Ward, and all those whose names appear in the 
PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to 

Father Grasing after Mass.  Registration forms are 
available at the doors of the 
Church, the Parish Office, or 

online.  For additional 
information, please call 410-

778-3160, or go to 
sacredparish.org.  

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


 

 
 

 
Bringing the Gospel Home 

Thirty-first Sunday of         
Ordinary Time 

Matthew 23:1-12 

REFLECTION FOR FAMILIES: Few people can humble us as 
quickly as our children. They might embarrass us by their public 
behavior, or they might make reference to our age or choice in 

clothing style. What will our response tell them about us? When we 
try to maintain our position of authority over them, we are likely to 
heighten the confrontation. We know from experience that we gain 
little ground. Often humor is the best antidote. It may require some 

wit on our part to respond lightly to their criticism or public 
behavior, but usually another time will present itself to share with 
them how we were really feeling at the moment. Their respect for 

us will develop as they continue to see us model appropriate 
responses without using our weapons of power and authority. 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: Some 
support and recovery groups suggest that we try to do an act of 

kindness each day for someone and not let anyone know we did the 
act. This is a way of acting humbly when we serve another 

anonymously. Try to think as a family of someone who might 
benefit from an action on your part. Plan a way of doing it so that 
no one knows you were responsible. Pay attention to opportunities 

in the future and perform random acts of kindness as                  
often as possible. 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. Someone whose leadership style I really admire 
is…because… 

2. I am most likely to show my power and authority 
when… 

3. I know people who try to make themselves 
important.  When they do this I… 
 

JOURNEY OF FAITH Parent/Child 
Session 

Sunday, November 12 11:00 – 12:15 

Topic:  Advent Activities for Families 

 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred 
Heart Religious Education 
@sacredheartPREP 

 

Elizabeth and 
Zechariah – 
November 5 

 
Elizabeth and Zechariah 
never stopped praying 
that God would bless 
their marriage with a 
child, even though it 
seemed impossible as 

they grew elderly. 
Zechariah was a priest in 
the temple in Jerusalem. 

 
One day, the angel 
Gabriel appeared to him and announced that 

Zechariah and Elizabeth would have a son. Gabriel 
told him to name the child John. Zechariah did not 
believe Gabriel. He asked for a sign that Gabriel’s 

words were true. At once, Zechariah became unable 
to speak. He was not able to talk again until John was 

born, many months later. Zechariah’s first words 
were, “Blessed be the Lord!” (Luke 1:67). 

 
Elizabeth had a much younger cousin, our Blessed 
Mother, Mary. Mary, too, had been visited by the 

angel Gabriel, who told her that she had been chosen 
to be the mother of God’s Son. Gabriel told Mary that 

Elizabeth was also expecting a child although she 
was very old. Mary traveled to the hill country where 
Elizabeth and Zechariah lived. Mary wanted to help 

Elizabeth as she waited for the birth of her child. 
 

The moment Mary arrived, Elizabeth recognized the 
blessing Mary had been given by God. Elizabeth 
greeted Mary with these words: “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb!” (Luke 1:42). We say these words today each 

time we pray the Hail Mary. 
 

Elizabeth and Zechariah’s son grew up to be John the 
Baptist, Jesus’ cousin. We honor Elizabeth and 
Zechariah as saints. Their lives teach us to trust 

always in God. 
 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education 
Program 

NOVEMBER SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending –October 29th – Week 18  

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

10/29 
Wk. 18 

 
$4,434 

 
$340 

 
$6,058 

 
-$1,284 

YTD 
Wk. 18 

 
$97,438 

 
$16,120 

 
$109,044 

 
$4,514 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  Our 
Parish Religious Education Program 

will be presented on Saturday 
December 16th, following the 4:00 
p.m. Mass.  Please join the children 

of the parish as they once again tell the story of our Lord’s 
birth, accompanied by the singing of some of your favorite 
Christmas carols.  After the pageant, there will be dinner 

served in the Hall. 

GOOSEBUMP JUMP:  Please consider joining us for the 
2017 Goosebump Jump to benefit the Kent Center family 
on Saturday, November 18 at Betterton Beach and Fire 

Hall.  We count on the proceeds from this event to allow us 
to provide flexible and accessible transportation options to 
promote community inclusion and independence.  As you 
may know, Kent Center is supported by State and Federal 

funds, but only at a bare minimum level and even those funds 
are at risk these days.  This type of community fundraising is 
essential to bridge the gap left between these funds and the 
actual needs and desires of our diverse family, and ensure         

our future. 
 

***** 

FLU SHOTS:  The Kent County Health Department, located at 
125 South Lynchburg Street, Chestertown, is offering flu shots 

on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon through 
December.  For information or questions, call 410-778-1350.   

***** 

2018 CALENDARS ARE AT THE DOORS OF THE 
CHURCH.  

GIVING TREE:  We are in need of volunteers to help 
with the Giving Tree Project.  If 

you can help, please contact 
Jeanne Yeager at 410-778-0554 

or jyeager@mscfv.org.         
Thank you.  

***** 

BIBLE STUDY:  A Bible Study class meets every 
Tuesday morning from 10:30 a.m. until noon in the 
Sacred Heart Church Hall.  We will be discussing the 
readings for the upcoming Sunday.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Jim Twohy at 443-282-0161.                                                                     
All are welcome. 

 
***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using 

Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone 
to consider using this contribution method.  Contact Senta 

Burton with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
senta.burton@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are 

available at the doors of the Church. 

 

VOCATIONS: Today’s readings remind us that priests 
are called to serve God and His people humbly and 

faithfully.  As we pray today for God’s blessings on our 
priests, please pray too that God call many healthy men to 

serve as priests in the Diocese of Wilmington.  If you 
think God is calling you to the priesthood, call or write 
Father Norm Carroll, Diocesan Director of Priestly and 

Religious Vocations (302-573-3113 or 
vocations@cdow.org).  Be sure to visit our website: 

www.cdow.org/vocations! 

***** 

BISHOP’S 5-K RUN/WALK:  Catholic Charities will be 
hosting the annual Bishop’s 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, 

November 18, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. until noon, at 
Bellevue State Park, Figure 8 Barn, 800 Carr Road, 

Wilmington.  Following the run/walk, race participants, 
family, and friends are invited to take part in a fun event. 
To learn more about the Bishop’s 5K, and learn how you 
can sponsor this first time event, visit Catholic Charities 

website at cdow.org/charities. 
To register for the race and the post-event celebration, 

visit bishops5K.com. 
 

PARISH NEWS 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

mailto:jyeager@mscfv.org.
mailto:senta.burton@sacredparish.org.
mailto:vocations@cdow.org).
http://www.cdow.org/vocations!

