
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-
17, 19b, 64:2-7 

In this straightforward psalm, the 
people acknowledge their sinful 
ways, yet plead that their Creator might reveal himself to them. 
They ask God to remember, not their sins, but that “We are all 

the work of your hands.” 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Paul explains to the Corinthians that they are specially favored 
by God who has sent his only Son to them.  He reminds us all 

that it was through God’s grace that we have been called to 
kinship with Christ. 

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 
Just as a servant watching over the master’s house does not 
know when he will return, we do not know the hour of the 

Second Coming. Mark reminds us of the warning from Jesus to 
always be on guard, for we know not the day nor the hour. 

 

 

 
For the Week of December 3rd through 

December 9th      
Sunday 
Is 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 
Monday 
Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday 
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday 
Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday 
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday 
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-
12; Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 

***** 
 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR:  Next weekend, the Little 
Sisters of the Poor will seek your financial support for their ministry to 

the elderly poor.  The Sisters are committed to welcoming the needy 
regardless of race or religion, into their Home on Salem Church Road 

in Newark.  They receive them as members of their large family, caring 
for them and preparing them for their heavenly Home when God calls 

them.  Your generosity will be deeply appreciated. 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, December 2nd  
 4:00 p.m. Jack DePoulter 
Sunday, December 3rd  
 8:00 a.m. Ray Brilz 

10:00 a.m. Marilyn Natoli 
Monday December 4th   
 8:30 a.m.  William Foley 
Tuesday, December 5th    
 8:30 a.m.  Mass In Thanksgiving 
Wednesday December 6th  
 8:30 a.m.  Jennifer Shibley (living) 
Thursday, December 7th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
 7:00 p.m. (SJ)   For Our Parishioners,  
                                         Living and Deceased 
Friday, December 8th  (Immaculate Conception) 
 8:30 a.m. (SH)  For Our Parishioners,  
                                         Living and Deceased 
 7:00 p.m. (SH)  For Our Parishioners,  
                                         Living and Deceased 
Saturday, December 9th                
 4:00 p.m.  Anna Rowan 
Sunday, December 10th  
 8:00 a.m. Stella Belcak 

10:00 a.m. Owen Pierce 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF 
THE PARISH:  Remember in your 

prayers the sick of the parish:    
John Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg,  

Patricia Dana, Elizabeth Montague, 
Angela Wilmer, Faith King, 
Laurenson Ward, Rosemary 

Keating,  and all those whose names 
appear in the PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently: Maria DeJohn of Millington 

and Jesse and Patricia Brooks of Galena.  We pray that you will 
become closer to God through your participation in our Faith 

Community. We look forward to getting to know you. 
Welcome! 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE THE RECENT 
MAILING OF THE FINANCIAL 

STATEMENT, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PARISH OFFICE. 

 



 

 

 
 

Bringing the Gospel Home 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Mark 13:33-37 

REFLECTION FOR FAMILIES: There 
is an old saying, “When the cat’s away, the mice begin to 

play!” When our boss isn’t looking, it may be tempting for us 
to slow down the pace. When we aren’t home, our children 

might be tempted to play rather than do their homework. But 
we are each in our own way called to be like the servants in 

today’s Gospel story—staying faithful to whatever tasks 
we’ve been given whether the master (the boss, the parent) is 
away or at home. Today, pray to be faithful to the tasks you 
have been given as a parent, a spouse, a coworker, a friend, 

and a disciple of Jesus. 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: 
Today is the First Sunday of Advent. It is also the first day of 
the new liturgical year. Spend some time today preparing for 
this new year. Hang a new liturgical year calendar and create 

your family Advent wreath. Light the first candle, and talk 
about how you will celebrate the season of Advent. Talk 
about what you as a family can do to stay awake for the 

coming of the Lord at Christmas. 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. Some things I am in charge of at home/school/work 
are… 

2. When I do not do what I am supposed to do at 
home/school/work… 

3. One way I can stay more awake for the coming of 
the Lord is… 

 
PARENTING POINTERS 

 
Sunday December 3: During this Advent, each day watch 

your child and note one kind, joyful, or positive act. 
 

***** 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred 
Heart Religious Education 
@sacredheartPREP 

Francis Xavier – 
December 3 

 
The Catholic Church calls Saint 
Francis Xavier “the Apostle to 
the Indies” and “the Apostle of 

Japan.” The word apostle means 
“one who is sent.” Jesus sent his 
12 apostles out to announce the 

coming of God’s kingdom. 
Hundreds of years later, the 

Church sent Francis Xavier out to preach the same      
good news. 

 
Francis was born in Spain in 1506. He studied in Paris and 

with Ignatius Loyola was one of the seven men who 
founded the Jesuit order, the Society of Jesus, in 1534. 

Then in 1541 he sailed to Goa, India. There he preached 
about Jesus—the poor carpenter of Nazareth. 

 
Francis knew that actions speak louder than words. So he 
did not only tell the poor people of India the message of 

the Gospels. He acted out this message by living, sleeping, 
eating, playing, and working among the poor. Did they 

live in rickety huts? So did he! Did they eat only rice? So 
did he! Did they work long hours in the hot sun? So did 
he! Because of his words and actions, many thousands 
came to believe in the Christian God of mercy and love 

and tenderness. 
 

In 1547, Francis sailed to Japan. In the two years he was 
there, he baptized thousands of people. But Francis had a 
dream. He wanted to take the good news to China. So in 
1552 he set sail again. But he fell sick before reaching 

mainland China. On the island of Shangchuan, he died at 
the age of 46, far from home, but not far from God. He 
was canonized in 1622, at the same time as Ignatius of 
Loyola. Francis Xavier is the patron saint of Catholic 

missionaries. 

***** 

 
POSTER CONTEST:  The Father George S. Bradford Council 
Knights of Columbus is sponsoring its annual “Keep Christ in 

Christmas” poster contest.  Prizes will be awarded in three 
categories:  1st – 2nd grade; 4th – 6th grade; and 7th and 8th grades.  
Posters will be collected by December 10th.  The winners will 

also be invited along with their families to the Knights of 
Columbus Christmas Party on December 14th.   

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program  
DECEMBER SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Weeks Ending –Nov. 19th and Nov. 26th  
Week 21 and Week 22 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

11/19 
Wk. 21 

 
$4,878 

 
$545 

 
$6,058 

 
-$635 

YTD 
Wk. 21 

 
$113,886 

 
$19,285 

 
$127,218 

 
$5,953 

Offertory 
11/26 

Wk. 22 

 
$5,931 

 
$635 

 
$6,058 

 
$508 

YTD 
Wk. 22 

 
$119,817 

 
$19,920 

 
$133,276 

 
$6,461 

 

On January 2nd, the Samaritan Group of Kent 
County will again open the emergency winter shelter 
for our brothers and sisters in Kent County who have 

no safe and warm place to stay during the winter 
months. Volunteers are needed each evening from 

5:30-11:00 to share a meal and conversation with shelter guests.  
Volunteers are also needed to prepare the evening meal during one 
week in February when Sacred Heart Parish will again volunteer to 

undertake this corporal work of mercy. 

If you would like to volunteer as an evening chaperone, please contact 
Barbara Harrison at barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com. 

If you would like to volunteer to prepare a meal (specific week in 
February TBD) for shelter guests, or if you would like more 

information regarding the shelter, please contact Barbara Kelly at 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? ….’Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 

mine, you did for me.’        
  Matthew 25: 37-40 

 

TIS (almost) THE SEASON 

We prepare for everything we 
consider important in life.  And that 
includes Christmas.  Join our parish 
for Best Advent Ever, a free e-mail 
program that will help you prepare for Christmas in a unique 
way.  Each day you will receive an e-mail with: 

- Short inspirational videos from Matthew Kelly and Dr. 
Allen Hunt. 

- Practical tips for your everyday life 
- Real-life stories of hope. 

To sign up, visit BestAdventEver.com/BeautifulHope. 

***** 

GIVING TREE:  Sacred Heart Parish will 
once again support our community this 

Christmas through donations to the Giving 
Tree.  Please take an ornament, read it for 

information about the recipient, purchase and 
wrap the gift and attach the ornament securely 
to the outside of the gift.  Please place the gift 

under the tree located in Church.  All gifts are needed by Sunday, 
December 17th.    Your generous giving allows us to bring Christmas 
joy to many families.  For more information, contact Jeanne Yeager, 

jyeager@mscfv.org or 410-778-0554. 

***** 

THANK YOU:  We have received the following note from the Food 
Pantry:  “Once again those of us who serve the needy at our Food 

Pantry thank you.  We thank you not only for your most recent 
collection of 584 pounds, but also for your continuing support 

throughout the year.  We know we can count on you.  Our families 
enjoy the donated items that are not part of the regular menu.  They 

have a choice!  Once again, thank you for caring.  Sincerely, Sue 
Basener, Board Chair.” 

***** 

COME CELEBRATE with the children of the 
parish at our annual Christmas Program, 

December 16th following the 4:00 pm liturgy.  
We will retell the age-old story of the Birth of 

Jesus, sing some Christmas carols, and then enjoy a spaghetti 
dinner prepared by the young people of our Confirmation class. 
Everyone is invited!   You are asked to bring some Christmas 

cookies or plate of brownies if you are coming to dinner. 

*****   

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR:  Next weekend, the Little 
Sisters of the Poor will seek your financial support for their ministry to 

the elderly poor.  The Sisters are committed to welcoming the needy 
regardless of race or religion, into their Home on Salem Church Road 

in Newark.  They receive them as members of their large family, caring 
for them and preparing them for their heavenly Home when God calls 

them.  Your generosity will be deeply appreciated. 

PARISH NEWS 

MASS FOR THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: 

Thursday, December 7th – 7:00 p.m. at St. John 

Friday, December 8th – 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart 

mailto:barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com.
mailto:barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com
mailto:jyeager@mscfv.org


 


