
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Isaiah emphasizes that from the desert to the 
mountains, all people must prepare for “the 

glory of the Lord to be revealed.” Rather than 
looking only at God’s power, Isaiah focuses 

on God’s kindness, comparing it to a shepherd who feeds and cares for 
his flock. 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
For those who are impatient for the Second Coming, Peter explains that 

time is different to God than to people. He reminds them that they 
should be grateful for the extra time to prepare, and concentrate on 

striving to become all that God would want them to be. 

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
In this passage, John the Baptist stressed the importance of the coming 

of the Messiah. He acknowledged that he was only the messenger, 
and  unfit to “stoop and untie his sandal straps.”  John urged them to 

prepare for one far holier than he, who would walk among them. 

 

 

 
For the Week of December 10th through 

December 16th      
Sunday 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 
1:1-8 
Monday 
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-
6a, 10ab; Lk 1:26-38 or 
Lk 1:39-47 
Wednesday 
Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday 
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday 
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 

***** 
 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, December 9th  
 4:00 p.m. Anna Rowan 
Sunday, December 10th  
 8:00 a.m. Stella Belcak 

10:00 a.m. Owen Pierce 
Monday December 11th  
 8:30 a.m.  William Foley 
Tuesday, December 12th  
 8:30 a.m.  Dorothy Nancy Lang 
Wednesday December 13th   
 8:30 a.m.  For Our Parishioners,  
                                         Living and Deceased 
Thursday, December 14th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, December 15th  
 8:30 a.m.  Communion Service 
Saturday, December 16th              
 4:00 p.m.  Anita and Robert Gelderman 
Sunday, December 17th  
 8:00 a.m. Harriet Lenert 

10:00 a.m. Ross and Peg Lyons 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF 
THE PARISH:  Remember in your 

prayers the sick of the parish:    
John Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg,  

Patricia Dana, Elizabeth Montague, 
Angela Wilmer, Faith King, 
Laurenson Ward, Rosemary 

Keating,  and all those whose names 
appear in the PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently: Roseann Geers of 

Millington, MD.  We pray that you will become closer to 
God through your participation in our Faith Community. 

We look forward to getting to know you. Welcome! 

***** 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR:  This weekend, the Little 
Sisters of the Poor will seek your financial support for their 
ministry to the elderly poor.  The Sisters are committed to 

welcoming the needy regardless of race or religion, into their 
Home on Salem Church Road in Newark.  They receive them as 

members of their large family, caring for them and preparing 
them for their heavenly Home when God calls them.  Your 

generosity will be deeply appreciated. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


 

 

 
 

Bringing the Gospel Home 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Mark 1:1-8 

REFLECTION FOR FAMILIES: John the 
Baptist was clothed in camel’s hair, wore a leather belt around 
his waist, and fed on locusts and wild honey. He stood out as 

being different, even strange, in comparison to the people 
around him. Yet people were drawn to him and to what he said. 

They heard his call to repentance and were baptized in the 
Jordan River. Today, think about and pray for coworkers, 

classmates, family members, friends, and neighbors who stand 
out as being different. What can you learn from them? 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: Light 
two purple candles on your family’s Advent wreath. Ask family 
members to share how they have prepared the way of the Lord 

in the past week. Did they take time to pray? Did they do a kind 
deed for another family member or neighbor? Decide as a 

family on one or more ways you will follow the example of 
John the Baptist and prepare the way of the Lord in the week      

to come. 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. I saw someone else prepare the way of the Lord this 
week when… 

2. Someone who reminds me of Saint John the Baptist 
is…because… 

3. If I could proclaim one message to the world today 
it would be… 

 
PARENTING POINTERS 

 
Sunday December 10: What does it mean to conceive a 

child? Whether you are the mother or father, it means your 
life is forever changed. It is the start of enduring love and 
sacrifice for another being put in your care. Pause today 

and ponder your creative role. 
***** 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred 
Heart Religious Education 
@sacredheartPREP 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION:   The 
following young people received the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first-
time last Saturday.  Please keep them in 
your prayer as they continue their faith 

formation in preparation for the reception 
of Holy Eucharist in the spring: 

Windy Asmussen  Thomas Menapace 
Elise Campbell   Christina Menapace 
Abigail Gallo   Trey Moore 
Bennett Harris   Julia Spero 
  James Hickey 

JUAN DIEGO - December 9 
 
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin was born in 
Mexico in 1474. Every day, he rose before 
dawn and walked 15 miles to Mass in 
what is today Mexico City. On December 
9, 1531, the Virgin Mary appeared to Juan 
as he passed Tepeyac Hill. She said that 
she wanted a church to be built on that 

site. She told Juan to go and talk to the bishop. 
 
The bishop listened to Juan, but was skeptical. He asked 
Juan to bring some kind of proof that he had really talked 
with the Virgin Mary. 
 
Juan was a simple man — a weaver and laborer. Before he 
could return to the Lady, he found out that his uncle was 
dying. Juan rushed to find a priest. On his way, the Virgin 
Mary met him on the path. She told Juan that his uncle 
had been cured. Then she asked Juan to go to the top of 
the hill where they first met. On the snow-covered hill, 
Juan found beautiful roses, a kind that did not grow in 
Mexico, growing in the frozen ground. Juan filed his cloak 
with the flowers and ran to see the bishop. 
 
Juan told the bishop what had happened and opened his 
cloak. The flowers fell to the floor. To their amazement, 
an image of the Lady was imprinted on Juan’s open cloak. 
Soon after, the bishop had a church built on the site where 
the Virgin Mary had first appeared to Juan. 
 
Juan Diego died in 1548 and was canonized in 2002. Pope 
John Paul II traveled to Mexico City, to preside at the 
ceremony. 
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Offertory – Week Ending – December 3rd          
Week 23 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/03 
Wk. 23 

 
$5,747 

 
$1,830 

 
$6,058 

 
$1,519 

YTD 
Wk. 23 

 
$125,564 

 
$21,750 

 
$139,334 

 
$7,980 

 

On January 2nd, the Samaritan Group of Kent 
County will again open the emergency winter shelter 
for our brothers and sisters in Kent County who have 

no safe and warm place to stay during the winter 
months. Volunteers are needed each evening from 5:30-11:00 to share a 
meal and conversation with shelter guests.  Volunteers are also needed 
to prepare the evening meal during one week in February when Sacred 

Heart Parish will again volunteer to undertake this corporal work of 
mercy. 

If you would like to volunteer as an evening chaperone, please contact 
Barbara Harrison at barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com. 

If you would like to volunteer to prepare a meal (specific week in 
February TBD) for shelter guests, or if you would like more 

information regarding the shelter, please contact Barbara Kelly at 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? ….’Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 

mine, you did for me.’        
  Matthew 25: 37-40 

***** 

GIVING TREE:  If you have taken an ornament 
from the tree at Sacred Heart, please place the gift 

under the tree located in Church.  All gifts are 
needed by Sunday, December 17th.    Your 

generous giving allows us to bring Christmas joy to many families.  For 
more information, contact Jeanne Yeager, jyeager@mscfv.org              

or 410-778-0554. 

 

 

COME CELEBRATE with the children of 
the parish at our annual Christmas Program, 

December 16th following the 4:00 pm 
liturgy.  We will retell the age-old story of 

the Birth of Jesus, sing some Christmas carols, and then 
enjoy a spaghetti dinner prepared by the young people of 

our Confirmation class. Everyone is invited!   You are 
asked to bring some Christmas cookies or plate of 

brownies if you are coming to dinner. 

***** 

THERE ARE 2018 CALENDARS AT THE DOORS 
OF THE CHURCH – PLEASE TAKE ONE FOR 

YOUR FAMILY. 

*****   

THANK YOU:  “Members of St. John’s Catholic Church:  
Always, but most especially in this season of gratitude, we are 

thankful for your kindness in helping those less fortunate through 
the Rock Hall Community Food Pantry.  Your monthly food 

collections enable us to distribute boxes of food including 
vegetables, pastas, soup, fruit and other items to provide balanced 

meals for families and children and the elderly.  Your Thanksgiving 
food drive was abundantly generous with extras for a holiday meal.  
We are blessed to have your support in this Rock Hall community 

ministry.  Thank you again.  Sue Becker, Director.” 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS: 

COMMUNITY SING ALONG:  There will be a Community 
Sing-Along on Sunday, December 17th at 3:00 p.m. at 

Fountain Park, Chestertown.  Everyone is welcome as we come 
together as a community to celebrate the season with Christmas 

Carols and Holiday Songs.  Bring your family, friends and 
neighbors.  This event is sponsored by the Chester Valley 

Ministers Association.  Donations are accepted and the proceeds 
after expenses will be donated to the Good Neighbor Fund.   

 

 

PARISH NEWS 
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