
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
Isaiah describes the joy and salvation 
which will accompany the coming of 
Christ. He compares the plants which 
spring from a garden to the justice that 

will spring from all nations. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24 

Paul reminds the Thessalonians to constantly ready themselves 
for Christ’s arrival. He tells them to “avoid any semblance of 

evil” so that they may be found irreproachable when Jesus   
does arrive. 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John explains that he is only a messenger to the people for one 

more powerful than himself. John stresses to them that they 
must make a path for the one so powerful that he is not fit to 

unfasten the strap of his sandal. 

 

 

 
For the Week of December 17th through 

December 23rd       
Sunday 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
Monday 
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 
Wednesday 
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 
1:39-45 
Friday 
1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
 

***** 
 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, December 16th   
 4:00 p.m. Anita and Robert Gelderman 
Sunday, December 17th  
 8:00 a.m. Harriet Lenert 

10:00 a.m. Ross and Peg Lyons 
Monday December 18th  
 8:30 a.m.  William Foley 
Tuesday, December 19th  
 8:30 a.m.  For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
Wednesday December 20th    
 8:30 a.m.  Ann Rowan 
Thursday, December 21st  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, December 22nd  
 8:30 a.m.  Communion Service 
Saturday, December 23rd              
 4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 
Sunday, December 24th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 

10:00 a.m. Jacob Pratt 
 4:00 p.m. (SH) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
 6:00 p.m. (SJ) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
Monday, December 25th  
 9:00 a.m. (SH) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF 
THE PARISH:  Remember in 

your prayers the sick of the 
parish:    John Troffo, Valerie 

Lindyberg,  Patricia Dana, 
Elizabeth Montague, Angela 

Wilmer, Faith King, Laurenson Ward, Rosemary 
Keating,  and all those whose names appear in the 

PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently:  Chandara Russell and 

Kathleen Cooper.  We pray that you will become closer to 
God through your participation in our Faith Community. 

We look forward to getting to know you. Welcome! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


 

 

 
 

Bringing the Gospel Home 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

REFLECTION FOR PARENTS: Tony’s 
mom. Maria’s dad. Michael’s wife. Angela’s husband. How many 
times and in how many ways do we define ourselves by who we 

are? And, like John the Baptist, are there times and ways we define 
ourselves by who we are not? John made it clear that he was not the 
Christ, not Elijah, and not the Prophet. What he was is what we are 

called to be—ones who testify to the light, ones who prepare the 
way of the Lord, and ones who proclaim his message of truth to all. 
Today, pray to be who you are as a disciple of Christ. Proclaim the 
Good News through your words and actions, and point the way to 

Jesus, the One who is to come. 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: Today is 
the Third Sunday of Advent, often called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete 

is a word that means “rejoice.” Light two purple and one rose 
(pink) color on your Advent wreath and invite family members to 
recall things that brought them joy in the past week. Decide as a 

family on one thing you will do to share joy with a family member, 
friend, or neighbor in the coming week. Then turn out all the lights 
and sit together in the light of the Advent wreath candles for a few 

moments of quiet prayer. 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. If someone were to ask me who I am, I would say… 
2. If someone were to ask me who I am not, I would 

say… 
3. If I could be the light of Christ to one person today, 

it would be…because… 

 
PARENTING POINTERS 

 
Sunday December 17: Where does God live? Ask your child. 
Perhaps each of you can draw a picture of God's home. Is God 

in the sky, in nature, inside you, even in your enemy? YES. 
Help your children recognize God as an omnipresent Holy Spirit 

who makes everything they see, hear, and touch sacred. 
 

***** 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred 
Heart Religious Education 
@sacredheartPREP  

DECEMBER SAINTS 

John of the Cross – 
December 14 

Born in 1542, John was raised in 
Spain by a widowed mother who 
could barely provide for her sons. 
At a young age, he worked in a 
hospital and developed a great 
love for the poor and the sick. He 
sometimes felt that he was in the presence of Jesus 
when he was tending the patients. But John wanted to 
become even closer to God. He became a Carmelite 
friar when he was almost 20 years old. 
 
John was disappointed that the Carmelites no longer 
lived by the strict Rule that they were known for, and 
he considered joining a more austere cloistered order. 
But Teresa of Avila, a Carmelite nun who became a 
famous saint and Doctor of the Church, told John that 
she had been given permission to begin convents based 
on the original Rule. She asked John to join her in this 
work. 
 
Teresa and John’s reforms meet with anger and 
resistance. They called themselves “discalced,” or 
barefoot, Carmelites to make clear the differences 
between them and other Carmelites who opposed their 
stricter Rule. Some friars did not like the changes John 
suggested. They imprisoned John in a dark and dirty 
cell. It was in those terrible conditions that John wrote 
some of his most beautiful poetry and prayers. Through 
these nine months of being shut away, John became a 
mystic, a person who deeply experiences the spiritual 
presence of God in their lives. He wrote of the “dark 
night of soul,” an expression still used today to describe 
people’s doubts and challenges in their faith. 
 
John escaped his tiny prison cell and returned to his 
work of reforming and founding new monasteries. 
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Parish Religious Education Program  



 
 

Offertory – Week Ending – December 10th           
Week 24 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/10 
Wk. 24 

 
$3,739 

 
$640 

 
$6,058 

 
-$1,679 

YTD 
Wk. 24 

 
$129,303 

 
$22,390 

 
$145,392 

 
$6,301 

 

On January 2nd, the Samaritan Group of Kent 
County will again open the emergency winter 

shelter for our brothers and sisters in Kent County 
who have no safe and warm place to stay during the 
winter months. Volunteers are needed each evening 
from 5:30-11:00 to share a meal and conversation with shelter guests.  

Volunteers are also needed to prepare the evening meal during one 
week in February when Sacred Heart Parish will again volunteer to 

undertake this corporal work of mercy. 

If you would like to volunteer as an evening chaperone, please contact 
Barbara Harrison at barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com. 

If you would like to volunteer to prepare a meal (specific week in 
February TBD) for shelter guests, or if you would like more 

information regarding the shelter, please contact Barbara Kelly at 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 

naked and clothe you? ….’Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for 
one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’      

    Matthew 25: 37-40 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly financial 
commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging 
everyone to consider using this contribution method.  Contact Senta Burton with 

any questions at 410-778-3160, or senta.burton@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 
forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

WE LOVE HAVING YOU AS 
PART OF OUR FLOCK! 

BRING YOUR PHONE 
TO CHURCH NEXT 

WEEKEND! 

 

  

Last Sunday the young people 
enrolled in our Parish Religious 
Education Program, along with 
their parents, attended a 

presentation given by 14-year-old Braeden Mannering, who, at 
the age of 9 (!) expressed a desire to see that less fortunate 
people were given access to healthy food.  This desire 
culminated in the establishment of an organization known as 
Brae’s Brown Bags.  The brown bags are the way in which 
Braeden and others have distributed healthy snacks and other 
necessities to the homeless and less fortunate.  Brae’s Brown 
Bags is now a nationally known organization and has distributed 
tens of thousands of such bags, recently even including victims 
of natural disasters such as the California fires.  

Sacred Heart Parish joined Brae’s efforts last weekend by 
packing 85 brown bags which will be distributed through local 
helping agencies in Kent County.  Braeden and his family 
brought the bags, bottled water, hand warmers, chapsticks and 
socks to place into the bags, while our families contributed the 
snacks.  The bags were packed by students in grades 2-8 during 
their religious education time.   

This act of service recognizes our call as baptized Catholics to 
care for the least among us, and acknowledges that each of us, 
regardless of age, sex, economic standing, color of our skin, 
etc., has been created in God’s image and likeness. The fact that 
we are all children of God confers upon all of us a dignity which 
deserves the respect of others.  

The Christmas season is traditionally a time of giving and it 
would be a true act of charity to ensure that all of our brothers 
and sisters had access to some of the basic needs of life. 
Contributions can be made by accessing braesbrownbags.org 
or you can direct donations to the religious education office here 
at Sacred Heart. 

 

PARISH NEWS 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S 
LITURGIES 

Sunday, December 24th: 

Sacred Heart  - 4:00 p.m. 
St. John – 6:00 p.m. 

 
Monday, December 25th: 

Sacred Heart – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 31st: 

Sacred Heart – 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com.
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