
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16 

King David plans to build a temple to 
honor God. But God tells Nathan the 

Prophet that instead he will give David rest 
from his enemies, and ensure that both his 

house and community will be          
protected forever. 

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
In this letter of Paul to the Romans, he explains that the gospel reveals 

the  mystery that had been hidden for many ages. Now it has been made 
known to all, so that they may believe, obey, and give glory through 

Jesus Christ forever. 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
The Virgin Mary is approached by the angel Gabriel, who tells her that 

she has been chosen to bear the Son of God. Mary is first afraid, yet 
shows her unquestioning faith when she simply says, “Let it be done to 

me as you say.” 

 

 

 
For the Week of December 24th through 

December 30th  
     

Sunday 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 
Monday 
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-
25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Tuesday 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 
10:17-22 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Thursday 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Friday 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Saturday 
1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 

 
***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, December 23rd              
 4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 
Sunday, December 24th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 

10:00 a.m. Jacob Pratt 
 4:00 p.m. (SH) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
 6:00 p.m. (SJ) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
Monday, December 25th  
 9:00 a.m. (SH) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
Tuesday, December 26th   
 8:30 a.m.  Gary Gillard 
Wednesday December 27th   
 8:30 a.m.  Stephen Faucett 
Thursday, December 28th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, December 29th  
 8:30 a.m.  Communion Service 
Saturday, December 30th 
 4:00 p.m. Guy Calibey 
Sunday, December 31st 
 8:00 a.m. Harriet Lenert 
 10:00 a.m. Bonnie Blyman 
 5:00 p.m. (SH) For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF 
THE PARISH:  Remember in 

your prayers the sick of the 
parish:    John Troffo, Valerie 

Lindyberg,  Patricia Dana, 
Elizabeth Montague, Angela 

Wilmer, Faith King, Laurenson Ward, Rosemary 
Keating,  and all those whose names appear in the 

PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with the Parish 
Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing after Mass.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the Church, the Parish 
Office, or online.  For additional information, please call 410-778-

3160, or go to sacredparish.org. 

 
CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON DECEMBER 

25TH, DECEMBER 26TH   AND DECEMBER 29TH.

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


 

 

 

Bringing the Gospel Home 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

REFLECTION FOR PARENTS: As Christmas nears, what 
seems most impossible to you? Does it seem impossible that all 
the gifts will be bought, wrapped, and under the tree in time for 
Christmas morning? Does it seem impossible that you will have 

time to complete the preparations for and cooking of the 
Christmas meal? Does it seem impossible that family members 

will get along? Take time to talk to the Lord about these 
seeming impossibilities. Quietly repeat the promise of the angel 

Gabriel, “nothing will be impossible for God." 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: 
Continue the above reflection with your family members. Light 

the four candles of the Advent wreath and invite each family 
member to name something that seems impossible—perhaps a 
difficult task or deadline—that he or she must take care of by 

Christmas Day. Then pray together the words of the angel 
Gabriel; “Nothing will be impossible for God.” Support and 

encourage each other in the days between today and       
Christmas Day. 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. If the angel Gabriel came to me and told me the 
things he told Mary, I would… 

2. Like Mary, I know the Lord is with me because… 
3. As Christmas nears, I… 

 
 

PARENTING POINTERS 
 

Sunday December 24: How many generations of your 
family will be present during your holidays? Listen to 
each other's stories. Learn about the past and future. 

 
***** 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred 
Heart Religious Education 
@sacredheartPREP  

 

Christmas Prayer 

By Gerard Manley Hopkins 

Moonless darkness stands between. 
Past, the Past, no more be seen! 

But the Bethlehem star may lead me 
To the sight of Him who freed me 

From the self that I have been. 
Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy; 

Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly; 
Now beginning, and always, 

Now begin, on Christmas day. 

May the Lord bless you abundantly 
throughout this Christmas Season 

 
 

A Christmas 
Blessing 

May love come alive 
within your heart 

As Christmas time 
draws near. 

May hope fill each 
room you decorate 

And bring joy to 
those you hold dear. 

May peace be before you at every meal 

And faith ring through every song. 

For Christ is alive, the light of the world 

May he bless you all season long. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program  



 
 

Offertory – Week Ending – December 17th          
Week 25 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/17 
Wk. 25 

 
$5,181 

 
$695 

 
$6,058 

 
-$182 

YTD 
Wk. 25 

 
$134,384 

 
$23,085 

 
$151,450 

 
$6,019 

 

On January 2nd, the Samaritan Group of 
Kent County will again open the emergency 
winter shelter for our brothers and sisters in 
Kent County who have no safe and warm 
place to stay during the winter months. 
Volunteers are needed each evening from 5:30-11:00 to share a 
meal and conversation with shelter guests.  Volunteers are also 
needed to prepare the evening meal during one week in 
February when Sacred Heart Parish will again volunteer to 
undertake this corporal work of mercy. 

If you would like to volunteer as an evening chaperone, please 
contact Barbara Harrison at barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com. 

If you would like to volunteer to prepare a meal (specific week 
in February TBD) for shelter guests, or if you would like more 
information regarding the shelter, please contact Barbara Kelly 

at barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? ….’Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 

mine, you did for me.’               
Matthew 25: 37-40 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly 
financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds 

Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider using this 
contribution method.  Contact Senta Burton with any questions 
at 410-778-3160, or senta.burton@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

2018 CALENDARS ARE AT THE DOORS OF THE CHURCH – 
PLEASE TAKE ONE (or two) FOR YOUR FAMILY. 

 

MAY THE ANGELS LEAD THEM INTO PARADISE:  
Please remember in your prayers Patricia Wiedenmayer and 

Stephen Faucett, and our deceased parishioners, loved ones, and 
benefactors. Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. 

STEPHEN THE 
MARTYR – 

DECEMBER 26 

On Christmas Day, we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

The next day we celebrate the 
birth of Stephen.  But 

Stephen’s is a different kind 
of birth; it is his birth into 

eternal life. Death brought life 
for him.  He is the first martyr 

of the Christian Church. 

In the beginning of the Church, its members were Jews.  Many 
of these Jews lived in Palestine, but others lived in distant cities 

around the Mediterranean Sea.  We call them “Hellenized” 
Jews.  As adults, many of them came to Jerusalem to live. 

Among these Hellenized Jews was Stephen.  (He may have 
come from Alexandria in Egypt).  Hearing the preaching of the 

apostles in Jerusalem, he came to believe in Christ Jesus. 

As the early Church grew, the apostles made an important 
decision.  Preaching kept them busy, but many of their followers 
needed food and clothing.  So the apostles selected seven people 

to collect and distribute these necessities.  Stephen was one of 
the seven, who were known as deacons. 

God filled Stephen with grace and power.  He did good, just as 
Jesus had done.  But around the year 34-35 AD, some 

Hellenized Jews felt that Stephen rejected God when he 
accepted Jesus.  So they dragged Stephen out of Jerusalem and 

began to stone him. 

As he died, Stephen said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  
Praying for those who were stoning him, he said, “Lord, do not 
hold this against them.”  With these words, Stephen died.  In 

life, as in death, he truly followed Jesus. 

PARISH NEWS 

NEW YEAR’S LITURGY 

Sunday, December 31st: 

Sacred Heart – 5:00 p.m. 

There will be no Mass on January 1st. 

DECEMBER SAINTS 

mailto:barbara.hrrsn@gmail.com.
mailto:barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com
mailto:senta.burton@sacredparish.org.


 

 


