
 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Isaiah speaks poetically of the 

coming of the Lord. He describes 
how “darkness covers the earth” but 
light and glory appear over God’s 

chosen people. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Paul tells the Ephesians that the Jews and Gentiles are now co-

heirs of the promises God has made. He explains that both 
groups are now members of one body through Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus’ birth, three astrologers from the east came to 

Jerusalem and inquired about the newborn king of the Jews. 
King Herod became greatly angered, and asked the astrologers 
to bring him more information about the child once they had 

found him, so that he too could pay homage to the 
infant.  However, Herod’s true plan was to kill Jesus. The wise 
men were warned in a dream not to return to him and they took 

a different route to return home. 

 

 

 
For the Week of January 7th through 

January 13th  
     

Sunday 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday 
Is 55:1-11 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
Tuesday 
1 Sm 1:9-20; Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday 
1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 
1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday 
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday 
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1; Mk 2:13-17 

 
***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, January 6th          
 4:00 p.m.  Bonnie Blyman 
Sunday, December 7th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
 10:00 a.m. Marilyn Natoli 
Monday, January 8th    
 8:30 a.m.  Patty Wiedenmayer 
Tuesday, January 9th  
 8:30 a.m.  Mildred Davies 
Wednesday January 10th  
 8:30 a.m.  Stephen Faucett 
Thursday, January 11th   
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, January 12th  
 8:30 a.m.  Communion Service 
Saturday, January 13th  
 4:00 p.m. Holton Gannon 
Sunday, January 14th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners,  
      Living and Deceased 
 10:00 a.m. Owen Pierce 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    

John Troffo, Valerie 
Lindyberg,  Patricia Dana, 

Elizabeth Montague, Angela 
Wilmer, Faith King, 

Laurenson Ward, Rosemary Keating,  and all those 
whose names appear in the PARISH BOOK OF 

INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to 

Father Grasing after Mass.  Registration forms are 
available at the doors of the Church, the Parish 

Office, or online.  For additional information, please 
call 410-778-3160, or go to sacredparish.org. 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


 

Bringing the Gospel Home 
Solemnity of the Epiphany 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

REFLECTION FOR PARENTS: This Gospel narrative is full 
of adventure, danger, mystery, and yes—gifts! During this 

Christmas season, enjoy dramatizing this Gospel as a family. 
Then think about how far you would travel, how far you would 
go to pay homage to Jesus. Would you go as far as your parish 

to receive the Sacraments or to spend some time in quiet prayer? 
Would you go as far as the soup kitchen to serve a meal to the 

hungry? Would you go as far as to tell someone to stop bullying 
a classmate or a coworker? Would you go as far as to give up a 

morning cup of coffee or a favorite treat in order to give to 
someone in need the gift of food or clothing or the necessities of 
life? How far would you go? What would you give as your gifts 

to the King? 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: The star 
led the Magi to the place where Jesus was. With your family, 
cut out several yellow construction paper stars. On each star 
write either a way you can find Jesus— such as “read God’s 

Word”—or the name of a person who has helped you find Jesus, 
such as “Grandma Joan.” Create a mobile of your stars using 

coat hangers and yarn or string. Hang your stars in a place 
where all family members will see them. 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

1. I can be like a star and show Jesus to others by… 
2. The greatest gift I can give Jesus is… 
3. The greatest gift our family can give Jesus is… 

 
PARENTING POINTERS 

 
Sunday January 7: Gazing at stars can be a wondrous 
experience. Look up at the sky with your child tonight. 

Hopefully you will see stars. Ponder the universe together. 
***** 

Follow us on Facebook – Sacred 
Heart Religious Education 
@sacredheartPREP  

JOHN 
NEPOMUCENE 
NEUMANN - 
JANUARY 5 
The new Bishop of 
Philadelphia had just 
about had it with the unfair 
treatment of Catholic 
students in the public 
school system of his city. 
We can hardly imagine such an occurrence today but in the 
middle 1800’s, school boards, administrators, and teachers 
were mostly Protestant and forced their beliefs on all the 
students. Catholic children were pressured (often with 
whippings) to read the Protestant Bible and participate in 
Protestant worship services in their schools. 

Bishop John Neumann worked hard to change this practice 
in the Diocese of Philadelphia. He built schools and 
organized a diocesan school system in 1852. Even so, he 
was not a particularly popular bishop and faced 
discouragement when enemies burned down the convents 
and schools he built. 

Although Jon studied six languages in the seminary, his 
English was difficult to understand. This frustrated many 
people, and when he was appointed the fourth bishop of the 
Philadelphia Diocese people were unhappy. These 
privileged people were accustomed to professional and 
polished leaders. On top of that, John was not a very good 
administrator. 

John worked hard in several areas. First, he helped 
immigrants feel comfortable in their new home. He 
provided parishes where they could worship in their native 
languages and he gave them food, clothing, and 
housekeeping items when they could not afford their own. 
He helped the Sisters of Notre Dame establish themselves 
in the United States. The Notre Dames taught in Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, New York, Buffalo, and Philadelphia. 
Education was always dear to John’s heart. He built 
Catholic schools, organized Catholic school boards, and 
assigned Catholic teachers to these schools. During the time 
he was bishop, schools in his diocese grew from one to 200, 
and enrollment boosted from 500 Catholic school students 
to 9,000. 

He is the patron saint of immigrants and sick children. 
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Offertory – Weeks Ending – December 24th and 
December 31st, Weeks 26 and 27 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/24 
Wk. 26 

 
$4,747 

 
$605 

 
$6,058 

 
-$706 

YTD 
Wk. 26 

 
$139,131 

 
$23,690 

 
$157,508 

 
$5,313 

Offertory 
12/31 

Wk. 27 

 
$6,343 

 
$360 

 
$6,058 

 
$645 

YTD 
Wk. 27 

 
$145,474 

 
$24,050 

 
$163,566 

 
$5,958 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly 
financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds 

Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider using this 
contribution method.  Contact Senta Burton with any questions 
at 410-778-3160, or senta.burton@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

BIBLE STUDY:  A Bible Study class meets every 
Tuesday morning from 10:30 a.m. until noon in the 
Sacred Heart Church Hall.  We will be discussing the 
readings for the upcoming Sunday.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Jim Twohy at 443-282-0161.                                                                     
All are welcome. 

 
***** 

FLOWER DONATIONS:   

Parishioners are invited to donate flowers in celebration of 
weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, and other special 
events.  If you would like to donate flowers or place 

flowers in memory of a loved one, please inform Becky 
Davis for Sacred Heart, at 410-778-3160; or Mary 

Johnson for St. John’s at 410-778-2230.  Thank you. 

 

 

WHY THE WILD 
GOOSE?   

Because apart from the Wild 
Goose there is no life. 

The Wild Goose was a term that the ancient Celts had for the 
Holy Spirit. 

From the first time I heard this it stirred something in my heart. 
Yes, there is a wildness to the Holy Spirit. The dominant 
images of the Holy Spirit are a meek dove or a flickering flame 
of a candle, both of which are in one way accurate. But the 
Holy Spirit is more than that. God’s Spirit is power and blows 
not merely like a gentle breeze but at times like a raging wind. 
Sometimes, this power makes us nervous. We like the idea of 
the Holy Spirit as a flame on a candle but a raging fire often 
causes anxiety. Our first instinct is to get it under control. It’s 
hard to control a wild goose; believe me, I know. 

In the 19th Chapter of Acts, St Paul meets a group of disciples 
who “have never heard of the Holy Spirit” (v.2). I’ve long 
been convinced that too many people today have the same 
sentiment as the people St. Paul encountered. Sure, perhaps 
most have heard something of the Holy Spirit, but their 
experience of the Holy Spirit is very limited. The idea of God 
wanting us to encounter the Holy Spirit, to have a relationship 
with the Holy Spirit is a foreign concept for far too many 
people. 

The Wild Goose Project is a simple attempt to invite Catholic 
Christians into a more profound life giving relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. This is a relationship marked by the love of 
God which breathes life into our daily existence. The Holy 
Spirit is not merely something relegated to Confirmation but 
the Spirit desires a relationship with us that will take us on the 
greatest adventure imaginable; a journey to the very Heart of 
God. The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a manner 
that brings light out of darkness, freedom out of 
bondage, order out of chaos and life out of death.  

Such is the power of the Wild Goose. 
 

PARISH NEWS 

The following is an introduction by Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, a 
Franciscan, the originator and presenter of a new Adult Faith 

Formation opportunity that will begin on Monday evening, 
January 8, from 6:30-8:00 in the Parish Hall.  It is a series of 
14 visual presentations accompanied by discussion questions. 

If you would like to learn more about the series, you can 
access them online at thewildgooseisloose.com 

mailto:senta.burton@sacredparish.org.


 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 


