
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
This passage describes the actions 

of the first community of 
Christians. They were of “one heart 
and one mind.”  They had no rich or 
poor among them, for they shared 

all necessary items with                
one another. 

Second Reading: I John 5:1-6 
John explains that we become God’s children by believing in 
Jesus. When we love God and concern ourselves only with 

pleasing God, our faith is strong enough to conquer the evil in 
our world. 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
Jesus appeared to the disciples despite locked doors, breathed on 
them so that they could receive the Holy Spirit, and gave them 
the power to forgive sins in his name. Thomas, who was not 

present, refused to believe without seeing Jesus for 
himself.  Jesus appeared again when Thomas was present, and 

told him, “Blest are they who have not seen and have believed.” 

 

 
 

For the Week of April 8th through 
April 14th   

     
Sunday 
Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 
Monday 
Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday 
Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday 
Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday 
Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday 
Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday 
Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21 

 
 

***** 
 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, April 7th  
 4:00 p.m. Frank Amling 
Sunday, April 8th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners, Living 
                                           and Deceased 
 10:00 a.m. Patricia Wiedenmayer 
Monday, April 9th  
 8:30 a.m. Ruth Ann Freeman 
Tuesday, April 10th  
 8:30 a.m.  Jennifer and Robb (living)  
Wednesday April 11th   
 8:30 a.m.    Charlie Moloney 
Thursday, April 12th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, April 13th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service  
Saturday, April 14th  
 4:00 p.m. Tom Murray 
Sunday, April 15th  
 8:00 a.m. Helena O’Driscoll 
 10:00 a.m. Owen Pierce 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK 
OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers the 
sick of the parish:    John 
Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg, 

Patricia Dana, Elizabeth 
Montague, Angela Wilmer, 

Faith King, Laurenson Ward, Rosemary Keating, 
Jean Tubman, and all those whose names appear 

in the PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

*****  

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with 
the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing 
after Mass.  Registration forms are available at the doors 

of the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  For additional 
information, please call 410-778-3160, or go to 

sacredparish.org. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


Bringing the Gospel Home 

Second Sunday of Easter – Sunday 
of Divine Mercy 
John 20:19-31 

Reflection for Parents 
One of the best-loved Catholic prayers is the Prayer of Saint 

Francis. It begins with the familiar words, “Lord, make me an 
instrument of your peace.” As you think about your role in the 

workplace, in your community, and most especially in your 
home, where are your opportunities to be an instrument of 

Christ’s peace? Can you offer a word of peace and healing to an 
upset child, an angry coworker, or a neighbor who has just 
received difficult news? Can you help end an argument or 

disagreement with a peaceful word or with a peaceful presence? 
As you go about your daily work and the routine of family life, 

echo Jesus’ words in prayer: “Peace be with you.” And join 
Saint Francis in praying, “Lord, make me an instrument of    

your peace.” 

Bringing the Gospel Into Your Family 
Today’s Gospel reading reminds us that Christ gave and 
continues to give the power to forgive sins to the Church 

through the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. If your 
family was not able to celebrate this Sacrament during the 

season of Lent, today—the Second Sunday of Easter and the 
Sunday of Divine Mercy—is a wonderful day to celebrate it. 
Many churches make the Sacrament available on this special 

Sunday of the Easter season. 

Discussion Starters: 
In place of discussion starter questions, invite family members 

to quiet themselves. Then ask them slowly to repeat Jesus’ 
words, “Peace be with you,” several times, aloud and together. 
Ask family members to think of those to whom they want to 

offer Christ’s gift of peace. They may hold those names quietly 
in their hearts or speak them aloud. After a few moments, say 

together, “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.” 
Conclude by offering spontaneous prayers for peace in the 

world, in the Church, in your community, and in your family. 

***** 

ADULT CONFIRMATION – If 
you are an adult Catholic who was 
baptized but never confirmed, there 
will be a series of 3 classes during 
April/May to prepare for the 
reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation scheduled at 
Margaret of Scotland Church on May 20, Pentecost 
Sunday. Please contact Barbara Kelly at 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com or call 410-778-4650 to 
register. 

 

 
 
The weekly encounter with the Holy Spirit begins again on Monday 
April 9, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.in Sacred Heart Parish Hall. 
 

THE SPIRIT AND THE EUCHARIST 
 
“It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail.  The 
words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” 
                                                                                  John 6:63 
 
The Eucharistic liturgy is saturated with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  From the moment you decide to go to the Mass the Holy Spirit 
is active and alive.  Sadly, many people don’t experience the Holy 
Spirit, and attending Mass becomes a chore for them rather than a 
life giving encounter with Jesus.  In this segment we will look at a 
few of the many ways that the Holy Spirit is present in the mass that 
will enable you to encounter God when you attend the Liturgy. 
 
Next week:  April 16 – The Spirit of Adoption 
“The Holy Spirit creates in us this new condition of being Children 
of God and this is the greatest gift we receive from Jesus’ pascal 
mystery” 

                                          Pope Francis, April 10, 2013 

JULIA BILLIART – APRIL 8 

By the time Marie Rose Julie Billiart was seven years old, 
she had memorized her catechism and would explain the 
lessons to her young friends. As she grew older she was 
known by people as the “saint of Cuvilly,” which was the 
name of her French town. Her family were farmers, and she 
helped them with farm work to earn money. But in her spare 
time, she taught religion to children and to workers.  In 
1773, when she was 22, Julie suffered a shock that 

paralyzed her legs. She was eventually confined to her bed for more than two 
decades. But throughout those many years, she received Communion every day 
and often prayed for as many as six hours each day. She sewed altar linens and 
vestments for the church and taught religion to the children of the village from 
her bed. 
 
When the French Revolution began in 1789, Julie initially hid priests in her 
home so they would not be imprisoned or killed by the government. But 
eventually she became hunted herself for those actions. She took refuge with a 
noblewoman who was engaged in good works in the name of her faith. By 1803 
they had formed the Institute of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur to help 
poor children, particularly young girls in need of Christian education. They also 
trained others to serve as religion teachers. 
 
Julie made her vows in 1804 and her paralysis was cured, allowing her to walk 
for the first time in 22 years. 
 
In the years until her death in 1816, she founded 15 convents. She also nursed 
starving and wounded people following the Battle of Waterloo. 
 
She was made a saint in 1969 by Pope Paul VI. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program  

APRIL SAINTS 

mailto:barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com


 

Offertory – Week Ending – March 25th and April 1st  
Weeks 39 and 40 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

3/25 
Wk. 39 

 
$5,232 

 
$470 

 
$6,058 

 
-$356 

YTD 
Wk. 39 

 
$201,860 

 
$38,690 

 
$236,262 

 
$4,288 

Offertory 
4/1 

Wk. 40 

 
$8,347 

 
$2,460 

 
$6,058 

 
$4,749 

YTD 
Wk. 40 

 
$210,207 

 
$41,150 

 
$242,320 

 
$9,037 

 

YOU ARE INVITED 
When:  Saturday, September 29, 2018 
What:  Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event 
– A joint project of Sacred Heart Parish and Christ 

United Methodist Church 
 
Our parish has pledged to raise $1,500.00.  As of March 22, 

2018, we have collected $411.00.  This is a great start!  
Each meal costs .29 cents so a donation of just $29.00 will 
cover the cost of 100 meals.   The more money we collect, 
the more meals we can package and send to hungry people 

around the world. 

Donations for this project can be placed in the regular 
weekly collection.  Please put all donations in a separate 
envelope and mark them “Rise Against Hunger”.   If you 
are writing a check, please make it out to Sacred Heart 

Parish, with Rise Against Hunger in the memo line. 

If you would like to help with fundraising, volunteer for the meal packaging 
event or have questions, contact Ann Anderson at  410-778-4243 or  

wmandersonfamily@verizon.net or visit the website at   
www.riseagainsthunger.org. 

Christ United Methodist Church is hosting a ”Concert of 
Sacred Music” on Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 4pm at         

401 High Street, Chestertown.  There will be a love offering 
taken up at this concert to benefit the Rise Against Hunger 

Meal packaging event.  All are invited to attend.           
Bring a friend! 

The Third Annual Sacred Heart/Christ United Methodist 
Church Yard Sale is being planned for Saturday, June 23, 2018 

at the Sacred Heart Parish Hall.  As you are doing your spring 
cleaning, please set aside items you no longer want or need (no 
clothing or electrical appliances, please).  If you have items to 

donate and/or would like to have your donations picked up, 
contact Ann Anderson.  Last year’s yard sale raised over $1,000.00, thanks to 

the generosity of Sacred Heart/St John parishioners. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP:  You are hereby invited to apply to the 
Father George S. Bradford Council of the Knights of Columbus 

to receive a financial award from the Charter Member 
Scholarship Fund to assist with your educational needs.  To 
apply, please complete the entire application form, which is 

located at the front of the Church.  The completed application 
forms should be mailed to Steve Sappey at 104 Cedar Street, 
Chestertown, MD 21620, and received no later than May 22, 
2018.  If you have any questions, please contact Steve at 443-

480-4368.  Thank you. 

*****  

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly 
financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds 

Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider using this 
contribution method.  Contact Senta Burton with any questions 
at 410-778-3160, or senta.burton@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

 

2018 ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC APPEAL – 

“Disciples of Christ, 
Witnesses of Faith” 

The 2018 Annual Catholic 
Appeal will be conducted in 
parishes throughout the 

diocese next weekend. Once a year, our Bishop asks each 
of us to make a commitment to support the work of 
diocesan programs and ministries that provide services 
that no one parish can offer on its own. Your gift helps 
bring Christ to those who seek His presence - the poor, the 
sick, the distressed, our children and our elderly. 

As parishioners, we are proud to be part of the Church of 
Wilmington. As members of the diocese, it is important 
for each of us to serve others by sharing our resources. 
Just as we are one in the body of Christ, we are also one 
with other parishes and with our diocese. 

Our parish target is $ 75,000.00.  

Please give prayerful consideration to your resources and 
the needs of those served by the Appeal. Kindly decide 
ahead of time the contribution you wish to make this year 
and come to church next week prepared to complete your 
pledge to offer your support.   

To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal, visit 
www.cdow.org; click “Giving” then “Annual Catholic 
Appeal”. 

 

PARISH NEWS 
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