
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

First Reading: Acts 9:26-31 
Paul the Apostle came to Jerusalem, 

where the other disciples were afraid of 
him. Then they learned that the Lord 

had spoken to Paul and he had preached 
openly in Damascus. When they learned 

that someone wanted to kill him, they 
protected him because they fully 

believed he had converted. 

Second Reading: I John 3:18-24 
John clearly states that we must love one another. All people 
who believe in Jesus Christ can show their faith only through 

their actions. If people believe in Jesus and love one another as 
he commanded us, they prove that they are true               

believers in Christ. 

Gospel: John 15:1-8 
Jesus compares himself to a vine, and compares his father to the 
vine-grower. He explains how God prunes the barren branches 

so that the rest might yield more fruit. He reminds them that 
apart from himself, his followers could not bear fruit. 

 

 
 

For the Week of April 29th through 
May 5th  

     
Sunday 
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 
Monday 
Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday 
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a or, for the 
Memorial,  
Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24; 
Mt 13:54-58 
Wednesday 
Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday 
1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 
First Friday 
Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 
First Saturday 
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 

 
***** 

 
The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its 
website, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, April 28th   
 4:00 p.m. Marie Gruber 
Sunday, April 29th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners,  
                                           Living and Deceased 
 10:00 a.m. Frank Amling 
Monday, April 30th   
 8:30 a.m. The Gillen Family (living) 
Tuesday, May 1st  
 8:30 a.m.  For Our Parishioners,  
                                           Living and Deceased 
Wednesday May 2nd  
 8:30 a.m.    Shawn Banks 
Thursday, May 3rd    
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Friday, May 4th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service  
Saturday, May 5th  
 4:00 p.m. Anna Rowan 
Sunday, May 6th  
 8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners,  
                                           Living and Deceased 
 10:00 a.m. Owen Pierce 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK 
OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers the 
sick of the parish:    John 
Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg, 

Patricia Dana, Elizabeth 
Montague, Angela Wilmer, 

Faith King, Laurenson Ward, Rosemary Keating, 
Jean Tubman, Eugenia Brooks, and all those 

whose names appear in the PARISH BOOK OF 
INTENTIONS. 

*****  

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing after 
Mass.  Registration forms are available at the doors of the 

Church, the Parish Office, or online.  For additional information, 
please call 410-778-3160, or go to sacredparish.org. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings.


Bringing the Gospel Home 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
John 15:1-8 

 
Reflection for Parents 

Today’s Gospel invites you to consider what you are doing in 
your domestic Church, the Church of your home, to remain 

connected to the vine (Jesus) and to the vine grower (God the 
Father). Have any attitudes, behaviors, choices, or practices 

crept into family life and weakened or broken your connection 
to Jesus, the vine? If so, what can you do to re-establish or 

strengthen the connection? 

Bringing the Gospel Into Your Family 
Bring your “Reflection for Parents” into a family discussion of 
what you are doing to remain strong in your connection to the 

vine (Jesus) and to the vine grower (God the Father). Then talk 
about things that are happening that could potentially weaken 
your connection to Jesus, the vine. For example, the Sunday 
sports schedule is taking precedence over attending Sunday 
Mass and religious education classes. Or, the busy pace of 

weeknights has crowded out time for family prayer at the end of 
the day. Make a plan to re-energize your connection to the vine, 

and work together to accomplish the plan! 

Discussion Starters: 
Use today’s discussion time to take a walk together. Notice new 
growth on the trees and bushes, and pause in your walk to name 
ways you are growing in faith and bearing good fruit. Continue 
walking, and point out any dead branches or leaves that have 

fallen away from the trees. Pause to quietly pray for forgiveness 
for any ways in which you have turned away from Jesus, the 

vine. 

***** 

FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST – Eleven of our young people are 
preparing to receive Jesus in Holy Eucharist for the first time 
this spring.  We ask you to select one of their names from the 

bowls at the doors of the church and pray for them as they 
continue their journey to the table of the Lord. 

***** 

PARENTING POINTERS:  Sunday April 29: Do you really listen to 
your child? Of course you do. Now be honest. Do you sometimes 

"listen with your answer running"? Today, just for today, pay attention 
to a request your child makes and look for the reason behind the request 

before automatically saying, "No." 
**** 

Follow us on Facebook – 
Sacred Heart Religious 

Education @sacredheartPREP  

 

 

Segment 3 – Baptism in the Spirit & Fire 

“He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire” – 
Matthew 3:11 

Jesus came to baptize us in the Holy Spirit, and the 
power and grace that comes from the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit changes lives. In this segment we will 

discuss what the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is           
all about. 

CATHERINE OF SIENA – APRIL 29 

Catherine’s parents lived in Siena, Italy, 
and had 25 children. Catherine, who was 
born in 1347, was number 23. From an 

early age she loved to pray, and at the age 
of seven she already knew she wished to 
remain chaste and unmarried to devote 

her life to God. By the time of her death 
in 1380—when she was only 33—she had 

touched the lives of many people. 
 

Who were these people? One was Pope 
Urban VI. In 1378, two men both claimed 

to be pope. This schism tore the Church apart. Catherine helped 
Christians realize that Urban was the true pope. 

 
Catherine also helped prisoners. She walked to the gallows with 

them. She nursed people made ill by a plague. She worked in 
hospitals. Always, she gave people a simple message that God had 

taught her in prayer. 
 

What was this message? That we grow into holiness. Through our 
words, actions, and choices, we grow closer to God. Daily we can 

choose, as Catherine did, to work for God’s kingdom. Her letters to 
others are considered great spiritual writings. 

 
She was canonized by Pope Pius II in 1461. Sometimes you will 

see symbols for Catherine that include a lily and book, a crown of 
thorns, or a heart. She was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church in 

1970 and is one of two patron saints of Italy. 
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Offertory – Week Ending – April 22nd  Week 43 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your 
continued support and the sharing of your time and 
talent that the ministries, programs and activities at 

Sacred Heart and St. John’s are made possible.  
“Whatever you give to the Lord, He will return to 

you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

4/22 
Wk. 43 

 
$3,983 

 
$470 

 
$6,058 

 
-$1,605 

YTD 
Wk. 43 

 
$223,094 

 
$43,560 

 
$260,494 

 
$6,160 

 

Rise Against Hunger Meal 
Packaging Event 

A joint project of Sacred Heart Parish and 
Christ United Methodist Church 

We did it!  Our parish 
pledged to raise $1,500 to cover our share of the cost of the 

meal packaging event.    As of April 15, 2018, we have 
collected $1,571!!  Thank you to everyone who donated.  

Together we can do great things! 

SAVE THE DATE:   Saturday, September 29, 2018                 

The Third Annual Sacred Heart/Christ United Methodist 
Church Yard Sale is planned for Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 
the Sacred Heart Parish Hall.  As you are doing your spring 

cleaning, please set aside items you no longer want or need (no 
clothing or electrical appliances, please).  All of the proceeds 
from the yard sale go to Rise Against Hunger.   If you have 

items to donate and/or would like to have your donations picked up, contact  
Ann Anderson. 

If you would like to help with the yard sale, volunteer for the meal packaging 
event or have questions, contact Ann Anderson at 410-778-4243 or 

wmandersonfamily@verizon.net or visit the website at:   
www.riseagainsthunger.org. 

***** 

 
SCHOLARSHIP:  You are 
hereby invited to apply to the 

Father George S. Bradford 
Council of the Knights of 

Columbus to receive a 
financial award from the 

Charter Member Scholarship Fund to assist with your educational 
needs.  To apply, please complete the entire application form, which is 

located at the front of the Church.  The completed application forms 
should be mailed to Steve Sappey at 104 Cedar Street, Chestertown, 

MD 21620, and received no later than May 22, 2018.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Steve at 443-480-4368.  Thank you. 

 

 

2018 ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC APPEAL 
– “Disciples of Christ, 
Witnesses of Faith” 

Thank you to everyone 
who made a pledge to 
the diocesan Annual 
Catholic Appeal.  If you 
have not yet participated, please consider doing so today. 
Your gift makes a real difference in the lives of thousands 
of individuals and families who reside within our 12-
county diocese. Pledge envelopes are available in the 
pews and at the doors of the Church, and can be 
placed in the offertory basket. Thank you for your 
generosity and support. 

To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal, visit 
www.cdow.org; click “Giving” then “Annual Catholic 
Appeal”.  

 

You Can Understand 
the Bible! 

If you want a better understanding of our faith, and a deeper 
relationship with God, then you should join us for The Bible 

Timeline Study, beginning May 9.  By being a part of this study 
you will not only benefit personally, but you will also help to 
bring about a profound renewal in our parish as we all grow 

closer to Christ. 

The study will include a series of twenty-four videos presented 
by Jeff Cavins. The study will be broken into three 8-week 

segments; Spring 2018, Fall 2018 and Winter 2019.  Each video 
will be preceded by a group discussion. Everyone who 

participates will receive a color-coded Bible Timeline Chart, as 
well as a The Bible Timeline Study Kit. 

Sacred Heart Parish will begin The Bible Timeline on May 9th 
at 6:30 pm. For more information or to register for the study 

contact Barbara Kelly at 410-778-4650 or email 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com  Registration forms are also 

available at the doors of the church. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly 
financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds Transfer.  

We are encouraging everyone to consider using this contribution 
method.  Contact Senta Burton with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 

senta.burton@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are available at the 
doors of the Church. 
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