
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Disciples 
In Mission 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Barbara Kelly, Director of Religious Education 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com / 410-778-4650  

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   •  AUGUST 30, 2020 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



   

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9 
In this particularly poetic passage, Jeremiah complains that 
while teaching the Lord’s word, he is subjected to insults 

and derision. He determines to remain silent, but he cannot 
because the desire to speak the Lord’s name is “like a fire 

burning in my heart.” 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2  
Paul tells the Christians to make sacrifices to avoid the 

trappings of the times, and to do God’s will. 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 
Jesus tries to make his disciples realize that by following 

him, they will endure suffering, degradation, and death. He 
tells them that they must deny themselves and take up the 

cross in order to be his disciples. 

  

 
 

For the Week of August 30th  through 
September 6th  

Sunday 
Jer 20:7-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27 
Monday 
1 Cor 2:1-5; Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday 
1 Cor 2:10b-16; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday 
1 Cor 3:1-9; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday 
1 Cor 3:18-23; Lk 5:1-11 
First Friday  
1 Cor 4:1-5; Lk 5:33-39 
First Saturday 
1 Cor 4:6b-15; Lk 6:1-5  
Sunday 
Ez 33:7-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 
Saturday, August 29th  

4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 
Sunday, August 30th  

8:00 a.m.      Julie Ann Resele 
10:00 a.m. Tim Kern 

Saturday, September 5th  
4:00 p.m. Jerry Peterson 

Sunday, September 6th   
8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 

 
Mass will also be offered for Ann Tilghman, 

Helen Pat Frank and Joe Szwajkowski during 
the week.  At this time these are private masses.  

We will let you know when public weekday 
masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    

John Troffo, Valerie 
Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, 

Angela Wilmer, Faith King, 
Eugenia Brooks, Alicia 

Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, and all those whose names appear in the 

PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH: Please be sure to register with 
the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing 
after Mass. Registration forms are available at the doors of 

the Church, the Parish Office, or online. For additional 
information, please call 410-778- 3160, or go to 

sacredparish.org. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open 
for private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon 

Monday through Friday.  The Chapel will not         
be available.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Matthew 16:21-27 

 
Reflection for Parents 

Like most parents, we try to protect our children from life's 
crushing blows, or at least hold them off as long as possible. It 
hurts us to see our children suffer disappointments, rejections, 

losses or defeats. Sometimes the easier choice is the one that goes 
unnoticed. For example, a teen pregnancy that ends in abortion 
receives less attention than carrying the baby full term. Or not 
trying out for the position of pitcher is easier than having fans 
watch five walks in a row. Our children need our presence and 
support when they make the hard choices. We know from our 

own lives that they will grow from their experiences. 
 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
Think of someone your family knows personally (or someone 

you've heard about) who may be feeling lonely because they made 
a tough choice. Maybe they are recovering from addiction, raising 

a baby alone, or left a difficult relationship. Reach out to that 
person as a family either by visiting them, inviting them to dinner, 
sending them a card, or writing a letter. Help support them in their 

tough decision. 
 

Discussion Starters 
1. Once I remember trying to help (like Peter) but said the 

wrong thing. Now that I look back, it would have been 
better to say... 

2. A cross I bear in following Jesus is... 
3. I think one of the hardest situations to suffer through and 

one that requires the most 
courage is... 

 

HOUSEHOLDS OF 
FAITH – PARISH 

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Registration forms for the 2020-2021 year have been mailed to 
each family attached to a letter describing our program for the 

year.  If you did not receive this mailing you can obtain the 
documents by calling Becky Davis in the Parish Office at 410-
778-3160 or stopping by the office between the hours of 9-12. 

Registration forms should be returned to the Parish Office by 
September 1 if at all possible. Arrangements will be made for 

parents to pick up the children’s materials during the first weeks 
of September. The program will begin on Sunday, October 4. 

Families of children in grades 1 and 7 are reminded that Diocesan 
guidelines require young people to be registered and attending a 

parish religious education program for one full year before 
preparation for reception of any Sacraments (First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation). 

 
MONICA – AUGUST 27                

Monica was born in Tagaste, 
North Africa, in the year 331. 
As a young girl, Monica had a 
reputation for being strong-
willed. This determination carried over into her adult 
life. 
 
As was customary, Monica married a man that her 
family had chosen for her. Together they had three 
children.  
 
Despite his faults, Monica loved her husband. She 
dreamed of a better life for herself and her children. 
Monica had always been very religious and turned to 
God in her time of need. She was determined that her 
husband and children should become Christians. 
 
At first, Monica’s husband was completely against the 
idea. He believed he had no need to know God. But 
soon, Monica’s devotion to her faith moved her 
husband, and he agreed to be baptized. Monica’s son 
Augustine was enrolled as a catechumen as young 
child. It was the custom in those days to delay Baptism 
for infants and children; they were baptized later in 
life. 
 
As a young man Augustine was not interested in God 
or religion, in fact he led a rather corrupt life. Monica 
prayed for him every day—for more than 17 years! 
Finally he changed his life and agreed to be baptized. 
Later, he would become one of the foremost religious 
people of his time. His writings are still studied today. 
Augustine was made a saint in his own right. 
 
Monica died in 387, and had it not been for her 
dedication and devotion, the world may not have ever 
known St. Augustine. It is for this reason that she is 
considered an excellent example of a strong Christian 
woman. She is the patron saint of married women. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 
AUGUST SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending August 23rd  
Week 9 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

08/23 
Wk. 9 

 
$4,705 

 
$869 

 
$5,769 

 
-$195 

YTD 
Wk. 9 

 
$32,497 

 
$18,340 

 
$51,921 

 
-$1.084 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
While baptisms are generally 

celebrated at a weekend liturgy at 
either of our churches, this is not 

possible due to restrictions related 
to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 

celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish office.  Parents are required to 
attend a formation session prior to the baptism; Godparents are 
welcome to attend as well. Please call the parish office for more 

information and to schedule your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact the 
parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to celebrate 
the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our churches must 
contact the parish office at least one year in advance of the 

proposed date.  No date may be held until the bride and groom 
meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED  At this time in accordance with directives 
from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to schedule 

visits in health care or home settings.  Only those in danger of 
death may be visited until further notice.  We will return to our 

regular practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion to the sick as soon as possible. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly financial 
commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are 
encouraging everyone to consider using this contribution method.  
Contact  Mary Jo Frohlich with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 

mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are available at the doors      
of the Church. 

HELP NEEDED:  If you sew, here is a great 
challenge for you. The Mask Wranglers of the Eastern 
Shore are looking for people to assist in sewing PPE 
gowns.  Their current goal is 300 washable gowns for 
Compass Regional Hospice nursing staff.  Currently 
the market is offering poor quality and price gauging 

for disposable gowns.  The Mask Wranglers are 
collecting both new and used cotton & cotton polyester 

(no flannel, please) sheets, fitted or flat as well as 
pillow cases of all sizes.  Should you sign up to sew 
they will deliver and provide you with the sheeting, 
pattern, elastic and directions - it is quite basic.  You 
sew at your own speed.  Once finished you call and 
they will arrange a porch/front door pick up day and 
time.  For signing up and/or sheet donations please 

contact: Teri O'Meara  at 
queenofquilts100@gmail.com 

 
There is still time to support the Annual Catholic Appeal. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal, with its theme, Seeing Christ in the 
Faces of Others invites each of us to open our eyes and recognize Him 

in those who seek our help. 

For most of us, seeing Christ in some of the people we meet during 
our life is challenging. However, this is exactly what we are called to 
do, what Jesus told us to do when He said, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Through the charitable, pastoral and educational ministries 
supported by the Annual Catholic Appeal, we see the face of Christ in 

those served – the hungry, the homeless, the unemployed, the 
distressed, the unchurched, our children and our elderly. 

Seeing Christ in the Faces of Others isn’t always easy, but it is 
essential if, as Disciples of Christ, we are to live in service to others 

and understand in a very practical way the words of Jesus: “Whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for Me.”      

(Mt. 25:40). 

For those of you who have given to this year’s Appeal, thank you 
for your generosity. For those who have not, please prayerfully 

consider supporting this important effort. 

To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal by visiting 
www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal. Please view the brief video 
offering inspiring testimony from recipients of featured Appeal 

supported ministries. A direct link to video can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80gz5V5VaH8&t=2s. 

 

PARISH NEWS 

2020 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

SEEING CHRIST IN THE FACES OF OTHERS 



As I mentioned at the end of liturgies last weekend, our diocesan newspaper, The Dialog, has 
resumed its print edition.  The Dialog will print every other week and copies will be available 
at the doors of our churches.  Be sure to take a copy with you as you leave church.  Please do not 
bring copies into church with you.  

Also available at the doors are copies of the Breaking Bread hymnal. These are 
for you to take with you. While you are welcome to bring your copy with you 
each week for liturgy, please remember to take it with you at the end of liturgy. If 
you leave the hymnal in church it will be discarded. Hymnals were removed at the 
urging of the CDC as well as local and diocesan health advisors.  We have not 
ordered hymnals for the next liturgical year as it appears it will be quite some time 
before we can put hymnals in the pews with a degree of safety. 

A word about face masks/coverings: please be sure that your face covering or mask covers both 
nose and mouth.  Wearing such coverings is a way of protecting others. Or, as our Bishop often 
remarks, it is living out the command to love our neighbor. Presiding clergy do not wear masks 
due to the distance we keep from others and the need to be able to be heard clearly and distinctly. 
As you notice, we put on a mask (and sanitize our hands) immediately prior to the distribution of 
Holy Communion.  You have probably also noticed that the hosts consecrated for the faithful are 
placed at the far corner of the altar. This is so that the priest does not inadvertently touch these 
hosts nor exhale near them while he is praying the prayers of the Mass. 

We are making our way to the goal of $78,000 for this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal. To date 
we are only $22,000 short of our goal. Thank you so much for your continued generosity to this 
yearly endeavor which helps fund the ministries of the Diocese of Wilmington. You can read 
about the Appeal on the diocesan website (cdow.org). If we go over our goal we receive 50% 
back for parish use; if we fall short, we must make up the difference from our ordinary income. 

Families with school age children are reminded to register for Religious Education classes. The 
first half of the year (through the end of December) will be distance learning. Our Religious 
Education Office and our catechists are dedicated to helping parents and guardians adjust to this 
online format. Even though we cannot offer in-person education and formation, it is important 
that children continue to learn about their faith and deepen their love of God and neighbor. 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER 
GRASING 



Thank You TO OUR
ESSENTIAL WORKERSESSENTIAL WORKERS

For All Your Party Needs
410-778-0123

2 Washington Square · Chestertown

A86925 (CK) - Sacred Heart / St. John, Chestertown For Advertising Information Call: (800) 883-4343 •  Bon Venture Services, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

FUNERAL HOME, P.A.
 130 Speer Road 6179 Rock Hall Road
 Chestertown, MD Rock Hall, MD
 778-0055 or 2772 639-2811 or 7887

                                  Authorized
RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
ED & PENNY KELLY ~ NINA CONSTANDI 

Owners
410-778-2335 · Fax 410-778-2379

Email: peekent@intercom.net
Service & Parts: 1-800-4MY-HOME®

410 · 778 · 3779
www.csrealtors.com

Joe Hickman
Parishioner

Glenn L. Wilson
President, CEO

410-778-1600
Main Office: 245 High Street · Chestertown, MD 21620

Drive-In Branch: 301 Morgnec Road · Chestertown, MD 21620

· Waterfront Weddings
· Tranquil & Relaxing
· Breathtaking Sunsets· Breathtaking Sunsets

(410) 639-2110
www.SpringCove.us

SPRING C OVE
MARINAMARINA

ROCK HALL MD

410-639-4101
5701 S Main St •  Rock Hall, MD

•  Quilting &  
Embroidery Supplies
•  Long Arm Quilting

•  Quilting & 

Village Quilting, LLC

Donna Olsen Mercer

God 
Bless

America 

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE 
NOW!

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT

IRREPRESSIBLE




