
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Disciples 
In Mission 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Barbara Kelly, Director of Religious Education 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com / 410-778-4650  

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   •  OCTOBER 18, 2020 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
Cyrus, King of Persia and friend to the Jewish people, 
becomes the Lord’s anointed one, and through God’s 
intervention, returns the Jews to their own country. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b 
Paul rejoices that the Thessalonians, newly converted 
to Christianity, are displaying remarkable constancy in 

their new-found faith. 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21 
Seeking to entrap Jesus in his speech, the hostile and 

hypocritical Pharisees ask him this dangerous question, 
“Is it lawful to pay tax to the emperor or not?” 

Realizing their treacherous motives, Jesus asks for a 
Roman coin, and pointing to the inscription of 
Caesar’s, he answers, “Give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s, but give to God what is God’s.” 

  

 
 

For the Week of October 18th through 
October 25th    

 
Sunday 
Is 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 
Monday 
Eph 2:1-10; Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday 
Eph 2:12-22; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday 
Eph 3:2-12; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday 
Eph 3:14-21; Lk 12:49-53 
Friday  
Eph 4:1-6; Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday 
Eph 4:7-16; Lk 13:1-9  

***** 
 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 
Saturday, October 17th   

4:00 p.m.  Brad Knutson 
Sunday, October 18th  

8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Victor Lee 

Saturday, October 24th  
4:00 p.m. The Andrew Leavitt Family 

Sunday, October 25th  
8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Ed Yiannakis 

 
Mass will also be offered for Francis Merritt 
Hickman during the week.  At this time these 

are private masses.  We will let you know when 
public weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK 
OF THE PARISH:  Remember 

in your prayers the sick of the 
parish:    John Troffo, Valerie 

Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, 
Angela Wilmer, Faith King, 

Eugenia Brooks, Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty 
Ann Strong, Joseph William, Judy Hagerty, and all 
those whose names appear in the PARISH BOOK 

OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open 
for private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon 
Monday through Friday.  The Chapel will             

not be available.  

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father 
Grasing after Mass.  Registration forms are available at 

the doors of the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  
For additional information, please call 410-778-3160, 

or go to sacredparish.org.   

SCRIPTURE READINGS MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Matthew 22:15-21 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
Sometimes we can get into debates with our children similar to 
the one Jesus had with the chief priests and Pharisees. Children 
often wear us down with their relentless arguing. We would do 

well as parents to imitate Jesus' simple and straightforward 
response. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

Purchase a bag of foil-wrapped chocolate coins and give each 
member of the family at least three coins each. One at a time, 

have each person slide one of their coins to the center of the table 
and name one thing that is very important to them. (Keep in mind 
that each person will name the top three important things in their 

lives if you use three coins each.) Continue going around the table 
and repeat the process for as many coins as each person has. 
When all the coins are in the center of the table, talk together 

about how many of the coins represent loyalty to something other 
than God - perhaps material gifts, power, or recognition. Go 
around the table again and think of important things that are 

important in our lives that come from God. For each item, take 
out a coin. 

Discussion Starters 
 

1. It was very clear to me that the only power we have 
comes from God when... 

2. I know that sometimes I put other priorities in front of 
God, but I definitely put God first when... 

3. I don't think Jesus is telling me not to pay taxes in this 
Gospel. Instead I think he's saying... 

 
FLOCKNOTES 

Do you want to know what’s going on in our parish??  
Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  You can choose 

what info you would like to receive – via email or text 
message and you can unsubscribe at any time.  There 

are two easy ways to connect: 
 

*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 
OR 

*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 
subscribe to updates. 

 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  

Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but 
your carrier message and data rates may apply.  View 

privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 
 

 
LAURA MONTOYA Y 

UPEGUI 

One of the strongest role models for 
girls in South America in the last few 
decades has been Laura Montoya, a 
Colombian nun who was canonized by 
Pope Francis on May 12, 2013. 
 
Maria Laura Montoya Upegui was born in Jerico in Colombia in 
1874, just before the start of the Colombian Civil War in which 
her father was killed. This left her family with no one to provide 
for them. Laura was sent to live with her grandmother, where she 
was very lonely and felt abandoned by her family. She spent 
much time in prayer and in reading Scripture, even as a child, to 
overcome this loneliness. 
 
As the girl grew older, her mother needed financial help and 
wanted her daughter to train as a school teacher to earn money. 
She was sent to teach the indigenous peoples of Colombia and 
eventually began working as a missionary to them by teaching 
about the Catholic faith as well. Many Colombians viewed 
indigenous peoples as less than human, but Laura knew this was 
not the case. 
 
By the time she reached her early 20s, Laura very much wanted to 
become a cloistered Carmelite nun, but her experience as a 
missionary left her with a desire to spread the Gospel to others, 
particularly people who were discriminated against such as the 
native groups she had worked with. In 1914 she founded the 
Congregation of Missionary Sisters of Immaculate Mary and 
Saint Catherine of Siena. She left the city of Medellin, where she 
had lived, and traveled to the jungles by mule to live among the 
native people who were the poorest and most discriminated 
against in society. 
 
Although the bishop supported her work, many other Christians 
felt the effort was wasted. Laura ignored the criticism. Her 
spiritual writings were aimed at her nuns, helping them better to 
understand their call to serve God among the native peoples of 
South America. 
 
Mother Laura, as we was known by her sisters, spent the last nine 
years of her life in a wheelchair in great pain. She died October 
21, 1949, in Medellin. Today, the sisters of her order work in 21 
countries in the Americas, Africa, and Europe. 
 
At her canonization ceremony, Pope Francis praised Saint Laura 
for “instilling hope” in the indigenous people of her nation and for 
teaching in a way that respected their culture. She was Colombia’s 
first saint and the patron saint of orphans and people who suffer 
from racial discrimination. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

OCTOBER SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Weeks Ending October 11th  
Week 16 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

10/11 
Wk. 16 

 
$3,418 

 
$869 

 
$5,769 

 
-$1,482 

YTD 
Wk. 16 

 
$56,869 

 
$34,977 

 
$92,304 

 
-$458 

 
SACRAMENT OF 

BAPTISM While baptisms 
are generally celebrated at a 
weekend liturgy at either of 

our churches, this is not 
possible due to restrictions 

related to COVID-19.  
Baptisms are now celebrated outside of Mass and may be 

scheduled by calling the parish office.  Parents are required 
to attend a formation session prior to the baptism; 

Godparents are welcome to attend as well. Please call the 
parish office for more information and to schedule your 

child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact the 
parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 

sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 

churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until 

the bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED  At this time in accordance with 

directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable 
to schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only 

those in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  
We will return to our regular practice of sending 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as 
soon as possible. 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly 
financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds 

Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider using this 
contribution method.  Contact Mary Jo Frohlich with any 

questions at 410-778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign 
up forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

HELP NEEDED:  If you sew, here is a great challenge for 
you. The Mask Wranglers of the Eastern Shore are looking 

for people to assist in sewing PPE gowns.  Their current 
goal is 300 washable gowns for Compass Regional Hospice 
nursing staff.  Currently the market is offering poor quality 

and price gauging for disposable gowns.  The Mask 
Wranglers are collecting both new and used cotton & cotton 
polyester (no flannel, please) sheets, fitted or flat as well as 

pillow cases of all sizes.  Should you sign up to sew they 
will deliver and provide you with the sheeting, pattern, 

elastic and directions - it is quite basic.  You sew at your 
own speed.  Once finished you call and they will arrange a 

porch/front door pick up day and time.  For signing up 
and/or sheet donations please contact: Teri O'Meara  at 

queenofquilts100@gmail.com 

 

ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC APPEAL 

There is still time to 
support the Annual 
Catholic Appeal. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal, with its theme, Seeing Christ in 
the Faces of Others invites each of us to open our eyes and 

recognize Him in those who seek our help. 

Seeing Christ in the Faces of Others isn’t always easy, but it is 
essential if, as Disciples of Christ, we are to live in service to 

others and understand in a very practical way the words of 
Jesus: “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 

mine, you did for Me.”      (Mt. 25:40). 

For those of you who have given to this year’s Appeal, thank 
you for your generosity. For those who have not, please 
prayerfully consider supporting this important effort. 

To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal by visiting 
www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal. Please view the brief 

video offering inspiring testimony from recipients of featured 
Appeal supported ministries. A direct link to video can be found 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80gz5V5VaH8&t=2s. 

PARISH NEWS 



Please pray for our candidates who will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation this month. 
Sadly, the bishop will not be presiding as he is not visiting parishes at this time. The bishop gave 
delegation to pastors so that our youth would not miss out on this sacrament.  Due to Covid 
restrictions on the numbers of people permitted in church Confirmation will not be celebrated at 
a regularly scheduled Sunday liturgy. Rather, we have scheduled an additional Sunday liturgy on 
two consecutive weekends to accommodate the candidates and their families. 

The Sacrament of the Sick remains available for those suffering from serious illness or in danger 
of death. If the person is in a healthcare facility the guidelines established by the facility must be 
followed; in some cases, this means that I am unable to be physically present. Some allow 
“window visits” and others set up an electronic link. Obviously in such instances the Sacrament 
cannot be celebrated. 

For those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please call the office for an 
appointment. It has been my practice to hear confessions after Noon when the offices and church 
are closed. This way, we can maintain social distancing and speak loudly enough to hear one 
another without concern of someone overhearing what is said. 

The votive candles at Sacred Heart are now located in the Gathering Space, near the statue of the 
Holy Family.  I am sorry I did not think of this sooner. I strongly encourage you to use hand 
sanitizer (located near the votives) after using the candle lighter and not before as it is 
flammable.   

In preparation for the annual parish report being mailed to all registered families, please let the 
parish office know if your address (or any other pertinent information) has changed. Becky is 
very diligent in keeping our database up to date but occasionally we find incomplete or incorrect 
addresses.  It would also be helpful to update any changes in email and/or phone numbers. 

If you have not signed up for Flocknotes please consider doing so. We try to limit outgoing 
notes to weekly communications from the parish to your family.  You can sign up for Flocknotes 
at: flocknote.com/SHParish OR text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to subscribe to 
updates. 

As we continue to celebrate Respect Life Month let us remember that we are called to respect all 
life from conception to natural death.  In this spirit let us continue to take care of each other, 
treating everyone with dignity and respect, even those (or perhaps especially those) with whom 
we disagree or do not see eye-to-eye.  

Fr. Grasing 

 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER 
GRASING 



Thank You TO OUR
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For All Your Party Needs
410-778-0123

2 Washington Square · Chestertown
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Joe Hickman
Parishioner

Glenn L. Wilson
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410-778-1600
Main Office: 245 High Street · Chestertown, MD 21620

Drive-In Branch: 301 Morgnec Road · Chestertown, MD 21620

· Waterfront Weddings
· Tranquil & Relaxing
· Breathtaking Sunsets· Breathtaking Sunsets

(410) 639-2110
www.SpringCove.us

SPRING C OVE
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ROCK HALL MD

410-639-4101
5701 S Main St •  Rock Hall, MD

•  Quilting &  
Embroidery Supplies
•  Long Arm Quilting

•  Quilting & 

Village Quilting, LLC

Donna Olsen Mercer
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IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE 
NOW!

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT

IRREPRESSIBLE




