
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Disciples 
In Mission 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Barbara Kelly, Director of Religious Education 
barbara.kelly.dre@gmail.com / 410-778-4650  

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE   •  NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 

 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 
This passage beautifully describes how the Lord God, as 

shepherd, will tend his flock. He will rescue those who are lost, 
bring back those who stray, heal the sick, and “pasture” all. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28        
Paul once again stresses the significance of Christ’s resurrection 
in the total divine plan, emphasizing that Christ’s rising means 

that those who believe in him will also rise after 
death.  Christianity, he argues, is meaningless if it concerns only 
this life on earth. In the end, even death will be destroyed, and 

“God will be all in all.” 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 
With words both poetic and vivid, Jesus tells the disciples that 

since he is present in all people, whatever they do to “one of my 
least brothers” they do to him; and whatever they fail to do to his 

“least,” they fail to do to him. 

  

 
 

For the Week of November 22nd through 
November 29th  

Sunday 
Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 
Monday 
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday 
Rv 14:14-19; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday 
Rv 15:1-4; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday 
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23, 19:1-3, 9a; Lk 
21:20-28  
or, for Thanksgiving Day, any readings from 
the Lectionary For Mass (vol. IV), the Mass  
“In Thanksgiving to God’, nos. 943-947 
Friday  
Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday 
Rv 22:1-7; Lk 21:34-36  
Sunday 
Is 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 
 

 
The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 
Saturday, November 21st  

4:00 p.m.  Charles “Pat” Patterson 
Sunday, November 22nd  

8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Dr. Jerry Shey and Family 

Thursday, November 26th 
 9:00 a.m. (SH)  Mass In Thanksgiving 
Saturday, November 28th  

4:00 p.m. Marie Gruber 
Sunday, November 29th   

8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Our Parishioners 

 
Mass will also be offered for Our Parishioners, 
Living and Deceased during the week.  At this 
time these are private masses.  We will let you 
know when public weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK 
OF THE PARISH:  Remember 

in your prayers the sick of the 
parish:    John Troffo, Valerie 

Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, Angela 
Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia 
Brooks, Alicia Bourne, Tom 

Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph William, Judy 
Hagerty, and all those whose names appear in the 

PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

THANKSGIVING MASS:  Mass will be held at Sacred 
Heart Church at 9:00 a.m. on Thanksgiving Day, 

Thursday, November 26th. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing after Mass.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the Church, the 
Parish Office, or online.  For additional information, please call 

410-778-3160, or go to sacredparish.org.   

SCRIPTURE READINGS MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe – Matthew 

25:31-46 
 

Reflection for Parents 
 

It is easy to see the meaning of this gospel through our actions 
toward our children. Never in true thirst or hunger would we deny 

them. If they were sick or cold we would take care of them 
ourselves or see to it that someone helped us. It's taking this 

gospel to the next level that will help our children see the meaning 
of love through our example. Not only will they witness love 

through our loving actions toward others, but there will be many 
opportunities along the way to have our children share in these 

actions of love. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

Through our parishes, schools, and communities, there are a 
number of opportunities for adults to demonstrate God's love - not 

through some sense of obligation, but from a genuine love of 
others. Most of these opportunities allow for the whole family to 
participate. For example, adults may make communion calls to 

someone who is homebound. Often these folks eagerly welcome 
the sight of a child or if that's not possible, children can make care 
cards to be delivered at the call. Think of one way as a family you 

might carry out at least one of the actions of the gospel.  

Discussion Starters 
 

1. There was a time I recall being moved completely by 
love to help another person when... 
2. The hardest part about this gospel passage for me is... 
3. I was one of "the least" and someone helped me out of 
love. I remember feeling... 

***** 

FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going 
on in our parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  
You can choose what info you would like to receive – 
via email or text message and you can unsubscribe at 
any time.  There are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 

subscribe to updates. 
 

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  
Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but 

your carrier message and data rates may apply.  View 
privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 

CECILIA 

With many of the 
early church martyrs, 
there are often stories 
and legends but not 
much historical 
information. Saint 
Cecilia probably lived in the second or third century, and 
tradition says she died about 177 AD. Although details of 
her life may be unknown to us, Saint Cecilia was one of the 
most revered early virgin martyrs of Rome, as evidenced by 
her name appearing in the Roman Canon of the Mass 
(Eucharistic Prayer 1). She is one of the seven women 
commemorated by name in the Roman Canon. There is 
evidence of a church named in her honor dating to the late 
fourth century. A feast day in honor of Saint Cecilia was 
celebrated as early as 545. 

Cecilia was born in a wealthy Roman family and was a 
Christian by birth. Her family gave her in marriage to 
Valerius, a pagan nobleman. Valerius converted to 
Catholicism. 

Cecilia continued the work of converting people to the 
Christian faith and of burying the Christian dead, even 
though it was against the law. Hundreds were baptized 
through her witness and strength of faith. She planned to 
have her home preserved as a church after her death. Her 
refusal to worship false gods and her burying of the dead 
lead to her arrest. 

Saint Cecilia was brought to trial and sentenced to death. It 
took several days for her to die, and it is said that she 
converted many people who came to care for her as she was 
dying. Saint Cecilia died lying on her right side with her 
hands crossed in prayer. The position of her fingers—three 
extended on her right hand, and one on the left—were her 
final silent profession of faith in the Holy Trinity, Three 
Persons in one God. Saint Cecilia was buried in the 
Catacomb of Saint Callistus. 

In the Middle Ages, Saint Cecilia became a very popular 
saint. She is remembered today as the patron of musicians, 
composers, instrument makers, and poets. There is a story 
that Saint Cecilia was said to have heard heavenly music 
inside her heart when she was forced to marry the pagan 
Valerian. During her wedding, Cecilia sat and sang to God 
in her heart. Thus, she was declared to be the patron of 
musicians. Musical compositions, poems, art, and festivals 
have grown out of this story. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

NOVEMBER SAINTS 



 Offertory – Week Ending November 15th  
Week 21 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

11/15 
Wk. 21 

 
$2,426 

 
$869 

 
$5,769 

 
-$2,474 

YTD 
Wk. 21 

 
$72,121 

 
$43,819 

 
$121,149 

 
-$5,209 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While 
baptisms are generally celebrated at a 

weekend liturgy at either of our 
churches, this is not possible due to 

restrictions related to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may be scheduled by 

calling the parish office.  Parents are required to attend a 
formation session prior to the baptism; Godparents are 
welcome to attend as well. Please call the parish office 

for more information and to schedule your child’s 
baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment to 

celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 

churches must contact the parish office at least one year 
in advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held 
until the bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his 

designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND 
AND HOSPITALIZED  At this time in accordance 

with directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are 
unable to schedule visits in health care or home settings.  

Only those in danger of death may be visited until 
further notice.  We will return to our regular practice of 
sending Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to 

the sick as soon as possible. 

 
THE GIVING 
TREE:    

We have 95 tags for the 
giving tree this year.  The 
tags represent 92 people in our 
community who are in need of 
some holiday cheer.  Some of 

them are adults but most of them are children and teenagers.  In 
order to maintain the necessary social distance, the giving tree 
tags are posted on the bulletin boards at the doors of Sacred Heart 
church.  Please, take a tag, read it for information about the 
recipient, purchase and wrap the gift and attach the tag securely to 
the outside of the gift.  Please leave the gifts in the front lobby of 
the church or, for those with mobility issues, the side vestibule by 
the ramped entrance.  During the week, gifts may be left in the 
Kent Street vestibule during office hours (9am until noon).  All 
gifts must be received by Sunday, December 13, 2020.  Tags 
can be picked up when you come to mass or during the week 
when the church is open.  If you are unable to come in person, call 
or email the office and someone will help you with selecting a tag.  
We understand that shopping may be challenging due to Covid19, 
but this is an opportunity for us to be a sign of God’s love during 
this difficult time.  Questions: please, contact Ann Anderson at 
410-778-4243/wmandersonfamily@verizon.net or call the parish 
office.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

PARISH NEWS 



 

 

On Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, we will celebrate Eucharist at 9:00am at Sacred Heart 
Church. The liturgy will be livestreamed as we do on Sundays.  During these most challenging 
times it is good for us to pause and remind ourselves that there is much for which we should be 
grateful. Listing such things is of course fraught with peril.  How could we possibly include 
everyone and everything? I am in no way claiming an exhaustive enumeration, but I will share at 
least some of those things for which I am particularly thankful. 

Our parish family. My sense is that throughout these last many months we have been united in 
prayer if not in person.  The outpouring of concern for one another is a powerful statement about 
who we are as a parish community. And the attention to the needs of others, most notably 
strangers, through the food pantries other opportunities to show Christian charity and love. All of 
this reminds me of how profoundly grateful I am for the gift of faith passed on by my family. 

Healthcare and hospice workers, first responders and essential workers. These brave folk 
have shown us what it means to put other ahead of self. The challenges faced daily by these 
women and men are monumental. And still they forge ahead, making a difference in many lives. 

Teachers and catechists. Bravely stepping into the vast unknown of distance learning, Zoom 
classes and other forms of remote learning. And students! Trying their best to learn in new 
ways. We know they miss their teachers, classmates, and sporting events. Yet they continue to be 
students, soaking up knowledge…and a life-time of new challenges and opportunities.  Parents. 
Adjusting, bending but not breaking, becoming surrogate educators and coaches all while 
balancing work, home, calendars! Amazing. 

Scientists. Accepting the seemingly impossible task of taming the pandemic. Their tireless 
efforts to return us to some type of normal are astounding.  

Our country.  Not yet the ‘perfect union.’ Progress, not perfection! We have our moments of 
division to be sure. But it is my belief that our unity is far stronger than we might think. Yes, we 
have our flaws. And yet, what wonderful opportunities and experiences we enjoy. With God’s 
continued assistance we move into the future, accepting the challenge of “becoming.” 

For these and so many things I give God thanks. 

Be sure to see the information in the bulletin regarding the annual Giving Tree project. 

If you have not signed up for Flocknotes please do so. We try to limit outgoing messages as 
much as possible.  You can sign up for Flocknotes at: flocknote.com/SHParish OR text 
SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to subscribe to updates. 

In whatever way you celebrate Thanksgiving, may it be a blessed day.  Be assure that I will take 
all of you with me to the altar, the table of thanksgiving, on Thursday. 

Fr. Grasing 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER GRASING 
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