
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Disciples 
In Mission 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH   •  DECEMBER 27, 2020 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

First Reading: Gn 15:1-6, 21: 1-3 
Abram shows us the Lord keeps His promises, for his offspring were 

indeed many, like the stars in heaven. We, too, must trust in the Lord, so 
like Abram, our families might prosper. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
By faith Abraham and Sarah were blessed with Isaac, and through him, 

many descendants because they trusted in God’s promise and believed in 
what they could not see. We see that faith, trust and prayer bring forth 

God’s miracles in our lives. 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
Jesus was brought to Jerusalem to be consecrated according to the law 
of  Moses. A man named Simeon had learned he would not die until he 

had seen God’s anointed. Upon seeing Jesus, he immediately declared he 
had witnessed “the glory of your people of Israel.” The prophetess Anna 

also gave thanks and spoke of Jesus to all who would listen. Both 
recognized the power of Jesus, although he was still an infant. 

  

 
 

For the Week of December 27th  through 
January 3rd   

Sunday 
Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; 
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 
Monday 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday 
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
First Friday  
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
First Saturday 
1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12  

 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, December 26th  
4:00 p.m.  Betty and George Glenn 

Sunday, December 27th  
8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m.  Willmer and Millie Moseman 

Thursday, December 31st  
5:00 p.m. (SH)   Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 

Saturday, January 2nd   
4:00 p.m. Frederick McCall 

Sunday, January 3rd  
8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m.   Dolores Spurrier 

 
Mass will also be offered for Mary Nadine Hall 

and Mary Ann Abeska during the week.  At 
this time these are private masses.  We will let 

you know when public weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    John 

Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg, 
Patricia Dana, Angela 

Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia 
Brooks, Alicia Bourne, Tom 

Blum, Betty Ann Strong, 
Joseph William, Judy Hagerty, Millie Moseman, and all 
those whose names appear in the PARISH BOOK OF 

INTENTIONS. 

***** 

CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 31ST AND FRIDAY, 

JANUARY 1ST.   

***** 

Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,  
will be celebrated at Sacred Heart at 5:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, December 31st  

SCRIPTURE READINGS MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

Feast of the Holy Family 
 Luke 2:22-40 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
Just as Mary and Joseph presented Jesus at the Temple, most 

Catholic parents have presented their children for Baptism in their 
parish churches. But beyond the day of presentation, beyond the 
day of Baptism, it is in the everyday living out of our faith that 
our children come to know more deeply the love of God. Pray 

today to be an everyday example of God’s love to your children. 
Pray that they, like Jesus, may grow “and become strong, filled 

with wisdom." 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

On this Feast of the Holy Family, share with your children your 
memories of the holiness of elderly members of your family and 
their ancestors. Recall stories you have heard about them, share 
photographs of them, and—if available—share the family Bible 

that contains your family tree. If such a family tree is not 
available, create one together. Write on the tree the names of 
family members, and draw pictures or symbols that represent 

them. Display the family tree in a prominent place, and add to it 
as needed. Be sure to include your own family members on the 

family tree!  

Discussion Starters 
 

1. Someone I think of as being holy and wise is . . . because 
. . . 

2. One way our family is holy is . . . 
3. One way our family can grow in holiness is . . . 

 

***** 

FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going 
on in our parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  
You can choose what info you would like to receive – 
via email or text message and you can unsubscribe at 
any time.  There are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 

subscribe to updates. 
 

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  
Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but 

your carrier message and data rates may apply.  View 
privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
MARY THE HOLY 
MOTHER OF GOD 

Mary, our Blessed Mother, was only 
a young girl when she learned that 
she was going to be an important 
part of God’s plan for the whole 
world. 
 
Tradition tells us that Mary was three 
years old when her parents, Anne and Joachim, took her to the 
temple in Jerusalem so that she could be blessed. The blessing 
was a sign that she would love and serve God. Anne and Joachim 
raised Mary according to Jewish customs and they taught her 
always to believe and trust in God. 
 
When Mary was a young woman, the angel Gabriel appeared to 
her and told her that God had chosen her to be the mother of his 
only Son. The angel said that God wanted Mary to name her son 
Jesus, and that he is holy because he is the Son of God. Mary said 
“yes” to God, even though she did not understand how all of this 
would happen. She said, “May it be done to me according to your 
word” (Luke 1:38). 
 
We know that Mary’s son became the Savior of the world, and his 
work continues through the Church today. Long ago, the Holy 
Spirit guided our Church leaders to understand that Jesus is true 
God and true man. He is both divine and human. He is the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus was also a child who grew up, 
and who eventually suffered death on the cross and rose from the 
dead. After much prayer and debate, our Church leaders said that 
Mary was not only the mother of Jesus. She was also the Mother 
of God, since Jesus is truly God. Our Church leaders gave Mary a 
special title: Theotokos. This is a Greek word that means “God-
bearer” or “Mother of God.” 
 
Long before our Church leaders officially declared Mary the 
Mother of God, her cousin Elizabeth knew what a special 
privilege Mary had been given. When Mary went to visit 
Elizabeth, Elizabeth called her “the mother of my Lord” (Luke 
1:43). 
 
Mary is our greatest saint, and so we begin every year with a 
celebration in her honor. We also show our love and reverence for 
Mary on many other special days throughout the liturgical year. 
We call these special days Marian Feasts. There are also many 
popular devotions to Mary across the world, such as: Our Lady of 
Guadalupe; Mary, Undoer of Knots; Our Lady of Mercy; 
Immaculate Heart of Mary; and Our Lady of Good Health. We 
can pray to Mary, the Mother of God, every day. We can ask her 
to help us say “yes” to God’s plan for us. We can ask Mary to 
pray that we will follow Jesus in everything we say and do. 

 
 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

JANUARY SAINTS 



 

OFFERTORY TOTALS FOR THE WEEKEND OF 
DECEMBER 19/20TH WILL BE PUBLISHED IN 

NEXT WEEKEND’S BULLETIN. 

***** 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While 
baptisms are generally celebrated at a 
weekend liturgy at either of our 
churches, this is not possible due to 

restrictions related to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may be scheduled by 
calling the parish office.  Parents are required to attend a 
formation session prior to the baptism; Godparents are 
welcome to attend as well. Please call the parish office 
for more information and to schedule your child’s 
baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment to 

celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 

churches must contact the parish office at least one year 
in advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held 
until the bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his 

designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND 
AND HOSPITALIZED  At this time in accordance 
with directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we 
are unable to schedule visits in health care or home 

settings.  Only those in danger of death may be visited 
until further notice.  We will return to our regular 

practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion to the sick as soon as possible.  

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using 
Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging 

everyone to consider using this contribution method.  
Contact Mary Jo Frohlich with any questions at 410-
778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

 

 

THE GIVING 
TREE: 

Thank you to all who 
participated in the Giving 
Tree Project 2020.  We 
were able to brighten the 

holidays for 23 families by providing gifts for 95 
adults, teenagers and children in our local community.  
May we all experience the Joy, the Hope, the Peace 
and the Love of Christmas especially at this 
unprecedented time. 

***** 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are being sent directly 
to your home, bi-monthly.  If you are not receiving 
envelopes and wish to do so, please contact Becky 

Davis at 410-778-3160. 

***** 

CHESTERTOWN FOOD PANTRY:  The Chestertown 
Food Pantry would like to thank Sacred Heart for their 

generous weekly donations.  They would like to remind us 
to please check the expiration date on all donated foods 

because they cannot use anything past the date on the label. 

***** 

DIALOG:  In addition to the newspaper edition of The 
Dialog that’s available in church every two weeks, the 

newspaper’s website, www.thedialog.org, is updated every 
weekday with stories from the diocese and around the 

world, including many that don’t appear in the newspaper 
due to space considerations.  Stay on top of national and 

international issues of concern to Catholics, each Sunday’s 
Scripture reading commentaries by Dialog columnists and 
the work of the church in the nation and world by visiting 

www.thedialog.org. 

***** 

FLOWER DONATIONS:   

Parishioners are invited to donate flowers in celebration of 
weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, and other special events.  

If you would like to donate flowers or place flowers in 
memory of a loved one, please inform Becky Davis at      

410-778-3160.  Thank you. 

 

PARISH NEWS 



 

You probably know the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  Even though a radio station once 
proclaimed the twelve days of Christmas as those before December 25, Christians have always kept 
Christmas as a season from December 25 until January 6 (the traditional Epiphany).  The church calendar 
today even extends the celebration until the feast of the Baptism of the Lord – the Sunday after Epiphany.  

Here is what the church says about the season of Christmas: “Next to the yearly celebration of the paschal 
mystery (meaning the Triduum and Easter Season), the church holds most sacred the memorial of Christ’s 
birth and early manifestations.  This is the purpose of the Christmas season.”  (General Norms for the 
Liturgical Year and the Calendar, #32) 

More than just “Jesus’ birthday,” the Christmas season is a time for remembering and reveling in the 
nativity of Christ, the revelation of Christ to the Jewish shepherds, the revelation of Christ to the Gentile 
magi (that’s us!).  Christ’s baptism by John in the Jordan, and Christ changing water into wine at the 
wedding “on the third day” (John 2:1) in Cana of Galilee.  In all these saving events, we know that “the 
Word is made flesh and dwells among us.” 

How can we keep Christmas not just as a day, but as a season?  Keep the tree up (and watered) and 
shining bright until the Baptism of the Lord.  Sing carols and read the scriptures every day.  Safely put 
candles around your crèche: Use small glass votive candle holders, and place them away from the straw.  
You might also want to add a little water to the bottom of the glass before putting the candle in – an added 
precaution that will also help you clean the glass more easily.  When you light the candles, sing or say the 
prayer of the angels: Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever.  Amen! 

Copyright @ 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Ave., Chicago, IL 60622; 1-
800-933-1800.  Text by David Philippart. 

 

 

 

 

What is the decorated evergreen tree – the light and sight and smell of which means “Christmas”?  It is 
the tree in the center of the garden, lost to us by our first parents’ folly, restored to us by Christ’s saving 
deed.  It is the tree that claps its hands uproariously before the Lord, who comes.  It is the tree – once 
drafted into death’s service – that now blooms forth and shines in splendor:  He who died in its arms has 
defeated death and lives forever.  This is the tree of life straddling the river of life in the new Jerusalem.  
Bearing twelve kinds of fruit, it is laden with enough joy for all the tribes.  It marks the spot where heaven 
intersects with earth.  And Look!  The spot is here – in the house of the church.  That spot is here – in 
your own house.  Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord!  Paradise is so very close to home.  

Copyright @ 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Ave., Chicago, IL 60622; 1-
800-933-1800.  Text by David Philippart. 

CHRISTMAS 
A Sense of the Season 

 

THE PARADISE TREE 
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