
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Disciples 
In Mission 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD   •  JANUARY 3, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

  

 
 

For the Week of January 3rd through 
January 10th  

Sunday 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday 
1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday 
1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22 
Friday  
1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday 
1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30Sunday 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 
Sunday 
Is 55:1-11; 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, January 2nd  
4:00 p.m.  Frederick McCall 

Sunday, January 3rd  
8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
                       Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Dolores Spurrier 

Saturday, January 9th  
4:00 p.m. Betty and George Glenn 

Sunday, December 10th  
8:00 a.m. Father Ted Tempel 
10:00 a.m.   Our Parishioners,  
  Living and Deceased 

 
Mass will also be offered for Father Ted 
Tempel, and our parishioners, living and 

deceased during the week.  At this time these 
are private masses.  We will let you know when 

public weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    

John Troffo, Valerie 
Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, 

Angela Wilmer, Faith King, 
Eugenia Brooks, Alicia 

Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, Judy Hagerty, Millie Moseman, Father Ted 

Tempel and all those whose names appear in the 
PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open for 
private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon Monday 
through Friday.  The Chapel will not be available.  

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing after Mass.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the Church, the 
Parish Office, or online.  For additional information, please call 

410-778-3160, or go to sacredparish.org.   

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Isaiah speaks poetically of the coming of the Lord. He describes how 

“darkness covers the earth” but light and glory appear over God’s    
chosen people. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Paul tells the Ephesians that the Jews and Gentiles are now co-heirs of 

the promises God has made. He explains that both groups are now 
members of one body through Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus’ birth, three astrologers from the east came to Jerusalem and 
inquired about the newborn king of the Jews. King Herod became greatly 
angered, and asked the astrologers to bring him more information about 
the child once they had found him, so that he too could pay homage to 
the infant.  However, Herod’s true plan was to kill Jesus. The wise men 
were warned in a dream not to return to him and they took a different 

route to return home. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
This Gospel narrative is full of adventure, danger, mystery, and 

yes—gifts! During this Christmas season, enjoy dramatizing this 
Gospel as a family. Then think about how far you would travel, 
how far you would go to pay homage to Jesus. Would you go as 

far as your parish to receive the Sacraments or to spend some time 
in quiet prayer? Would you go as far as the soup kitchen to serve 
a meal to the hungry? Would you go as far as to tell someone to 
stop bullying a classmate or a coworker? Would you go as far as 
to give up a morning cup of coffee or a favorite treat in order to 

give to someone in need the gift of food or clothing or the 
necessities of life? How far would you go? What would you give 

as your gifts to the King? 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

The star led the Magi to the place where Jesus was. With your 
family, cut out several yellow construction paper stars. On each 
star write either a way you can find Jesus—such as “read God’s 
Word”—or the name of a person who has helped you find Jesus, 
such as “Grandma Joan.” Create a mobile of your stars using coat 

hangers and yarn or string. Hang your stars in a place where all 
family members will see them.  

Discussion Starters 
 

1. I can be like a star and show Jesus to others by . . . 
2. The greatest gift I can give Jesus is . . . 
3. The greatest gift our family can give Jesus is . . . 

 

***** 

FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going 
on in our parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  
You can choose what info you would like to receive – 
via email or text message and you can unsubscribe at 
any time.  There are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 

subscribe to updates. 
 

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  
Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but 

your carrier message and data rates may apply.  View 
privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
ELIZABETH ANN 

SETON 

Sometimes our choices 
change our lives. In 
1805, Elizabeth Seton 
chose to become a 
Catholic. This choice 
changed her life and 
ours. 
 
Elizabeth had been 
born to rich parents in New York City in 1774. Her 
parents taught her to care about others. When Elizabeth 
grew up, she fell in love with William Seton. They 
married in 1794. 
 
Between 1794 and 1803, when William died, the 
happy couple had five children. But when he died, 
William left his family with no money. So after his 
death, Elizabeth had to find work. Her friends and 
family refused to help her. Why? Because Elizabeth 
had chosen to become a Catholic. This decision 
changed her whole life. 
 
In 1808, Elizabeth and her children moved to 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. There, she founded a school 
for the poor. Soon other women joined Elizabeth in her 
work. This group of women became the Sisters of 
Charity. 
 
In the years that followed, Elizabeth created the first 
Catholic parish school, which led to the development 
of the Catholic school system in the United States. She 
also started the first Catholic orphanage in America in 
New York City. By the time she died in 1821—at the 
age of 46—she had founded 20 convents. Today, six 
separate religious orders of women in the United States 
trace their roots to the beginnings of the Sisters of 
Charity in Emmitsburg. 
 
On September 14, 1975, Pope Paul VI canonized 
Elizabeth Seton. She is the first saint born in United 
States. Her choice to follow God’s will led to great 
good for all of us. 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

JANUARY SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending December 20th  
Week 26 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/20 
Wk. 26 

 
$4,202 

 
$874 

 
$5,769 

 
-$693 

YTD 
Wk. 26 

 
$92,959 

 
$52,676 

 
$149,994 

 
-$4,359 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While 
baptisms are generally celebrated at a 

weekend liturgy at either of our 
churches, this is not possible due to 

restrictions related to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may be scheduled by 

calling the parish office.  Parents are required to attend a 
formation session prior to the baptism; Godparents are 
welcome to attend as well. Please call the parish office 

for more information and to schedule your child’s 
baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment to 

celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 

churches must contact the parish office at least one year 
in advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held 
until the bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his 

designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND 
AND HOSPITALIZED  At this time in accordance 

with directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are 
unable to schedule visits in health care or home settings.  

Only those in danger of death may be visited until 
further notice.  We will return to our regular practice of 
sending Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to 

the sick as soon as possible. 

 

OFFERTORY TOTALS FOR THE 
WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 26/27TH 

WILL BE POSTED IN NEXT 
WEEKEND’S BULLETIN. 

***** 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are being sent directly 
to your home, bi-monthly.  If you are not receiving 
envelopes and wish to do so, please contact Becky 

Davis at 410-778-3160. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider 
using this contribution method.  Contact  Mary Jo Frohlich 

with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are available at 

the doors of the Church. 

***** 

CHESTERTOWN FOOD PANTRY:  The Chestertown 
Food Pantry would like to thank Sacred Heart for their 

generous weekly donations.  They would like to remind us 
to please check the expiration date on all donated foods 

because they cannot use anything past the date on the label. 

***** 

DIALOG:  In addition to the newspaper edition of The 
Dialog that’s available in church every two weeks, the 

newspaper’s website, www.thedialog.org, is updated every 
weekday with stories from the diocese and around the 

world, including many that don’t appear in the newspaper 
due to space considerations.  Stay on top of national and 

international issues of concern to Catholics, each Sunday’s 
Scripture reading commentaries by Dialog columnists and 
the work of the church in the nation and world by visiting 

www.thedialog.org. 

 

MAY THE ANGELS LEAD THEM INTO 
PARADISE:  Please remember in your prayers Rita 

Blusiewicz and our deceased parishioners, loved ones, 
and benefactors. Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and 

let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

PARISH NEWS 



 

 

 

 

     He held a powerful post, bishop of Philadelphia, when the diocese covered 35,000 square 
miles.  Yet “the gentle bishop,” as John Neumann (1811 – 1860) was called, was a shy and self-
effacing man.  He wanted only to be a simple missionary priest bringing comfort to his 
immigrant flock. 

    John was born in what is now the Czech Republic.  As a young seminarian he hoped to come 
to America, where there were very few priests to assist a surge of immigrants.  After several 
setbacks, he boarded ship on impulse and headed for New York.  He had no papers and was not 
even ordained yet. 

     Fortunately, the local bishop welcomed him.  He was first assigned to the mission parishes in 
the Buffalo area.  Though few of his immigrant parishioners spoke his native language, Czech, 
he had studied German, English and French as a schoolboy.  Eventually he learned Gaelic, 
Spanish and Italian.  This made it possible for people to receive the sacrament of reconciliation 
in their own language.  Many of his parishioners hadn’t had the opportunity to do this for many 
years.  

     Since the parishes of this area were rural and spread far apart, he traveled constantly.  As a 
safeguard against the isolation of this work he joined the Redemptorist Order.  Soon he was the 
head of all the Redemptorists in the United States.  Then the bishop of Philadelphia 
recommended John as his successor.  To John’s chagrin, he was appointed. 

     As bishop, John built churches and schools, instituted a religious education program for 
children, and prepared English and German catechisms that remained in use long after he died.  
He also continued to travel throughout the diocese, which at that time included Delaware, eastern 
Pennsylvania and part of New Jersey, visiting each parish and mission every two years.  Not 
everyone appreciated this.  He was criticized for not having ceremonial manners and for 
appearing in public in old patched clothes instead of the rich garb a bishop was expected to wear.   

     However, the people of his diocese loved him for his willingness to reach out to them.  When 
he died suddenly at the age of 48, they lined the streets of Baltimore by thousands to say 
goodbye to him. 

      His body is buried at St. Peter, the Redemptorist Church in Baltimore.  The Roman Catholic 
church remembers Bishop Neumann each year on January 5th.  

 

Copyright @ 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Ave., Chicago, IL 60622; 1-
800-933-1800. www.ltp.org.  Text by Mary Ellen Hynes.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 

BISHOP JOHN 
NEUMANN 
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RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
ED & PENNY KELLY ~ NINA CONSTANDI 

Owners
410-778-2335 · Fax 410-778-2379

Email: peekent@intercom.net
Service & Parts: 1-800-4MY-HOME®

AND STAY POSITIVE!
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ROCK HALL MD
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Bless

America 

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE 
NOW!

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT

TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU
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