
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Prayer, 
Fasting, 

Almsgiving 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT   •  MARCH 7, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 

 
 

 
 

For the Week of March 7th  through 
March 14th   

 
Sunday 
Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 
Monday 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday 
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday 
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday 
Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday  
Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday 
Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, March 6th  
4:00 p.m.  Camille Olinick 

Sunday, March 7th  
8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
                          Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                          Living and Deceased 

Saturday, March 13th  
4:00 p.m. Kurt Maloney 

Sunday, March 14th  
8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                          Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m.    Owen Pierce 

Mass will also be offered for Ann Tilghman, and 
our parishioners, living and deceased during the 
week.  At this time these are private masses.  We 

will let you know when public weekday            
masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF 
THE PARISH:  Remember in 

your prayers the sick of the 
parish:    John Troffo, Valerie 

Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, Angela 
Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia 

Brooks, Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, 
Betty Ann Strong, Joseph William, Judy Hagerty, Millie 

Moseman, Father Ted Tempel, and all those whose 
names appear in the PARISH BOOK OF 

INTENTIONS. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open 
for private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon 

Monday through Friday.  The Chapel will not be 
available.  

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register with 
the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing 
after Mass.  Registration forms are available at the doors of 

the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  For additional 
information, please call 410-778-3160, or go to 

sacredparish.org.   

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
Through Moses, God passed on the commandments he wished all 
people to follow. He tells us not to worship idols or take the name 

of the Lord in vain. All the laws God gave to us, if followed, 
would ensure that we could live in peace and harmony with one 

another as he had planned. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
Paul tells the Corinthians that Christ is the power and the wisdom 
of God. Although they claimed to possess wisdom, “God’s folly is 

wiser than men, and his weakness is more powerful than men.” 

Gospel: John 2:13-25 
Jesus went to the temple of Jerusalem to find merchants there 

selling sheep and doves. He knocked over their tables and drove 
the animals away. The merchants asked him for a sign that he was 

authorized to do this. He told them to “destroy this temple 
(referring to his body) and in three days I will raise it up.”  The 

merchants misunderstood, and did not believe he could rebuild in 
three days what had taken nearly 50 years to build. Still many 
believed in him, after seeing the miracles he had performed. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
John 2:13-25 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
Think about ways your family members use everyday objects for 
purposes other than those for which they are intended. Perhaps a teenager 
responsible for taking out the garbage rolls the garbage can to the curb on 
his or her skateboard. An old blender might now be used to mix paints. A 
refrigerator box has been magically transformed into a fort. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus warns us that the Temple—God the Father’s 
house—does not exist to serve as a marketplace or as a bank. It is a holy 
place with a holy purpose. Take a few moments to think about what 
happens in God’s house, your parish church. Think about the purpose for 
which this house of God exists. Then think about your domestic Church, 
your “Church of the home.” Is it serving the purpose for which it was 
created? Is it a holy place with a holy purpose? 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

Work together to identify ways that your domestic Church, your “Church 
of the home,” is a holy place—a place where God dwells. For example, 
perhaps your domestic Church is a place where family members, 
neighbors, and friends are made to feel welcomed and loved. Or, perhaps 
your family members—the members of your domestic Church—pray 
together each day or take part in a ministry to the poor. Encourage all 
family members to take part in the discussion. Invite suggestions for 
becoming even more of a holy place—a place where God dwells. 

From this discussion, write a three- to five- sentence family mission 
statement that begins: “Our domestic Church is a holy place—a place 
where God dwells. Together we . . .” Create a poster of your mission 
statement and display it in a place where all family members will see it. 

Discussion Starters 
 

1. Some people today misuse God the Father’s house—our parish 
church—when they . . . 

 
***** 

FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going on in our 
parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  You can choose what 
info you would like to receive – via email or text message and you 
can unsubscribe at any time.  There are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to subscribe 

to updates. 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  Text 

HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but your 
carrier message and data rates may apply.  View privacy policy 

and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
PERPETUA 

 

In the Opening Prayer on March 
7 we pray, “Father, your love 
gave the saints Perpetua and 
Felicity courage to suffer a cruel 
martyrdom. By their prayers, help us to grow in love of 
you” (Sacramentary). 
 
Perpetua and Felicity lived in Carthage, Africa, during 
a time of the persecution of Christians. Both women 
were catechumens who were preparing for their 
initiation into the Christian community. They were 
arrested and sentenced to death. While they were in 
prison, they were baptized and received new life in 
Christ. Perpetua kept a diary while in prison that tells 
us about her life and death. 
 
Perpetua came from a wealthy family. Her father was a 
pagan and begged her to give up her faith. Perpetua 
told him that she would not lie about her belief in 
Jesus. Her father came and collected her infant son 
from the prison before his mother was put to death. 
Felicity was a slave who worked in Perpetua’s house. 
She gave birth to a daughter shortly before she was 
killed, and the child was adopted by a Christian. 
 
The women were executed in the year 203, mauled by 
wild animals and then killed by a gladiator. Their faith 
was such an example that one of their guards became a 
Christian because of them. 
 
The Church honors Perpetua and Felicity as saints. 
Their example reminds us to thank God for making us 
his children in the sacrament of Baptism. We pray for 
the grace and faith to live our faith each day. 

 
 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

MARCH SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending February 28th  
 Week 36 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

2/28 
Wk. 36 

 
$6,001 

 
$849 

 
$5,769 

 
$1,081 

YTD 
Wk. 36 

 
$138,166 

 
$71,855 

 
$207,684 

 
$2,337 

 
Lenten Regulations on 
Fast and Abstinence 

 
Abstinence from meat is 

observed on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent by all Catholics 14 years 

and older. 

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all 
Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59. Those bound by 
this rule may take one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted 
as necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs. Eating 

between meals is not permitted. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using 
Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging 

everyone to consider using this contribution method.  
Contact  Mary Jo Frohlich with any questions at 410-
778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

DIALOG:  In addition to the newspaper edition of The Dialog 
that’s available in church every two weeks, the newspaper’s 
website, www.thedialog.org, is updated every weekday with 

stories from the diocese and around the world, including many 
that don’t appear in the newspaper due to space considerations.  

Stay on top of national and international issues of concern to 
Catholics, each Sunday’s Scripture reading commentaries by 

Dialog columnists and the work of the church in the nation and 
world by visiting www.thedialog.org. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
While baptisms are generally 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at 
either of our churches, this is not 
possible due to restrictions related to 
COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish office.  Parents are 
required to attend a formation session prior to the baptism; 
Godparents are welcome to attend as well. Please call the 
parish office for more information and to schedule your 
child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

***** 

CHESTERTOWN FOOD PANTRY:  The Chestertown 
Food Pantry would like to thank Sacred Heart for their 

generous weekly donations.  They would like to remind us 
to please check the expiration date on all donated foods 

because they cannot use anything past the date on the label. 

***** 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are being sent directly 
to your home, bi-monthly.  If you are not receiving 
envelopes and wish to do so, please contact Becky 

Davis at 410-778-3160. 

PARISH NEWS 



      

     Mark was an expansive, inclusive Mediterranean Jew who saw all Gentiles and Jews as potential 
members of one extended family.  For the author of the gospel of Mark around the year 70, all those who 
followed Jesus of Nazareth formed part of Judaism – the part that would become the true Israel of the 
Nations. 

     The evangelist of the earliest gospel intended his story of Jesus’ passion as intramural, intra-Jewish 
enticement to follow Jesus.  He still hoped that members of the establishment, such as the council 
member from Arimathea (Mark 15:43), would return to the truth.  The nameless and named Jewish 
women who followed Jesus in Galilee and Judea were model forerunners of the true Israel.  They 
included the women who anointed Jesus at Simon’s house in Bethany (14:3-9); the women at the cross 
(15:40-41), those keeping vigil at the tomb (15:47) and those who found the tomb empty.  They ran away 
saying “nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (16:8).  Truly they were Israel. 

     For Mark, the inscription of the charge against Jesus, “King of the Jews” (15:26), contained more truth 
than irony (see 15:2, 18).  Compared with the context and tone in the other gospel accounts, the irony here 
was more hopeful than bitter. 

     The evangelist interpreted the passion and death of Jesus carefully. Especially with the presence of the 
Sanhedrin, the account parallels that of the innocent prophet Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 26).  Six hundred 
years earlier Jeremiah threatened destruction for the temple (see Mark 13:1ff.).  Priests and others 
demanded his death.  The death of the innocent prophet Jesus was familiar to first-century Jews.  
Regarding his fellow Jews, Mark’s hope was exactly like Jeremiah’s long ago: “Perhaps they will listen 
and turn back, each from his evil way” (Jeremiah 26:3).  Jeremiah and Mark reflected a qualified anti-
Judaism: disapproval focused on bringing about change.   

     Not long after the year 70, however, the climate changed.  Rome’s presence grew much heavier in the 
small eastern province of the massive empire.  Under Roman rule, the evangelists Matthew and Luke 
developed stronger understandings of discipleship of Jesus as something more churchlike or “Christian.”  
Groups of followers of “the Nazorean” became less like Judaism and more like institutions established 
alongside it, over it, against it or in competition with it. 

     The evangelist Mark had a vision of Christianity as a completion of Israel rather than a separation from 
it.  He sought one Israel for the whole world.  He certainly would have regretted the schism between 
rabbinic Judaism and those groups that did not make the “official” cut over the next forth years. 

     If we follow the gospel of Mark into our hearts, we followers of Christ crucified and risen celebrate the 
one True Israel.  “But we must first preach the gospel to all nations” (Mark 13:10).  If the apostle Paul 
happens by and says, “Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God (Galatians 
6:16)”, our evangelist would reply with full voice, “Amen.”   

Copyright @ 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago; Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago, Il 60622-
1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org.  Text by James Wild.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission.   

MARK’S “ISRAEL OF THE 
NATIONS” 
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