
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Prayer, 
Fasting, 

Almsgiving 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT   •  MARCH 21, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 

 
 

For the Week of March 21st through 
March 28th     

 
Sunday 
Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 
Monday 
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday 
Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday 
Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-
38 
Friday  
Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday 
Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday 
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; 
Mk 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, March 20th  
4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 

Sunday, March 21st  
8:00 a.m.      Kimberly and Julie Ann 
      Resele 
10:00 a.m. Mike Wrenn 

Saturday, March 27th  
4:00 p.m. Betty and George Glenn 

Sunday, March 28th  
8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m.    Siu Ty Palao 

 
Mass will also be offered for our parishioners, 

living and deceased during the week.  At this time 
these are private masses.  We will let you know 

when public weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF 
THE PARISH:  Remember in 

your prayers the sick of the 
parish:    John Troffo, Valerie 

Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, Angela 
Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia 

Brooks, Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, 
Betty Ann Strong, Joseph William, Judy Hagerty, Millie 
Moseman, Benjamin Ellingsworth, Father Ted Tempel, 

and all those whose names appear in the PARISH 
BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open 
for private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon 

Monday through Friday.  The Chapel will not be 
available.  

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father 
Grasing after Mass.  Registration forms are available at 

the doors of the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  
For additional information, please call 410-778-3160, 

or go to sacredparish.org.   

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The Lord comforted his people, who were exiled to Babylon, by 
telling them of the new covenant he planned to make with them. 
The Lord declared he would write his law upon their hearts, and 

that he would forgive their evil and forget the sins they had 
committed in the past. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:7-9 
Though God could have heeded his Son’s prayers and spared him 
suffering, Jesus accepted his Fathers will. Through his suffering, 
he learned obedience and became the source of eternal salvation 

for all people. 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 
Jesus was afraid of the suffering he knew he must face. Yet he 

explained just as a grain of wheat must die to be harvested, he had 
to face his hour of suffering to glorify his Father’s name. Jesus 
explained that once he was lifted from earth, he could draw all 

people to himself, lifting them to eternal life. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
John 12:20-33 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
Draw a timeline of your life in five- or ten-year increments (from birth to 
age ten, from age ten to age twenty, from age twenty to age thirty, and so 
forth). Leave room on the timeline to note any experiences of suffering, 
pain, and sorrow that you recall. Perhaps one of your parents died at a 

young age, a favorite pet died, your childhood friend moved away, or you 
lost your job. 

After you complete your timeline, review it again and note the good that 
came after the times of suffering. Consider that two of the most important 
and most valuable lessons you can teach your children are to let go and to 

trust that good will come after or as a result of what may seem too 
difficult to bear. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

Talk about recent or well-known news stories highlighting those who 
gave their lives so that others might live. Older family members will 

recall 9/11, and younger children may remember special collections they 
took part in for victims of hurricanes, fires, floods, and other natural 

disasters. 

Go to organdonor.gov to find facts, inspiring real-life stories, and 
educational tools useful for talking with your family about the ways 
organ donors give of their lives so that others might live. Encourage 

family members age eighteen and older to register to be organ donors. 

Pray for all who have given their lives so that others might live. 

Discussion Starters 
 

1.A time of suffering, pain, and sorrow in my life was when... 
2. As I look back on that time today, I feel... 
3. A time in my life when something good came out of something 
awful was... 
4. When I think of those who give their lives for others, I think 
of...   because...  
 

***** 
 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL 

Sessions of the Parish Lenten Discussion group, Brothers 
and Sisters All are available for viewing on the parish 
YouTube channel, Sacred Heart Parish Chestertown, 

MD.  Join us for the discussion of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Fratelli Tutti and challenge yourself to grow in awareness of 

Catholic social teachings and their applications to              
life in 2021. 

 
MARGARET 
CLITHEROW 

Margaret was born in 1555 in 
England. She was raised as a 
Protestant, a member of the 
Church of England, but after her 
marriage to John Clitherow, she 
made the decision to become 
Catholic. It was a brave decision, 
because Margaret lived during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, 
who wanted to rid England of all Catholics and the practice of 
the Catholic faith. 
 
Margaret’s husband did not become Catholic, but he supported 
her decision. John even paid the fines Margaret was charged 
for not attending Protestant services in their local church. 
Margaret had two hiding places built in their home. One was a 
small room, large enough for several priests to hide from the 
authorities looking to arrest any members of the clergy. The 
other secret place in Margaret’s house was a small cupboard. 
In it she kept the sacred vessels, including a chalice and paten 
and vestments—anything a priest would need to celebrate the 
Eucharist. 
 
Catholics came secretly to Margaret’s house for celebrations of 
the Mass and for the reception of the other Sacraments. We 
believe that Margaret and John’s three children were baptized 
there as infants. The home was searched often because the 
authorities suspected that Margaret was breaking the laws 
against Catholics. 
 
Margaret made plans to send her oldest son to France so that 
he could receive a Catholic education. This, too, was a crime. 
Someone reported Margaret, and she was arrested in 1586 for 
harboring priests. She refused to admit that she had broken any 
laws. Margaret was found guilty and sentenced to death at the 
age of 30. 
 
Margaret’s great faith was an inspiration to all three of her 
children. Her daughter, Anne, became a nun, and her two sons, 
Henry and William, both became priests. 
 
In 1970 Pope Paul VI canonized St. Margaret as a saint for her 
courage and faith. She is sometimes referred to as the “Pearl  
of York.” 
 
We can show our respect for her by thanking God that we are 
free to live openly as Catholics. We can also pray for anyone 
who is persecuted for their belief in Jesus and the Church. 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

MARCH SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending March 14th  
 Week 38 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

3/14 
Wk. 38 

 
$3,951 

 
$849 

 
$5,769 

 
-$969 

YTD 
Wk. 38 

 
$148,084 

 
$78,085 

 
$219,222 

 
$6,947 

 
Lenten Regulations on 
Fast and Abstinence 

 
Abstinence from meat is 

observed on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent by all Catholics 14 years 

and older. 

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all 
Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59. Those bound by 
this rule may take one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted 
as necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs. Eating 

between meals is not permitted. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using 
Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging 

everyone to consider using this contribution method.  
Contact Mary Jo Frohlich with any questions at 410-
778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

DIALOG:  In addition to the newspaper edition of The Dialog 
that’s available in church every two weeks, the newspaper’s 
website, www.thedialog.org, is updated every weekday with 

stories from the diocese and around the world, including many 
that don’t appear in the newspaper due to space considerations.  

Stay on top of national and international issues of concern to 
Catholics, each Sunday’s Scripture reading commentaries by 

Dialog columnists and the work of the church in the nation and 
world by visiting www.thedialog.org. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While baptisms are 
generally celebrated at a weekend liturgy at either of our 
churches, this is not possible due to restrictions related to 
COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish 
office.  Parents are required to 
attend a formation session prior to 
the baptism; Godparents are 
welcome to attend as well. Please 
call the parish office for more information and to schedule 
your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

***** 

RETROUVAILLE:  REDISCOVER THE LOVE 
IN YOUR MARRIAGE:  Tens of thousands of 

couples have healed their marriages through 
Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy).  If you know 

anyone who could benefit from this program, please 
pass this on.  Couples learn to build communication 
skills and to increase intimacy.  It provides help for 
marriage problems, difficulties or crises.  The next 

program begins the weekend of April 16 - 18, 2021 at 
the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.  For more 

information, or to register, 
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 

or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly 
confidential. 

 

PARISH NEWS 



      

Our Holy Week and Easter schedule is below. Due to ongoing Covid-19 concerns and restrictions, the 
liturgies all require reservations. In addition to reservations, please keep in mind that face 
masks/coverings are required in all parish facilities. Door will open approximately 20 minutes prior to 
the beginning of Mass. Remember, we must sanitize our churches between Masses. Everyone, except 
those with mobility issues (and anyone with them) is asked to use the High Street entrance at Sacred 
Heart and the Main Street entrance at St. John. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 
 

Holy Week – The Sacred Triduum 
 

Holy Thursday (01 April) 7:00pm – Sacred Heart* 
Good Friday (02 April) 3:00pm – Sacred Heart* 

Holy Saturday (03 April) 8:00pm – Sacred Heart* 
 
 

Easter Sunday (04 April) 
 

Sacred Heart 
8:00am & 10:00am* 

 

 
St. John 

8:00am & 10:00am 
 
*Livestreamed (go the parish website, sacredparish.org, and follow the link provided) 
 
For those who will be participating via livestream, worship aids will be available. You will be able to 
pick up a worship aid after Mass the two weekends prior to Easter or at the parish office. Office hours 
are Monday through Friday 8am – Noon. A PDF version of the worship aid will also be attached to a 
Flocknote as we draw closer to the celebrations. If you have not signed up for Flocknotes, please 
consider doing so as this is our primary means of communication with you. You can sign up for 
Flocknotes by going to the parish website (sacredparish.org) and following the link provided. We make 
every attempt to keep the number of notes sent to a minimum as none of us need more clutter in our 
inboxes! 

To reserve your space for Holy Week or Easter liturgies: 
https://parishreservations.com/shchestertown 

 
If you do not have internet access or if you have difficulty reserving a space please call the parish 
office. Please keep in mind that current Diocesan, State and Local guidelines must be followed. 
 
May the Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving renew our hearts and prepare us for the 
glories of Easter.

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER 
GRASING 
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RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
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ROCK HALL MD
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IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE 
NOW!

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT

IRREPRESSIBLE
TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU
TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!

130 Speer Road
Chestertown, MD
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6179 Rock Hall Road
Rock Hall, MD

639-2811 or 7887
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Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.




