
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Prayer, 
Fasting, 

Almsgiving 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD   •  MARCH 28, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
Isaiah describes the pain and insults of the Servant of God. Yet 

he sounds hopeful when describing God as his help, knowing he 
will not be disgraced. 

 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 

Paul exults Christ’s great sacrifice of humbling himself to become 
human and die on the cross. He explains that this is why we 

should now realize the importance of honoring both his name      
and memory. 

 
Gospel: Mark 14:1—15:47 

Mark describes the events leading up to Christ’s crucifixion. The 
Last Supper is described, explaining where the Eucharist began. 

Judas betrays Jesus and his suffering at the hands of the Sanhedrin 
(Council) is detailed. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

For the Week of March 28th through 
April 3rd      

 
Sunday 
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; 
Mk 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39 
Monday 
Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday 
Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday 
Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday 
Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9; Rv 
1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 
1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 
First Friday  
Is 52:13-53:12; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42 
First Saturday 
Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Gn 22:1-18 or 
22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ex 14:15-15:1; Is 54:5-14;  
Is 55:1-11; Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; 
Rom 6:3-11; Mk 16:1-7 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, March 27th  
4:00 p.m.  Betty and George Glenn 

Sunday, March 28th  
8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Siu Ty Palao 

Thursday, April 1st  
7:00 p.m. (SH)   Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 

Friday, April 2nd  
3:00 p.m.  (SH)   Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 

Saturday, April 3rd  
8:00 p.m. (SH)    Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 

Sunday, April 4th  
8:00 a.m. (SJ)     Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 
8:00 a.m. (SH)    Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 
10:00 a.m. (SH)    Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 
10:00 a.m. (SJ)    Our Parishioners,  
     Living and Deceased * 

 
Mass will also be offered for our parishioners, 

living and deceased during the week.  At this time 
these are private masses.  We will let you know 

when public weekday masses resume. 
 

*Masses are reservation only.  For reservations go 
to:  https://parishreservations.com/shchestertown 

 

REMEMBERING THE SICK 
OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    John 

Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg, 
Patricia Dana, Angela Wilmer, 

Faith King, Eugenia Brooks, 
Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 

William, Judy Hagerty, Millie Moseman, Benjamin 
Ellingsworth, Father Ted Tempel, and all those whose 

names appear in the PARISH BOOK OF 
INTENTIONS. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  MASS INTENTIONS 



 

Bringing the Gospel Home 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
Mark 14:1-15:47 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
The Gospel story told today further unfolds in the liturgies of 
Holy Thursday evening and Good Friday. The Triduum (Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Vigil/Easter 
Sunday) is the Church’s annual retreat time. It is a time to tell the 

story of the Paschal Mystery—the suffering, Death, and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The story is told through lavish use 

of song, Scripture, symbol, Sacrament, and procession. This is the 
holiest time of the entire Church year. How will your family 

spend these holiest of days? As Holy Week begins, make room on 
the family calendar for quiet and prayer together, and make time 

to attend the liturgies of the Triduum. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

If you are unable to attend your parish’s celebration of the 
Triduum, gather your family and read aloud the appropriate 

portions of today’s Gospel on Holy Thursday evening and on 
Good Friday. Sing a simple refrain or hymn such as “Jesus, 

Remember Me” and spend a few moments together in             
silent prayer. 

Discussion Starters 
 

Instead of responding to open-ended discussion questions today, 
invite family members to take part in a lengthier discussion on each 
of the days of the Triduum. 

1. On Holy Thursday: On this night, Jesus gathered 
together his closest friends—his disciples—to share a 
special meal. If you were holding a special meal tonight, 
what friends would you invite and why? What foods would 
you serve? What would you talk about? 

2. On Good Friday: On this day, Jesus suffered and died 
on the Cross out of love for us. What does it mean to you 
that he did this? Who are those suffering in the world, in 
your workplace, in your classroom, and in your family 
today? How can you ease their suffering? 

3. On Holy Saturday: Jesus is in the tomb. His friends are 
trying to make sense of what has happened. They cannot see 
the coming of the Resurrection. Today is a day for waiting 
and for praying. For what are you waiting? For what do you 
wish to pray? 

 

 
 

 
RAFQA PIETRA 

CHOBOQ AR-RAYÈS 

Rafqa was born in Lebanon in 
1832. She was an only child. Her 
mother died when Rafqa was 
seven years old, and her father 
sent his daughter to work as a 
servant in a private home when 
she was 11 years old. 
 
Rafqa asked God to help her 
determine her future. She realized that she wanted to become a 
nun. She joined an order called the Mariamettes. After she took 
her vows, Sister Rafqa was put in charge of the kitchen at a 
seminary. In her free time, she taught the village children about 
Jesus. 
 
Wars between political groups were common in Lebanon. One 
day a battle began while Rafqa was teaching her young students. 
She saved a boy from certain death by hiding him under her cloak, 
risking her own life to do so. 
 
When her superior noticed her gift for working with children, she 
asked Rafqa to be a teacher at one of the order’s schools. After 
only a year, Rafqa and another nun were asked to establish a new 
school for girls. She taught there for seven years. 
 
Sister Rafqa was faced with an important decision. Her order was 
being combined with a different order. The nuns were given three 
choices: they could be released from their vows; they could 
become part of the combined order; or they could join another 
order. Rafqa prayed for the wisdom to make the right decision. 
Then she had a dream in which St. Anthony of the Desert 
appeared to her. She joined the Lebanese Maronite Order, a 
community devoted to prayer, silence, and sacrifice. It was a very 
different life than she was used to! 
 
During her 26 years with the Maronites, Sister Rafqa grew even 
closer to our Lord. She experienced many problems with her 
vision and health but saw these problems as a blessing that 
allowed her to share in Christ’s sufferings. Eventually she lost her 
sight and was paralyzed. She died in 1914, and Pope John Paul II 
named her a saint in 2001. 
 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 
MARCH SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending March 21st   
 Week 39 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

3/21 
Wk. 39 

 
$3,246 

 
$849 

 
$5,769 

 
-$1,674 

YTD 
Wk. 38 

 
$151,330 

 
$78,934 

 
$224,991 

 
$5,273 

 
Lenten Regulations on 
Fast and Abstinence 

 
Abstinence from meat is 

observed on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent by all Catholics 14 years 

and older. 

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all 
Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59. Those bound by 
this rule may take one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted 
as necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs. Eating 

between meals is not permitted. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using 
Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging 

everyone to consider using this contribution method.  
Contact Mary Jo Frohlich with any questions at 410-
778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

DIALOG:  In addition to the newspaper edition of The Dialog 
that’s available in church every two weeks, the newspaper’s 
website, www.thedialog.org, is updated every weekday with 

stories from the diocese and around the world, including many 
that don’t appear in the newspaper due to space considerations.  

Stay on top of national and international issues of concern to 
Catholics, each Sunday’s Scripture reading commentaries by 

Dialog columnists and the work of the church in the nation and 
world by visiting www.thedialog.org. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While baptisms are 
generally celebrated at a weekend liturgy at either of our 
churches, this is not possible due to restrictions related to 
COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish 
office.  Parents are required to 
attend a formation session prior to 
the baptism; Godparents are 
welcome to attend as well. Please 
call the parish office for more information and to schedule 
your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

***** 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL 

Sessions of the Parish Lenten Discussion group, Brothers and 
Sisters All are available for viewing on the parish YouTube 

channel, Sacred Heart Parish Chestertown, MD.  Join us for the 
discussion of Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti and challenge 

yourself to grow in awareness of Catholic social teachings and 
their applications to life in 2021. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open for 
private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon Monday through 

Friday.  The Chapel will not be available.  

***** 

CHURCH OFFICES ARE CLOSED ON FRIDAY, 
APRIL 2ND AND MONDAY, APRIL 5TH 

PARISH NEWS 



      

Every year on Good Friday we read the passion of our lord Jesus Christ according to John (John 
18:1-19:42).  What does the passion account of the Fourth Gospel teach about anti-Judaism?  
The gospel of John stressed the universal law of love and did not exclude Jews from this love.  
John encouraged prospective members of his community to make the painful transition away 
from Jewish institutions, including the temple, synagogue, priesthood and feasts.  He asked them 
to replace Jewish practices with faith in Christ and Christian practices.  The “beloved disciple,” 
who likely started the Johannine community, served as the best example of the transition. 

In John’s passion account (18:1 – 19:42), there is a small sample of Jewish institutions that 
received the evangelist’s sharp, negative judgment.  “Judas the betrayer” arrived with a hostile 
“band of soldiers and guards from the chief priests and Pharisees,” who represented official 
Jewish institutions.  “Jewish guards seized Jesus” (18:12).  This is not how other evangelists 
reported it.  Could it be that John’s hearers learn more about the last part of the first century here 
than they do about the actual time of Jesus in the first part of the century? “Caiaphas…counseled 
the Jews that it was better that one man die rather than the people” (18:14).  “The Jews” clearly 
did not receive Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God.  The beloved disciple and the Johannine 
community did receive him.  “The chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but Caesar’ ” 
(19:15).  The evangelist heard this statement as the ultimate blasphemy.   

A widely held theory may help to understand these indictments.  Members of John’s community 
were Jewish followers of the Nazorean Jesus.  Members of the synagogue community expelled 
them for their faith in him as the Messiah, Son of God.  How intense was their subsequent 
hostility toward that Jewish establishment, from which officials alienated them by force!  It 
matched their bitter disappointment that not only the Jews but the whole world rejected the 
Word-made-flesh (see 1:10-11).  However, their intense anger did not match their strong 
commitment to Jesus.   

The anti-Judaism of John’s gospel is not the same as historic and modern anti-Jewish prejudice.  
Nor can it be used to justify the sin of anti-Judaism.  Rather, this hostility reflects less a prejudice 
and more a “postjudice.”  It resulted from rejection and expulsion from the parent Jewish 
community for a strongly held belief.  John felt raw human outrage that the cherished Son of 
God did not find a home where he himself had been at home.  His gospel did not model or 
encourage anti-Judaism for future times.  Instead, it encouraged conversion to the love of Jesus.  
The evangelist took pride in the great examples there were to follow!  These included the 
experiences of the Beloved Disciple, Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, the man born blind, 
Joseph of Arimathea, Mary of Magdala, Thomas the twin and Mary the mother of Jesus. 

 

Copyright @2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-
1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org.  text by James Wilde.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

A WAY TO UNDERSTAND JOHN’S 
BITTER ANTI-JUDAISM 
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