
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Rejoice in 
the Risen 

Lord. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   •  APRIL 25, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
For the Week of April 25th through 

May 2nd  
 
Sunday 
Acts 4:8-12; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18  
Monday 
Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:1-10  
Tuesday 
Acts 11:19-26; Jn 10:22-30  
Wednesday 
Acts 12:24—13:5a; Jn 12:44-50  
Thursday
Acts 13:13-25; Jn 13:16-20  
Friday  
Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6  
First Saturday 
Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14 or, for the Memorial,  
Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24; Mt 13:54-58 
Sunday 
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8  
 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, April 24th  
4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 

Sunday, April 25th  
8:00 a.m.  Judy Hagerty 
10:00 a.m.  Jerry Shey 

Saturday, May 1st  
4:00 p.m. Anthony J. Jacob 

Sunday, May 2nd  
8:00 a.m. Judy Hagerty 
10:00 a.m. David Edward Conley 

 
Mass will also be offered for Michael Patrick Kirby 
and Jane Barrett and our parishioners, living and 
deceased during the week.  At this time these are 

private masses.  We will let you know when public 
weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    John 

Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg, 
Patricia Dana, Angela 

Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia Brooks, Alicia Bourne, 
Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph William, Judy 

Hagerty, Millie Moseman, Benjamin Ellingsworth, 
Father Ted Tempel, and all those whose names 

appear in the PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

MAY THE ANGELS LEAD THEM INTO PARADISE:  
Please remember in your prayers Michael Ambrose and our 
deceased parishioners, loved ones, and benefactors. Grant 

them eternal rest, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine     
upon them. 

***** 

NEW PARISHONERS:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently:  Megan Newcomb of 
Millington.  We pray that you will become closer to 

God through your participation in our Faith 
Community. We look forward to getting to know you. 

Welcome! 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

First Reading: Acts 4:8-12 
Peter explains to the elders that his healing of a cripple was done 

in the name of Jesus Christ. He reminds he elders that they 
crucified Jesus, but God rose him up so that all people could be 

saved in his name. 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-2 
John expresses amazement at the fact that God allowed us to be 

called his children. Although we are unsure exactly what we will 
be after this life, we do know that we will see God as he is and be 

like him. 

Gospel: John 10:11-18 
Jesus speaks of a shepherd working only for pay, with no real 
concern for the sheep being well cared for.  But Jesus is our 

shepherd and would lay down his own life for all those in his 
flock. God loves him for his willingness to sacrifice himself for 

the sake of all God’s children. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
John 10:11-18 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
Think of all the people who share in the task of teaching, 

guiding, and protecting your child. Who among those 
people is truly a good shepherd—a person who invests 

himself or herself in your child’s life? Who are the “hired 
hands”—those who are less personally invested, but are still 

a part of your child’s circle of formation and care? Think 
about your own role as a parent. How are you being a good 
shepherd to your child and to your family? Are there any 

“wolves” in your life, drawing your attention away from the 
flock God has placed in your care? 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

Today is a day to give thanks to the shepherds! Invite 
family members to talk about the good shepherds in their 

lives and in your family’s life. Make a list of the shepherds 
who are mentioned by name. Use arts and crafts supplies 
and notecards to write thank-you notes or to create “Good 

Shepherd certificates.” Mail or deliver the notes or 
certificates in the coming week. 

Discussion Starters 
 

1. Some of the wolves that take my attention off of 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, are ... 
2. Something I can do to help me follow Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, more closely is.... 
3. Someone can be a good shepherd by...  

***** 
 
FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going on in our 
parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  You can choose what 
info you would like to receive – via email or text message and you 
can unsubscribe at any time.  There are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to subscribe 

to updates. 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  Text 

HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but your 
carrier message and data rates may apply.  View privacy policy 

and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
MARK THE 
EVANGELIST 
 
Mark was an Evangelist—
one of the four men who 
wrote the Gospels found in 
the New Testament. 
Mark’s Gospel was written 
first, and it is the shortest 
description of Jesus’ life, Death, Resurrection, and 
Ascension. Mark’s writings helped both Matthew and Luke 
to write their Gospels.   
 
Mark was not one of the original Apostles, and he probably 
never knew Jesus. Instead, we believe that he was a member 
of the first Christian community. In his writings, St. Peter 
refers to Mark as his “son.” Peter may have used this term 
to show his love for Mark, or he may have used it because 
he was the one who baptized Mark. It is believed that Peter 
was the primary source for Mark’s Gospel. 
 
Mark traveled with Sts. Paul and Barnabas to spread the 
Good News about Jesus. During his imprisonment in Rome, 
Paul mentions Mark’s concern for him and writes about 
how helpful Mark is in the ministry of helping others to 
believe in Jesus (Colossians. 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11). 
 
Mark founded the Church in Egypt and he became bishop of 
Alexandria, an important center of trade and power during 
ancient times. He died there sometime between the years 
68-74 AD as a martyr for his belief in Jesus. 
 
Mark’s Gospel is a lasting treasure for all believers. He 
wrote his Gospel to help people know that Jesus was the 
Son of God who suffered and died to save us from sin and 
death. When we read Mark’s Gospel, we learn that to be a 
follower of Jesus, we, too, must be willing to make 
sacrifices, to “take up our cross and follow” (Mark 8:34) 
Jesus as he asks us to do. 
 
The symbol for Mark is a lion with wings. That is because 
his Gospel begins with the story of John the Baptist, a 
“voice crying in the wilderness” (Mark 1:3), like the roaring 
of a lion. Lions are called the kings of the jungle. Mark’s 
Gospel tells us about Jesus’ royalty as God’s Son, a 
kingship we share through our Baptism. 
 
We celebrate Saint Mark’s feast day on April 25. His life 
and Gospel remind us to share the Good News about Jesus 
with others. 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

APRIL SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending April 18th  
 Week 43 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

4/18 
Wk. 43 

 
$2,815 

 
$864 

 
$5,769 

 
-$2,090 

YTD 
Wk. 43 

 
$169,167 

 
$89,227 

 
$248,067 

 
$10,327 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
While baptisms are generally 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at 
either of our churches, this is not 
possible due to restrictions related 
to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish office.  Parents are 
required to attend a formation session prior to the baptism; 
Godparents are welcome to attend as well. Please call the 
parish office for more information and to schedule your 
child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

2021 ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC APPEAL – 
DISCIPLES OF 
CHRIST, WITNESSES 
OF HOPE 

In today’s Gospel 
Jesus tells us, “I am 
the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the father; and I will lay down my life for 
the sheep.”  

Everyone is welcomed to the flock by Jesus. We, 
too, must act faithfully to reach out to all 
individuals, especially those who feel neglected 
or abandoned. As Jesus committed His life to 
being the “one shepherd”, we, too, must commit 
ourselves as Catholics, to providing service to all. 

There are several diocesan ministries and 
programs that offer help for those who feel 
estranged and marginalized by society. As 
baptized Christians, it is our shared 
responsibility to respond to Jesus’ command to 
love and serve one another. The Annual Catholic 
Appeal provides financial support for a wide 
range of spiritual, pastoral, and educational 
services that assist not only the poor and 
suffering, but anyone who seeks assistance 
regardless of age, race or social class. 

Many thanks to those who have responded to the 
2021 Annual Catholic Appeal; your generosity is 
deeply appreciated. If you have not yet 
participated you can contribute to the Appeal by 
using the pledge card and return envelope 
mailed to your home, by accessing the Appeal 
website at www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal and 
clicking “How to Donate” or by completing a 
pledge card located at the doors of the church.  It 
is never too late to help someone in need. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider 
using this contribution method.  Contact Mary Jo Frohlich 

with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are available 

by contacting the church office.   

PARISH NEWS 



      

I hope everyone had a chance to read the update in the bulletin last week from our Mary Jo, our Business 
Manager. If you missed it, you can review the bulletin online by going to our website (sacredparish.org). 

As more people return to in-person worship, which has been wonderful to see, I thought it a good time to 
review some of the protocols still in place due to Covid-19: 

 Our churches are open 20 minutes prior to the beginning of Mass 
 Everyone, except those with physical challenges, are asked to use the High Street door 

at Sacred Heart and the Main Street door at St. John; those will physical challenges 
may, of course, use the side entrances at each church where ramps are provided 

 Masks must be worn at all times in our churches (and the office as well); masks must 
cover both nose and mouth 

 Social distancing must be maintained by those who are not in a ‘pod’ and this includes 
while processing forward for communion 

 Please be aware of those who come in after you; if you see someone looking for a seat, 
and there is an opening next to you, please indicate this 

 For the reception of communion in the hand: keep your mask on until after the 
Eucharist has been placed in your hand and you have stepped to the side; then remove 
your mask, consume the Eucharist, replace your mask and return to your seat 

 For the reception of communion on the tongue: keep your mask on until after 
responding “amen” and then remove your mask and extend your tongue; replace mask 
immediately after receiving communion; those receiving on the tongue are asked to be 
last to communion as ministers are required, by diocesan policy, to sanitize their hands 
after each person who receives in this manner 

 At the end of liturgy, you may use any of the doors to exit church; when the weather 
cooperates please engage in conversation outdoors (remember, we have been asked to 
limit the amount of time we are in the building) 

 

I know there is a certain level of fatigue with Covid protocols but let us not get too relaxed or sloppy in 
following them. Our best chance at fighting this pandemic is to exercise an abundance of caution. 

Thank you to all who have made a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal. I am most grateful to you for 
your generosity and sacrifice.  Hopefully all households have, by now, received a letter about the Appeal 
and a pledge card. Pledge cards may be mailed directly to the diocese, placed in the baskets provided at 
church or dropped off at the office.  

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyous Easter season. 

Fr. Grasing 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER 
GRASING 



                                  Authorized
RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
ED & PENNY KELLY ~ NINA CONSTANDI 

Owners
410-778-2335 · Fax 410-778-2379

Email: peekent@intercom.net
Service & Parts: 1-800-4MY-HOME®

AND STAY POSITIVE!
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410-778-0123
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410-778-1600
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Drive-In Branch: 301 Morgnec Road · Chestertown, MD 21620

· Waterfront Weddings
· Tranquil & Relaxing
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(410) 639-2110
www.SpringCove.us

SPRING C OVE
MARINAMARINA

ROCK HALL MD
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5701 S Main St •  Rock Hall, MD

•  Quilting &  
Embroidery Supplies
•  Long Arm Quilting

•  Quilting & 

Village Quilting, LLC

Donna Olsen Mercer

God 
Bless

America 

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE 
NOW!

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT

IRREPRESSIBLE
TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU
TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!

130 Speer Road
Chestertown, MD
778-0055 or 2772 

6179 Rock Hall Road
Rock Hall, MD

639-2811 or 7887

Please Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.




