
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Rejoice in 
the Risen 

Lord. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   •  MAY 9, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 
 

 

 
 

For the Week of May 9th through 
May 16th  

 
Sunday 
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 Jn 
4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17  
Monday 
Acts 16:11-15; Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday 
Acts 16:22-34; Jn 16:5-11  
Wednesday 
Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Jn 16:12-15  
Thursday 
Acts 18:1-8; Jn 16:16-20 or The Ascension of the Lord  
Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13;  
Mk 16:15-20  
Friday  
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17 
Saturday 
Acts 18:23-28; Jn 16:23b-28Sunday 
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8  
Sunday 
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19 or 
The Ascension of the Lord, Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23 or  
Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13; Mk 16:15-20  
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, May 8th   
4:00 p.m.  Fritz McCall 

Sunday, May 9th  
8:00 a.m.  Mass for All Mothers 
10:00 a.m.  Mass for All Mothers 

Saturday, May 15th  
4:00 p.m. Kathryn Gannon 

Sunday, May 16th  
8:00 a.m. Michael McKiernan 
10:00 a.m. Patricia Moseman 

 
Mass will also be offered for Michael Ambrose and 

our parishioners, living and deceased during the 
week.  At this time these are private masses.  We 
will let you know when public weekday masses 

resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:    John 

Troffo, Valerie Lindyberg, 
Patricia Dana, Angela 

Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia Brooks, Alicia Bourne, 
Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph William, Millie 

Moseman, Benjamin Ellingsworth, Father Ted 
Tempel, and all those whose names appear in the 

PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS. 

***** 

NEW PARISHONERS:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently:  Anna Thomas of Rock 

Hall. We pray that you will become closer to God through 
your participation in our Faith Community. We look 

forward to getting to know you.  

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father 
Grasing after Mass.  Registration forms are available at 

the doors of the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  
For additional information, please call 410-778-3160, 

or go to sacredparish.org.   

 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

First Reading: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
Peter preaches to the Gentiles for the first time in the house of Cornelius. 

Peter realized that God would accept any person who acted uprightly, 
regardless of his or her heritage. Then the Holy Spirit descended on the 

Gentiles and Peter allowed them to be baptized in the name of Jesus. 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-10 
John advises all believers to love one another, for love is a gift from God. 

The person without love does not know God, whose love for us is so 
great he sent his only son so that we might have life through him. 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 
Jesus asks his disciples to live on in his love and to “Love one another as 

I have loved you.” He explains that he chose them to follow him, and 
promises if they keep his commandments they will have anything that 

they ask for in his name. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
John 15:9-17 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
The daily demands of family, home, and jobs make life very full 
and busy. But we need to answer Jesus’ invitation to widen the 

circle of love by caring for others and sharing with them the Good 
News of the Gospel. When our children see us taking time to 

reach out to others in need of God’s love and our love too, they 
come to know firsthand what it means to love one another as 

Jesus has loved us. Take some quiet time to think about those you 
could reach out to and draw into the circle of God’s love. Invite 

your family to join you in the effort to love others in the way that 
Jesus loves you. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks us to love others the way he has 
loved and continues to love us. It is easy to love those who love us 

in return. But what about those we find to be difficult to love? 
Invite family members to quietly think about those persons in 
their lives. Then, without naming names, brainstorm ways to 

show Jesus’ love to those who are difficult to love. Encourage 
each family member to put at least one idea into action in the 

coming week. 

Discussion Starters 
 

  1. One person who always makes me feel loved and welcomed is 
. . . 
  2. One person I know who needs to be invited into the circle of 
God’s love is . . . 
  3. One thing I can do to remain in God’s love is . . .    

***** 
 
FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going on in 
our parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  You can 
choose what info you would like to receive – via email or 
text message and you can unsubscribe at any time.  There 
are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 

subscribe to updates. 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  

Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but 
your carrier message and data rates may apply.  View 

privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
JULIAN OF 
NORWICH 
In the 14th century, a 
number of English men 
and women withdrew 
from the world. They 
lived alone as hermits or 
anchorites. Their 
hermitage, or cell, was a 
small room attached to a 
local church. Each room 
had two windows. One 
pierced the church wall. 
Through this window, the anchorite received 
communion. Through the second window, the 
anchorite received food brought to him or her by 
village people. 

As a young woman, Julian, who was born about 1342, 
became an anchorite at the Church of St. Edmund and 
St. Julian in Norwich. Until her death in about 1420, at 
the age of 78, Julian stayed in her simple room. Like 
most anchorites, she probably prayed, fasted, did 
penance, studied, sewed clothing for the poor, and 
advised the village people. 
 
But, like several other anchorites at that time, Julian 
also wrote a book, Revelations of Divine Love. In it, 
she described her 16 visions of Jesus. As she wrote this 
book about God’s great compassion for us, Julian 
developed a special vocabulary. She called the Creator 
our mother and our father. She called Jesus the 
Redeemer our brother. 
 
At the time of Julian’s death, people from all over 
Europe traveled to her room, or cell, to ask her advice. 
Everyone recognized that she was close to God. The 
Church never formally declared her a saint, but 
through the ages, people have called her “Blessed.” 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

MAY SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending May 2nd  
 Week 45 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

5/02 
Wk. 45 

 
$4,413 

 
$4,181 

 
$5,769 

 
$2,825 

YTD 
Wk. 45 

 
$176,800 

 
$94,272 

 
$259,605 

 
$11,467 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
While baptisms are generally 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at 
either of our churches, this is not 
possible due to restrictions related 
to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish office.  Parents are 
required to attend a formation session prior to the baptism; 
Godparents are welcome to attend as well. Please call the 
parish office for more information and to schedule your 
child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

2021 ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC APPEAL – 
DISCIPLES OF 
CHRIST, WITNESSES 
OF HOPE 

During this time each 
year, parishioners are 
invited to participate in the Diocese’s Annual 
Catholic Appeal. Funds from the Appeal help 
provide pastoral, charitable, and educational 
programs and services to tens of thousands of 
people in our 12-county Diocese.  As 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish we are proud 
to be part of the Church of Wilmington.  As 
members, it is important that we reach out and 
serve others by sharing our resources.  Just as 
we are one in the body of Christ, we must 
remember that we are one with other parishes 
and with our Diocese.  The Annual Catholic 
Appeal offers us the opportunity to work together 
to care for the Church by sharing the gifts God 
has granted us. 

Many thanks to those who have responded to the 
2021 Annual Catholic Appeal; your generosity is 
deeply appreciated. If you have not yet 
participated you can contribute to the Appeal by 
using the pledge card and return envelope 
mailed to your home, by accessing the Appeal 
website at www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal and 
clicking “How to Donate” or by completing a 
pledge card located at the doors of the church.  It 
is never too late to help someone in need. 

To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal 
visit the diocesan website at 
www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal. Consider 
viewing a brief video highlighting some of the 
supported ministries at 
https://youtu.be/1789oOHmTkg. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider 
using this contribution method.  Contact Mary Jo Frohlich 

with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are available 

by contacting the church office.   

 

PARISH NEWS 



As we celebrate the joys and challenges of motherhood let us be grounded in prayer. Mothers were blessed at our liturgies 
this weekend; the following blessing is provided for use at home. We are called to make our homes a “domestic church” 
where we continue to experience the presence of God in our lives. What we begin at Sunday Mass continues at home as 
the week unfolds. For households unaccustomed to gathering for prayer, Mother’s Day provides an excellent opportunity 
to begin such a practice. In the prayer that follows the Leader may be the spouse or perhaps the eldest child.  Another 
person serves as the Reader. 

[All make the sign of the cross as the leader begins.] 

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Leader: Praised be God our Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 

All: Now and forever, amen. 

Leader: We gather today asking God’s blessing upon this mother.  Let us first open our hearts and be attentive to the 
words of scripture.  

The Reader then proclaims the scripture (Mark 3:31-35). 

Leader: Christ is raised from the dead and is seated at the right hand of God as He intercedes for the Church.  Let us be 
one with Christ in prayer. 

Response: Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 

o For the Church, that she will strongly proclaim the dignity of all women, we pray… 
o For our world, that we will all learn to live together as children of God, we pray… 
o For all those who mourn the loss of a child, that they be strengthened and consoled by the peace of Christ, we 

pray… 
o For children who are abused, abandoned, neglected, and unloved, that our care for them will reflect the love of 

Jesus, we pray… 
o For all mothers who have died, that they be given rest in God’s kingdom, we pray… 
o For this woman whom we gather to bless, that she be uplifted in her vocation as mother by the power of the 

Spirit, we pray… 
 

All present place their hands on the mother who is to be blessed. 

Leader: Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, so you watch over your Church. Bless this 
woman, that she may be strengthened as a Christian mother. Let the example of her faith and love shine forth. May we 
always show her love, honor and a profound respect. Through Christ our Lord. All: Amen. 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader concludes: 

Leader: May God bless us, keep us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: Amen. 

Adapted from The Book of Blessings, The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN,1989. 

Wishing all mothers a blessed day and all deceased mothers eternal rest. 

Fr. Grasing 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER GRASING 
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