
SACRED HEART PARISH  

As the CDC, Kent County Health Office and the 
Diocese of Wilmington remind us there is a risk to 
entering public buildings at this time. Individuals are 
the primary protectors of their own health (CDOW: 
“Restoring Public Celebration of Mass”). 
 

To help reduce the risk of illness, please be mindful of 
the following: 
 

 The Bishop’s dispensation from Sunday Mass 
remains in effect 
 

 If you feel ill do not enter any parish facilities 
 

 At risk persons/those caring for at risk persons 
should refrain from attending liturgy 
 

 We are limited to one-third building capacity per 
order of the Bishop 
 

 Use High Street entrance (Sacred Heart) and 
Main Street (St. John) 
 

 You may leave through any door, maintaining 
social distance 
 

 Masks/face coverings (those over 2 years of age) 
must be worn while in church 
 

 Social distancing must be maintained at all times 
 

 Limit restroom use 

Rejoice in 
the Risen 

Lord. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all of our parish community. At this 
time we have been asked to suspend having hand-out 
materials in the bins at the doors of the Church. If 
you are new member, or if you need to make a 
change to your current registration, please visit or 
contact the Church office to obtain a registration 
form. Please return the forms to the Parish Office.  
Please note that registration is required for Baptism, 
Marriage, and participation in PREP. 

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 
 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD   •  MAY 16, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

St. John Church 
 

Catholic & Main Streets 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  



 

 
For the Week of May 16th  through 

May 23rd  
 
Sunday 
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19 or 
The Ascension of the Lord, Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23 or  
Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13; Mk 16:15-20  
Monday 
Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday 
Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a  
Wednesday 
Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19  
Thursday 
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26  
Friday  
Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday 
Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Jn 21:20- 
Sunday 
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 
or Jl 3:1-5; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9; Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b; 
Ez 37:1-14; Jl 3:1-5; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
Day: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25; 
Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27, 16:12-15 
 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

Saturday, May 15th  
       4:00 p.m.   Kathryn Gannon 

Sunday, May 16th  
       8:00 a.m.   Michael McKiernan  
      10:00 a.m.  Patricia Moseman 

Saturday, May 22nd  
        4:00 p.m.  Marie Gruber 

Sunday, May 23rd  
        8:00 a.m.  For Our Parishioners 
        10:00 a.m. Elizabeth Draper Brice 

 
Mass will also be offered for our parishioners, 

living and deceased during the week.  At this time 
these are private masses.  We will let you know 

when public weekday masses resume. 

 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK AND DECEASED OF 

THE PARISH:  Remember 
in your prayers the sick of 
the parish:    John Troffo, 

Valerie Lindyberg, Patricia 
Dana, Angela Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia Brooks, 

Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, Millie Moseman, Benjamin Ellingsworth, 

Father Ted Tempel, Adam Voshell, and all those 
whose names appear in the PARISH BOOK OF 

INTENTIONS. 

***** 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Sacred Heart Church is open 
for private prayer from 9:00 a.m. until noon 

Monday through Friday.  The Chapel will not be 
available.  

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father 
Grasing after Mass.  Registration forms are available at 

the doors of the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  
For additional information, please call 410-778-3160, 

or go to sacredparish.org.   

 

 

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11  
Jesus had appeared many times to His disciples after His resurrection. On 

this final occasion, Jesus’ departing message is that they will soon 
receive the Holy Spirit to strengthen them in their work. No sooner does 

He say this, he is taken up to heaven before their eyes. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 
Paul prays that God may grant wisdom and enlightenment to the 

Ephesians so that they may know the great hope to which they are called. 
Every power has been given to Christ who now reigns in heaven. He is 

the “head of the church, which is His body.” 

Gospel: Mark 16:15-20 
Jesus told His disciples to go and spread the gospel to every creature, to 
the world. Jesus also spoke of the signs that will accompany those who 
believe in Christ. After He spoke with them, He was taken into heaven 

and took His seat the right hand of God. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Mark 16:15-20 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
We don't need to go to the four corners of the earth to be 

missionaries. We are called as parents to the same mission 
as the apostles. We are the first and most significant 

teachers of our children. We bring them to baptism and 
show them the Good News. Not only our actions speak to 
our children about what we believe and how we hope they 
live Christian lives, but our efforts to prepare them for the 
sacraments and come to the Lord's table every week helps 

them know the full depth of our faith. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

During the past weeks we have been reminded often by 
Jesus that he will not leave us alone. Sometimes it's hard to 

explain to children where someone is who we can't see. 
Like the people in the early Church we have faith, but we 
also have doubt. As if it were a scavenger hunt, let family 

members look for places they find Jesus this week. In what 
way can your family help others know Jesus' presence? 

Discussion Starters 
 

1. I need Jesus with me especially when . . . 
2. I know how the disciples felt when Jesus left them. I 
remember someone leaving . . . 
3. I think I would have been a great missionary because . . .   

***** 
 
FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going on in 
our parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  You can 
choose what info you would like to receive – via email or 
text message and you can unsubscribe at any time.  There 
are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 

subscribe to updates. 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  

Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but 
your carrier message and data rates may apply.  View 

privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
ISIDORE THE FARMER 

The other farmhands thought 
Isidore was lazy and caused them 
extra work. Like them, Isidore 
was a day laborer on a wealthy 
estate in Madrid, Spain, about a 
thousand years ago. Because 
Isidore took time to go to Mass 
before coming to work, the other 
farmers thought they were doing 
some of his share of the work. 
They didn’t like that. Little did they know that Isidore did have 
some extra help, but it wasn’t them! 

After hearing his farmhands complain about this praying worker, 
the land owner, Juan de Vargas, went to see what the trouble was 
all about. To his surprise, he saw two angels guiding the plow. If 
the angels weren’t doing all the plowing in Isidore’s absence, they 
stood next to him and plowed along side. This way Isidore did 
more than twice the work he could have on his own, and while he 
was at Mass, his work was getting done, too. Juan believed in the 
miracle he saw, and he and would come to see more in his 
lifetime. He believed that Isidore saved his daughter’s life. He 
also believed that Isidore saved the life of a horse that was very 
important for the farming. 

Whether or not all these miracles actually happened, we cannot 
know. But for sure we know that Isidore was deeply devoted to 
God and showed many others how God is always by our side. 
Nothing got in the way of his praying to God and worshiping. 

Around the year 1070, Isidore was born to poor framers near 
Madrid in Spain. Although his family was poor, they loved and 
served God. Isidore and his family believed that it was important 
to show love for God by helping others. They often gave away 
what little they had because someone else needed it more. Isidore 
had a special affection for animals. He fed and cared for them, 
too. 

Isidore met a young woman, Maria Torribia, who also loved God 
deeply. They married and had a son, but the child died 
unexpectedly. Maria and Isidore decided not to try to have any 
other children because they thought God was calling them to a 
different kind of life. Although they always loved each other, they 
spent their time caring for those in need and praising God. Maria 
also became a saint. 

Isidore died in 1130 and was canonized in 1622. He and Maria are 
still very popular in Spain. The Spanish have a dance that honors 
Isidore and Maria. They also have processions that are used to 
bless their fields and animals. The Spanish believe that these two 
saints are very important to the success of their harvests. He is 
often called St. Isidore the Farmer or St. Isidore the Laborer and is 
the patron saint of farmers in the United States. 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

MAY SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending May 9th  
 Week 46 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

5/09 
Wk. 46 

 
$3,437 

 
$1,814 

 
$5,769 

 
-$518 

YTD 
Wk. 46 

 
$180,237 

 
$96,086 

 
$265,344 

 
$10,979 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
While baptisms are generally 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at 
either of our churches, this is not 
possible due to restrictions related 
to COVID-19.  Baptisms are now 
celebrated outside of Mass and may 
be scheduled by calling the parish office.  Parents are 
required to attend a formation session prior to the baptism; 
Godparents are welcome to attend as well. Please call the 
parish office for more information and to schedule your 
child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

2021 ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC APPEAL – 
DISCIPLES OF 
CHRIST, WITNESSES 
OF HOPE 

During this time each 
year, parishioners are 
invited to participate in the Diocese’s Annual 
Catholic Appeal. Funds from the Appeal help 
provide pastoral, charitable, and educational 
programs and services to tens of thousands of 
people in our 12-county Diocese.  As 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish we are proud 
to be part of the Church of Wilmington.  As 
members, it is important that we reach out and 
serve others by sharing our resources.  Just as 
we are one in the body of Christ, we must 
remember that we are one with other parishes 
and with our Diocese.  The Annual Catholic 
Appeal offers us the opportunity to work together 
to care for the Church by sharing the gifts God 
has granted us. 

Many thanks to those who have responded to the 
2021 Annual Catholic Appeal; your generosity is 
deeply appreciated. If you have not yet 
participated you can contribute to the Appeal by 
using the pledge card and return envelope 
mailed to your home, by accessing the Appeal 
website at www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal and 
clicking “How to Donate” or by completing a 
pledge card located at the doors of the church.  It 
is never too late to help someone in need. 

To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal 
visit the diocesan website at 
www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal. Consider 
viewing a brief video highlighting some of the 
supported ministries at 
https://youtu.be/1789oOHmTkg. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider 
using this contribution method.  Contact Mary Jo Frohlich 

with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are available 

by contacting the church office.   

 

PARISH NEWS 



Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, a transitional feast that 
prepares the Church to move forward without the physical presence of the 
Jesus the disciples had come to know, love and in whom they put their hope. 
While many of us grew up speaking of Ascension Thursday the transfer of this 
feast to Sunday calls us to think of the Ascension in a different way. The day of 
the week is not what is important. What we celebrate—the post-resurrection 
Jesus returning to the Father—is our focus. When the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops allowed this feast to be transferred to a 
Sunday, they were clearly stating that this event is so important that the entire 
community should be present to celebrate it.  We all know that in our culture it 
is increasingly difficult to celebrate Mass on holy days. By transferring this 
feast, a greater number of the faithful have the opportunity to gather and 
celebrate this integral part of the Easter mystery. 

 

Please continue to pray for Bishop Malooly who, now retired, is the Apostolic 
Administrator of the Diocese of Wilmington. His being named Apostolic 
Administrator is concurrent with the Holy Father naming Bishop-elect Koenig 
as the tenth Bishop of Wilmington.  Msgr. Koenig, of the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre, will become our bishop when he is ordained a bishop in Wilmington in 
July.  Let us keep him in our prayers as he prepares to be our shepherd. 

 

Next week the Easter season concludes with the Feast of Pentecost, the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the nascent Church and the Church 
throughout the ages up to our own day. Consider wearing red next weekend to 
honor the Spirit! 

 

At this period of transition let us take time this week to pray for a new 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our Church, our Diocese and our parish. 

 

In the peace of the Risen Christ, 

Fr. Grasing 

 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER GRASING 
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