
SACRED HEART PARISH  

Current Guidelines 
 

 If you are feeling ill, please do not enter 
any parish facility 

 You may use all doors to enter/exit 
church 

 Worship aids may be left in the pew at the 
end of Mass 

 Please limit restroom use 

 In each of our churches there is a section 
set up with 3 foot social distancing for 
those who feel more comfortable with a 
bit of space; in Sacred Heart this is the 
section nearest the side door where the 
ramp is located and in St. John this is the 
first several pews on the left side of the 
church 

 Sacred Heart Church is open for personal 
prayer from 8am – Noon, Monday 
through Friday (except holidays) 

Go and make  
disciples 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all to our parish community.  
Parish Registration Cards for new members 
are available at the doors of the Church.  
These can also be used for updates if there are 
changes to family information.  Please return 
them to the Parish Office.  Please note that 
registration is required for Baptism, Marriage, 
and participation in PREP.  

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Cherylin Bennek, Religious Ed. Admin.   
religioused@sacredparish.org / 410-778-4650 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  •  DECEMBER 12, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

Monday through Thursday: 8:30 am 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
 

Catholic Ave. & Main Street 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 8:00 am  

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 



 

 
For the Week of December 12th through 

December 19th  
 
Sunday 
Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 
Monday 
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday 
Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; 
Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday 
Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30 
Friday  
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
Saturday 
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 
Sunday 
Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 

Saturday, December 11th  
4:00 p.m.  Ed Tinucci 

Sunday, December 12th  
8:00 a.m.      Our Parishioners,  
                          Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Ed Tinucci 

Monday December 13th  
 8:30 a.m. Rita Duell 
Tuesday, December 14th  
 8:30 a.m.  
Wednesday, December 15th  
 8:30 a.m  
Thursday, December 16th  
 8:30 a.m. Ann Marie Pynn 
Saturday, December 18th    

4:00 p.m. Marie Gruber 
Sunday, December 19th  

8:00 a.m. Our Parishioners,  
                          Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m.    Willmer Moseman 

 

 
Critical Needs Update 

Sacred Heart Church has a new HVAC system 
and flat roof… feel the warmth! It is so nice to 
be back at Sacred Heart Church for Mass. The 

staff has returned to the church office. 

At St. John, several stained glass windows have 
been repaired and replaced and others have been 

removed for repair at Epiphany Studio in 
Virginia.  We anticipate completion of all the 

stained glass windows by February 2022. 

Thanks to everyone who has given to the Critical 
Needs Fund.   A letter went out after 

Thanksgiving as a reminder to those who have 
not yet participated in the campaign.   Have a 
blessed Advent as we prepare ourselves for 

Christ’s birth! 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
Zephaniah urges the people of Jerusalem to rejoice because the 

Lord is in their midst. He conveys the message that God will love 
and protect those who have remained faithful to him. 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
Paul encourages the Philippians to be ready for Christ. He tells 
them not to worry about their concerns, but to instead ask God's 

help and allow his peace to fill their hearts and minds. 

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18 
John the Baptist answers people who ask him what they should 
do, leading some to believe he was the Messiah. John clearly 

states that he will be followed by one so powerful that "I am not 
fit to loosen his sandal strap." 

 MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Luke 3:10-18 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
This Gospel highlights several Christian values that are 
learned in the home—generosity, fairness, truthfulness, 
and contentment with what you have. Take some time 

today to think about each of these values. How are 
your children learning these values through your 

example? How can you make these values more a part 
of your family life as Christmas nears? 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

At this halfway point in Advent, choose as a family 
one way you can share what you have with others. 

Perhaps you can donate gently used coats and sweaters 
or new hats and mittens to a local shelter. If your 

parish food pantry is in need of donations, go grocery 
shopping and help meet the need for food. If you are a 

musically gifted family, plan to carol in your 
neighborhood or at a local care facility. 

Discussion Starters 
 

1. Something that I have more than enough of is . 
. . 

2. I can share the extra that I have with . . . 
3. Something that is hard for me to share is . .  

  

FAITH ENVIRONMENT/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
 

Ever heard of For the Sake of God’s Children? It is the 
safe environment program of the Diocese of 
Wilmington, designed to keep young people 

participating in ministry around the diocese free from 
harm. Participants include the Bishop, all priests, 

deacons, seminarians, religious brothers and sisters and 
all lay employees and volunteers. For more 

information visit www.cdow.org and click the FSGC 
logo. 

LUCY OF SYRACUSE 

 
Lucy lived so long ago that 
many details of her life are 
unknown to us. We do know 
that she came from the island 
of Sicily and that she died in 
the year 304. We have proof 
that she was beloved by the 
early Christians because her 
name is prayed in the first 
Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. 
 
There are many stories and legend about this young 
woman. Tradition tells us that she decided to never 
marry. Instead, she made up her mind to devote her life 
entirely to prayer and service to the Lord. Her mother 
tried to arrange for Lucy to marry a pagan man, but 
Lucy refused and gave the money her mother had 
saved for her dowry away to the poor. The scorned 
man suspected that Lucy had refused him because she 
was a Christian. 
 
Being a follower of Christ in Sicily was a crime. 
Someone—perhaps the man she would not marry—
reported Lucy to the governor. Lucy was arrested. 
Even though she was tortured, she refused to give up 
her belief in Christ. She was sentenced to death and 
martyred for her love of the Lord. 
 
The Church honors Lucy as a saint, and she is the 
patron saint of those who are blind or vision-impaired. 
Her name means “light.” When we think of Lucy, we 
can remember that she teaches us to follow Jesus, the 
light of the world. She lived these words of Christ: 
“Your light must shine before others, so that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father” 
(Matthew 5:16). 
 
In some Scandinavian countries, young girls still dress 
as St. Lucy on her feast day. They wear wreaths with 
candles on their heads and serve pastries and coffee to 
their families. In Italy there are special pastries and 
foods that mark her feast day. 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

DECEMBER  SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week ending December 5th  
 Week 24 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 

St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/05 
Wk. 24 

 
$4,542 

 
$5,086 

 
$6,346 

 
$3,282 

YTD 
Wk. 24 

 
$100,422 

 
$50,073 

 
$152,304 

 
-$1,809 

 
 

This year our parish once 
again has supported our 

local community through 
donations to the “Giving 

Tree”.  If you have taken an ornament from the tree, 
please read it for information about the recipient, 

purchase and wrap the gifts and attach the ornament 
securely to the outside of the gifts.  Please place gifts 
under the tree.  All packages must be received by 

Sunday, December 12, 2019.  Your generous giving 
allows us to bring Christmas cheer to many families!  
For questions or to volunteer to help with this project, 

please contact Ann Anderson at   410-778-4243 or 
wmandersonfamily@verizon.net. 

   

***** 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 

weekly financial commitment to the Parish using 
Electronic Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging 

everyone to consider using this contribution method.  
Contact  Mary Jo Frohlich with any questions at 410-
778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign up 

forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While baptisms are 
generally celebrated at a weekend 
liturgy at either of our churches, this 
is not possible due to restrictions 
related to COVID-19.  Baptisms are 
now celebrated outside of Mass and 
may be scheduled by calling the 
parish office.  Parents are required 
to attend a formation session prior to 
the baptism; Godparents are welcome to attend as well. 
Please call the parish office for more information and to 
schedule your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact 
the parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year in 
advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held until the 
bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to 
schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only those 
in danger of death may be visited until further notice.  We 
will return to our regular practice of sending Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick as soon as 
possible. 

***** 

Father John Grasing is on a medical leave 
of absence.  Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support for Father Grasing. 
Bishop Koenig has named Father Patrick 
Bergquist as the temporary administrator 
of Sacred Heart Parish.  We are grateful to 

Father Bergquist for assisting us in our 
time of need. 

 

PARISH NEWS 



 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF THE PARISH:  
Remember in your prayers the sick of the parish:     
Valerie Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, Eugenia Brooks, 

Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, Millie Moseman, Benjamin Ellingsworth, 
Father Ted Tempel, Adam Voshell, Bob and Donna 

House, Virginia Ellingsworth, Helena Perry, and  
Angela Willmer. 

***** 

FLOCKNOTES:  Do you want to know what’s going on in our 
parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  It’s easy.  You can choose what 
info you would like to receive – via email or text message and you 
can unsubscribe at any time.  There are two easy ways to connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to subscribe 

to updates. 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  Text 

HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but your 
carrier message and data rates may apply.  View privacy policy 

and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt. 
 

***** 
Visit the Crèche 

The Christmas crèche is an object of devotion. Plan to 
draw near to it this Christmas season and offer a prayer 

to the Holy Child. So as to provide a separate space 
from the celebration of Mass 
and not distract from it, the 
crèche is once again located 

in the gathering space at 
Sacred Heart and the Catholic 

Avenue foyer at Saint John.  Make a short 
“pilgrimage” there. You can wander among the 

shepherds, animals and on January 6, the wise men.  
You may be interested to know that in St. Peter’s in 
Rome a fully populated Nativity scene is placed in 

another part of the basilica from the high altar and in 
the square outside so that the faithful can journey to it 

for devotion. 

Ref: “The Book of Blessings”; U.S . bishops’ 
conference guidelines on church buildings “Built of 

Living Stones” 

 

 
HELP NEEDED:  The Art and Environment team 
needs evergreens to create a welcoming Christmas 
environment inside and outside our churches.  We can 
use evergreens such as cedar, fir, pine, spruce, juniper, 
yew.  If you have any that could use a gentle pruning, 
please bring cut branches to Sacred Heart churchyard 
(on the grass next to the dumpster) the weekend of 
December 11/12 or any time prior to December 
17th. Thank you! 

 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

 
Wednesday, December 8th 

Immaculate Conception 
8:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart 

7:00 p.m. at St. John 
 

Friday, December 24th: 
4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart 

6:00 p.m. at St. John 
 

Saturday, December 25th: 
9:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart 

(Please note there will be no 4:00 p.m. mass) 
 

Friday, December 31st: 
5:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart 

 
Saturday, January 1st: 

9:00 a.m. at St. John  
 

December 4/5; December 11/12; December 
18/19; December 26th; and January 1st/2nd - 
Liturgy will be celebrated at regular mass 
times:  Saturdays - Sacred Heart 4:00 p.m.; 

Sundays - St. John 8:00 a.m. and Sacred Heart 
10:00 a.m. 

 

PARISH NEWS…..continued 



410 · 778 · 3779
www.csrealtors.com

Joe Hickman
Parishioner

Robert A. Altieri
President, CEO

410-778-1600
Main Office: 245 High Street · Chestertown, MD 21620

Drive-In Branch: 301 Morgnec Road · Chestertown, MD 21620

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

                                  Authorized
RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
ED & PENNY KELLY ~ NINA CONSTANDI 

Owners
410-778-2335 · Fax 410-778-2379

Email: peekent@intercom.net
Service & Parts: 1-800-4MY-HOME®

For All Your Party Needs
410-778-0123

2 Washington Square · Chestertown

A86925 (CK) - Sacred Heart / St. John, Chestertown For Advertising Information Call: (800) 883-4343 •  Bon Venture Services, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

· Waterfront Weddings
· Tranquil & Relaxing
· Breathtaking Sunsets

(410) 639-2110
www.SpringCove.us

410-639-4101
5701 S Main St •  Rock Hall, MD

•  Quilting &  
Embroidery Supplies
•  Long Arm Quilting

•  Quilting & 

Village Quilting, LLC

Donna Olsen Mercer

130 Speer Road
Chestertown, MD

778-0055 or 2772 

6179 Rock Hall Road
Rock Hall, MD

639-2811 or 7887

Please Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

ELIMINATE 
GUARANTEED

www.dependablepestmanagement.com
Annual, Monthly, Quarterly Service Programs

Termite, Pest & Wildlife Control
We ELIMINATE Your Problem, GUARANTEED!

410-778-5658

KRISTINA HYLAND
REALTOR®

Cell 410-725-9225
Office 410-778-0330
114 S. Cross Street, Suite B
Chestertown, MD 21620

Coldwell Banker Chesapeake Real EstateColdwell Banker Chesapeake Real Estate

We are local in Easton and work on all  
makes and models of home appliances!

MDApplianceRepairLLC.com
866-629-0917

MARYLAND APPLIANCE 
REPAIR, LLC

Cross Street Food & Garden

105 W Cross Street •  Galena
410.648.5354

Open 7 Days 9:00am - 7:00pm

410.648.5354

Open 7 Days 9:00am - 7:00pm
Seasonal Plants •  Fresh Produce

Natural Foods •  Quality Meats

Requests you do something or face consequences.
Suggests you do something by a specific time.

Includes a link asking you for personal information.
Uses urgent or threatening language.

Includes spelling mistakes. 

If you’ve lost money to a phone scam or have information 
about the company or scammer who called you, 

report it at ReportFraud.ftc.gov

consumer.ftc.gov/features/scam-alerts

For more information on common scams,
please visit




