
SACRED HEART PARISH  

Current Guidelines 
 

 If you are feeling ill, please do not enter 
any parish facility 

 You may use all doors to enter/exit 
church 

 Worship aids may be left in the pew at the 
end of Mass 

 Please limit restroom use 

 In each of our churches there is a section 
set up with 3 foot social distancing for 
those who feel more comfortable with a 
bit of space; in Sacred Heart this is the 
section nearest the side door where the 
ramp is located and in St. John this is the 
first several pews on the left side of the 
church 

 Sacred Heart Church is open for personal 
prayer from 8am – Noon, Monday 
through Friday (except holidays) 

Go and make  
disciples 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all to our parish community.  
Parish Registration Cards for new members 
are available at the doors of the Church.  
These can also be used for updates if there are 
changes to family information.  Please return 
them to the Parish Office.  Please note that 
registration is required for Baptism, Marriage, 
and participation in PREP.  

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon  
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Office   
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Cherylin Bennek, Religious Ed. Admin.   
religioused@sacredparish.org / 410-778-4650 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  •  DECEMBER 26, 2021 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

Monday through Thursday: 8:30 am 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
 

Catholic Ave. & Main Street 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 8:00 am  

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 



 

 
For the Week of December 26th  through 

January 2nd

 
Sunday 
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52 
Monday 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Thursday 
1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Friday  
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
First Saturday 
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Sunday 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
 

***** 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 

Saturday, December 25th  
9:00 a.m. (SH)   For Our Parishioners 

Please note – there is no 4:00 mass on 12/25 
Sunday, December 26th  

8:00 a.m.      For Our Parishioners 
10:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners 

Monday December 27th  
 8:30 a.m. Bernard and Joanne Gillespie 
Tuesday, December 28th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Wednesday, December 29th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Thursday, December 30th  
 8:30 a.m. Communion Service  
Friday, December 31st    

5:00 p.m. (SH)   Mary Ann Abeska 
Saturday, January 1st  
 9:00 a.m. (SJ)    For Our Parishioners 
 4:00 p.m.     Victor Lee  
Sunday, January 2nd  

8:00 a.m. Robert and Mary Ruth Resele 
10:00 a.m.    Frederick McCall 

 

Critical Needs Update 
Sacred Heart Church has a new HVAC system and flat 

roof… feel the warmth! It is so nice to be back at Sacred 
Heart Church for Mass. The staff has returned to the      

church office. 

At St. John, several stained glass windows have been 
repaired and replaced and others have been removed for 

repair at Epiphany Studio in Virginia.  We anticipate 
completion of all the stained glass windows by          

February 2022. 

Thanks to everyone who has given to the Critical Needs 
Fund.   A letter went out after Thanksgiving as a reminder 

to those who have not yet participated in the 
campaign.   Have a blessed Advent as we prepare ourselves 

for Christ’s birth! 

 

CHURCH OFFICES:  Please note that Church offices 
will be closed on Thursday and Friday, December       

30th and 31st.   

 

 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

First Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Sirach emphasizes the importance of honoring one’s parents. He 
explains that spiritual riches will come to those who are kind to 

their mother and father. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21 
Paul advises us to treat each other with kindness and mercy and to 
forgive as God forgives us. His words remind families to always 
love and respect one another and let Christ’s peace reign in their 

hearts and in their homes. 

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
When Jesus was twelve years old, the Holy Family traveled to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. Jesus did not return with the 
company. Instead, he stayed in Jerusalem, sitting among the 

teachers while amazing them with his understanding and 
questions. When found by his concerned parents, Jesus reminded 

them that he must be in the house of his Father. Returning 
together, Mary kept these things in her heart. 

 MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Luke 2:41-52 

 
Reflection for Parents 

 
Parents who have lost track of a child, even for a few 

minutes, can understand the anxiety Mary and Joseph must 
have felt when they realized that Jesus was not with them. 

Like most children, Jesus seemed rather nonplussed about it 
all. While most parents strive to do their best at keeping 

track of their children and keeping their children safe from 
harm, there will be times of anxiety, confusion, and worry 
along the way. As a parent, pray daily for God’s protection 

for your children and for all children of the world—
especially those in harm’s way. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

The word holy means “connected to God.” Today, take a 
family inventory of how you are staying connected to God. 
Decide as a family one way you can become a more holy 

family by deepening your connection to God in the coming 
year. Perhaps you will say grace together at every meal, 

whether at home or in a restaurant. Maybe you will increase 
your donations to the parish food pantry or clothes closet. 
Or maybe you will take the time to pray together each day 

before leaving for school or work. 

Discussion Starters 

1. A time when I was lost and frightened was . . . 
2. I think our family is holy because . . . 
3. A gift I give to our family is . . . 

 

Children’s Religious Education 
Volunteer help is needed for substitute catechists/aides. 
Two catechists are needed in every classroom at all times. 
We need volunteers to be present in the classroom when a 

catechist calls in sick or is on vacation.  If you love children 
and can help in these situations, please contact Cherylin 

Bennek, Religious Education Administrative Assistant  at 
religioused@sacredparish.org or call 410-778-4650.          

Thank you! 
 

 
STEPHEN THE MARTYR 

 
On Christmas Day, we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus. The next day we 
celebrate the birth of Stephen. But 

Stephen's is a different kind of 
birth; it is his birth into eternal life. 
Death brought life for him. He is 
the first martyr of the Christian 

Church. 
 

In the beginning of the Church, its members were 
Jews. Many of these Jews lived in Palestine, but others 

lived in distant cities around the Mediterranean Sea. 
We call them “Hellenized” Jews. As adults, many of 

them came to Jerusalem to live. 
 

Among these Hellenized Jews was Stephen. (He may 
have come from Alexandria in Egypt.) Hearing the 
preaching of the apostles in Jerusalem, he came to 

believe in Christ Jesus. 
 

As the early Church grew, the apostles made an 
important decision. Preaching kept them busy, but 

many of their followers needed food and clothing. So 
the apostles selected seven people to collect and 

distribute these necessities. Stephen was one of the 
seven, who were known as deacons. 

 
God filled Stephen with grace and power. He did good, 
just as Jesus had done. But around the year 34-35 AD, 
some Hellenized Jews felt that Stephen rejected God 
when he accepted Jesus. So they dragged Stephen out 

of Jerusalem and began to stone him. 
 

As he died, Stephen said, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” Praying for those who were stoning him, he 

said, “Lord, do not hold this against them.” With these 
words, Stephen died. In life as in death, he truly 

followed Jesus. 
 

St. Stephen is the patron saint of stoneworkers. 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

DECEMBER  SAINTS 



 

OFFERTORY TOTALS FOR THE WEEKEND 
OF DECEMBER 18TH/19TH WILL BE POSTED IN 

NEXT WEEKEND’S BULLETIN. 

***** 
 
Father John Grasing is on a medical leave 
of absence.  Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support for Father Grasing. 
Bishop Koenig has named Father Patrick 
Bergquist as the temporary administrator 
of Sacred Heart Parish.  We are grateful to 

Father Bergquist for assisting us in our 
time of need.  

 
***** 

REMEMBERING THE SICK OF THE PARISH:  
Remember in your prayers the sick of the parish:     
Valerie Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, Eugenia Brooks, 

Alicia Bourne, Tom Blum, Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, Millie Moseman, Benjamin Ellingsworth, 
Father Ted Tempel, Adam Voshell, Bob and Donna 

House, Virginia Ellingsworth, Helena Perry, Jon 
Hanley, and  Angela Willmer. 

Dear Sacred Heart Family, 

 
As we prepare for the celebration of the Incarnation 
of our Lord, please know that you are in my 
prayers. The Lord continues to be good to me, 
sending forth the Spirit of healing and peace. I am 
confident that God will shower upon each of you 
whatever gifts you need to celebrate these days 
with joyfulness and great festivity. 
 
Thank you for the cards and notes. Your 
encouragement is greatly appreciated and has 
contributed to the healing work that is being done 
in my life. 

May the coming of the Word Made Flesh, the Light 
of the World, warm your hearts and homes during 
the Christmas season and throughout the year. 
 
Fr. Grasing 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM While baptisms are 
generally celebrated at a weekend 
liturgy at either of our churches, this 
is not possible due to restrictions 
related to COVID-19.  Baptisms are 
now celebrated outside of Mass and 
may be scheduled by calling the 
parish office.  Parents are required to 
attend a formation session prior to the 
baptism; Godparents are welcome to attend as well. Please 
call the parish office for more information and to schedule 
your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please contact the 
parish office to make an appointment to celebrate the 
sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our churches 
must contact the parish office at least one year in advance of 
the proposed date.  No date may be held until the bride and 
groom meet with the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with directives 
from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable to schedule 
visits in health care or home settings.  Only those in danger of 
death may be visited until further notice.  We will return to our 
regular practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion to the sick as soon as possible. 

***** 
NEW PARISHONERS:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently: Wilson and Bridget 

Campbell of Chestertown.   We pray that you will become 
closer to God through your participation in our Faith 

Community. We look forward to getting to know you. 
Welcome! 

***** 

Giving Tree 2021 
Thanks to everyone who 
participated in this year’s 
Giving Tree.  Through your 
generosity, we were able to 
provide gifts for 124 children, teens, and adults in 33 
families.  The Elks Club provided a box of food for 
each family which we distributed with the gifts.  
Together we can do great things! 

PARISH NEWS 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER 
GRASING 



From the desk of 
Deacon John: 

Greetings: 
 
As you know, we have 
made every effort since Covid began, to broadcast our 
Liturgies each week via Facebook Live.  Many people - 
parishioners and visitors alike have benefited from and 
come to depend on this technology.  We have been able to 
accomplish this with a very small group of people.  But, 
since we want very much to continue this work indefinitely, 
the task has risen to the level of needing more help. We will 
add a new ministry named "Video Streamer"to our MSP 
schedule for your convenience..  
 
You can help. 

 The parish has purchased a camera system that is 
easy to use, and we are buying a small Ipad to 
integrate with the cameras - making this as 
simple as possible. 

 We will Livestream each week from the 8 a.m. 
Liturgy in Rock Hall (the internet is the strongest 
there and that is vital to a good signal). 

 We will provide UNLIMITED training until you 
are comfortable with the steps to (1) turn on the 
cameras, (2) start the feed, (3) switch the camera 
view at a few points in the Mass, and then (4) 
turn it off at the end. (it really is that simple). 

 Because of the nature of this ministry, we will need 
100% coverage - since an absence will result in 
no broadcast but, as you know, the ministry 
program has a simple process for getting a 
substitute. 

 It would be great if we could assemble 6 to 12 
volunteers so as to have good coverage and 
reasonable frequency for service.

 IMPORTANT - If you are already a Eucharistic 
Minister or a Lector, you can STILL be on this 
ministry team - EVEN IF you are serving that 
day in the other ministry.  So, if you are a Lector 
on a particular day at St. John, you can STILL be 
the camera volunteer - it will not interfere. 

 The only detail is you will need to sit in a spot near 
the front row that will be reserved for this 
ministry.

 Feel free to call me directly at 240-517-4186 if you 
have questions.  

Thank you for your consideration.  Thank you also for all 
that you have already done for our parish family.  It does 
not go unnoticed. May God bless you and be assured of my 
prayers. 

 
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE 

 
Friday, December 24th: 
4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart 

6:00 p.m. at St. John 
 

Saturday, December 25th: 
9:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart 

(Please note there will be no 4:00 p.m. mass) 
 

Friday, December 31st: 
5:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart 

 
Saturday, January 1st: 

9:00 a.m. at St. John  
 

December 26th; and January 1st/2nd - Liturgy will 
be celebrated at regular mass times:  Saturdays 
- Sacred Heart 4:00 p.m.; Sundays - St. John 8:00 

a.m. and Sacred Heart 10:00 a.m. 

***** 
 

Visit the Crèche 

The Christmas crèche is an object of devotion. Plan to 
draw near to it this Christmas season and offer a prayer 

to the Holy Child. So as to provide a separate space 
from the celebration of Mass 
and not distract from it, the 
crèche is once again located 

in the gathering space at 
Sacred Heart and the Catholic 

Avenue foyer at Saint John.  Make a short 
“pilgrimage” there. You can wander among the 

shepherds, animals and on January 6, the wise men.  
You may be interested to know that in St. Peter’s in 
Rome a fully populated Nativity scene is placed in 

another part of the basilica from the high altar and in 
the square outside so that the faithful can journey to it 

for devotion. 

Ref: “The Book of Blessings”; U.S . bishops’ 
conference guidelines on church buildings “Built of 

Living Stones” 

 

PARISH NEWS…..continued 
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130 Speer Road
Chestertown, MD
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They Support Our Parish

ELIMINATE 
GUARANTEED
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410-778-5658
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Cross Street Food & Garden
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410.648.5354
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