
SACRED HEART PARISH  

Current Guidelines 
 

 If you are feeling ill, please do not enter 
any parish facility 

 MASK REQUIREMENTS: 
Masks are not required. If you are not 
fully vaccinated, we encourage you to 
wear a mask during Mass, covering your 
mouth and nose.  Thank you. 

 You may use all doors to enter/exit 
church 

 Please limit restroom use 

 In each of our churches there is a section 
set up with 3 foot social distancing for 
those who feel more comfortable with a 
bit of space; in Sacred Heart this is the 
section nearest the side door where the 
ramp is located and in St. John this is the 
first several pews on the left side of the 
church 

 

Prayer, Fasting, 
Almsgiving 

beginning next 
weekend. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all to our parish community.  
Parish Registration Cards for new members 
are available at the doors of the Church.  
These can also be used for updates if there are 
changes to family information.  Please return 
them to the Parish Office.  Please note that 
registration is required for Baptism, Marriage, 
and participation in PREP.  

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. John A. Grasing, Pastor 
jgrasing@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

John L. Davis, Deacon 
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Business Manager 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 

Cherylin Bennek, Religious Education Administrative 
Assistant 
religioused@sacredparish.org / 410-778-4650 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  •  MARCH 27, 2022 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

Monday through Thursday: 8:30 am 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
 

Catholic Ave. & Main Street 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 8:00 am  

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 



 
For the Week of March 13th through 

March 20th 
 
Sunday 
Jos 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Monday 
Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday 
Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday 
Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday 
Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
First Friday  
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
First Saturday 
Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday 
Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11 

 
The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily 

Readings, in print and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 
Saturday, March 26th  
 4:00 p.m. Marie Gruber 
Sunday, March 27th  

8:00 a.m.      Becky Brilz 
10:00 a.m. Jeremy Tucker 

Monday March 28th  
 8:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, March 29th  
 8:30 a.m.  
Wednesday, March 30th   
 8:30 a.m.  
Thursday, March 31st  
 8:30 a.m. Judy Hagerty 
Saturday, April 2nd  
 4:00 p.m. Jerry Peterson 
Sunday, April 3rd  

8:00 a.m. John Daniels 
10:00 a.m.    Jeremy Tucker 
 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself after 
Mass.  Registration forms are available at the doors 

of the Church, the Parish Office, or online.  For 
additional information, please call 410-778-3160, or 

go to sacredparish.org.  

***** 

REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  

Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:     

Valerie Lindyberg, Patricia 
Dana, Eugenia Brooks, Tom 

Blum, Betty Ann Strong, 
Joseph William, Millie 
Moseman, Benjamin 

Ellingsworth, Father Ted Tempel, Bob and Donna 
House, Virginia Ellingsworth, Helena Perry, Jon 
Hanley, Monta Harrington, Angela Willmer. And 

Ken Peregoy. 

 

 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

First Reading: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 
Joshua and the Israelites celebrated Passover in Jericho. This was 

the first time they had eaten the produce of the promised land. 
After this, there was no more bread sent from heaven because 

they were able to eat the yield of the land. 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Paul tells us that anyone living in Jesus is a new creation because 
God has reconciled with us through Christ. As an ambassador for 

Jesus, Paul implores that the Corinthians be reconciled to God 
through Jesus. 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
The Pharisees grew disgusted with Jesus because of his 

compassion toward sinners. So Jesus told them a story of a son 
who squandered his inheritance. When a famine broke out, he 

returned home and asked his father to become a hired hand. His 
father instead welcomed him with a joyful celebration, just as God 

is overjoyed when a sinner returns to him. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS MASS INTENTIONS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

 
Gospel Summary

 
Today’s Gospel is the well-known story of the prodigal son who 

begged for his share of the family inheritance. He took his fortune to 
a far away place and quickly spent all he had on his personal 

pleasures. He was completely broke when a serious famine struck the 
area and he was forced to tend pigs, an occupation prohibited to 

Jewish people. As he tended the pigs, he hungered for their scraps 
and realized that his father’s slaves lived better than he did. It was 

then that he decided to return home, not as a son, but as a hired hand. 
So happy was the man’s father when he saw his son return that he 
celebrated with all sorts of signs of honor. The father’s older son, 
however, was very displeased with the way his father treated his 

brother, claiming that he had always been there working like a slave 
for his father. Never once had the father celebrated with this son. The 

father explained that the older son had always been with him and 
obedient. It was cause to rejoice, however, that his other son had been 

lost but now was found. 
 

.Reflection for Parents 
 

Parents try to divide the world into equal pieces for each of their 
children, but they know how very different each child can be. There 
are really no “one-size-fits-all” sets of expectations for families with 
more than one child. This Gospel helps us remember that we need to 

recognize the virtues of obedience and faithfulness, while we still 
love unconditionally and forgive the child who challenges us. Both 
brothers in this story considered themselves slaves—a feeling we 

work hard to prevent in our children. 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
 

This parable about the prodigal son is a story about families and filled 
with emotion. Gather all your loose family photos and organize them 
into an album. (If you’re lucky enough to be up to date, go through 

your photo albums.) As you arrange the photos, talk about your 
memory of that picture and the emotions that you associate with its 

circumstances. When you have finished, decide which emotion most 
characterizes your family. Are you pleased with this defining emotion 

or is this a good time to work on some changes?  

Discussion Starters 
 

1. One of the most selfish things I remember doing was 
when I . . . What I learned from this experience was . . . 

2. A time when someone welcomed me back occurred 
when . . . 

3. The strongest experience I recall of unconditional love 
was . . . 

 

 
 

JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY 

The Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and John tell us 
everything we know about Joseph, the husband of Jesus’ 
mother, Mary. But the 
importance of Joseph’s part 
in God’s plan is first found 
in the Book of Isaiah in the 
Old Testament. Through 
the prophet Isaiah, God 
promises to send a Messiah 
to save all people. The 
Savior will come from the 
“house of David,” which 
means that he will be an 
ancestor of King David. Both Matthew and Luke Gospels 
tell us that Joseph was from the family of David. 
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, we learn that the angel Gabriel 
appeared to Joseph and told him the child Mary would 
have was from the Holy Spirit. The angel told Joseph to 
name the child “Jesus,” which means “God saves.” 
 
The Gospels tell us that Joseph was a “just” man. That 
means that he was faithful. He was faithful to God and 
said yes to God’s plan for him to be Mary’s husband and 
Jesus’ foster father. He was faithful to Mary, caring for 
her while they waited for her baby to be born. He was 
faithful to Jesus, protecting him when he learned of King 
Herod’s plan to kill him and, when the danger passed, 
helping Mary to raise Jesus with love in the small town 
of Nazareth. We honor Joseph’s faithfulness to God, 
Mary, and Jesus on March 19 each year. We pray that 
we, too, can be obedient to God’s plan for us. 
 
On May 1, we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph the 
Worker. Joseph was a carpenter and he taught Jesus his 
trade. Celebrating the work that Joseph did to support his 
family helps us to remember to pray that God watches 
over all workers and protects them from accidents. We 
honor St. Joseph the Worker when we respect and 
appreciate all workers. We can also ask God to help 
unemployed people to find satisfying work. 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

MARCH SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week ending March 20th  
Week 39 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 
St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

 Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

03/20 
Wk. 39 

 
$4,813 

 
$859 

 
$6,346 

 
-$674 

YTD 
Wk. 39 

 
$166,282 

 
$77,409 

 
$247,494 

 
-$3,803 

 
PARISH LENTEN 

PROGRAM 
 
You are invited to participate in 

a Parish Lenten Program focused 
on the ideas put forth by Pope Francis for the                    

2021-2023 Synod. 
 

Each Wednesday from 9:30 to 11:00 am, an in-person 
discussion group is being offered in Sacred Heart Parish 

Hall. The same opportunities for discussion are being 
offered each Wednesday evening as a Zoom meeting 

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 pm. 
 

As we journey together we need all God’s people to 
participate in this process by listening, speaking and 

listening. During the six weeks of Lent the people of Sacred 
Heart and St. John are challenged to speak freely and 

courageously.  The Holy Spirit will accompany us on this 
journey—we hope you too will be an active participant. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  Please join us for 
Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. on Fridays during 

Lent.  Stations will be prayed at Sacred Heart            
and St. John. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptisms can be 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at either of the 
churches.  Baptisms outside of Mass may also be 
scheduled and are normally celebrated on Sundays.  
The Parish office will gladly assist you  with 
scheduling the baptism of your child.  Parents are 
required to attend a formation session prior to the 
baptism; Godparents are welcome to attend as well. 
Please call the parish office for more information 
and to schedule your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment to 
celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone 
seeking to celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in 
either of our churches must contact the parish office 
at least one year in advance of the proposed date.  No 
date may be held until the bride and groom meet with 
the pastor (or his designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND 
AND HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance 
with directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we 
are unable to schedule visits in health care or home 
settings.  Only those in danger of death may be visited 
until further notice.  We will return to our regular 
practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion to the sick as soon as possible. 

PARISH NEWS 



 
  

FLOCK NOTES:  Do you want 
to know what’s going on in our 
parish??  Sign up for Flocknotes.  

It’s easy.  You can choose what info you would like to 
receive – via email or text message and you can 
unsubscribe at any time.  There are two easy ways to 
connect: 

 
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer 

OR 
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to 

subscribe to updates. 
 

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any 
time.  Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this 
service, but your carrier message and data rates may 

apply.  View privacy policy and conditions at 
www.flocknote.com/txt. 

 
***** 

 
LENTEN MEAL: We will be having a light meal of 

soup and bread on Friday, April 1st at 5:30 p.m.in the 
Sacred Heart Church Hall prior to Stations of the 

Cross.  SOUP DONATIONS ARE NEEDED:  Please 
consider providing soup & bread for our Soup and 

Bread Lenten meal.  You are asked to make a 
homemade, meatless soup in a personal crock pot and 
bring it with one loaf of artisan, unsliced bread to the 
hall. If you can contribute, call Becky Davis at 410-

778-3160 or e-mail her at:   rdavis@sacredparish.org. 
Your support and contributions to this effort are 

appreciated. 

Reconciliation Monday in the Diocese of Wilmington is 
April 11, 2022. Our church, and all the parish churches in 
Delaware and Maryland's Eastern Shore, will be open for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 3:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m.  This is a great opportunity to prepare our hearts for 
Easter.  All Catholics – whether it has been months, years, 
or decades since their last confession - are welcome to 
experience God's love and forgiveness. Please tell your 
friends and family. 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your weekly 
financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic Funds 

Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider using this 
contribution method.  Contact  Mary Jo Frohlich with any 

questions at 410-778-3160, or mfrohlich@sacredparish.org.  Sign 
up forms are available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

 

SPRING CLEANING?? 
Bring those gently used items to 
Sacred Heart Hall on Saturday, 
April 23rd or Saturday, April 30th 
from 9:00 am until 11:00 am.  The Confirmation class will 
be hosting a Parish Yard Sale on Saturday, May 7th and 
would love to have your items to raise money for a global 
charity that benefits less privileged communities. 

Drop Off Dates:  April 23rd and 30th from 9:00 am until 
11:00 am.  Yard Sale Date: May 7th 

No clothing or electrical appliances please! 

 

PARISH NEWS…..continued 

Interfaith Prayer Service for                    
UKRAINE 

Sacred Heart Church, Tuesday, April 5         
at 7PM 

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka of St Nicholas 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church  in Wilmington, 

Delaware will be the featured speaker. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
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