
SACRED HEART PARISH  

Current Guidelines 
 

 If you are feeling ill, please do not enter 
any parish facility 

 MASK REQUIREMENTS: 
Masks are not required. If you are not 
fully vaccinated, we encourage you to 
wear a mask during Mass, covering your 
mouth and nose.  Thank you. 

 You may use all doors to enter/exit 
church 

 Please limit restroom use 

 In each of our churches there is a section 
set up with 3 foot social distancing for 
those who feel more comfortable with a 
bit of space; in Sacred Heart this is the 
section nearest the side door where the 
ramp is located and in St. John this is the 
first several pews on the left side of the 
church 

 

Go and Make  
Disciples 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all to our parish community.  
Parish Registration Cards for new members are 
available at the doors of the Church.  These can 
also be used for updates if there are changes to 
family information.  Please return them to the 
Parish Office.  Please note that registration is 
required for Baptism, Marriage, and 
participation in PREP.  

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. Patrick D. Bergquist, Pastor 
pdbergquist@gmail.com / 410-778-3160  
 

John L. Davis, Deacon 
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Parish Life Director 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 

Cherylin Bennek, Coordinator of Religious Education 
religioused@sacredparish.org / 410-778-4650 
 

Cherylin Bennek, Bookkeeper 
businessmgr@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

THIRD SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  •  DECEMBER 11, 2022 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:30 am 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
 

Catholic Ave. & Main Street 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 8:00 am  

Thursday: 8:30 am 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 



 
 
 

 
For the Week of December 11th through December 18th      
 
Sunday 
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 
Monday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 
12:1-6a, 10ab; 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, or 
any readings 
from the Common of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  
Tuesday 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday 
Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday 
Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30 
Friday  
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
Sunday 
Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 
 

***** 
 
The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) provides 
a full listing of the Sunday and Daily Readings, in print 

and audio format, on its website, 
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings. 

 

 
Saturday, December 10th  
 4:00 p.m. Matilda Romanoski 
Sunday, December 11th  

8:00 a.m.      Brian Daniels 
10:00 a.m Charles and Anne Garner 

Tuesday, December 13th   
 8:30 a.m.  Frank Rotondo 
Wednesday, December 14th   
 8:30 a.m. James I. Peterson 
Thursday, December 15th   
 8:30 a.m. (SJ)    For Our Parishioners 
Friday, December 16th  
 8:30 a.m.  
Saturday, December 17th  
 4:00 p.m. Marie Gruber 
Sunday, December 18th  

8:00 a.m. Dane Heineman 
10:00 a.m.  Harry Vanderlek 

 
REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE 
PARISH:  Remember in 
your prayers the sick of 
the parish:     Valerie 
Lindyberg, Patricia 
Dana, Eugenia Brooks, 
Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, Millie 
Moseman, Benjamin 
Ellingsworth, Father Ted Tempel, Virginia 
Ellingsworth, Helena Perry, Monta Harrington, 
Angela Willmer. Lisa Wilson, Michael McCabe, 
Grettel Yock, and Jean Tubman. 

***** 

NEW TO THE PARISH:  Please be sure to register 
with the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Fr. 
Pat after Mass.  Registration forms are available at 

the doors of the Church, the Parish Office, or 
online.  For additional information, please call 410-

778-3160, or go to sacredparish.org.  

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 
Isaiah tells us that when Christ comes, the weak will be made 
strong, the deaf will hear, the blind will see, and, above all, 

“sorrow and mourning will flee.” 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10  
As the farmer waits patiently through winter and spring for the 

“yield of the soil” so, too, must we wait patiently for the coming 
of the Messiah. 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
While in prison, John sends a messenger to Jesus to ask, “Are you 

He who is to come or do we look for another?” Jesus replies by 
citing the miracles he has performed for the blind, the deaf, and 
the crippled. He concludes by identifying John as the messenger 

He has sent to prepare the way. 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 



Bringing the Gospel Home 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Gospel Summary 
John the Baptist had disciples of his own and while in 

prison he sent some of them to Jesus. At John's 
request, the disciples asked Jesus if he was the Messiah 
or were they to wait for another. Jesus did not answer 

them directly, but pointed to the miracles he had 
performed in the name of God's love. If John himself 
did not wonder, it was likely that his followers did. 

Jesus did not fit the image of "Messiah," and so it was 
possible that people began to doubt their             

original perception. 

Reflection for Families: 
It would have appeared to Jesus that John began to 

doubt. Perhaps it was the confinement of prison that let 
his mind question what he once so clearly understood. 
But even so, Jesus affirmed John in this scripture as the 

greatest of all prophets. From this experience, it is 
reassuring as parents to know that even when we 

doubt, either ourselves or God, we are still great in 
God's eyes. Our strength is in knowing God is with us 

as a loving parent. 
  

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
Today is the day we light the third candle on our 

Advent wreath, the pink one! Pink represents joy, and 
our families should come to know that it is with joy we 

await the return of Jesus. Ask each member of the 
family how he/she will bring joy to someone's life     

this week. 

Discussion Starters 
1. When I begin to doubt my skills at 

parenting, I always find strength in . . . 
2.  I come closest to understanding the joy of 

Jesus' return when . . . 
3. A miracle I have seen in my lifetime 

that shows God's love is . . . 
 
 
 

 
OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE 

 People in Mexico and in the 
United States celebrate the Feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
December 12. Mary is the Patron 
Saint of Mexico and Patroness of 
the Americas. Every year, 
thousands of people from all 
over the country make a 
pilgrimage to the Basilica in Mexico City. The day 
commemorates her apparition to Saint Juan Diego in the 
hills of Tepeyac in 1531. She asked him to go to the 
bishop and tell him that the Ever Virgin Mary, Mother 
of God, sent him to ask for a church to be built atop 
Tepeyac hill. 
 
Today, as a sign of their devotion to Mary, many 
pilgrims travel to this site on their knees for many 
miles. They do this as a sign of their devotion to Mary 
and to show gratitude for favors received from her. 
Outside of the shrine there are groups of mariachis, 
folk musicians, and ethnic dancers who have come to 
celebrate. Inside, various priests and bishops from all 
over Mexico gather to celebrate Mass. In the evening, 
the entrance of the basilica is filled with pilgrims from 
different regions of the country. Many other fiestas or 
popular celebrations take place in honor of La Virgen 
Morena, or the dark-skinned Madonna, all over 
Mexico. Almost every household erects an altar to the 
Virgin Mary for the day and the faithful demonstrate 
their joy by lighting fireworks throughout their cities. 
 
Mary’s apparition in Mexico to Saint Juan Diego aided 
the Catholic Church’s effort to bring the Gospel to the 
Americas. This is why the bishops of the United States 
affirm: “Mary embraces God’s will and freely chooses 
to cooperate with God’s grace, thereby fulfilling a 

crucial role in God’s plan of salvation.” 
 

 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

DECEMBER SAINTS 



 

Offertory – Week Ending December 4th  - Week 24 

Thank you for your offering.  It is with your continued 
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the 
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and 
St. John’s are made possible.  “Whatever you give to the 
Lord, He will return to you a hundred fold.” 

Received ACH Budgeted Diff. 
Offertory 

12/04 
Wk. 24 

 
$4,831 

 

 
$824 

 
$7,325 

 
-$1,670 

YTD 
Wk. 24 

 
$98,626 

 
$43,443 

 
$175,800 

 
-$33,731 

 
 

LIFE AFTER LOSS… January 5 
 
… Monthly meeting, Thursday, January 5, 
at 4 p.m. in the gathering space at the 
back of the Church… 
… for those who have experienced the 
death of a loved one… 
… please consider joining us to share, 
listen, and discern prayerfully loss and 
renewal. 
Robert Wilson and Ann O Connor  

 

 
The Giving Tree: Helping those in need in 
our community 

Thank you for your generous response to this year’s 
Giving Tree project.  All gifts must be returned by 11 

a.m. this Sunday, December 11th.  Volunteers are 
needed to help sort and 
organize the gifts into 

family groups after the 10 
am Mass on December 11.  

With enough help this 
should not take more than 

an hour and a half.  
Volunteers are also 

needed to help with the 
gift distribution on Tuesday, December 13 from 

11:45 to 2:30.  For questions or to volunteer, contact 
Ann Anderson at 410-778-4243 or 
wmandersonfamily@verizon.net. 

Together WE can be a sign of God’s Love to those in 
need in our local community. 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 

weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider 
using this contribution method.  Contact  Cherylin Bennek 

with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
businessmgr@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are 

available at the doors of the Church. 

PARISH NEWS 



 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptisms can be 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at either of the churches.  
Baptisms outside of Mass may also be scheduled and 
are normally celebrated on Sundays.  The Parish office 
will gladly assist you with scheduling the baptism of 
your child.  Parents are required to attend a formation 
session prior to the baptism; Godparents are welcome to 
attend as well. Please call the parish office for more 
information and to schedule your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated at 3:15 p.m. on 
Saturday afternoons at Sacred Heart Church.  You may 
also contact the parish office to make an appointment to 
celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year 
in advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held 
until the bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his 
designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable 
to schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only 
those in danger of death may be visited until further 
notice.  We will return to our regular practice of sending 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick 
as soon as possible. 

***** 

EVERGREEN 
DONATIONS:  
From the Sacred 

Heart Art and 
Environment Team: 

Donations of 
evergreens are need to use in preparing the Christmas 

Environment:  All kinds of cut evergreens including Frasier, 
cypress, yew, and magnolia leaves would be appreciated.  
Please, leave the evergreens next to the garage before Dec 

15th.   Thank you!!! 
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the church for 
Christmas.  Worktimes are scheduled for Dec 19, 20 and 21.  
If you are available to help, please contact Ann at 410-778-
4243 or wmandersonfamily@verizon.net.  Many 

hands make light work! 

 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED:  The 
Chestertown Community 
Table is hoping to reopen 
after its COVID-19 closure. 
A meal is served one weekday 
evening each week and is free to whoever shows up (although 
we do accept donations to help defray costs). In the past, we 
have held the meal in the basement of the First United 
Methodist Church at the corner of High and Mill streets. We 
expect to use the same location. 

We are looking for a few good-hearted people to volunteer 
to help prepare, cook, serve, and clean up after the meal. 
The time and dates of the meal will be determined by a 

number of factors, including the availability of volunteers. 
The sooner we can get enough people to organize, the 
sooner we can restart the meal We would also like to 

develop a committee or board to help advise and coordinate 
our endeavor. 

If you are interested, please contact 
chestertowncommunitytable@gmail.com or call       

410-778-0911 or 410-778-2977. 

***** 

ADVENT Series on Hope Come join us! 
Sacred Heart Parish is offering an Advent 
program every Wednesday at 10AM in the 
Sacred Heart Hall or 7PM via zoom through 
December 21st Zoom reoccurring link:   
 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81277900449? 
pwd=MyszaGg0RENDSlV4bFh1QWRxY3hv
dz09  
Passcode: 020783 Meeting ID: 812 7790 0449 
 
 

PARISH NEWS 



•  A Sportsman’s Paradise
•  Year Round  

Habitat Management
•  Award-Winning 2800  

Acre Family Farms
•  Some of the Finest  
Hunting Maryland’s  

Eastern Shore has to Offer

443-480-2148
quakerneck@hotmail.com

quakerneckgunclub.com

TROPHY DEER •  DUCKS
GEESE •  DOVE

Lodging Available

130 Speer Road
Chestertown, MD 21620

410-778-0055

Traditional Funerals
Cremation Services
Pre-Need Services

Robert A. Altieri
President, CEO

410-778-1600
Main Office: 245 High Street · Chestertown, MD 21620

Drive-In Branch: 301 Morgnec Road · Chestertown, MD 21620

                                  Authorized
RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
ED & PENNY KELLY ~ NINA CONSTANDI 

Owners
410-778-2335 · Fax 410-778-2379

Email: peekent@intercom.net
Service & Parts: 1-800-4MY-HOME®

A86925 (CK) - Sacred Heart / St. John, Chestertown For Advertising Information Call: (800) 883-4343 •  Bon Venture Services, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

· Seasonal Dockage
· Waterfront Weddings
· Tranquil & Relaxing
· Breathtaking Sunsets

(410) 639-2110
www.SpringCove.us

410-639-4101
5701 S Main St •  Rock Hall, MD

•  Quilting &  
Embroidery Supplies
•  Long Arm Quilting

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620 •  Quilting & 

Village Quilting, LLC

Donna Olsen Mercer

Please Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

ELIMINATE 
GUARANTEED

www.dependablepestmanagement.com
Annual, Monthly, Quarterly Service Programs

Termite, Pest & Wildlife Control
We ELIMINATE Your Problem, GUARANTEED!

410-778-5658
MDApplianceRepairLLC.com

866-629-0917

MARYLAND
APPLIANCE 
REPAIR, LLC

Cross Street Food & Garden

105 W Cross Street •  Galena
410.648.5354

Open 7 Days 9:00am - 7:00pm

410.648.5354

Open 7 Days 9:00am - 7:00pm
Seasonal Plants •  Fresh Produce

Natural Foods •  Quality Meats




