
SACRED HEART PARISH  

Current Guidelines 
 

 If you are feeling ill, please do not enter 
any parish facility 

 MASK REQUIREMENTS: 
Masks are not required. If you are not 
fully vaccinated, we encourage you to 
wear a mask during Mass, covering your 
mouth and nose.  Thank you. 

 You may use all doors to enter/exit 
church 

 Please limit restroom use 

 In each of our churches there is a section 
set up with 3 foot social distancing for 
those who feel more comfortable with a 
bit of space; in Sacred Heart this is the 
section nearest the side door where the 
ramp is located and in St. John this is the 
first several pews on the left side of the 
church 

 

Go and Make  
Disciples 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We welcome all to our parish community.  
Parish Registration Cards for new members are 
available at the doors of the Church.  These can 
also be used for updates if there are changes to 
family information.  Please return them to the 
Parish Office.  Please note that registration is 
required for Baptism, Marriage, and 
participation in PREP.  

PARISH STAFF  
 

Rev. Patrick D. Bergquist, Pastor 
pdbergquist@gmail.com / 410-778-3160  
 

John L. Davis, Deacon 
johnl.davis@gmail.com / 410-778-3160 
 

Becky Davis, Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor 
rdavis@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 
 

Mary Jo Frohlich, Parish Life Director 
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 

Cherylin Bennek, Coordinator of Religious Education 
religioused@sacredparish.org / 410-778-4650 
 

Cherylin Bennek, Bookkeeper 
businessmgr@sacredparish.org / 410-778-3160 

Kent Street entrance to Sacred Heart Church         Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)  •  DECEMBER 25, 2022 

Sacred Heart Church 
 

508 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday Mass: 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:30 am 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
 

Catholic Ave. & Main Street 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 8:00 am  

Thursday: 8:30 am 

Phone: 410-778-3160           
Fax: 410-810-0427           

Web: www.sacredparish.org 



 
 
 

 
For the Week of December 25th  through December 31st       

 
Sunday 
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-
20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 
or 
1:1-5, 9-14  
Monday 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Friday  
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday 
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
 

***** 
 

CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON 
MONDAY DECEMBER 26TH, AND MONDAY          

JANUARY 2ND. 

 
Saturday, December 24th  
 4:00 p.m. For Our Parishioners 
 9:00 p.m. (SH)  For Our Parishioners 
Sunday, December 25th  

8:00 a.m.      For Our Parishioners 
10:00 a.m For Our Parishioners 

Tuesday, December 27th  
 8:30 a.m.  Joanne & Bernard Gillespie 
Wednesday, December 28th  
 8:30 a.m. Marion Ewing 
Thursday, December 29th    
 8:30 a.m. (SJ)    Eloise Ewing 
Friday, December 30th  
 8:30 a.m. Tommy Ewing 
Saturday, December 31st  
 4:00 p.m. (SH) For Our Parishioners 
Sunday, January 1st  

8:00 a.m. For Our Parishioners 
10:00 a.m.  For Our Parishioners 

 
REMEMBERING THE 
SICK OF THE PARISH:  
Remember in your prayers 
the sick of the parish:     
Valerie Lindyberg, Patricia 
Dana, Eugenia Brooks, 
Betty Ann Strong, Joseph 
William, Millie Moseman, 
Benjamin Ellingsworth, 
Father Ted Tempel, 
Virginia Ellingsworth, Helena Perry, Monta 
Harrington, Angela Willmer. Lisa Wilson, Michael 
McCabe, Grettel Yock, and Jean Tubman. 

 

 

 

 
 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (Christmas) 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Isaiah rejoices that God is bringing his exiled people home to 

Jerusalem. He calls out to the people to be glad because God will 
restore Jerusalem. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
Paul explains to the Hebrews that although God had spoken 
through the prophets, people could not always completely 

understand the message. Now God has spoken to us by sending 
Jesus, the son, a reflection of God’s glory and forgiver of our sins. 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
John describes how the Word came into the world in the form of 

Jesus. All those who accept Jesus become children of God by 
sharing in Jesus’ love. No one has seen God, but through Jesus, 

God was revealed to us. 

MASS INTENTIONS SCRIPTURE READINGS 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S MASSES: 

Saturday, December 24th: 4:00 p.m  at Sacred Heart 
         9:00 p.m.  at Sacred Heart 
Sunday, December 25th:        8:00 a.m. at St. John 
          10:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Saturday, December 31st:    4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Sunday, January 1st:   8:00 a.m. at St. John 

10:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
 



Bringing the Gospel Home 
NATIVITY OF THE LORD (Mass at Night) 

Luke 2:1-14 
Gospel Summary 

In today’s Gospel reading, we are once again reminded 
that God shows no partiality to persons according to 

their social status and means. Jesus—the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords—is not born to royalty, nor is 
he born in a castle. He is born to the carpenter Joseph 
and his betrothed, Mary. Because Joseph and Mary 

could find no room in the inn, Jesus was born in a stall 
and had a manger for a bed. The first announcement of 

this King’s birth was not to the privileged; it was to 
shepherds tending their sheep in the fields. The Good 
News of Jesus’ birth is meant for all people and for     

all time. 

Reflection for Families: 
Take some time to recall your Advent journey. How and by 
whom was the Good News shared with you? How and with 

whom did you share the Good News? On this Christmas 
Day, what makes your spirit want to join the angels in 

singing, “Glory to God in the highest”? 
  

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family 
Gather your family around the Christmas tree and 

retell the Christmas story as it is presented in today’s 
Gospel. Invite family members to take the parts of 

Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the angels. Have the 
characters dress in simple costumes. Conclude by 
singing together a favorite Christmas carol or the 

Glory to God. 

Discussion Starters 
1. My favorite part of the Christmas story is . . . 
2. I want to give glory to God today for . . . 
3. Someone with whom I can share the Good 

News of Christmas is . . . 
 
 

 

JOHN THE 
APOSTLE 

John is sometimes 
called “the beloved 
disciple” or “John the 
Evangelist." He was 
the only one of Jesus’ 
apostles who did not 
leave him during his 
crucifixion and death. 
In the gospel Jesus 
even asks John to take 
care of Mary, the 
Blessed Mother, after 
his death. 
 
John’s brother was also an apostle, St. James. Both 
were called by Jesus early in his public ministry, and 
like their father, Zebedee, they were fishermen. John 
witnessed many of Jesus’ miracles. He may have been 
the youngest of the apostles. 
 
We know that after Jesus’ ascension, John traveled to 
Asia Minor, telling people about Jesus and founding 
many new churches. Along with Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, John is one of the four Gospel writers. He also 
wrote three epistles and is believed to have written the 
Book of Revelation. When you see St. John portrayed 
in art, you will often see an eagle in the artwork. 
 
A story about John claims that an emperor who 
persecuted Christians ordered him to be thrown into a 
pot of boiling oil, but the apostle was left unharmed 
and without even a mark on his skin when he was 
pulled out of the pot. The emperor then banished him 
to an island, where he lived to a very old age and died 
around the year 100. 

 

 
 

PREP 

Parish Religious Education Program 

DECEMBER SAINTS 



 

OFFERTORY TOTALS FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 17/18 WILL BE POSTED IN 

NEXT WEEKEND’S BULLETIN. 
 

***** 

ELECTRONIC GIVING:  It is possible to make your 
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  We are encouraging everyone to consider 
using this contribution method.  Contact  Cherylin Bennek 

with any questions at 410-778-3160, or 
businessmgr@sacredparish.org.  Sign up forms are 

available at the doors of the Church. 

***** 

 

LIFE AFTER LOSS… January 5 
 
… Monthly meeting, Thursday, January 5, 
at 4 p.m. in the gathering space at the 
back of the Church… 
… for those who have experienced the 
death of a loved one… 
… please consider joining us to share, 
listen, and discern prayerfully loss and 
renewal. 
 
Robert Wilson and Ann O Connor  
 

***** 

A NEW 
OPPORTUNITY:   We 
have seen many changes 
during the last few years, 

including the “moving on” of many of our altar 
servers.  We have four committed teens left who do 
their best to cover all of the Masses.  Unfortunately, 

their schedules do not always allow them to be present.  
This provides a new opportunity for adults looking to 
participate more in our parish ministries.  If you are 
interested in being trained to serve at Mass (or have 
previous experience as a server), please call Becky 

Davis at the church office - Monday through Friday at 
410-778-3160.  Training will be arranged at your 

convenience. 

GIVING TREE:  Thank you to everyone who 
participated in this year’s Giving Tree. 
Sacred Heart Parish was able to provide gifts for 230 
men, women, teenagers, and 
children, including several new 
or about to be born babies, in 
53 families in our local 
community.  The local Elks 
club donated a box of holiday 
food for each of the families. 
Thank you to the Elks 
volunteers:  Mike Jacobs, Robert Krohn, Steve 
Schofield, Dave Benton and Basil Wadkovsky.   Thank 
you also to Bayside Foods.  In addition, we received 
10 new children’s coats through the Auto Dealers of 
Philadelphia CARing for Kids foundation and we were 
able to match them to 10 of the tags on our tree.  
Thank you to all who helped to organize the gifts and 
distribute them on December 13.  We feel blessed to be 
part of such a caring community.  
   

Jeanne Yeager and Ann Anderson. 
 

***** 
 
HELP NEEDED:  The Samaritan Group of Kent County 
is preparing to host the 2023 Winter Shelter and we need 
your help! We are happy to announce the return of pre-
pandemic shelter operations -- including family-style meals 
and evening volunteers. These opportunities to engage with 
those in our community experiencing homelessness is such 
an important aspect of what we do.  
 
There are THREE options for volunteering: 
·       Evening volunteers (5:30pm-10pm; 2 volunteers per 
shift)  
·        Meal volunteers (prepares and delivers shelter dinner 
by 6pm; with option to stay and share this meal with the 
guests), and   
·       Overnight volunteers (10pm-8am; separate sleeping 
quarters provided). 
 
With the return of our expanded operations comes an 
increased need in volunteer support. We hope you will join 
us this year! 
 
Please contact Melanie Keller, volunteer coordinator, at 
volunteersamaritankent@gmail.com for more 
information. 
  

PARISH NEWS 



 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptisms can be 
celebrated at a weekend liturgy at either of the churches.  
Baptisms outside of Mass may also be scheduled and 
are normally celebrated on Sundays.  The Parish office 
will gladly assist you with scheduling the baptism of 
your child.  Parents are required to attend a formation 
session prior to the baptism; Godparents are welcome to 
attend as well. Please call the parish office for more 
information and to schedule your child’s baptism. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated at 3:15 p.m. on 
Saturday afternoons at Sacred Heart Church.  You may 
also contact the parish office to make an appointment to 
celebrate the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Anyone seeking to 
celebrate the Sacrament of matrimony in either of our 
churches must contact the parish office at least one year 
in advance of the proposed date.  No date may be held 
until the bride and groom meet with the pastor (or his 
designate). 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK, HOMEBOUND AND 
HOSPITALIZED At this time in accordance with 
directives from the Diocese of Wilmington, we are unable 
to schedule visits in health care or home settings.  Only 
those in danger of death may be visited until further 
notice.  We will return to our regular practice of sending 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the sick 
as soon as possible. 

***** 

FAITH AND CHARITY CATHOLIC APPEAL 

As 2022 comes to an end, it has been a year of uncertainty 
and challenging economic times. So many in our 

community find themselves in need, dealing with the 
unexpected. Thanks to the generosity of donors to the 

Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal, our ministries have 
served so many throughout our community. As you 
consider your end-of-year charitable giving, please 

consider a gift to the Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal – 
Walking by Faith.   To date, our parish has raised 

$64,630.91 of our goal of $78,000.00. 
 

“Happiness lies more in giving than in receiving.” (Acts 
20:35) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

FROM THE ART AND 
ENVIRONMENT TEAM: 

Thank you to all who helped prepare 
Sacred Heart and St John for the 

Christmas season.  It would not be 
possible without the volunteers at both churches who give 

their time, talent, and energy to our Parish. 
The Christmas season ends with the Feast of Epiphany on 
January 8 and what goes up must come down.  Volunteers 
are needed at Sacred Heart Church on Monday, January 9, 
2023 at 9 am to take down the Christmas environment and 
put everything away until next year.  If you can help for an 

hour or two, please contact Ann Anderson at                                                                 
410-778-4243 or wmandersonfamily@verizon.net. 

Many hands make light work! 
 
 

***** 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the staff of 
The Dialog!  Pick up our annual Christmas edition in the 
back of church. The next edition of The Dialog will be on 
January 13, 2023. As always, up-to-the-minute Catholic 

news for Delaware and Maryland's Eastern Shore is 
available online at TheDialog.org.  We thank all our 
dedicated readers and advertisers for your support 

throughout the year! 
***** 

WELCOME:  The people of Sacred Heart Parish welcome 
into our family Christopher William Markow, who was 

baptized this past weekend. Congratulations to you, your 
parents & godparents. God bless you as you begin your 

faith journey. 

 

NEW PARISHONERS:  The following people have 
registered in our parish recently: Agnus Adams of 

Sudlersville. We pray that you will become closer to God 
through your participation in our Faith Community. We 

look forward to getting to know you. Welcome! 

PARISH NEWS 



•  A Sportsman’s Paradise
•  Year Round  

Habitat Management
•  Award-Winning 2800  

Acre Family Farms
•  Some of the Finest  
Hunting Maryland’s  

Eastern Shore has to Offer

443-480-2148
quakerneck@hotmail.com

quakerneckgunclub.com

TROPHY DEER •  DUCKS
GEESE •  DOVE

Lodging Available

130 Speer Road
Chestertown, MD 21620

410-778-0055

Traditional Funerals
Cremation Services
Pre-Need Services

Robert A. Altieri
President, CEO

410-778-1600
Main Office: 245 High Street · Chestertown, MD 21620

Drive-In Branch: 301 Morgnec Road · Chestertown, MD 21620

                                  Authorized
RETAIL DEALER STORE

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620
ED & PENNY KELLY ~ NINA CONSTANDI 

Owners
410-778-2335 · Fax 410-778-2379

Email: peekent@intercom.net
Service & Parts: 1-800-4MY-HOME®

A86925 (CK) - Sacred Heart / St. John, Chestertown For Advertising Information Call: (800) 883-4343 •  Bon Venture Services, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

· Seasonal Dockage
· Waterfront Weddings
· Tranquil & Relaxing
· Breathtaking Sunsets

(410) 639-2110
www.SpringCove.us

410-639-4101
5701 S Main St •  Rock Hall, MD

•  Quilting &  
Embroidery Supplies
•  Long Arm Quilting

19 Washington Sq., Chestertown, MD 21620 •  Quilting & 

Village Quilting, LLC

Donna Olsen Mercer

Please Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

ELIMINATE 
GUARANTEED

www.dependablepestmanagement.com
Annual, Monthly, Quarterly Service Programs

Termite, Pest & Wildlife Control
We ELIMINATE Your Problem, GUARANTEED!

410-778-5658
MDApplianceRepairLLC.com

866-629-0917

MARYLAND
APPLIANCE 
REPAIR, LLC

Cross Street Food & Garden

105 W Cross Street •  Galena
410.648.5354

Open 7 Days 9:00am - 7:00pm

410.648.5354

Open 7 Days 9:00am - 7:00pm
Seasonal Plants •  Fresh Produce

Natural Foods •  Quality Meats




