
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fertile, Minnesota 

www.stjosephsfertile.org 

 

Fr. Joe Richards – Pastor  Secretary/Bulletin Contact: Donna Bjerk stjoesfertile@gvtel.com 

10480 438
th
 St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540                             Prayer Blanket Contact: Jan Erickson 218-945-6118;  

218-945-6649 (office), 6645 (home) 701-371-2311 (cell)                            218-289-1801(cell) Email: jce@gvtel.com  
jrichards@crookston.org   
 

RE Coordinators: Monica Lisburg (218-556-8184) and Kirsten Fuglseth (218-280-9645)  
 

Victim Assistance Statement of the Diocese of Crookston: If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, please contact Cindy 
Hulst, LSW, the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 

Mass: Sunday – 8:30 a.m.; Wednesday and Thursday – 7:00 a.m.; Reconciliation: Sunday – 7:45 a.m.  

 

 
Sunday, September 27th, 2020 – Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  
This week’s Mass schedule: Wednesday, September 30th: +Leo Wald req. by David & Kathleen Wolter 
    Thursday, October 1st:  Sharon Richards and her intentions 
    Sunday, October 4th: Parishioners  
   

Church Cleaning September 28th – October 25th  Richard & Jean Rock, Jaysen & Ann Nephew, Rose & Wayne Weber, 
Corrie Doyea. Thank you for your ministry to our parish.   
 
Offertory Actual                 9/20/20 Offertory Needed Weekly  Building Fund Actual    9/20/20  
Adult                                     $ 505.00 $1,188.00 (Adult and Electronic)  No Report 
Electronic                         $ 255.00      
Youth                    $        .00 $11.55     Building Fund Needed Weekly 
Plate       $   52.00 $173.00    $903.82 
Total                                      $ 812.00 $1,372.55  
 
Church in Latin America: $67.00 Food Shelf: $15.00 
 
Birthday Greetings: Donna Bjerk (27th), Bonnie Bohnenkamp (28th), Ann Nephew (29th), Nick Solie (29th), Aubree Swenby 
(30th)  
 
Wedding Anniversaries: Aaron & Liz Rongen (27th)  
 

Food for thought:”Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly regard others as more important than 
yourselves….”(Philippians 2:3) Pride and ego are hard things to control. We see how others act or dress and think we are 
superior to them. We idolize our own self-image. But, if we truly believe everything is a gift from God, we recognize all 
the people that God has put into our lives as gifts! We are grateful for how they enrich our lives. Pray every day for the 
people in your life: your family, your friends, and those who make you angry.        
 
Weekly Eucharistic Adoration is held each Monday from 4-6 p.m. Everyone is invited to come and spend some time in 
adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Social distancing guidelines will apply.  
  
Sunday Mass will be televised at 8:30 a.m. on channel 32, and on the Garden Valley web page at 8:30 a.m. Or go 
to: https://www.gvtel.com/video/livestream/ and scroll down to Channel 32. It will be re-aired at 10:30 on the St. 
Joseph’s Facebook page. 
 
Ministry Schedule: Volunteers are needed each week: Sacristan, Lectors (1 or 2), Money Counters (at least 2). If you are 
willing to help out, please arrive early and check in with Fr. Joe. Thank you. 
 
Rosary is prayed on Sunday morning at 8:00 at St. Joseph’s. Please come and join us. 
 
Prayer blankets were given to: Please keep everyone covered with a prayer blanket in your prayers. Thank you. 
 
Drive-Thru Holy Hog Fall Dinner: On Sunday, October 4th, from 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM we will be having our Holy Hog Fall 
Dinner in the Church parking lot – Drive-Thru style. COVID-19 cancelled our annual Turkey Dinner so we’re firing up the 
grill! Stay in your car and let us bring dinner to you! Serving a Marinated Pork Sandwich Meal $10.00, or Hot Dog Meal - 
$5.00 (includes chips and a beverage); if you are willing to help please contact Jean Rock or Fr. Joe. Thank you! 
 
Fertile Food Shelf: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 5:00-8:00 PM at the Fertile Community Center. For 
emergencies please call 218-945-3136. 

https://www.gvtel.com/video/livestream/


Religious Education Classes: will begin next Sunday, October 4th, for grades K-9 after Mass; Confirmation class will begin 
on Wednesday7th. The RE directors have put together a plan for Religious Education classes in keeping with Diocesan 
Faith Formation Guidelines for COVID-19.  Watch your email for more information. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Monica Lisburg or Kirsten Fuglseth. 
 
Polk County Public Health is offering to all residents of Polk County essential services including groceries, medication or 
other items needed for daily living. If you know of anyone that is in need of essential services, please contact Polk 
County Health at (218) 281- 3385. They are also gathering a list of volunteers who are willing to help deliver essential 
services if needed. To volunteer contact Polk County Health or register at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/PolkVolunteer. 
  

Why We Catholics, Both Clergy and Laity, Need To Do More….Much More!  
Since Roe v. Wade in 1973, more than 62 million innocent children have lost their lives to abortion. Clearly, abortion is 
the human right's issue of our time. 
 
So on our judgment day, Christ might well ask us, "What did you do to prevent the holocaust in your society?"  
  
The Catholic Church remains the most vocal voice on behalf of the 4,000 innocents, made in God's image and likeness, 
who every day lose their lives in our great nation. However, the Church certainly has not lived up to its possibilities, in 
large part because its hierarchy and its rank-and-file lay people have been intimidated into silence, inactivity and even 
apathy.  
 
Sadly, only a very small percentage of Catholics do anything to prevent the slaughter. Even some of our clergy deem the 
subject "too political" or controversial or find some other reason to excuse themselves from taking any action. 
 
The famous Dr. Bernard Nathanson, a founder of the abortion industry who later became pro-life (and converted to 
Catholicism) said that he and his pro-abortion allies would never have gotten away with what they did if the clergy had 
been more outspoken, united, and purposeful. This certainly applies just as much (if not more) today than it did in 1973 
when abortion was legalized. 
 
We would do well to heed and keep foremost in our minds the wise words of Mother Teresa when she said, “We cannot 
fight credibly against other social and moral evils, including poverty and violence, while we tolerate mass killings by 
abortion.” 
 
"Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on behalf of human rights -- for example, the right to health, to 
home, to work, to family, to culture -- is false and illusory if the right to life, the most basic and fundamental right and 
the condition for all other personal rights, is not defended with maximum determination." 
--Pope John Paul II 
 
Pro-Life Articles 
Take a stand for life! We must end the terrorism that is called a “choice”, a “right”, “healthcare” – it is murder! 
 


