
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fertile, Minnesota 

www.stjosephsfertile.org 

 

Fr. Joe Richards – Pastor  Secretary/Bulletin Contact: Donna Bjerk stjoesfertile@gvtel.com 

10480 438
th
 St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540                             Prayer Blanket Contact: Jan Erickson 218-945-6118;  

218-945-6649 (office), 6645 (home) 701-371-2311 (cell)                            218-289-1801(cell) Email: jce@gvtel.com  
jrichards@crookston.org   
 

RE Coordinators: Monica Lisburg (218-556-8184) and Kirsten Fuglseth (218-280-9645)  
 

Victim Assistance Statement of the Diocese of Crookston: If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, please contact Cindy 
Hulst, LSW, the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 

Mass: Sunday – 8:30 a.m.; Wednesday and Thursday – 7:00 a.m.; Reconciliation: Sunday – 7:45 a.m.  

 

 

Sunday, January 17th, 2021 – Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
  
This week’s Mass schedule: Wednesday, January 20th: Lindie Rodriguez 
    Thursday, January 21st: +Vern Combee req. by Joan Combee 
    Sunday, January 24th: +Gordon Vaagen req. by Rodney & Maggie Bryn 
   

Church Cleaning December 28th – January 31st: Jr & Leanne Sannes, Aaron & April Swenby, Rob & Monica Lisburg, Kelsey 
Lisburg. Thank you for your ministry to our parish.   
 
Offertory Actual                      1/10/21  Offertory Needed Weekly              Building Fund Actual    1/10/21  
Adult                                     $    440.00  $1,188.00 (Adult and Electronic)              $200.00 
Electronic                          $    130.00      
Youth                   $           .00  $11.55                 Building Fund Needed Weekly 
Plate                                $         5.00  $173.00                $903.82 
Total                                      $     575.00  $1,372.55 
 
Building Fund donation in memory of Gordon Vaagen by Patricia Vaagen: $100.00 
 
Birthday Greetings:  Peter Forgit (17th), Bridger Vigness (20th), Rylee Hanson (21st), Paul Reese (22nd) 
 
Food for thought:”Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’”(John 1:38) 
What are you looking for? Are you wasting your time looking for the material comforts of the world? Or, is your heart 
longing for something deeper that can only be found by spending time with God? Take time, each day, in silence and ask 
the Lord what it is that He wants you to do.  
 
Weekly Eucharistic Adoration is held each Monday from 4-6 p.m. All are invited to come and spend some time in 
adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Social distancing guidelines will apply.  
  
Sunday Mass is televised at 8:30 a.m. on channel 32, or go to: https://www.gvtel.com/video/livestream/ and scroll 
down to Channel 32. It will be re-aired at 10:30 on the St. Joseph’s Facebook page. 
 
Ministry Schedule: Volunteers are needed each week: Lectors (1 or 2), Money Counters (at least 2). If you are willing to 
help out, please arrive early and check in with Fr. Joe. Thank you. 
 
Rosary is prayed on Sunday morning at 8:00 at St. Joseph’s. Please come and join us. 
 
Prayer blankets were given to: Justine & Dalfred John, Rochester, from Nancy Vigum; Ava John (infant), Rochester, from 
Nancy Vigum; Mary Ann Lambertz, Minneapolis, from Dennis & Marlys Ricard. Please keep everyone covered with a 
prayer blanket in your prayers. Thank you. 
 
Fertile Food Shelf: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 5:00-8:00 PM. Emergencies please call 218-945-3136. 
 
Religious Education Classes: Confirmation class will be in-person next Wednesday, January 20th at 6:30 PM. Together In 
Spirit class, for Middle School students only, will be via Zoom; Kirsten will send an email with the link  All other classes 
will be held distant learning via zoom meetings until further notice. Watch for email or text from teachers for 
instructions. If you have any questions, please contact Monica Lisburg or Kirsten Fuglseth. 
 
Permission to live-stream or air the music during televised Masses is obtained from One License – license #735138-A. 
All rights reserved. 
 

https://www.gvtel.com/video/livestream/


Mass for Life: January 22, 2021 Friday 7:00 pm; St. Michael’s Church in Grand Forks. On this date 48 years ago abortion 
became legal in the United States.  Now more than ever life is under attack!  Prayer is our foundation on which we can 
work from to remove this scourge from our land.  Please join us to raise our voices and prayers to God on high that we 
will see a change of heart and laws to protect all human life from conception to natural death. 
  
March for Life – Crookston: Teens for life invite you to join them in a March for Life. The March for Life is an annual 
event intended to raise awareness of the right to life for the unborn. Come and march for those who have no voice! 
When: January 23rd, at 1:30 pm; Where: Central Park, Crookston, MN; Who: All ages are welcome! Contact: Marie at 
701-213-9981 OR call at 218-277-0761 
 
Consecration to St. Joseph: Fr. Joe invites you to join him in a Consecration to St. Joseph. We will begin to prepare for 
the consecration on February 15 and conclude with the consecration on Friday, March 19th, the Feast of St. Joseph, at an 
evening Mass. To guide us through the preparation you will need the book Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr. Donald 
Calloway. Copies are available in the gathering area for a cost of $16.00 – checks are to be made payable to Fr. Joe 
Richards, as he has paid for the books. You can also purchase the Kindle version of around $7.50 on Amazon. 
 
Raising Pro-Life Children It often takes many decades to correct social injustices and human rights’ problems. For 
example, it took many decades to abolish slavery. Our generation might not see an end to the injustice of abortion. 
However, the younger generation is becoming increasingly pro-life and it is vitally important that we raise pro-life 
children. If so, they will one day see our nation becoming one of liberty and justice not just for some, but for all human 
beings. A baby and, indeed, life itself, is nothing short of a miracle. As faithful Catholics, we should be teaching our 
children – at every opportunity – that all human beings, at all stages of development, should be cherished, respected, 
loved and protected at all times. Also, we need to teach children that being pro-life does not only mean opposing 
abortion. Sometimes, children are born with disease, Down syndrome or some other problem – and these children are 
nevertheless all precious gifts from God and are extremely valuable, no matter what. Teaching children to have a pro-life 
attitude is the indispensable antidote to today’s selfish, “me-first” society, with many people more concerned about 
pleasure or money than the inherent value and dignity of every human life.  “A person is a person, no matter how 
small.” Horton Hears a Who! Dr. Seuss 
 
“The real question today is not when human life begins, but what is the value of human life?” ~President Ronald Reagan 

 


