
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fertile, Minnesota 

www.stjosephsfertile.org 

 

Fr. Joe Richards – Pastor  Secretary/Bulletin Contact: Donna Bjerk stjoesfertile@gvtel.com 

10480 438
th
 St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540                             Prayer Blanket Contact: Jan Erickson 218-945-6118;  

218-945-6649 (office), 6645 (home) 701-371-2311 (cell)                            218-289-1801(cell) Email: jce@gvtel.com  
jrichards@crookston.org   
 

RE Coordinators: Monica Lisburg (218-556-8184) and Kirsten Fuglseth (218-280-9645)  
 

Victim Assistance Statement of the Diocese of Crookston: If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, please contact Cindy 
Hulst, LSW, the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 

Mass: Sunday – 8:30 a.m.; Wednesday and Thursday – 7:00 a.m.; Reconciliation: Sunday – 7:45 a.m.  

 

 

Sunday, May 16th, 2021 – The Ascension of the Lord 
  
This week’s Mass schedule: Wednesday, May 19th: +Leo Wald req. by David & Kathleen Wolter 
                                      Thursday, May 20th: +Scott Taylor req. by Pat Taylor and family 
            Sunday, May 23rd: Parishioners 
 

   
   

Church Cleaning April 26th – May 30th: Larry & Elaine Ricard, Mike & Nancy Vigum, Ervin & Jane Vigness, Mary Gieseke. 
Thank you for your ministry to our parish.   
 
Offertory Actual                        5/9/21  Offertory Needed Weekly              Building Fund Actual     5/9/21  
Adult                                     $    870.00  $1,188.00 (Adult and Electronic)              $455.00 
Electronic                          $    180.00      
Youth                   $        0.00  $11.55                 Building Fund Needed Weekly 
Plate                                $    115.00  $173.00                $903.82 
Total                                      $ 1,165.00  $1,372.55 
      
Birthday Greetings: Monica Lisburg (17th), Gracie Rongen (18th), Lindsey Pokrzywinski (19th), Cathy Forgit (21st) 
 
Wedding Anniversaries: Brian & Elizabeth Massmann (17th) 
 
Food for thought:”Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.” (1 John 4:15) How 
strong is your faith? When you have an opportunity to either defend or clarify a question about our Catholic faith, do 
you do it? Or, do you remain silent so that others don’t think you are weird? Pray for the courage to be strong in all 
circumstances and to joyfully share your witness with others.  
 
Weekly Eucharistic Adoration is held each Monday from 4-6 p.m. All are invited to come and spend some time in 
adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
  
Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph’s. Please come and join us. 
 
Senior Sunday is today, May 16th. Please hold in your prayers the young men and women who will be graduating: Abby 
Fuglseth, Dawson Fuglseth, Jamee Johnson, Jake Solie and Sarah Vigum. Breakfast will be served following Mass in their 
honor. 
 
Prayer blankets John Heidrich, Fargo, ND, from Gail & Dwain Carlson; Andrew Dziengel, Bemidji, from Kirsten Fuglseth. 
Please keep everyone covered with a prayer blanket in your prayers. Thank you. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council will be meeting on Tuesday, May 18th at 7:00 p.m.  Among our topics for discussion: how to 
bring back our brothers and sisters who have not yet returned to our parish family due to COVID 19. Please keep our 
Pastoral Council in your prayers: Brian Massmann, Jamy Doyea, Nancy Vigum, Donna Bjerk, Kirsten Fuglseth, and Sue 
Erickson. 

Ministers May 23rd May 30th 

Lector Jan Erickson Elaine Ricard 

Eucharist Ruth Cameron Ruth Cameron 

Greeters/Ushers Jerry & Jan Erickson Larry & Elaine Ricard 

Collection Elaine Ricard & Volunteer Needed Nancy Vigum & Volunteer Needed 

Sacristan Ruth Cameron Ruth Cameron 



Our Prayer Blanket Ministry reaches out to family and friends who are sick and in need of prayers. Since its inception 
we have sent out over 1,700 prayer blankets! To help us continue this wonderful ministry we are asking if you would be 
able and willing to donate to our Prayer Blanket Fund to help us purchase more supplies. Our fund is currently at $93.05. 
Any donation in any amount will be greatly appreciated. Checks can be made out to St. Joseph's Church. Please place 
your donation in an envelope and write Prayer Blankets on the front and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the 
parish office at: 10480 438th St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540. Thank you! 
 
Sunday Morning Breakfast during the summer months: We are looking for volunteers to serve breakfast on the 
following Sundays this summer: June 20, July 18, and August 15. If you are willing to help, please contact Mary Kiefert. 
Thank you. 
 
Aubree Swenby will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 22 at the Cathedral of Immaculate Conception. 
To celebrate, Aubree is hosting a small reception for our parish family following Mass at the old Catholic Church in 
Fertile on Sunday May 23 following Mass. Stop on by for a treat, some coffee, fellowship and congratulate Aubree on 
receiving her Sacrament. 
 
***Where there is faith, there is hope! For those of you who have made a gift to the 2021 DAA – Thank you! For those 
who are still discerning, it is not too late. Our parish goal is $9,556.00; to date we have given/pledged $5,955.00; 
remaining to reach our goal is $3,601.00. Please prayerfully consider your gift to this year’s DAA and help us reach our 
goal. Everything helps. Thank you! 
 
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual 
representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In 
addition, the diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 
JPII camp is full, but registration for Saint Teresa of Calcutta Camp EXTRAordinary continues. This camp is for youth 
entering grades 9 - 10 in the fall of 2021. Dates: June 20 - 24. Camp will be held at Oak Hills College in Bemidji. Cost is 
$275.00 – family rates available. For more information visit: www.crookston.org/toccamp. Financial assistance is 
available for those who need it – contact Fr. Joe. 
 
Esto Vir! is a vocation camp for young men entering their sophomore year of high school through young adulthood. This 
camp is an opportunity for those men who may be open to the priesthood to come together and spend some days in 
community with each other and the seminarians of the diocese. The camp includes games, lakeside recreation, Mass, 
prayer, food, and fellowship. Camp Dates: July 7-9, 2021 (Wednesday – Friday) Registration deadline: Monday, June 21, 
2021 Location: Sand Hill Lake Bible Camp (Fosston, MN) Cost: FREE! “The thing I really learned about on this retreat is 
how to discern a vocation — namely the priesthood and marriage — and how to wrestle with those and how to properly 
ask God those questions.” – Aaron L. For more information go to: www.crookston.org/estovir. 
 
Should we have a Hoedown this year? This is a question that some of us have been grappling with. We would like to 
know your thoughts. Please think it over, pray about it, and then contact a member of the Finance Council and let them 
know what you are thinking. Finance Council members are: Ruth Cameron, Jan Erickson, Steve Holzer, Greg Bjerk and 
Maggie Bryn. 

http://www.crookston.org/toccamp
http://www.crookston.org/estovir

