
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fertile, Minnesota 

www.stjosephsfertile.org 

 

Fr. Larry Delaney – Pastor  Secretary/Bulletin Contact: Donna Bjerk stjoesfertile@gvtel.com 

10480 438th St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540                             Prayer Blanket Contact: Jan Erickson 218-945-6118.  
218-779-3550 (cell) 218-945-6649 (office)                           218-289-1801(cell) Email: jce@gvtel.com  
   
  

RE Coordinators: Monica Lisburg (218-556-8184) and Kirsten Fuglseth (218-280-9645)  
 
Victim Assistance Statement of the Diocese of Crookston: If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, please contact Cindy 
Hulst, LSW, the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 

Mass: Sunday – 8:30 a.m.; Wednesday and Thursday – 7:00 a.m.; Reconciliation: Sunday – 7:45 a.m.  

 

 

Sunday, May 22nd, 2022 –Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  
This week’s Mass schedule:     Wednesday, May 25th: +Paul Revier req. by Elaine Ricard 
                  Thursday, May 26th: +Lee Wall req. by Paul & Pam Reese 
    Sunday, May 29th:  Parishioners 
 

   
   

Church Cleaning April 25th – May 29th Elaine Ricard 218-926-5641, Mike & Nancy Vigum 218-584-5214, Jeff McCollum 
218-945-3099, JoAnn Ranum 218-281-6953. Thank you for your ministry to our parish.   
 
Offertory Actual                           5/15/22  Offertory Needed Weekly             Building Fund Actual       5/15/22  
Adult                                     $          960.00  $1,429.00 (Adult and Electronic)             $1,490.00 
Electronic      $  130.00 
Youth                   $              0.00  $10.00                             Building Fund Needed Weekly 
Plate                                $            58.00  $173.00               $903.82 
Total                                      $      1,148 00    $1,612.00 
 
Catholic Community Collection: $57.00        

Thank you for your financial support! 
 
Birthday Greetings: Kelsey Lisburg (24th), Chloe Leiting (25th), Kyle Vigum (25th), Corey Tice (27th) 
 
Wedding Anniversaries: John & Jami Revier (26th) 
 
Weekly Eucharistic Exposition with Adoration is held each Monday from 4-6 p.m. All are invited to come and spend 
some time in adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. No Eucharistic Adoration on Monday, May 30, due to the 
Memorial Day holiday. 
 
Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph’s. Please come and join us. 
 
Prayer blankets were given to: Please keep everyone covered with a prayer blanket in your prayers. Thank you. 
 
Food for thought “…Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27) Our limited human understanding cannot 
begin to understand the immense power of God. Instead of trusting in God, we often think we can control every 
outcome. Do you want to make God laugh? Tell Him your plans. The next time worry, anxiety, or fear creeps in, thank 
God for all He has given you and trust that He has a better plan for you. Make God your first choice and not your last 
resort.  
 
 
 

Ministers May 29th  June 5th  

Lector Elaine Ricard Kirsten Fuglseth 

Eucharist Patricia Erickson, Jerry Erickson Ruth Cameron, Paul Reese 
Greeters/Ushers Todd Dufault, Emery Erickson Steven Massmann, Matthew Erickson 

Collection Paul Reese, Emery Erickson Sue Erickson, Pam Reese 

Sacristan Jan Erickson Kirsten Fuglseth  

Mass Server Zach Dufault Catie Erickson  

Gift Bearers Richard & Jean Rock Cody & Maggie Coauette family 

mailto:jce@gvtel.com


Grief and Widow/Widowers Support Group: This past year our parishes have experienced many deaths, several of 
which left behind spouses. After Easter, I will offer a 4/5 session grief support group. This will be open to anyone who 
has experienced the death of a loved one over the past several years. At the end of these sessions, we can discuss 
having an ongoing grief support group and/or widow/widowers’ regular gatherings. The next meeting is scheduled for 
June 1st at 7:00 p.m. at St. Joseph’s.  If you missed the first, please feel welcome to join this session 

Discussion/Support Group Starting - You are invited to join others in the parish for a series of facilitated discussions of 
concerns and issues brought on by the COVID 19 pandemic. The meetings continue Mondays from 7-8:30 PM.  Please 
see the poster in the gathering space for more information.  
 
If you know of any shut-ins, those not attending Mass, anyone who would like a home visit, or someone who may 
appreciate a visit please contact Father Larry at the office (218) 945-6649 or Fr. Larry’s cell at (218) 779-3550. 

You are invited: We wish to extend a special invitation to our St. Joseph parish family as we celebrate Austin’s 
graduation from high school with an Open House reception on Saturday, May 28th from 2 to 5 PM at St. Joseph’s 
church. All are welcome! Greg & Donna Bjerk 
 
25 years ago (May 31, 1997) I was ordained to the priesthood. Next to my baptism, which brought me salvation, I 
consider this fact the greatest gift of my life. I wanted to be a priest my whole life, since I was in the first grade, and I 
first served Mass. I have been extremely blessed in my life as a priest and have always been grateful to live this profound 
vocation so connected to the Eucharist and the life of the Church. In order to give proper thanks to Almighty God (“He 
who is might has done great things for me!”), I will offer a Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception on Tuesday, May 24 at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will follow, and all are invited! It is a great 
chance to give thanks for the gift of the priesthood in our midst. 
 
Landscape Planting Plans 

On Wednesday, May 25th at 4 p.m., we will put mulch around various newly planted areas.  Again, volunteers are 
requested.   Bergeson Nursery has been kind to provide their expertise on the plant choices, they held them in their root 
storage until we were ready to plant, but St Joseph's building fund paid for all trees and shrubs as well as the mulch that 
is going in this week and next week. The cedar mulch was purchased from the Fertile hardware store. Another 30 bags 
should be available next week. Let's try to wrap up the mulch in the northwest courtyard, next Wed at 4pm. If any 
parishioner has 4'-5' spruce trees to donate, three to five trees would complete the plan. Also, any quality perennials – 
examples; Yellow or blue columbine, Bleeding heart, Hosta varieties, Lilies, except orange, Monarda, Creeping phlox, 
Sedum varieties-that you may have to share, would be planted by the Sunday school west door and the dining room 
north door. A big thank you to the many helping hands, it went well in spite of the gale force winds! 
 

AID TO UKRAINE  

The Diocese of Crookston Catholic Community Foundation continues to accept gifts for humanitarian aid in Ukraine. 
Gifts can be sent to Ukrainian Aid, C/O CCF, PO Box 610, Crookston, MN 56716, where they will be forwarded to The 
USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s.) Gifts become part of the collection for Aid to the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 

The USCCB is uniquely positioned to provide aid to the region, having built strong relationships with bishops in Central 
and Eastern Europe over the past 30 years. Let us ask Our Lady, Queen of Peace, to bring a swift end to the violence. 

St. Joseph's Table will be the third Wednesday of the month, in alignment with the Fertile Food Shelf schedule.  As we 
plan St. Joseph's Table events going forward, we would like parish input on meal ideas and proactive volunteering.  Get 
together with your friends, or have your family choose their favorite meal and sign up for a month that works for 
you.  There will be a sign-up list in the back of church.  If you are uncertain, Sue and Mark Erickson are willing to help you 
and your crew figure out the logistics of cooking for a crowd and with using the church kitchen equipment.  Again, 
contact Sue Erickson (218) 289-4694 or suerosha@gmail.com if you have questions.  
 
New Liturgical Postures starting June 18-19 (Corpus Christi Sunday) 

Some of you may have read this in Bishop’s recent article in the OND.  This is a summary of the main points. 

In 2002 a new General Instruction of the Roman Missal was promulgated.  One of the options given was to stand from 
the Our Father until everyone had received communion.  Bishop Balke chose to implement that option for our diocese.  
Bishop Cozzens has decided to change that practice.  Beginning on Corpus Christi Sunday, we will kneel after the Lamb of 
God, stand to walk forward to receive communion and then when you return to the pew you are encouraged to either 
kneel, or if needed, sit, and spend time in a time of praying thankfully for the gift you have just received, the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ. 

There are several reasons for this decision:  1. All the diocese around us do this practice so now it will be not confusing 
when others join us for Mass, and we will be used to this practice when we celebrate Mass outside of our diocese.  2.  In 
the listen sessions Bishop had this winter and spring, may of the lay faithful viewed our current practice as now showing 
enough reverence.  3. Kneeling in our culture is almost never done except at Catholic Mass, so by doing it marks the 
special reverence we give to the Lord and puts us in a beautiful position of humility before Christ.   

On Corpus Christi, I will speak briefly before Mass to remind everyone of this change.   



Seminarian Lawrence Werries – June 11-12 

Lawrence will be a Senior at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona.  He is from St. Joseph’s parish in Moorhead.  
At the Masses on June 11-12, he will share his vocation story with us during Mass after a VERY short homily from me.  
Please welcome him. 

The Diocese of Crookston is seeking a Catholic to serve as a Pastoral Associate in the Office of Formation in Discipleship. 
This person will serve on a team with the Director of the Office and the Formator for Discipleship. Ministry will involve 
advancing the mission of the Office by forming disciples to reach others for Christ. This will include working with priests, 
deacons, diocesan and parish staff, and lay Catholics. This person will be involved with youth ministry, family and 
marriage evangelization, and adult evangelization. Primary duties will be focused on youth events, pre-marriage and 
post-marriage formation, respect life, and adult evangelization. This is a full-time benefit eligible position based in the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center in Crookston, MN. Applicants should be a practicing Catholic, motivated to engage in the New 
Evangelization as articulated int the Joy of the Gospel, have a bachelor’s degree and a history of active participation in 
the life of the Church. Applications should include a letter of interest which describes the applicant’s motivation for 
applying for this position, their resume, and names of three references. References will only be contacted after 
applicants are notified that they will be interviewed for the position. We will begin to review applications on June 1st and 
continue until the position is filled. Applications or inquires for more information should be emailed to Dcn. Mark Krejci, 
Ph.D. at mkrejci@crookston.org. 

 

Quilts needed for the new Diocese of Crookston Retreat Center: As the Diocese prepares to open the new diocesan 
retreat center, when we considered the need to purchase bedding, the idea was suggested that we cover each bed in its 
own unique quilt made by people from across the Diocese. Some parishes have quilting groups while most have 
individuals who make quilts for a hobby. If you or your group are willing to make a quilt for the Diocesan retreat center, 
please contact Dcn., Mark Krejci (mkrejci@crookston.org) who will send you information about the size needed for the 
beds. It would be wonderful if every parish would submit a quilt as a support to people who are on retreat.  

 

All are invited: Bishop Andrew Cozzens invites all the faithful to participate in a Eucharistic Procession to open the 
Eucharistic Revival in the Diocese of Crookston. The procession will take place in Bemidji, MN, on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, Sunday, June 19th. The day will begin with Mass at 1:00 p.m. celebrated by Bishop Cozzens o be followed with a 
Eucharistic Procession along Lake Bemidji beginning at 2:00. If you are unable to attend the Mass, please join the 
procession at 2:00. Bishop will process the Body of Christ and he will be escorted by priests, deacons, religious, first 
communicants, Knights, families, and other lay faithful. If you have someone who has received First Communion this 
year, we ask that your child wear their first communion clothing and they and their families will have a special place in 
the procession. Fourth Degree Knights: please wear your regalia because you will be helping to lead the procession. 
More information will be shared in the coming weeks. For planning purposes, please go to www.crookston.org/revival to 
register.  

 

 

mailto:mkrejci@crookston.org
mailto:mkrejci@crookston.org
http://www.crookston.org/revival

