
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fertile, Minnesota 

www.stjosephsfertile.org 

 

Fr. Larry Delaney – Pastor  Secretary/Bulletin Contact: Donna Bjerk stjoesfertile@gvtel.com 

10480 438th St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540                             Prayer Blanket Contact: Jan Erickson 218-945-6118.  
218-779-3550 (cell) 218-945-6649 (office)                           218-289-1801(cell) Email: jce@gvtel.com  
   
  

RE Coordinators: Monica Lisburg (218-556-8184) and Kirsten Fuglseth (218-280-9645)  
 
Victim Assistance Statement of the Diocese of Crookston: If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, please contact Cindy 
Hulst, LSW, the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 

Mass: Sunday – 8:30 a.m.; Wednesday and Thursday – 7:00 a.m.; Reconciliation: Sunday – 7:45 a.m.  

 

   

Sunday, February 12th, 2023 – Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
  
This week’s Mass schedule:  Wednesday, February 15th: +Larry Ranum req. by Jane & Albert Sims 

Thursday, February 16th: +Lois Thelen req. by Bonnie Rongen  
      Sunday, February 19th: +Larry Ricard req. by Bonnie Rongen 
 

   
   
Church Cleaning January 30th – February 26th: Jerry & Cathy Forgit (218) 945-6331, Scott & Luan Larsen (218) 945-6085, 
John & Jami Revier (218) 945-3169, Cody & Maggie Coauette (701) 430-8748. Thank you for your ministry to our parish.  
 
Offertory Actual           2/5/23       Offertory Needed Weekly                   Building Fund Actual  2/5/2023 
Adult               $            1,010.00        $1,429.00 (Adult and Electronic)                          No Report 
Electronic       $             130.00 
Youth              $                  0.00                       Building Fund Needed Weekly 
Plate           $               53.00        $173.00                            $903.82 
Total               $           1,193.00     $1,612.00 
 
 

Thank you for your financial support! 
 
Birthday Greetings: Paige Tice (13th), Tammy Fuglseth (14th), Lorena Nohre (14th), J.J. Hamre (14th), Joe Cyr (17th) 
 
Wedding Anniversaries: Dwain & Gail Carlson (17th) 
 
Weekly Eucharistic Exposition with Adoration is held each Monday from 4-6 p.m. All are invited to come and spend 
some time in adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph’s. Please come and join us. 
 
Prayer blankets were given to: Doug Willits, Crookston, MN, from Gail Carlson; Greta Pfeiffer, Dilworth, MN, from 
Nancy Vigum; Sarah K. Jelley, Florida, from Mary Fouassier Flaig. Please keep everyone covered with a prayer blanket in 
your prayers. Thank you. 
 
Ash Wednesday Rotating back and forth between the parishes.  On Ash Wednesday, February 22, St. Lawrence will have 

Mass at 5:30 p.m. and St. Joseph will have Mass at 7:00 p.m.   There will not be a 7:00 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph that day 

but there will be a Mass at Pioneer Nursing home in Erskine at 10:00 a.m. 

Triduum Holy Week will be celebrated at St. Joseph’s this year.  I will set a meeting date for both parish liturgy 
committees to gather soon after Ash Wednesday.   

Ministers February 19th  February 26th 

Lector Dan Kuzma Sue Erickson 

Eucharist Karen Kurpius, Steven Massmann Paul Reese, Jerry Erickson 

Greeters/Ushers Emery Erickson, Paul Reese Greg & Gay Webster 

Collection Pam Reese, Kirsten Fuglseth Nancy Vigum, Paul Reese 

Sacristan Kirsten Fuglseth Kirsten Fuglseth 

Mass Server Jack Erickson Zach Dufault 

Gift Bearers Duane & Nicole Straus family Brian & Elizabeth Massmann family 

Breakfast Servers Maggie Coauette, Mary Kiefert, Elizabeth 
Massmann 

Ann Nephew, Gay Webster, Jane Vigness 

mailto:jce@gvtel.com


Diocesan Retreat The diocese is offering a two-day retreat.  The first day will be at St. Lawrence on March 12.  Bishop 
will celebrate the Mass at 10:30, then we will share a meal together and conclude with his retreat meditation at 1:00 
p.m.   All are invited to attend. 

Feast of St. Joseph This year we are going to celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph on March 15, the night of our monthly St. 
Joseph’s Table.    Look forward for further details about the celebration. 

Pastoral Council Members We have four open spots for pastoral council members.   Kirsten Fuglseth and Brian 
Massmann have agreed to run for a second term ending in 2026.   We also need to fill two positions that would end in 
2025, so a two-year term.  If you are interested in being a candidate, let me know.   If we have more candidates than 
positions, we will have an election in late April.     

Discussion/Support Group Starting - You are invited to join others in the parish for a series of facilitated discussions of 
concerns and issues brought on by the COVID 19 pandemic. The meetings continue here at St. Joseph’s, in the 
confirmation classroom, Monday evenings at 7PM. All are welcome to come.  
 
New Gather Hymnals We will be purchasing new hymnals this summer.  You have an opportunity to purchase a hymnal 
in memory of a loved one.   The forms are available at the entrance of the church. 

BRIDAL SHOWER All are welcome to join in celebrating at an open house bridal shower for Alexa Swenby on Saturday, 
March 4th from 10 am to 12 pm at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Fertile, MN. Lexi is the bride of Creighton Barrett of 
Bismarck, ND. 
 
“Spark” High School Youth Rally – Sunday, February 26, 10 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
The high school youth rally is coming up at the end of next month and will be right in our backyard at Win-E-Mac High 
School.  Bishop Cozzens will preside at Mass.   Tanner Kalina, a Catholic speaker, and missionary from Denver, will be the 
keynote.  In the Name Worship from the Twin Cities will lead the music.   I encourage all our high school youth to attend.  
Contact Kirsten for details.   

BUILD MY CHURCH! Is the theme of this year’s Diocesan Annual Appeal. We have much to be joyful about in the Diocese 
of Crookston! We just moved in last July, but our new Pastoral Center has quickly become a hub of encounter, 
evangelization, formation, prayer, retreat, and worship where we can build Christ’s Church through our diocese’s many 
parish, school, and diocesan ministries. Please be generous in supporting our bright future! Be on the lookout for a 
mailing sent to your home. Or you can fill out the in-pew envelope here in the parish or make a gift online by going to 
www.crookston.org/DAA  

Food for thought “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.” (MATTHEW 5:20) The Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law and  they used this to 
elevate themselves above the other people. Jesus is clear – it’s the love that you have in your heart, for God and others, 
that will get you to heaven. Simply following church rules to the letter and not out of love, does not necessarily put you 
on the path to heaven. Attending Sunday Mass and then gossiping about a fellow parishioner on the parking lot is an 
example of being a modern-day Pharisee.    
 
We thank Pam for the years she set up meals for St. Joseph’s Meal Ministry. But now, with her busy commitment to the 
local food shelf, she needs to hand off the meal ministry. Anyone interested in coordinating this? I have a job description 
of what she has done. More info: contact Gay 
 
Have you heard about Cursillo? It is a wonderful way to develop a closer relationship with God. It will change how you 
look at your family, work, and friendships. The Diocese of Crookston is offering a Men’s weekend February 23-26, 2023, 
at Mount St. Benedict Monastery in Crookston.  Applications are also available at your parish office or at 
crookstoncursillo.weebly.com 
 
If you know of any shut-ins, those not attending Mass, anyone who would like a home visit, or someone who may 
appreciate a visit please contact Father Larry at the office (218) 945-6649 or Fr. Larry’s cell at (218) 779-3550. 
 
Your Help is Needed: Ministry Schedule. Each week we need: 

1. Two ushers/greeters (please arrive by 8:10) 
2. One reader   
3. Two Eucharistic ministers of Holy Communion 
4. Two collection reporters 
5. One Sacristan  
6. Altar Servers 

Please sign up by emailing Donna Bjerk at stjoesfertile@gvtel.com or by taking a ministry form found on the credenza. 
Thank you for serving your community and don’t forget to invite your friends and loved ones to Mass! 
 
As a volunteer at Essentia Health-Fosston Hospice, you will enrich the lives of our patients and their families through a 
critical moment of life’s journey. Learn how you can become a volunteer by calling 218-435-7670.  
 
Fertile Food Shelf new hours: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month from 3:00-6:00 PM. Please call appointment or for 
emergency 281-945-3136.  
 

http://www.crookston.org/DAA
http://crookstoncursillo.weebly.com/
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St. Joseph's Table will be the third Wednesday of the month, in alignment with the Fertile Food Shelf schedule.  As we 
plan St. Joseph's Table events going forward, we would like parish input on meal ideas and proactive volunteering.  Get 
together with your friends, or have your family choose their favorite meal and sign up for a month that works for 
you.  There will be a sign-up list in the back of church.  If you are uncertain, Sue and Mark Erickson are willing to help you 
and your crew figure out the logistics of cooking for a crowd and with using the church kitchen equipment.  Again, 
contact Sue Erickson (218) 289-4694 or suerosha@gmail.com if you have questions. 
 

YOU are needed to provide care, stability, and nurture to children who need temporary homes. Polk County Social 
Service is seeking foster homes for children of all ages. Qualifications is to be 21 years old, have a steady income, and 
have a stable home. For further information, please contact Polk County Social Services at (218) 281-3127 or by website 
at www.co.polk.mn.us/275/foster-care. 

The Chosen – Season 3 

Watching The Chosen in community is a wonderful experience.  Some of the episodes for the new season have dropped 
so we will continue to offer a time to watch them together.   Starting Sunday, January 8, we will gather each Sunday at 7 
p.m. (except for Super Bowl Sunday) until Lent starts.  We will finish the final episodes after Easter.   Come and join us! 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL INFORMATION 

National Eucharist Congress: July 17-21, 2024, Reserve tickets now! 

As part of the three-year Eucharistic Revival, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops will be holding a National 
Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis, IN, on July 17-21, 2024. This event, primarily held at Lucas Oil Stadium in downtown 
Indianapolis, will feature times of adoration, speakers, prayer, and the celebration of Mass. The Diocese of Crookston 
was able to secure 250 tickets and the Diocesan Eucharistic Revival Committee is asking pastors to indicate how many 
tickets they wish to reserve for their parishioners by January 31st. If you wish to attend, please let your pastor know. The 
cost of each ticket is $200, and participants will have additional costs for accommodations (we have not been given 
hotel rates), meals and transportation. A link to the National Eucharistic Website information about the Congress is 
here: https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/ 

 

Eucharistic Missionaries 

Each parish in the diocese is asked to form a team of Eucharistic Missionaries.  For our size of parish, this will be about 
four people.    

We are asking missionaries to do three things:   

1. To be formed, by taking a course on the Eucharist from our Eucharistic Revival website and participating in any 
parish formation.  

2. To commit to growing in prayer through Eucharistic adoration on a weekly basis or by attending daily Mass at 
least once during the week.  

3. To look for ways to reach out to others to share with them the truth, beauty, and goodness of the Eucharist. 
Other training will be provided.    

The diocese is asking that these teams in each parish be formed by the end of January. 

If you are interested in being a Eucharist Missionary, please contact Fr. Larry.   
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