Office Hours:        Tuesday -  Thursday, 10 am - 3  pm
                                Friday, 10am  - 1pm 
Office Hours:  Tuesday -  Thursday, 10am - 3 pm
		Friday 10am—1pm		                     
Parish Secretary:   parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org
Bulletin News:        stjosephsbulletin@yahoo.com  
Website:               www.stjosephfrenchst.org  



Marriage:  
All couples contemplating marriage are asked to give the Pastor at least one year prior notice in order to satisfy all diocesan requirements for marriage.   All  couples must attend either Pre-Cana Classes or make an Engaged Encounter.  

Baptism:  
Before a child is Baptized, the parents and Godparents must participate in a  Pre-Baptismal program.  Please call the  Pastoral Center to make arrangements.

New Parishioners:                                   Welcome!    We encourage new families moving into the area to stop in or call the Pastoral Center and complete a  parish registration form.

Care of the Sick and Homebound:  The Pastor, Deacon, and special ministers of Holy Communion will gladly bring Communion to anyone who is ill or otherwise unable to get to Mass.  
The Pastor and Deacon make regular visits to local  hospitals.  Please notify the Parish  Office if any parishioner is ill or hospitalized.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, EMAIL, TELEPHONE NUMBER:  Contact the Parish Office if your personal contact information changes.  
1012 French Street,
Wilmington, DE  19801
302-658-4535 (Tel)  
 302-658-2006 (Fax)

The Cradle of African American Catholicism in Delaware


 MASS  SCHEDULE 
                        Saturday Vigil — 5:00 pm           Sunday —   10:00 am     
Mass — Tuesday thru Friday, 12:10 pm   

The Church is open for Prayer & Meditation Tuesday—Friday from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM.
Confessions are heard on Saturday at 4:30 pm and by appointment.
Saturday, 03/14
5:00 PM
People of the Parish 
Sunday, 03/15
10:00 am

Monday, 03/16
12:10 pm
NO MASS
Tuesday,  03/17
12:10 pm

Wednesday, 03/18
12:10 pm

Thursday, 03/19
12:10 pm

 Friday, 03/20
12:10 pm

Saturday, 03/21
5:00 pm
People of the Parish 
Sunday, 03/22
10:00 am

 Mass Intentions
March 14, 2020—  March 22, 2020


Archmere Academy invites you to tour our campus and attend our Open House which will be held on Sunday, November 20, 2011 at 1:00 P.M. in our Performing Arts Center. Our Scholarship/Entrance Exam will be administered on Saturday, December 10th at 9:00 A.M. in the McLaughlin-Mullen Student Life Center; we also offer alternate dates for the Scholarship/Entrance Exam.  There is a non-refundable $30 fee for the test. Call for more information or directions 302-798-6632 or 610-485-0373 or visit www.archmereacademy.com.












March 

Jasmine Blackwell		02
Ada Newby			03
Vivian Priest			03
Stephen Thorpe		03
Blanche Tucker		03
Ikesha McGill			07
Lettie Williams			07
James Wesley Mobley		08
Patrick Ouedraogo		11
Kenneth Pulliam, Sr.		11
William Ray, Jr.		12
Jean Toy			12
Demetrius Turner, Sr.		12
Ron Toy			13
Elizabeth Ashe			14
Kendelle Glynn			14
Chris Wright			15
Victor Newman			17
James Corbett			18
Sly Enwerem			19
J. Barcon Hilton		18
India Turner			19
Mercedes Zahralbin		19
Martin Willis			20
Avril Madison			22
Frances David			23
Bruce Daye, Jr.		25
D’Aviona Perrigan		27
Deidre Rogers			27
Joseph Rafter			29
Vincent Crumety		30
MeKaela Rashad		30
Ciairra Simmonds		31
Bertley Wharton			31





Note:   Apologies if your name does not appear on the  birthday list.   If this is the case, please call the parish office at 302.658.4535 or email the parish secretary at parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org   Please include your name , birth month, day and year.  
PARISH STAFF
Pastor:                  Rev. Paul M. Williams, OFM
Deacon:                                    Robert J. Cousar
Parish Secretary:                     Loretta L. Young
St. Vincent dePaul Society:      Fayetta Jackson
Director  Religious Education:          Mary Polk
Bookkeeper:                                 Jane Putscher
THROUGHOUT THE DIOCESE
St. Joseph’s Parish Life and News
Emergency contact  == To contact the pastor after hours, call the parish number.  The messages are checked every few hours, the first thing in the morning and the last thing at night.  When the pastor is away, the parish secretary checks the phone  frequently and will notify the pastor if there is a grave situation.






          The Sodality honors the Blessed Mother 
                    through prayer.  These ladies faithfully pray 
                    the rosary each Sunday before mass and they 
                    pray continuously for the parish, the city and 	       for individuals in need of the intercession of        
                    the Blessed Mother.   If you would like to  
                    join this ministry, please contact  Denise Scales on 302.368.9881.  
Junior Sodality 
The Jr. Sodality mission statement includes:	
having a deeper appreciation and understanding of others by enriching values of respect, responsibility and sharing with the guidance and example of St. Joseph Senior Sodality.  Making a difference by bringing joy, love and refreshments to brighten the lives of others including  St. Joseph community and the shut-in, hosting a luncheon for those less fortunate, sharing in the ministries of the church and participating in the Angel Tree Adopt A Child Program.  ALL YOUNG LADIES, 6 TO 14, IN THE DIOCESE ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT Jean Toy, 302.658.2218 or                                                         Margaret Levesque, 302-656-0813. THANK YOU.

Buy gift/ pre-paid cards for a good cause.  
Please consider buying gift/ pre-paid cards for everyday items & gifts.  Proceeds are used to support the mission of the Knights of Peter Claver, such as service to the Church, assistance to the needy and youth scholarship.  Order forms are in the back of the church or online.  For information, phone 302 598 0448; Email: kpc.scrip@stjosephfrenchst.org
Web: http:kpc.stjosephfrenchst.org.KPC_ScripFundRaisingInfo.pdf

Baylor Prison Ministry:  Every Friday morning, parishioners and friends brighten the lives of women who are incarcerated.  On the first and third Friday, Fr. Paul celebrates mass.  For additional information, please contact Rose Henderson, 302-762-9044. 


St. Joseph’s 




Meets in the Parish Center. Bring your book, a friend,  snack, and your insights to this lively discussion.  
Monday, March 30, 2020
The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton
The group meets at 7:00 pm in the parish center.  Please see Geraldine Cochran for information.
.   





￼
￼
￼
New  members 
are welcome.   
￼
￼
 This Child Will Be Great,  by Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.  Our next  meeting date is Monday, September 22, 2014  7:00PM
 
                                Gone Girl,   by Gillian Flynn.  meeting date is Monday, January 26, 2015  7:00PM
the next book club is: The Husband’s Secret, by Liane Moriarty
Monday, May 26,  7:00PM
March  Liturgy Schedule 




Sunday, March 1, 10:00 am  - First Sunday of Lent
Ramaj Gray ~  Altar Servers
Raheem Wiles ~ Altar Server in training
Denise Scales ~ Greeter
Geraldine Cochran ~ Lector 1                 
Lorraine Eckrich ~ Lector 2

Saturday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.
Herbert Sterling ~  Lector

Sunday, March 8, 10:00 am - Second Sunday of Lent
Jaylyn Walker  ~  Altar Servers
Sheris Owens ~ Greeter
Jed Donahue ~  Lector  1       
Lisa Mims ~ Lector 2

Saturday, March 14, 5:00 p.m.
Vernon Taylor ~  Lector


Sunday, March 15, 10:00 am - Youth Sunday
Roberto Rivera ~  Altar Server
James Townsend  ~  Altar Server
Tyler Loosarian ~ Greeter
Timothy Loosarian  ~ Lector 1                        
Michael Simmonds, Jr. ~ Lector 2


Saturday, March 21, 5:00 pm
Judy Gallagher  ~  Lector

Sunday, March 22, 10:00 am - Fourth Sunday of Lent
Jamia Walker  ~  Altar Servers
Fayetta Jackson ~ Greeter
Herb Sterling ~  Lector  1       
William Ray ~ Lector 2

Saturday, March 28, 5:00 pm
Stephen Thorpe ~  Lector

Sunday, March 29, 10:00 am - Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jayla Walker  ~  Altar Servers
Denise Scales ~ Greeter
Lisa Mims ~  Lector  1       
Kevin O’Connell ~ Lector 2



NOTE:   
Due to the flu and coronavirus epidemics, we choose to be cautious and will only offer communion under one species until further notice.  We will not serve communion 
from the cup.
Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies' Auxiliary   is                  comprised of over 18,000 Catholic family members. We continue our expansion efforts welcoming all Catholics to join. Our purpose is to render service to God and His Holy Church.   If you would like to join our organization please see Grand Knight Vincent Robinson or Grand Lady Brenda Burns.   











    

Parish Leadership

Parish Council is advisory to the pastor on  matters of the church such as the mass schedule, improvements to the building, parish social life, etc.   The Council meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm and all parishioners are invited.   Parish Council does not meet in June, July, August or December.   The next meeting is April 15, 2020.

Fr. Paul Williams, President
Deacon Cousar, Ex Officio
  Linda Abili             Stephanie T. Bolden
          Thomas E. Gallagher       J. Barcon Hilton           
               Deirdre Robinson      	Doris Matthews               John Rando            Cheryl Riviere          Loretta Young

		
The Finance Committee is responsible for helping the pastor with creating and managing the budget and to ensure the parish is fiscally sound.   Members are appointed by the pastor and meet quarterly.  
Current committee members are:  
Deacon Bob Cousar, Chair
Dana Crumety    Judy Gallagher
Herb Sterling    Bertley Wharton


Stock the Pantry - Catholic Charities
Non-Perishable Food Donations
A barrel for non-perishable foods is located in the vestibule of the church.   Please help to replenish their food closets by contributing non-perishable food items as well as personal hygiene items such as soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, etc. To make a cash donation online, visit https://www.cdow.org/ccdonation.html.  

St. Joseph Choir 

	If you would like to help us celebrate the Mass and get extra credit, (because you know when you sing you are praying twice), please come and join the St. Joseph Choir.  We rehearse and sing every Sunday, except 4th Sunday, in the Parish Center Conference Room at 9:15 AM.   If you are interested, please see DeAnna Cardenas. 

Wilmington Diocese Gospel Choir 
WDGC sings at  St. Joseph on the fourth Sunday and throughout  the Diocese during the year.   All voices are invited to join us for rehearsal on Thursday’s at 6:30pm in the church.   For information, call Brenda Burns at                       302-322-6899.

In addition, to become a member of the Saint Joseph Choir or the Gospel Choir, you can simply call the parish office.  
TRIP TO THE BATHROOM

Little people sometimes find it necessary to make a bathroom visit during mass to relieve boredom if nothing else.  Fellowship hall and the bathrooms are unsupervised and accessible to outsiders.  For the safety of our little ones, their grown-up should accompany them when they take a break.  Nothing has happened and we want to be sure it doesn’t.
Parking Lot 
During the weekdays, the parking spaces are not available.  In addition, please  do not park in the pastors’ or volunteer parking slots.    These slots are available on Sunday, but never during the weekday.  If you have a special request,  please call the office.   Thank you.
FOR THE SAKE OF GOD’S CHILDREN

Reporting Allegations of Child Abuse to Authorities

       1. Division of Family Services at 1-800-292-9582
       2. State Attorney General’s Office 302-577-8310
       3. Report to Fr. Paul, Deacon Cousar or Loretta Young
       4. Report to  Diocese: Vicar General 302-573-3118
Notary Services Available 
Upon Request.
See Loretta Young
                    Pastor
  Rev. Paul M. Williams, OFM pw4ofm@aol.com

   Deacon
   Deacon Robert J. Cousar


Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Parish Registration Form
Last  Name:_________________________________________

Full Name: 
 ______________________________________________

Birthdate:  (month, date, year) ______________________

Church of Baptism:_______________________________

Date of  Baptism: ________________________________

List all resident family members with birthdates, you wish to register at Saint Joseph’s and the relationship of all.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Email Address:
______________________________________________
Mailing Address:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Cellular Phone: ________________________________
Home Telephone:_______________________________
Daily Mass offerings around us…
6:30am         	St. Ann, IHM                        
6:45am         	St. Anthony (M-S)
7:00am         	St. Elizabeth 
7:30am         	St. Joseph on the Brandywine
8:00am        	St. Ann, St. Anthony, 
		St. Patrick( M, W, F), 
		St. Thomas (TWT)
		St. Hedwig (F)
		St. Joseph on the Brandywine (S)
8:30am         	Corpus Christi (MWF)
                             St. Elizabeth (S)
		St. Matthew (TTS)
		St. Mary Magdalen
9:00am         	IHM
		St. Patrick’s (First Saturday — Latin)
12:05             	St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
12:10 		St. Joseph French St
12:10             	Cathedral of St Peter (T, W, T, F)
5:30 PM                 St. Patrick (TT) – with confession at 5:00 
6:00pm         	St Thomas (M)
                                St. Patrick’s (First Friday — Latin)
6:30pm         	St. Hedwig (M-Th)
                                St. Paul (T-F) Spanish
In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Office of Priestly and Religious Vocations

Jesus commanded us to pray for vocations with his words, “Pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9:38). Take on prayer for vocations as your personal effort to increase the number of priests, sisters, brothers, and lay ministers.
Contact Fr. Norm Carroll vocations@cdow.org 302-573-3113 www.vocations@cdow.org
DATE
       DRIVER
Sunday, March 1
Daniel Mims
Sunday, March 8
Yolanda Mohammed 
Sunday, March 15
Vanel Fleury
Sunday, March 22
Yolanda Mohammed 
Sunday, March 29
Vanel Fleury
    Parish Bus - March Schedule
			













                                                    
                                                                       
                                                               God Bless Our Bus Drivers!   


Marriage Moments (by Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net)

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Water is a universal human need. Each time you drink together this week, may it remind you to refresh your love. 

PARENTING POINTERS
 If you are a single parent we honor you for the effort you must make to provide continuous care for your child, often without the help of a ready partner. If you are blessed to have a helpmate, make plans to reach out to a parent who needs a helping hand next weekend. 
Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

During this holy season, we examine and rflect upon our lives and call on God for aid.  There are times in our lives—and this may be one of them—when we feel alone, abandoned.  We may ask, as the Chosen People did when thirsting in the desert, “Is the Lord in our midst or not?”  As we grow weary crossing the deserts in our life, let us remember Jesus’ words, 
“I am with you always.”

Fr. Paul
}  Listen to Catholic Forum every Saturday morning at 11:00 on Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, March 21st, Fr. William Saunders will discuss his new book, “Celebrating a Holy Catholic Easter: A Guide to the Customs and Devotions of Lent and the Season of Christ’s Resurrection.”  After it airs, listen online anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum..., or search “Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio podcasts.  For photos, information regarding upcoming guests, links and more, “Like” Catholic Forum on Facebook at facebook.com/Catholicf....  

SVDP IS SEEKING VOLUNTEERS!

St. Vincent DePaul Society has implemented an automated process for individuals seeking assistance.  Those needing assistance should go to www.svdpwilm.org and submit the online assistance form located at the top of the home page.  A Saint Vincent DePaul volunteer will respond to the requester as quickly as possible.   If you are a parishioner and in need of assistance, just call the parish office at 302-658-4535.  
Please remember and pray for our sick and shut-in, and those who serve in the military 
Avery Bordley
Donald Evans
 Christian Coleman
 Nellie Lawrence
 Jennie Dahl
Ronald Toy
Joanna Warren
 Adele & Fred Reed
 Kendra Denhardt 
 Arlene Dahl
Leta Johnson
Delores Tuller
 Leonard J. Young, Jr.
 Giuseppina Fazzone
 Marie Corbitt
Tanya Wilson
Mark Gallagher
 John Thompson
  Jemison Asante
 Jacqueline Smith
Jeffrey Britton
Tony Dash
 Mary Joan Thompson
  Vivian Priest
 Sean Willis
Joe Owens
Doris Gallagher
 Maryann Brown-Martin
  Rose Henderson
 Jean Toy
Ethel Barrett
Gerry Reybold
 Charlie Anderson
  Jessica Fullman
 Clifton Coleman
THANKS FOR BEING HERE!

If you would like to become an active  member of Saint Joseph’s Parish we invite you to complete the Parish Registration form below and place the completed form in the Offertory basket or send to he Parish Office.  Someone from the Parish Office will contact you.






► CCD ~ Parish Center immediately following mass 
► March 15, 22, 29 ~ 11:15 am, Divine Mercy Chaplet 
► March  20, 27  ~ Lenten Fish Fry sponsored by Knights of Peter Claver 
► March 19 ~   KPC Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, 5:15pm Conference Call 
► March 21 ~   Junior Sodality, 12 noon
► March 22 ~   Lenten Penance Service, 3:00 pm St. Anthony of Padua
► March 22 ~   St. Joseph’s Kateri Circle Meeting, 11:30 am
► April 03    ~   Last Day for Lenten Fish Fry! 
► April 05    ~   Palm Sunday
► April         ~   Sodality Meeting, 8:45 am
► April 5,19, 26  ~ 11:15 am, Divine Mercy Chaplet 
► April 09 ~ Holy Thursday, 7:00 pm Mass
► April 10 ~ Good Friday, 2pm Stations of the Cross, 3:00pm Liturgy
► April 11 ~ Knights of Peter Claver Meeting, 10:00 am
► April 11 ~ Easter Vigil —  7:00 pm Mass
► April 12 ~ Easter Sunday — 10:00 am Mass 





































                                    




 






Weekly Collections
The parish requires a weekly collection of $4,901 to cover expenses.  
The numbers below compares 2020 with the same week in 2019.   Thank you for being consistent with your donations.  P lease be prayerful about your contributions to the parish.  

   March 8, 2020 - $2,431                March 9, 2019 - $3,809
		


Question of the Week


What do I thirst for spiritually?  Can I find sustenance in the life-giving water I have received?  How can I share this living water with those around me?
Sunday Morning Fellowship

Coffee, tea, condiments  and cups will be provide by the Parish. Volunteers are needed to provide pastries, donuts, fruit, etc.  Stephanie Bolden has agreed to coordinate this ministry.  Dunkin Donuts are $63 per week and Fr. Paul will pick-up.  However, if you would like to sponsor a Sunday, you may choose to do something other than donuts.   If you’re interested, please contact Stephanie at 302-428-1269.



Sponsors
1st Sunday
Ladies of the Sodality
2nd Sunday
Sandra & Jed Donahue
3rd Sunday
Gail & John Rando and  Adrienne & Rob Hopson
4th Sunday
Knights of Peter Claver & Ladies Auxiliary
5th Sunday
Judy & Tom Gallagher

Many  parishioners from St. Joseph parish have been laid to rest at  Cathedral Cemetery located at 2400 Lancaster Ave. Wilmington. With the growing acceptance of cremation, the  cemetery has just constructed 320  companion niches for the above ground entombment of cremated bodies. These niches  are located in the beautiful climate controlled Queen of Apostles Chapel and are now available at a special introductory price through April 30, 2020.  For those choosing  traditional burial there are both lots and crypts available as well. For more information contact Deb at Cathedral Cemetery by calling 516 – 7618. A few minutes planning ahead will save your loved ones from confusion and anxiety in the future. 
Cathedral Cemetery has been serving the local community for 144 years. We are professionally managed with a full time on site staff 
to serve your needs.

Cathedral Cemetery has been serving the local community for 144 years. We are professionally managed with a full time on site staff to serve your needs.
Flu & Cold Season:  Please take precautionary measures such as washing hands often and thoroughly.  If you are under the weather please take care not to share your misery with others.    We all will all bless you for it.    Due to the flu and coronavirus epidemic we choose to be cautious and will only offer communion under one species until further notice. That is, we will not offer communion from the cup at this time.  
    Chaplet of Divine Mercy Prayer

Beginning Sunday, February 23rd and every Sunday up to Divine Mercy Sunday (except Easter Sunday) we will pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 11:15 am following mass.  

What is Divine Mercy?
God’s willingness to forgive our sins.
God’s patience with our shortcomings.
God’s unconditional love for us.
God’s willingness to reach out to us and save us from our sins time and time again.


March 15, 2020
Third Sunday of Lent

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards.
Fast & Abstinence
￼
 
Pregnant and parenting moms in need are in our parishes and our neighborhoods. As Pope Francis reminds us, our parishes need to be “islands of mercy in the midst of a sea of indifference.” Everyone in the parish community should know where to refer a pregnant woman in need.

The 25th anniversary year of Evangelium vitae gives us a wonderful opportunity to assess, expand, and communicate resources to pregnant moms and families in need. The USCCB is inviting parishes, through the support of their bishop and pastor, to join a nationwide effort from March 25, 2020 to March 25, 2021 entitled: “Walking with Moms in Need: A Year of Service.”

For this Year of Service, the Pro-Life Committee is developing educational, pastoral, and action-oriented resources for parish use, such as:

Tools for documenting an inventory of local resources for pregnant mothers in need.  
Ideas for improving parish responses.  
Prayers for building a culture of life and a civilization of love.  
Parish resources, including a parish action guide, graphics, prayers, etc. are available at walkingwithmoms.com.
CANCELLED
Easter Raffle

The Sodality is raffling off an Easter Egg filled with $100 in gift cards. 
Tickets- 3 for $5 
and the raffle will 
be held on Palm Sunday. 
See any Sodality member for tickets. proceeds to assist 
the Young Ladies of the 
Blessed Mother.

Remember to practice “social distancing.”  This means no unnecessary activities — travel, social engagements, etc.    Avoid groups of people because it’s likely that someone has the virus, but does not have any systems.  Elderly members of society  (age 60 or greater)  and individuals with other health issues (immunosuppressed, disease impact the immune system, etc) seem to be more susceptible than others.  Younger people, must be extra cautious as well in order to avoid spreading the virus to  elderly family members and friends.   
Remember,  someone in the crowd is likely to carry the virus.   


Anyone who has returned from a country with a level 2 or higher travel alert - China, Italy, Iran, Japan, and South Korea - in the past 14 days and has developed symptoms such as coughing, fever and shortness of breath, should contact the Division of Public Health at 
1-866-408-1899.

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)









"Amid the growing concerns regarding the COVID-19 virus, it is important to be mindful of common sense practices that should be observed at all times.  

The faithful of the Diocese of Wilmington are urged to observe standard precautions, including practicing good hygiene, washing hands frequently and covering your mouth when sneezing or coughing.

Parishioners are also reminded that if they are sick, especially with flu-like symptoms, they should stay home for their own well-being and that of others. If parishioners are sick or suspect they are sick with a contagious illness, they are not bound by the Sunday Mass obligation. The faithful should also be reminded that they should not receive from the chalice if they are feeling ill."

The Diocese of Wilmington will continue to monitor all information and updates provided by federal, state and local government officials. 
CANCELLED UNTIL AFTER EASTER

