
 

 

If you would like to register with 
the parish,  please access the 

registration form located on our 
website  

www.stjosephfrenchst.org   
  

:   
All couples contemplating marriage 
are asked to give the Pastor at least 
one year prior notice in order to 
satisfy all diocesan requirements for 
marriage.   All  couples must attend 
either Pre-Cana Classes or make an 
Engaged Encounter.   
 

 
B :   
Before a child is Baptized, the 
parents and Godparents must 
participate in a  Pre-Baptismal 
program.  The baptism registration 
form is located on the parish 
website listed under the Sacraments. 
 
N  P :                                   
Welcome!    We encourage new 
families moving into the area to 
access the parish website and 
complete the registration form. 
 
C    S   
H :  This ministry is 
restricted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.   Please notify the Parish  
Office if any parishioner is ill or 
hospitalized. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, EMAIL, 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:  Contact 
the Parish Office if your personal 

Office Hours:  Tuesday —Thursday 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
                                             Friday 10:00 am -1:00 pm   
                         
Parish Secretary:   parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org 
 

Website:               www.stjosephfrenchst.org   
 
YouTube Channel:   St Josephs Downtown Wilmington 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-ljIa9-IU0OS9jPbe2ddQ 
 

 

1012 French Street 
Wilm,. DE  19801 
302-658-4535 (Tel)   
 302-658-2006 (Fax) 

 

The Cradle of African American Catholicism 

  

MASS  SCHEDULE  
                        Saturday Vigil — 5:00 pm           Sunday —   10:00 am      

Weekday Mass — Wednesday and Friday 12:10 pm    
 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 4:30 pm and by appointment. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  ► Monday Rosary Prayer ~ @ 12:15 pm via Conference Call  
► 1-515-603-4906, access code 178602          

  ► Friday Bible Study 1:00 pm via Zoom  
  ► CCD Zoom Classes —12pm Every Sunday 
  ► February 17 ~ Ash Wednesday, 12:10pm Mass with Ashes 
  ► February 19 ~ Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday During Lent 
         immediately following Mass 
  ► March 19     ~ Feast of Saint Joseph  
  ► March 29     ~ St. Joseph’s Book Club, 7:00 PM via Zoom 
                             ► A Piece of Cake by Cupcake Brown 
 

Weekly Collections 
The parish requires a weekly collection of $4,901 to cover expenses.   

The numbers below compares 2021 with the same week in 2020.   
Thank you for being consistent with your donations.  P lease be 

prayerful about your contributions to the parish.  
           
           Feb 7, 2021—$2,035              Feb 9, 2020 - $3,184 

  

February 14, 2020 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Question of the Week 
 
 

What strained bond can I help heal this week? 
What barrier can I break down? 



 

 

 Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 2/13 5:00 pm People of the Parish  

Sunday, 02/14 10:00 am President Joe Biden & Dr. Jill Biden 
Requested by Dr. Raymond & Patricia Hanbury 

Wednesday, 02/17 12:10 pm  

Friday, 02/19 10:00 am  

Saturday, 02/20 5:00 pm People of the Parish  

Sunday, 02/21 10:00 am President Joe Biden & Dr. Jill Biden 
Requested by Dr. Raymond & Patricia Hanbury 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator:                   Rev. John C. McVoy 
Deacon:                                    Robert J. Cousar 
Parish Secretary:                     Loretta L. Young 
St. Vincent dePaul Society:      Fayetta Jackson 
Director  Religious Education:          Mary Polk 
Bookkeeper:                                 Jane Putscher 

Listen to Catholic Forum every Saturday afternoon at 1:30 on 
Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, February 20th, tune in to 

hear an interview with Martin Joseph, author of the book, 
“Searching for Hope.” Listen to Catholic Forum online anytime 
at cdow.org/CatholicForum..., or search “Catholic Forum” on 

Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio podcasts.  For photos, 
information regarding upcoming guests, links and more, 
“Like” Catholic Forum on Facebook at facebook.com/

Catholicf....  
 

 

 
 

In many respects, Jesus was a great innovator. He used the image of new wine for his 
ministry, declaring that his new wine required new wineskins. In other words, the traditional 
way of doing things would no longer do. Yet, Jesus also had great respect for his own 
Jewish tradition. The Scriptures of his people nourished and inspired him. In the gospels 
Jesus declares that he has come not to abolish the Law and the prophets, the two most 
authoritative sections of the Jewish Scriptures, but to complete them. He did not pretend to 
be starting from scratch. There was much in the tradition of his own people which he 
valued, but he wanted to bring that tradition to a greater richness and fullness; he came to 
renew Israel’s tradition not to replace it. Jesus’ attitude to his own religious tradition 
suggests that we don’t simply jettison our religious tradition but we don’t just canonize it 
either. It is true that the church is always in need of renewal; the new wine of the Holy Spirit 
will always require new wineskins. Yet, this work of renewal will always involve 
honoring  what is best in our tradition by allowing its rich potential to be fully realized. 
Likewise, the Holy Spirit renews our own personal lives by honoring what is best in our own 
unique story at St Joseph's while moving us towards new horizons. 

Blessings, 

Fr. John McVoy (Fr Mac) 

 

From the  
Desk of  

Fr. John McVoy 



 

 

Action Items from Staff Meeting — February 9, 2021 
 

 All items secured for Fridays in Lent and Palm Sunday. Loretta will secure a video to post on our website for the 
Stations of the Cross and order a suitable length altar cloth. 

 
 Deacon Cousar’s Action Items: 

 Mailbox installed and keys distributed to the appropriate personnel. 
 Quote for programmable thermostat will be reviewed for better pricing 
 Quote requested from Reskovitv for a new burner for furnace. 
 Visit with Ben Terranova to discuss plaster and statue repairs- *Mtg scheduled for 1200 today. 
 Mileage reports due for bus usage 
 Church chimes are needed before Easter. Demo will be scheduled. 
 Replacement part for musician’s microphone will be checked for warranty. 
 Hi rise toilet will be purchased for parish center bathroom 
 

 Fr McVoy Action Items: 
 Mass Intention are for the Deceased. Stipends offered will be noted  and made available for the Auditor’s 

report. 
 Grants have been applied for in order to  aid in the restoration of the Church structures 
 Avoid duplication of information delivered via the Sunday Bulletin and the email blasts every week. 

Consolidate and refer email participants back to the online bulletin. 
 Gov. John Carney has increased seating capacity in Churches to 50% of normal occupancy.  

 

Join the Employment Support Network and get the help you need. As an organization committed to supporting 
individuals and families during unexpected challenges and difficult transitions, Jewish Family Services understands the 
impact sudden unemployment has on your financial stability and emotional well-being. The Employment Support 
Network can help you overcome the challenges of job loss due to COVID-19. This free program connects you with 
reliable, trained volunteers, who provide emotional support and wellness coaching, financial management training, and 
access to appropriate mental health resources. You don’t have to do this on your own! Visit jfsdelaware.org/employ...   

Born in 1813 to a ‘free woman of color’, Henriette was raised and 
educated in the arts of French literature, music and dancing, in 
preparation to be placed in a”placage” arrangement (type of common law 
marriage) with a wealthy white man.  Since she was raised as a Catholic, 
over time, she felt this arrangement went against her Church teachings.  
To the dismay of her mother, Henriette became very interested in 
educating and caring for the poor. In 1836 she founded a small order of 
nuns – Sisters of the Presentation – 7 Creole women and 1 French 
woman.  They cared for the sick, helped the poor and instructed free and 
enslaved children and adults. In 1837, Henriette became the Mother of the 
order and its name was changed in 1842 to Sisters of the Holy Family. 
She continued her work of service to the poor of New Orleans until her 
death in 1862. 
 

Henriette Delille is the first United States native born African American 
whose cause for canonization has been officially opened by the Catholic 
Church. She was named Venerable by Pope Benedict XVI in March 2010.  

“Servant of Slaves”  

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
 
 

Venerable Henriette deLille 
 
               

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 ADDITIONAL NEWS 

PUT PREVENTION INTO PRACTICE 
 
 

NATIONAL DONOR DAY 
Observed every year on February 14th, National Donor Day is an observance 
dedicated to spreading awareness and education about organ, eye and 
tissue donation. By educating and sharing the Donate Life message, we can 
each take small steps every day to help save and heal more lives, and honor 
the donor’s legacy of generosity and compassion. (Source: 
www.donatelife.net/celebrations/national-donor-day 

 
 COVID-19 VACCINE 
Learn more about where and how you can get vaccinated if you fall into Phase 1B. 
Please note: initially, State-held vaccination events will be focused on vaccinating 
individuals 65 and over. Pharmacies’, Events, Medical Providers are listed on this 
website. Get the facts! 
(Source: https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/vaccine/where-can-i-get-my-vaccine/) 
 
Q. How long does it take for me to be immune to COVID-19? 
 A. After about two weeks, your immunity to COVID-19 will reach about 50 percent. 
Then after another 21 or 28 days you will get a second dose. Two weeks after the 
second dose is when you reach 95 percent immunity. So plan on a process of five to 
six weeks. (Source: Pfizer data) 
 
Q. If I get vaccinated, why do I still need to wear a mask and social distance? 
 A. It takes a few weeks for your body to build up protection. Also, we do not know if 
vaccines keep you from getting infected (we hope so!) or just keep you from getting 
sick if you are infected and you might still infect others who are not vaccinated (we 
hope not). This is still under study. (Source: Pfizer and Moderna trial data) 
 
Q. Can I still get COVID-19 if I get the vaccine?  
A. Yes. The vaccines available now are about 95 percent effective if you receive 
both doses. That’s not 100 percent, so that means some vaccinated people might 
still get sick if infected. However, the vaccine will reduce the risk of severe 
symptoms or hospitalization. (Source: CDC, Mayo) 
 
Q. Will the vaccines protect against new variants?  
A. Yes. The new variants that turned up in the UK (B.1.1.7) and South Africa 
(501.V2) are similar enough that if you are vaccinated, your body will recognize 
them and respond to fight them. (Source: Pfizer data) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Jessica Chaplin   01 
 Sam Donahue   02 
 Zoe Donahue   02 
 Seth Eckrich   02 
 John Polk, Jr.   02 
 Brenda Burns   04 
 Samia Hopson   04 
 Denise Scales   04 
 Daniel Caesar   05 
 Mary Kegelman   08 
 Bernard Pearce   10 
 Sidney Abili   13 
 Le’Verne Cecere  15 
 Marcus Small   15 
 George Winston  16 
 Lorraine Eckrich  16 
 Kaeman Saunders  18 
 L’Ause Dye   20 
 Jacqueline Loosararian  21 
 David May, III   21 
 Kathleen Hodges  23 
 Albert Scales, Sr.  23 
 Chanae Council   25 
 Mattu Pennoh   25 
 Valerie Williams  28 

 
Note:   Apologies if your name does not appear on the  
birthday list.   If this is the case, please call the parish 
office at 302.658.4535 or email the parish secretary 

at parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org   Please 
include your name , birth month, day and year. 

from the Office for Marriage and Family Life…   
 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS:  Today we celebrate Valentine’s Day. Choose 
one favor to surprise your beloved with. Your love is a daily act, not just 
one day a year.  
 
PARENTING POINTERS: Think first before you are tempted to say to 
your child, “Later, dear” or “Can’t it wait”, or “We’ll do it tomorrow (or next 
week)”.  Consider that love and a listening ear are the greatest things you 
can give your children.  

P         - ,         
Charlie Anderson    Mary Bossack Marie Reed  Gerry Reybold 

Gwen Sanders Guissepina Fazzone Stephanie Bolden Mary Polk 
Laura Altman    

I  O  T   P  

 

If you would like to be added to our sick and shut-in list, please send email to parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org or call the parish office 302-658-4535. Names 
of parishioners in hospitals or facilities will remain on the list indefinitely.   All others will remain for one month, unless there are extenuating circumstances.   

 


