
 

 

If you would like to register with the 
parish, please access the registration 

form located on our website 
www.stjosephfrenchst.org  

 
M :   
All couples contemplating marriage 
are asked to give the Pastor at least 
one year prior notice in order to 
satisfy all diocesan requirements for 
marriage.   All  couples must attend 
either Pre-Cana Classes or make an 
Engaged Encounter.   
 

B :   
Before a child is Baptized, the 
parents and Godparents must 
participate in a  Pre-Baptismal 
program.  Please call the  Pastoral 
Center to make arrangements. 
 
N  P :                                   
Welcome!    We encourage new 
families moving into the area to stop 
in or call the Parish Office and 
complete a  registration form. 
 
C    S   
H :  This ministry is 
restricted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.   Please notify the Parish  
Office if any parishioner is ill or 
hospitalized. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, EMAIL, 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:  Contact 
the Parish Office if your personal 

Office Hours During Pandemic:  Wednesday 10am - 2 pm 
                         
Parish Secretary:   parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org 
 
Website:               www.stjosephfrenchst.org   
 
YouTube Channel:     St Josephs Downtown Wilmington 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-ljIa9-IU0OS9jPbe2ddQ 

1012 French Street 
Wilm,. DE  19801 
302-658-4535 (Tel)   
 302-658-2006 (Fax) 

 

THE CRADLE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOLICISM IN DELAWARE 

MASS  SCHEDULE  
                        Saturday Vigil — 5:00 pm           Sunday —   10:00 am      

Weekday Mass — Wednesday and Friday 12:10 pm    
 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 4:30 pm and by appointment. 

 

 
 
  ► Monday Rosary Prayer ~ @ 12:15 pm via Conference Call  

► 1-515-603-4906, access code 178602 
          

  ► Friday Bible Study 1:00 pm via ZOOM  

  ► Stations of the Cross, Every Friday During Lent, 12:45pm  

  ► March 03  ~ COVID Testing in front of Church, 10am - 4pm 

  ► March 19 ~ Solemnity of Saint Joseph  
    - 12:10 pm Memorial Mass 
    - 12:45 pm Stations of the Cross 
    - 01:15 pm Consecration in Honor of Saint  Joseph 

 

  ► March 29 ~ St. Joseph’s Book Club, 7:00 PM via ZOOM 
            ► A Piece of Cake by Cupcake Brown 

More detail on inside pages 

Weekly Collections 
The parish requires a weekly collection of $4,901 to cover expenses.   

The numbers below compares 2020 with the same week in 2020.   
Thank you for being consistent with your donations.  P lease be 

prayerful about your contributions to the parish.  
           
      Feb 14, 2021, 2021—$3,371             Feb 16, 2020 - $2,493 

February 21, 2021 

Question of the Week 
 

 
What cross have I been avoiding that I should  
accept during this time in the Lenten desert?  

 Be Silent and let God speak to your heart 

Fast + Pray + Give 



 

 

 Mass Intentions 
February 20, 2021— February 28, 2021 

Saturday, 2/20 5:00 pm People of the Parish  

Sunday, 02/21 10:00 am President Joe Biden & Dr. Jill Biden Requested by 
Dr. Raymond & Patricia Hanbury  

Wednesday, 02/24 12:10 pm  

Friday, 02/26 10:00 am  

Saturday, 2/27 5:00 pm People of the Parish  

Sunday, 02/28 10:00 am  

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator:                   Rev. John C. McVoy 
Deacon:                                    Robert J. Cousar 
Parish Secretary:                     Loretta L. Young 
St. Vincent dePaul Society:      Fayetta Jackson 
Director  Religious Education:          Mary Polk 
Bookkeeper:                                 Jane Putscher 

 

Introduction to the Liturgy 

 
Forty days from now we will find ourselves at the foot of the cross. How can we prepare 
ourselves for this? Jesus’ words at the beginning of his ministry are apt: “Repent, and 

believe in the gospel.” Let us ask ourselves how we have sinned. Let us feel remorse for 
those times we have fallen short. Let us resolve to turn back to God and live out the gospel 

in our day-to-day lives. Let us find ourselves able to approach the cross forty days from 
today with profound gratitude for what our Lord has done for us.  

Wednesday 
March 3, 2021 

 

10:00 am—4:00 pm 
 

 1012 N. French Street 



 

 

Many are advocating the cause of Pierre Toussaint, the “Angel of Charity”. He was 
born a slave on a sugar plantation in Haiti on June 27, 1766. Toussaint, with his 
owners immigrated to New York City in 1787. There, he was entered into 
apprenticeship as a hairdresser and became renown as a master in this trade. He 
used his skill to pay for his sister’s freedom and perform many, many acts of 
charity, giving away most of his salary to the poor of the city. He obtained his own 
freedom at the death of his owner.   Each morning, he attended mass at Saint 
Peter’s Church on Barclay Street.  

After he obtained his freedom, Toussaint married Juliette Noel in 1811, a Haitian 
woman he had known for years.  They purchased a large house, and took in many 
black orphans, educating them and teaching them trades.  They purchased the 
freedom of dozens of slaves.  They also aided French refugees, often doing so 
secretly so as not to hurt the pride of the recipients of their bounty.    
 
They cared for the sick, especially in the periodic yellow fever epidemics, often  

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 

nursing the sick in their home.   As Toussaint aged he was often urged by his friends to retire and enjoy life.  His 
response:  “I have enough for myself, but if I stop working I have not enough for others.” 

Toussaint and his wife filled their lives with charity and good works until her death in 1851. Toussaint’s life was a 
miracle of charity and kindness.  Born a slave, he did not allow that fact to prevent him from helping his fellow man, 
whatever their race.  He overcame every adversity in his life through his complete embrace of the commandment of 
Christ, “Love one another”. 

Toussaint died in 1853. On December 18, 1996 Toussaint was proclaimed Venerable by Pope John Paul II.   

Venerable Pierre Toussaint 
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MARCH 19, 2021 

 

 12:10 PM MASS 
 12:45 PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 1:15 PM CONSECRATION  

CONTINUOUS LIVESTREAMING 

Listen to Catholic Forum every Saturday afternoon at 1:30 
on Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, February 20th, tune 
in to hear an interview with Martin Joseph, author of the 

book, “Searching for Hope.” Listen to Catholic 
Forum online anytime at www.cdow.org/CatholicForum, or 
search “Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio 

podcasts.  For photos, information regarding upcoming 
guests, links and more, “Like” Catholic Forum on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Catholicforum.   



 

 

PUT PREVENTION INTO PRACTICE 
 

Did you know that people who have close relationships at 
home, work, or in their community tend to be healthier and 
live longer? One reason, according to the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI), is that we’re more 
successful at meeting our health goals when we work on them 
with others. NHLBI launched the #OurHearts movement to 
inspire us to protect and strengthen our hearts with the 
support of others. Follow these heart-healthy lifestyle tips to 
protect your heart. It will be easier and more successful if you 
work on them with others, including by texting or phone calls 
if needed. 

· Be more physically active      · Maintain a healthy weight 
· Eat a nutritious diet              · Quit smoking 
· Reduce stress                       · Get 7-8 hours of quality sleep. 
· Track your heart health stats 
 
You don’t have to make big changes all at once. Small steps 
will get you where you want to go. (Source: https://
www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/education-and-awareness/
heart-month) 

NATIONAL TEEN DATING AND VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION AWARENESS MONTH 

Dating Matters®: Strategies to Promote Healthy Teen 
Relationships is a comprehensive teen dating violence 
prevention model developed by CDC to stop teen dating 
violence before it starts. Dating Matters is an evidence-based 
teen dating violence prevention model that includes 
prevention strategies for individuals, peers, families, schools, 
and neighborhoods. It focuses on teaching 11–14-year-old 
healthy relationship skills before they start dating and 
reducing behaviors that increase the risk for dating violence, 
like substance abuse and sexual risk-taking. Visit this website 
to get your Dating Matters Toolkit at: https://www.cdc.gov/
violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/datingmatters/
index.html? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jessica Chaplin   01  
Sam Donahue    02  
Zoe Donahue    02  
Seth Eckrich    02  
John Polk, Jr.    02  
Brenda Burns    04  
Samia Hopson   04  
Denise Scales    04  
Daniel Caesar    05  
Mary Kegelman   08  
Bernard Pearce   10  
Sidney Abili    13  
Le’Verne Cecere   15  
Marcus Small    15  
George Winston   16  
Lorraine Eckrich   16  
Kaeman Saunders   18  
L’Ause Dye    20  
Jacqueline Loosararian  21  
David May, III   21  
Kathleen Hodges   23  
Albert Scales, Sr.   23  
Chanae Council   25  
Mattu Pennoh    25  
Valerie Williams   28  

 
 
 

Note:   Apologies if your name does not appear on the  birthday 
list.   If this is the case, please call the parish office at 

302.658.4535 or email the parish secretary at 
parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org   Please include your 

name , birth month, day and year. 

February 

 
 
 
 
 

I  O  T   P  

P         - ,         
Charlie Anderson    Mary Bossack Marie Reed  Gerry Reybold 

Gwen Sanders Guissepina Fazzone Stephanie Bolden Mary Polk 
John Polk    

 

If you would like to be added to our sick and shut-in list, please send email to parishsecretary@stjosephfrenchst.org.  Names of parishioners in hospitals  
or facilities will remain on the list indefinitely.   All others will remain for one month, unless there are extenuating circumstances.   


