
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 3/23/2021 

 

Present:  Fr. Tetzel, Deacon James, Katie Edmonds, Jennifer Carmack, Aurellio Castillo, Dave Talbot, 

Anna Nava, Tim Gallagher, Kat Wilson, Susan Crandall   

Absent:  Marco Vargas 

 

Opened with prayer and reflection of today’s Gospel reading by Fr. Tetzel 

 

Fr. Tetzel Update 

• Altar Servers Back!  A training was recently held to refresh them – many were eager to resume 

serving.  With Deacon Brother Mary Joseph moving on soon, Extraordinary Ministers of the 

Holy Eucharist will resume assisting Fr. Tetzel to distribute Communion more regularly when 

Deacon James will not be present. 

 

• Sacraments: 

− Baptisms, There have been many baptisms 

− Marriage, Fr. Tetzel reports he has 32 couples in preparation for Holy Matrimony – 

primarily in the Hispanic Community 

− Confirmation, A retreat is scheduled for April 24th for the 25 Candidates.  We have had 

2 Seminarians assisting with formation this year and will be helping to present material 

for the retreat which will be held at the parish due to Covid-19 restrictions 

− 1st Communion, There are 35 children being formed this year.  Fr. Tetzel has been 

hearing their 1st Confessions individually and will wrap up soon.  The will receive their 

1st Communion May 2nd at their normally attended Mass time. 

 

• Sanctuary/Nave Renovation: 

Presentations were held by Soderstrom and Fr. Tetzel after each Mass last weekend.  So far 

there are around 35 survey responses turned in with the majority of responses fairly evenly 

split between options “A” and “B”.  Feedback regarding this project has largely been positive 

so far, and the response to the presentations has been likewise, though there were a few 

concerns raised.  One concern was regarding the high financial cost.  Another was concern 

over replacing the risen Christ with a new larger crucifix.  Also, there was a parishioner who 

stated they were completely unaware of the plan for this project despite Fr.’s numerous 

announcements after Mass and various other activities and communications over the past 3 

years.  Fr. sent out an email to parishioners today that further explains the necessity and 

history of the project, addresses objections raised at the presentations, and restates the major 

changes that will take place to create a liturgically correct worship space while citing Church 

instruction and the Archbishop’s wishes in support of the plan.  The email also encourages 



parishioners to kindly submit their feedback about the different design options presented – all 

comments welcome and will be considered in further design development. 

 

Cost estimating for the different design elements is currently underway – as the design is 

finalized (hopefully by May) the estimates will become more accurate and it is hoped that 

construction will begin this fall.   

 

There will be a Capital Campaign kicked off to raise funds for the work to address not only the 

changes to the Sanctuary, but work to address deferred maintenance and necessary updates to 

the Nave and Sacristy.  He stated that the parish already has a substantial amount of cash on 

hand to put towards the project thanks to prior Auction fundraising, a generous Parishioner 

estate bequest, and available Building and Maintenance Funds.  Father is forming a Capital 

Campaign Committee to work with him and Art Ledesma to raise these funds.  Art is a 

parishioner who professionally assists churches with raising money for these type of projects.  

Father Tetzel is confident we will easily raise the money and not need to take out a loan.  

 

He is also forming a Prayer Committee for this project to lead the parish in praying for a 

unified and successful project outcome. 

 

• Staffing: 

Jenny has announced she will be resigning her position.  She has enjoyed her time here, but 

family life is calling.  She is able to stay until June or whenever we can find a replacement. 

 

• Mass Attendance:   

Attendance is in the 500’s/week with 8/10/12:30 PM Masses are regularly up over 100 - 

approaching 120’s.  5 PMs are in the 80’s and the 7PM is in the 60’s 

Discussed the need for the parish to continue efforts to reach out to those who are for 

whatever reason not attending Mass regularly – look around and notice who is missing!! 

 

“Always Connected” 

The Council discussed the document Always Connected, which was put out by the Archdiocese 

of Portland.  The document talks about ways for parishes to stay connected.  It talks about 

forming strong leadership and Small Groups being an effective way to build intimate 

relationships within the parish and to learn, grow, and support each other in our faith life 

journey.  Father asks us to meditate, reflect, and pray about how we can strengthen parish 

leadership and facilitate and encourage additional small groups at St. Paul. 

 

Next Meeting April 27th, 7 PM 


