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This week’s office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 2-5 pm; Wednesday & Friday 10 am-12 pm  

Christ Pantocrator icon from Holy Monastery 
of Saint Catherine in Sinai, Egypt 

Artist unknown (6th century) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

Confessions are available at 10:00 am 
 

February 19 
Celebrant: Fr. Fr. Paul Cochran, SJ 

 
February 26 

Celebrant: Fr. Craig Hightower, SJ 
 

No weekday Masses available until further notice. 
 

*  *  * 
Mass times for other locations nearby: 

 
St. Ignatius Mission at 9:00 am & 5:00 pm on Sundays 

 
St. John Paul II at 4:30 pm on Saturdays; 

8:30 am & 10:30 am on Sundays 

Parish Potluck & Book Exchange  February 19 
After 11:00 am Sunday Mass 

 
Please join us downstairs after Mass! Please bring 

any spiritual/religious books you would like to 
donate or lend (please mark your information inside 

if you would like your book returned to you later). 
 

If you are able, please bring a breakfast treat or a 
snack/appetizer to share! 

Ash Wednesday, February 22nd 
Mass will be offered at Immaculate Conception  

at 6:00 pm 

Seventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

19 February 2023 

6th-Century Icon: God of Mercy and Justice 
By Fr. David Friel – October 15, 2017 

 
Sacred arts have the power to communicate strong messages 
about both God and man. This is true of music, painting, and 
architecture, as well as many other arts. Recently, a beautiful 
icon from the first millennium (pictured above), 
accompanied by a scholarly interpretation, caught my 
attention. 
 
My encounter with this icon derived from studies I have been 
doing on the effect of liturgy upon self-understanding. 
Anthropologists have grown more and more interested over 
recent decades in analyzing this important role of religious 
ritual: the formation of the “liturgical self,” if you will. 
 
In a 2014 book entitled Liturgical Subjects: Christian Ritual, 
Biblical Narrative, and the Formation of the Self in Byzantium, 
Derek Krueger explores the self-understanding that was 
encouraged among participants in Byzantine liturgy from the 
sixth century to the turn of the eleventh. One of his most 
central theses is that Byzantine liturgy of this time period 
produced a strongly introspective conscience, resulting in a 
lively conception of the self as sinful, yet still able to be 
saved. This assertion challenges the common narrative that 
Augustine and the subsequent Christian West were chiefly 
(or exclusively) responsible for forming a pervasive, 
penitential self-understanding among Christians. 
 
The Byzantine liturgical subject, according to Krueger, was 
formed in the tension between two gazes. The first gaze is 
the subject’s inward vision of his or her own self. The second 
gaze is that of the all-seeing God. This divine gaze is 
characterized both by judgment and compassion, reflecting 
both the virtue of justice and the virtue of mercy. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Stations of the Cross 

Offered every Friday during Lent at 6:00 pm 

at Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, 
Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, Richard Call, Teresa Cullis, Bud Cheff, Jr, Betty McMillen.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for February 

 
For parishes: We pray that parishes, placing communion at the center, may increasingly become communities of faith, 

fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. 
My heart will rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 
 
Collect: 
 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that, always pondering spiritual things, 
we may carry out in both word and deed 
that which is pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
FIRST READING: Lv 19:1-2,17-18 
RESPONSORIAL: Ps. 103:1-2,3-4,8,10,12-13; 
   R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 
SECOND READING: 1 Cor 3:16-23 
ALLELUIA: Whoever keeps the word of Christ, the love of 
God is truly perfected in him. - 1 Jn 2:5 
GOSPEL: Mt 5:38-48 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 

The Law of the Gospel fulfills the commandments of 

the Law. the Lord's Sermon on the Mount, far from 

abolishing or devaluing the moral prescriptions of the 

Old Law, releases their hidden potential and has new 

demands arise from them: it reveals their entire divine 

and human truth. It does not add new external pre-

cepts, but proceeds to reform the heart, the root of 

human acts, where man chooses between the pure and 

the impure, where faith, hope, and charity are formed 

and with them the other virtues. the Gospel thus 

brings the Law to its fullness through imitation of the 

perfection of the heavenly Father, through forgiveness 

of enemies and prayer for persecutors, in emulation of 

the divine generosity. (CCC 1968) 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as oats, 
flour and rice.  Clients tend to prefer healthy options for food 
that are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also 
accept money donations as well. Charitable donations may be 
left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

Parish Security 
 

If you are the last person to leave the building, please lock ALL doors (2 front 
doors and 2 side doors upstairs, and the basement door) and turn off the 

lights.   
Please note that even though the locks might be engaged, if the door is not 

pulled shut, it is not always locked.  And even though everyone is in the 
basement for an event, someone may go upstairs to leave, and unlock a door 

to get to their car.   
Let us all share in the responsibility of keeping our church secure. Thank you! 

 
In this context, Krueger presents a thoughtful reflection on the symbolism 
of this striking, sixth-century icon at the Holy Monastery of Saint 
Catherine in Sinai, Egypt. The author presents this reading of the Christ 
Pantocrator icon: 

His right hand blesses the viewer, while his left holds a jeweled Gospel 
Book. His body is at once in motion and at rest. The slope and angle of his 
shoulders suggest that Christ has just shifted his attention toward the 
viewer. His face looks directly out. On the left side of Christ’s face—the 
viewer’s right—the brow knits as the eye narrows and the face darkens in 
shadow; the corner of the lip turns down in a scowl. The God of judgment 
looks out in wrath. But on the right side of his face, Christ’s expression 
lightens and his mouth relaxes. His eye wells up with a compassionate tear. 
Intimately, the image presents Christ as God of justice and mercy, both 
scolding and comforting the viewer. It forms viewers as subjects of the 
divine gaze. (Krueger, Liturgical Subjects, 26-28) 

* * * 
 In modern times, the notion of God as merciful has grown much more 
popular than the notion of God as just. Both aspects of the divine 
countenance, however, are essential for a correct understanding of God, of 
ourselves, and of our relationship to Him. Perhaps this icon could serve to 
renew appreciation for God’s justice and mercy in the world today. 
 
CCWatershed.org 

(Continued from page 1) 



A treatise on charity by St. Maximus the Confessor 
 

Charity is a right attitude of mind which prefers nothing 
to the knowledge of God. If a man possesses any strong 
attachment to the things of this earth, he cannot possess 
true charity. For anyone who really loves God prefers to 
know and experience God rather than his creatures. The 
whole set and longing of his mind is ever directed towards 
him. 

  For God is far superior to all his creation, since 
everything which exists has been made by God and for him. 
And so, in deserting God, who is beyond compare, for the 
inferior works of creation, a man shows that he values God, 
the author of creation, less than creation itself. 

  The Lord himself reminds us: Whoever loves me will keep 
my commandments. And this is my commandment: that you 
love one another. So the man who does not love his 
neighbour does not obey God’s command. But one who 
does not obey his command cannot love God. A man is 
blessed if he can love all men equally. Moreover, if he truly 
loves God, he must love his neighbour absolutely. Such a 
man cannot hoard his wealth. Rather, like God himself, he 
generously gives from his own resources to each man 
according to his needs. 

  Since he imitates God’s generosity, the only distinction 
he draws is the person’s need. He does not distinguish 
between a good man and a bad one, a just man and one who 
is unjust. Yet his own goodness of will makes him prefer the 
man who strives after virtue to the one who is depraved. 

  A charitable mind is not displayed simply in giving 
money; it is manifested still more by personal service as well 
as by the communication of God’s word to others. In fact, if 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$102,310 of $175,000 (58%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$21,198 of $44,500 (48%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

Retrouvaille 
A Lifeline for Married 

Couples 
HelpOurMarriage.org 

If you have information to be submitted 
in the bulletin, please contact the 
parish office by Wednesday morning 
before the printing of the next bulletin. 
Thank you! 

The Country Store is a thrift shop located on Main Street 

and run by volunteers from ten churches. Along with the 

churches involved, seven local charities benefit from the 

proceeds. If you would like to volunteer three hours a 

month working at the store, please call Ruth at 883-5025 

to be listed on the new schedule. 

 

Also remember the Country Store while you are getting rid 

of clothing and small items during your spring cleaning! 

Would you like a discount on your auto insurance? 
 
Smart Driver Course for drivers age 50+ 
 

After completion of the AARP Smart Driver 
Course, you’ll receive a certificate of completion that can be 

presented to your insurance agent for a possible reduction in your 
auto insurance premiums. 

Membership is not required to take the course. 
 

If you are interested, please email Pete at pridge83@gmail.com . 

a man’s service towards his brothers is genuine and if he really 
renounces worldly concerns, he is freed from selfish desires. 
For he now shares in God’s own knowledge and love. Since he 
does possess God’s love, he does not experience weariness as 
he follows the Lord his God. Rather, following the prophet 
Jeremiah, he withstands every type of reproach and hardship 
without even harbouring an evil thought towards any man. 

  For Jeremiah warns us: Do not say: “We are the Lord’s 
temple.” Neither should you say: “Faith alone in our Lord Jesus 
Christ can save me.” By itself faith accomplishes nothing. For 
even the devils believe and shudder. 

  No, faith must be joined to an active love of God which is 
expressed in good works. The charitable man is distinguished 
by sincere and long-suffering service to his fellow man: it also 
means using things aright. 




