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Mass Intentions Liturgical Ministers

7th Sunday of Easter – The Ascension of the Lord
"ABSENCE MAKES THE HEART GROW"

"No sooner had He said this than He was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud which 
took Him from their sight." —Acts 1:9 
  
For almost forty years, a good Catholic father told his children to live for Jesus and to 
love Jesus especially by going to Mass — not only on Sundays but daily, or as often as 
possible. However, although some of his children went to Mass on Sundays, they never 
made the decision to live for Jesus. Then the father said again what he had said for all 
those years, but this time he died. The children could no longer so easily dismiss or 
ignore their father's words. One of his sons gave his life to Jesus and centered his life 
on the Eucharist.

For many years, Jesus has told His disciples many things. We are to: downsize our  
lifestyles and choose poverty (Mt 5:3), love and forgive our enemies  (see Mt 5:44), 
deny ourselves and take up our crosses each day (Lk 9:23), wash the feet of others in 
sacrificial service (see Jn 13:5ff), devote ourselves to God's word and the communal 
life (Acts 2:42), and spend our lives in being witnesses for Jesus (Acts 1:8). Many 
Christians have ignored these commands of Jesus. However, when Jesus ascended, 
His disciples could not so easily dismiss His words. 

May we receive this grace of the Ascension today and respond to Jesus' words and 
take Him seriously.

Saturday, May 15......................5:30pm
               JoAnn Britten by Loretta Britten
                        
Sunday, May 16........................8:30am
           Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten   

Tuesday, May 18........................6:00pm
            Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten                        

Wednesday, May 19...................6:00pm
           Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten
Thursday, May 20......................7:30am
           Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten
Friday, May 21..........................7:30am
                   JoAnn Britten by Julie Farley

Saturday, May 15, 2021 at 5:30pm
Lector:   Phineas Eugea
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Kevin Brown
Rosary: 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 8:30am
Lector:   Marcia Conrad
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Joannie Kling
Rosary:  Marla Britten

Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 5:30pm
Lector:   Jason Eugea
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Vanessa Eugea
Server:  Kacie Eugea
Rosary: 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 8:30am
Lector:   Nick Kuehler
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Nicole Kuehler
Server:  Jackson Kuehler



Mass Schedule

Information

Pray for Our Sick
Saturday.................................5:30pm
Sunday...................................8:30am

Tuesday and Wednesday............6:00pm
Thursday and Friday..................7:30am

Confession:  
Saturday.........................4:30-5:15pm
Sunday...........................7:55-8:15am
      or by appointment

1st Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament................7:00pm-10:00pm

Brandi Sustaire 
John Detten

Emma Detten
Celeste Connelly

Shamara Husemann
Bill Becker

Leonard Koetting
Anna Marie Wink

Matthew Gary Britten
Doris Britten
Dee Martinez
Shane King
Ann McNabb

George “Jiggs” Britten
Sister Louise

Schellon Major

Dianne Ollinger
Tony Moraniec

Joe Winner
Ron Connelly
Braelyn Evans 
Arvella James

John & Allison Bohr
Paul Bubliss

James “Smiley” Britten
Erma Lee Britten 

Bill Craft
Dennis Britten
Frank Tabor

Phillip McQueen
Herschel Black

Theresa AbernathyMarriage Preparation: Contact Father Raj at 
least six months in advance.

Baptism: Call the rectory for an appointment.

Communion: Anyone unable to come forward 
for  communion, let Father Raj know before 
Mass.  Those ill or homebound, please      
contact Father Raj to arrange for communion 
to be brought to your home.

Mass Intentions

Family Chalice Program
May 16...............................Kay Britten 
May 23..................Mike & Marla Britten 
May 30...........................Neysa Friemel
June 6................Johnny & Doris Homer
June 13...........Nathan & Sherri Wieberg
June 20.................Adela & Staci Kotara

Stewardship Reports
05/09/21 Stewardship Report
Individual                            $  1,765.00
Loose                                  $     267.00
TOTAL                                 $  2,032.00

05/09/21 Stained Glass Window Repair
Individual & TOTAL                $     20.00               

05/09/21 Building Fund
Individual                             $    260.00
Loose                                   $    120.00
TOTAL                                  $    380.00

Saturday, May 15......................5:30pm
               JoAnn Britten by Loretta Britten
                        
Sunday, May 16........................8:30am
           Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten   

Tuesday, May 18........................6:00pm
            Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten                        

Wednesday, May 19...................6:00pm
           Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten
Thursday, May 20......................7:30am
           Charleen Weller by Loretta Britten
Friday, May 21..........................7:30am
                   JoAnn Britten by Julie Farley



Liturgical Ministers Announcements
Saturday, May 15, 2021 at 5:30pm
Lector:   Phineas Eugea
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Kevin Brown
Rosary: 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 8:30am
Lector:   Marcia Conrad
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Joannie Kling
Rosary:  Marla Britten

Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 5:30pm
Lector:   Jason Eugea
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Vanessa Eugea
Server:  Kacie Eugea
Rosary: 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 8:30am
Lector:   Nick Kuehler
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Nicole Kuehler
Server:  Jackson Kuehler
Rosary:  Nick Kuehler

Saturday, May 29, 2021 at 5:30pm
Lector:   Phineas Eugea
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Kevin Brown
Server:  Damon Kuehler
Rosary: 

Sunday, May 30, 2021 at 8:30am
Lector:   Cliff Britten
Extraor. Com. Minister:  Susan Britten
Server:  Wesley Kuehler
Rosary:  Birthdays & Anniversaries

May 15………..…….…………..……….Neysa Friemel
May 17…….……..….Halee Kotara, Nick Ashford
May 19………...…………..…………………..John Bohr
May 20…………..………….….Hali Bohr, Rita Lister
May 21……………..……………………….Joannie Kling
May 22………….….…………..……………….Cindy Cox

If you have a birthday or anniversary to 
add to the bulletin, please leave a list in 
the collection basket.

The TYM would like to thank everyone 
that supported them at the breakfast last 
weekend.  

We will honor the graduating seniors of 
our parish Sunday, May 16th at Mass and 
a breakfast potluck following.

On Sunday, May 23rd, Father Raj will 
recognize and bless the 8th Graders as 
they transition from middle school to high 
school. 

Election for new members to the Parish       
Pastoral Council will take place May 22/23 
and May 29/30.  If you would like to 
volunteer for the opportunity to serve our 
parish, please contact Jason Eugea. See 
back page for more details.

The Dispensation from personal            
participation in Sunday Mass issued at the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic will 
end on Friday, May 21, 2021. Beginning 
on the weekend of May 21-22, 2021, all 
the faithful of the Diocese will again be 
bound to personally attend Mass.  We will 
also resume communion through the 
center aisles starting at the front pew.

Church Cleaning for May
Debbie Ollinger, Cara Ashford, Pam    
Ashford, Loretta Britten, Marla Britten, 
Sandra Britten, Sharon Britten, Shelley 
Britten, Wamyth Britten, Lorri Connelly, 
Savannah & Tabitha Eggemeyer, K’Leigh 
Keesee, Tami Keesee, Nicole Kuehler, 
Mary Treadwell, and Sherri Wieberg



The Ascension: It is important to understand that the Ascension does not mean 
that Jesus has departed from us. He has not abandoned us or left us orphans.    
Otherwise, after the Ascension, the disciples would not have returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, as Saint Luke tells us (24:52). He is close to each one of us forever. 
Recall the words of Jesus at the end of Matthew’s Gospel: And lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age (Matthew 28:19). With His Ascension into heaven, 
the Lord Jesus is now present to us in a new way. On the eve of His Passion, Jesus 
had told the apostles that it was to their advantage that He go away. He said: It is 
to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not 
come to you: but if I go, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7). Though Jesus’ earthly 
and visible presence in the world ends, He remains with us in an invisible way. He 
has not left us alone. He is always close to us. Christ sends us the Holy Spirit. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Christ continues to be with us, sanctifying us and giving us 
life. He acts through the Holy Spirit in the Church and in our souls. He guides us and 
leads us to the Father. Christ, the Head, is never separated from His Body, the 
Church. He entered heaven as our Head. Pope Saint Leo the Great taught that at 
the Ascension, the glory of the Head became the hope of the Body. This is very true: 
because Christ has ascended to the Father to prepare a place for us, we have hope 
of eternal life with Him in heaven.

Parish Council
It is time to elect new members to the Parish Pastoral Council. We are looking for 
volunteers that would be willing to serve in this capacity. On the Parish Pastoral 
Council you will work with Fr. Raj in matters that affect the whole community as a 
representitive of the lay     members of the parish. Meetings are ideally held once a 
month, although this last year has been difficult to maintain that schedule. The 
council would like to get back to meeting more regularly and would like to have you 
with them. Is God calling you to this missionary service? Contact Jason Eugea at 
806-335-6805 if you are interested.

An election for new members to the Parish Pastoral Council will take place the week-
ends of May 22/23 and May 29/30. In an effort to ensure as many people as possi-
ble have an  opportunity to vote, we are allowing 2 weekends (4 Masses) to cast 
your ballot. Once the nominees have been finalized we will share that information 
so that you might consider who you would like to represent you for the next two 
years. 



Statement on the Wearing of the Face Mask
During the Celebration of Holy Mass

In discussions with brother Bishops and members of the Medical Community, I am 
sending this new Instruction on the Wearing of the Face Mask during Mass.

The wearing of the Face Mask is still the most effective way of preventing the spread of 
the COVID-19 Coronavirus.

However, several new factors have come into play recently. First, the number of cases 
locally has dropped dramatically. Second, large numbers of our parishioners have taken 
advantage of the vaccine that obviously is effective and has dramatically reduced the 
number of new cases. Third, on Thursday, May 13, 2021, the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention updated two protocols: For those fully vaccinated, Masks will no longer 
be mandated in crowds and Social Distancing will also end. However, these two items 
pertain only to those who have received the vaccine.

Those who have received the vaccine are at an advantage and have protection against 
getting the virus. Those who have chosen not to receive the vaccine do not have this 
protection and hence are more vulnerable.

Therefore, I suggest that the local Pastor, in consultation with their congregation, may 
consider the following: That the ones who have received the vaccine may discontinue 
the use of the Face Mask, however, the ones who have not received the vaccine should 
continue to wear the Face Mask. This is especially true of those who are more          
vulnerable due to age or have pre-existing medical conditions.

Let me make this clear: I am not making the decision for the parishes. The pastors 
know the situation in regard to the virus and the number of parishioners who have 
received the vaccine better than anyone else. Parishes are quite distinct in this regard.

However, should the situation change in regard to the number of people contracting the 
virus, this Instruction would change accordingly.

This certainly is good news! It is my hope that those who have been hesitant to        
personally participate in the Holy Mass will now return to their local parish and will once 
again have the privilege and joy of receiving the Eucharist. You will all be welcome and 
I hope this return will give you great joy.

In this beautiful month of May, which is always dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, let 
us pray that this Mother of the Son of God, the Mother of the Church and our Mother 
intercede for us! 

Most Reverend Patrick J. Zurek
Bishop of Amarillo

May 14, 2021



Catechesis

Before Lifting the Dispensation from the 
Obligation to Personally Participate in Sunday Mass

Part I

At the very beginning of the Pandemic of the Coronavirus COVID-19, I issued a 
dispensation from the obligation to participate personally in the celebration of Holy 
Mass. The Book of Exodus lists the Divine Precept in regard to the Sabbath. One 
works for six days, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord. It reads:              
“Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.” (Ex. 20:8-10)

Christians have always considered Sunday, the day of the Resurrection of the Lord, 
as the new Sabbath. “On Sundays and other Holy Days of Obligtion, the faithful are 
bound to participate in the Mass personally.” (Code of Canon Law, #1247)

If you remember, when I issued the Dispensation it was a dispensation from           
personally participating in Holy Mass: however, it was not a dispensation from    
“keeping the Sabbath Sunday holy. That is why I suggested that you watch Mass on 
television, on live-streaming from the Cathedral, St. Thomas, St. Joseph, or your 
local parish. Another way of keeping Sunday holy was to either: pray the Holy Rosary 
together as a family, or read the Sunday Scriptures, discuss them and offer personal 
prayers for your family, the Church, and our country.

This Dispensation from personal participation in Sunday Mass will end on Friday,    
May 21, 2021. This means that beginning on the weekend of May 21-22, 2021,     
Pentecost Sunday, all the faithful of the Diocese will again be bound to personally 
attend Mass.

Of course, all who are seriously ill, have limited mobility or serious health concerns, 
continue to be dispensed from personal Sunday Mass attendance.

It has been a long time since we have experienced a normal existence here on our 
beloved planet. However slowly, but surely, we are returning to a more normal way 
of life. Many parishioners may not have been able to personally attend and              
participate in the celebration of Holy Mass because of the pandemic. Surely many 
have longed with a deep desire to attend Mass and receive Holy Communion. We 
priests have longed for the day when the Churches will again be filled with the     
faithful. Now the time has come.

Please know that each of you will be welcomed with open arms as you return to your 
other home, your parish Church...your spiritual home!

Welcome back home!


