


Saint Michael’s  

Catholic Church 
17150 - 88th Ave, Coopersville, MI 49404 

Parish Office: 616-384-4026 

Saint Michael’s Catholic Community is a family challenged by Christ,  
inspired by the Holy Spirit, to care for others and to become the body  

Of Christ through worship, hospitality and service. 

Pastor: Fr. Michael Hodges—frmhodges@grpriests.org 

Deacon: Deacon Tom Roberts—troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 

 

For more information on staff, councils, ministries and schedules,  

visit our website : www.saintmichaels.us 

Prayerline: Chris Albrecht, 616.403.7110 or Judy Driedger, 616.899.2470 

St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers 

 Jan 7 / 8:30 AM Jan 7 / 4:30 PM 

Altar  

Servers 

Lauren Meerman 

Kenzie Harker 
NO MASS 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Deacon Tom 

Rosemary Weigel 

Kenny Harker 

Cindy Lindberg 

Peter Nielsen 

Jennie Taylor 

NEED ONE 

NO MASS 

Lector Kevin Schumaker NO MASS 

Sacristan Jane Vitunskas NO MASS 

Ushers 

Dave Tronovich 

Deb Tronovich 

Ed Irwin 

Mary Bueche 

NO MASS 

Music Craig Bleckley NO MASS 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers 

 
January 6 - 

4:30PM 

January 7 -  

10:30AM 

Sacristan Need One Gary Karr 

Altar  

Servers 

Isaac Patterson 

Lucas Patterson 

Lauren LeMieux 

Ty Ricord 

Precious  

Body 

Vito Dolci 

Keith Anderson 

Mary Kirkwood 

Deacon Tom 

Becky Warners 

Margie Jirous 

Precious 

Blood 

Sara Patterson 

Geary Farrell 

Breton Petrauskas 

Need One 

Marian Looks 

Jim Looks 

Janette Ney 

Christina Withers 

Hospitality 

 
Jeff Schneider 

Need Three 

Anthony Leale 

Nettie Leale 

Leonard Horter 

Need One 

Lector Nicolette Looks Rita Carmody 

Music Bernie Stanko Bernie Stanko 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

The Feast of the Holy Family celebrates the human family 

unit, as well as the ultimate family unit: Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph. The feast is usually celebrated on the Sunday after 

Christmas. The Holy Family feast is a good time to re-

member the family unit and pray for our human and spir-

itual families. We also may take this feast to reflect on the 

value and sanctity of the family unit, and to evaluate our 

own family life. What ways may it be improved? What 

would Jesus, Mary, and Joseph do? Finally, we can use this 

feast to ask ourselves what are we doing to promote the 

family within our own cultures, neighborhoods, and com-

munities.  

Holy Family Prayer 

God, who were pleased to give 

us the shining example of the 

Holy Family, graciously grant 

that we may imitate them in 

practicing the virtues of family 

life and in the bonds of charity, 

and so, in the joy of your 

house, delight one day in eter-

nal rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

Mass Intentions 
 

 

Saturday  December 30 -   The Holy Family of Jesus Mary, Joseph 

4:30PM   †  Winnie Spencer by M/M Jim Harlett .............................  MA 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:30 PM—4:15 PM - St Mary    
 

Sunday    December 31 -   The Holy Family of Jesus Mary, Joseph 

8:30AM  †  Edna Schumaker by Pam Raczkiewicz ............................. MI 

10:30AM  † Lyle Lothschutz by Mary Lothschutz ..............................  MA 
   

Sunday    December 31 -  The Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

4:30PM  † Carl Goosen by Dave & Pat Goosen  ............................... MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:30 PM—4:15 PM - St Michael   
 
 

Monday    January 1 - The Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

8:30AM  Our Parish Family  ..................................................................... MI 

10:30AM  Our Parish Family  ..................................................................  MA 
 

 

Tuesday  January 2 -  No Mass/No Adoration/No Confessions 

    

Wednesday  January 3 

9:00AM   †  Bev Hehl by Dennis & Rita Zimmer  .................................. MI 
        Adoration begins after Mass until 2pm  

      Sacrament of Reconciliation:  2:00 PM—3:00 PM - St. Michael 
               

Thursday  January 4  

9:00AM  Our Parish Family  ............................................................................ MA                               
 

Friday   January 5   

9:00AM  †  Jamie Thomas by Carol Perea  ................................................ MI 
   

 

Saturday  January 6 

4:30PM   †  Ross Schoenborn by M/M Stan Schoenborn  ..............  MA 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:30 PM—4:15 PM - St Mary    
 

Sunday    January 7 

8:30AM  †  Rich Marshall by Dick & Kathie Poelma  ......................... MI 

10:30AM  †  Our Parish Family  .............................................................  MA 

 4:30PM  NO MASS  ................................................................................... MI 

 
                            

   MA=St. Mary          MI=St. Michael’s 



Giving Back to God  
December 24, 2023 

Adult Envelopes $12,181.82 

Loose Cash $159.00 

Children’s Envelopes $49.00 

Holy Day $3,347.00 

Total $15,735.82 

Christmas Memorial Flowers $295.00 

Retirement for Religious $221.00 

Thank you for your continued support! 

St. Michael’s Parish Family 
Remembers in Their Prayers:  Kevin Johnson,  Anne Pols,  

Alexandria Gordon, George Langlois, Brooke Campbell, Linda Abel-Carroll,   

Jackie May, Brad Boerma, Dennis Goosen, Jean Mayse, Ken Heflin, Payton  

Patterson, the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military. 

St. Michael’s Faith Formation 

St. Michael’s 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

for Carl Goosen   

by Marcy Goosen 

St. Michael’s Parish News 

December 31, 2023  ~  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph  

Have you considered 

St. Michael’s Preschool 

for your child or grand-

child? If not, you 

should! Come see what 

a great experience St. 

Michael’s Preschool can 

provide. Come meet our Director/Teacher, Cindy 

Lindberg! Preschool meets on MWF from 8:45—

11:45 am. For more info,  call the Parish Office at 

616-384-4026.    

St. Michael’s Preschool 

Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word: program is offered on 

Sunday during 8:30 Mass. Chil-

dren 3-9 years old are welcome 

to join us each week as we pray, 

read and explore the Sunday 

Gospel from a child’s viewpoint. 

We include the Gospel Acclama-

tion so children understand the 

importance of preparing our 

mind and heart for the Gospel reading. CLW will be on break until Janu-

ary 14, 2024. May your family share special moments celebrating the 

New Year!    

 

Elementary Faith Formation:  The elementary program is for students in 

grades 1-5. We meet on Wednesday from 6:15- 7:30 pm. Elementary faith 

Formation is on Christmas break and will resume on January 10, 

2024. Have a safe and blessed Christmas Season!     

  

Middle School Faith Formation:  Grades 6, 7 and 8 will meet on Sundays 

after the 8:30 am Mass from 9:45 to 11:15 in the Youth Room. The 8th Grade 

students will also receive Confirmation Preparation. Middle School Faith 

Formation will be on Christmas break and will resume on January 

14, 2024 May you and your family experience the true meaning of 

Christmas and keep it with you throughout the New Year! 

Scrip News— Thank you to our 13 

families who purchased Scrip this week. Our 

total profit was $101.59.   

CSA 2023 — Thank you for your gifts to 2023 Catholic Services Ap-

peal! Your generous support funds essential diocesan ministries that strength-

en us in Christ. Our parish goal for 2023 is $59,280.00 and 100% participation, 

which means every parishioner should return their pledge card. To date, we 

have pledged $43,875 (or 74.01%) toward our goal. We still have $15,405.00 

to go to reach this goal. If you haven’t already contributed, please consider 

doing so before the end of the year. Please continue to pray for the success of 

this important effort. 

Photo Directory — If you haven’t al-

ready turned in your family photo for our directo-

ry, please do so ASAP. You may email a photo to: 

secretary@saintmichaels.us or call the office (616) 

384.4026 to schedule a time to stop in and have a 

simple photo taken by Beki. It is not too late to 

take part, and we want all to be included! 

For 2023 charitable deductions and tax credits, 
the IRS has ruled that charitable gifts are deductible only in the year the organi-

zation received the donation.  To be considered a charitable donation for 

2023, the deadline has passed to turn them into the office. Mailed contributions 

must have a Dec. 31, 2023 postmark. 

Men’s Retreat —  
     All men are welcomed to join us for our annual 

men’s retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in 

DeWitt, Michigan, The retreat will be hosted the 
weekend of  January 26-28. 

     The retreat Theme this year is The gift of the Eucha-

rist: Retreat for Revival 

     Suggested Donation is $200.00.  "Knights of Co-
lumbus Scholarship funds” are available, please feel 

free to privately contact  Fr. Michael Hodges for 

more information. Car pooling will also be available,  
     For more information about the Retreat house.  

https://www.stfrancis.ws/weekend-retreats. 

     If you are interested in attending , contact Mark 

Phillips 616-550-2766. Or Joe LeMieux 616-888-
9106. 

https://www.stfrancis.ws/weekend-retreats


Cluster News and Community News and Events 

December 31, 2023  ~  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

Fr Mike’s Musings 

At this time of year when families are reunited and as we 

celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, we reflect on 

what it is to be a family. The family is the basic unit of society and the 

Church. It is in the family that we first learn to communicate, and that 

we learn what is good and bad. It is in the family that we learn what 

love is because it is in the family that we first receive love. It is in the 

family that we first learn to forgive and to pray. It is in the family that 

we first learn about God and Jesus and Our Lady. It is in the family that we learn to 

value ourselves and to value everything else, picking up our values from what is said 

and unsaid by our parents. Our family forms us for many years to come. The future of 

humanity depends on the family because it is through a family that we all come.  

Is our family fulfilling God’s plan for our family? We desire our families to be 

the best possible families for our children so that they get the best possible start in 

life. It is important to reflect on how our family fulfils God’s plan because the family we 
grow up in influences us for the rest of our lives. When families reflect God’s plan, they 

are mighty. What is God’s plan for the family?  

“Have you not read that the Creator from the beginning made them male and 

female and that he said: This is why a man leaves his father and mother and becomes at-

tached to his wife, and the two become one flesh? They are no longer two therefore, but one 

flesh. So then, what God has united, human beings must not divide.” (Matthew 19:4-6) 

These are very clear words about God’s plan for the family. It is a man and woman 

who become one flesh and what God has united man must not divide.  

In the Letter to the Ephesians, we read that husbands are to love their wives 

as much as Christ loved the Church (Ephesians 5:25). How much did Jesus love the 

Church? He loved the Church so much that He died for the Church. That is how much 

husbands are to love their wives; husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the 

Church. Husbands are to love their wives as much as they love themselves.  

What about parents and children? Again, Ephesians states: “Children be obedi-

ent to your parents in the Lord—that is what uprightness demands.” (Ephesians 6:1) Do 

children  always love their parents as they should? Or have devolved to the point of 

where the command is reversed and parents are expected to obey their children. The 

passage goes on to say, “Parents, never drive your children to resentment.” (Ephesians 6:4) 

So, according to scripture the familial relationship is to be one of cooperation, “give-

and-take”, rather than one of strict obedience and subservience.  

If our families are to be families reflecting God’s plan, then they will also be 

families that put God first. Can we turn off the TV every night to pray together as a 

family? If faith in God is not what motivates a family, that family is starting-off at a dis-

advantage. Let us put Jesus in the center of our families: “Let the message of Christ in all 

its richness find a home with you.” (Colossians 3:16) 

Meal Train for Fr Mike 

THANK YOU to everyone that has cooked a meal for Fr Mike. He has appreciated 

and has been enjoying his homecooked meals. Have you signed up yet?  It really is as 

easy as making an extra serving of whatever you are preparing your family for dinner. 

Put it in a microwavable container and drop it off at the Parish Office on your way to          

(or home) from work..  Or call the office to make special drop off arrangements.                             

(Sign up online: or call the parish office)    https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/8vv97n 

 

The Solemnity of Mary,  The Holy Mother of God 

Sunday, December 31   

4:30PM ~ St. Michael - Fr. Mike 

Monday,  January 1 

8:30AM ~ St. Michael - Fr. Mike  

10:30AM ~ St. Mary - Fr Mike  

Liturgical Ministers are needed for The Solemnity of Mary Masses.                        

Sign up Sheets are Posted in the Narthex.  
 

O God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary bestowed on the human 

race the grace of eternal salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience the inter-

cession of her, through whom we were found worthy to receive the author of life, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.”   Amen 

Exploring Priesthood                                                

Discernment Meetings 

Discernment is a time of obtaining spiritual guidance and 

understanding. If you are considering the priesthood, 

the Diocese of Grand Rapids invites you to meet with 

other young men (ages 16+) to gather and discern 

God’s will for your life.  

Meetings will take place from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at           

St. Stephen Parish, 750 Gladstone Dr. S.E., East Grand 

Rapids and are offered on the following Sundays in 2024: 
Jan. 28, Feb. 18, March 10, and April 21. Just show 

up or email Pattie Reynolds, preynolds@grdiocese.org, 

to RSVP. Questions? Contact Father Stephen Durkee, 

director of priestly vocations, sdurkee@grdiocese.org. 
 

Discerning the Diaconate Meetings 

Is God calling you to discern a vocation to become a 

deacon? The Office of Diaconate Formation invites men 

with interest or questions about discernment and for-
mation to an informational session. 

Pick a session that works best for you.  

Meetings are from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

-Jan. 8, 2024, at Cathedral Square Center, 360 Division 

Ave. S., Grand Rapids 

-March 11, 2024, at Christ the King Catholic Church, 

9596 Reed Rd., Howard City 

-May 6, 2024, at Cathedral Square Center, 360 Divi-

sion Ave. S., Grand Rapids 

To RSVP or learn more, contact Dcn. Jerry Roersma, 

director of diaconate formation, at  

616-288-0913 or jroersma@GRdiocese.org 
 
 

Nine men to be ordained Permanent               

Deacons for the Diocese of Grand Rapids 

We invite you to celebrate with us as nine men begin 

their life of service as permanent deacons in the Dio-

cese of Grand Rapids. Bishop Walkowiak will ordain the 
men on Saturday, January 13 at 10 a.m. 

You are welcome to attend the ordination Mass in per-

son at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew or join the 

livestream on the diocesan website (GRdiocese.org) or 

Facebook page (Diocese of Grand Rapids). 

Read more about the men in your Jan./Feb. issue of 

FAITH Grand Rapids magazine in print or online. Please 

pray for our newest deacons as they prepare for ordina-

tion and begin their ministry in the diocese. 

         St Vincent De Paul Building Corp. 

Annual Mixed Doubles Euchre Parties. 

January 6, January 27 & February 17 

 

Registration starts at 6:30PM  

Play starts at 7PM Sharp 

St Vincent Dr Paul Haul - 21130 32nd Ave, Conklin 

$20.00 per Team 

Adult Beverages Available,                     

Complimentary Popcorn 
Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd                        

and 3rd Place. 

50/50 Basket Raffles 

Ages 18 and Up.                                              

Register at the Door.  

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/8vv97n
mailto:jroersma@GRdiocese.org


Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael  

St. Mary’s  Parish News 

Giving Back to God ~ Time, Talent & Treasure 

St Mary Religious Education 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW )               

During 10:30AM Mass.  

There is No Children’s Liturgy of the Word on                      

Sunday  December  31.  

CLW will resume on January 7, 2024.  

Enjoy this special time with your family! 
 

 

Religious Education Classes  

1st-7th Grade  

Wednesdays at Hall / 6:15- 7:30pm 

8th Grade -Confirmation Classes  

Wednesdays at Hall / 6:15- 7:30pm 

Will be on Christmas/New Years break.  

Classes will resume on January 10. 
 

May the peace and joy of Christ be with you all on 

This special day and throughout the upcoming year.  

May God bless you and your family with a very  

Merry Christmas! 
 

Questions or comments: 

Please contact the Parish Office. 616.677.3934  

or dre@saintmarysmarne.org  

Knights of Columbus #11581 News 
 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A KNIGHT 

We are Catholic men who lead, serve, protect and defend. We share a 

desire to be better husbands, fathers, sons, neighbors and role models and 

to put charity and community first. 

To learn more about the Knights of Columbus' activities and what they do to      

support our parish community, the surrounding area and the world, please contact 

Grand Knight: Rob Rander at:  robrander82@gmail.com or come to a General               

Membership Meeting.  Meetings are held the 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00pm in   

St Mary's Parish Hall.    

Next Meeting - January 4 at 7PM at the Parish Hall.  
 

SAVE THE DATE!  Breakfast & Blood Drive - Feb 4, 2024  

Register : https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/

drive_schedule/156075 
 

Knight Person of the Month for December -  Bruce Kamp 

Knight Family of the Month for December -   Deacon Tom & Cindy Roberts 

The Knight Person / Family of the month is a way of recognizing                       

someone who has gone above and beyond, or done something extra 

for the council or our church community. Congratulations and Thank 

your for service and commitment to our Parish Family!  

Save the Date - Feb 10, 2024 
 

The St Mary Valentine Dinner and 

Dance is back… Watch the bulletin 

for more details and ticket                     

St. Mary’s Sponsor of the Week 

    CONTRACT ELECTRIC CO.  INC.  

Residential & Commercial ~ 59 Years in Business  ~ 616.784.2393 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN! 

Attendance at Mass: Dec 16/17 4:30PM: 89 10:30AM:  156                               Dec 16/17 

Adult Contributions $5254.15 

Children Contributions $18.20 

Loose Contributions $147.00 

Capital Improvement  

Online Giving $820.00 

Total $6239.35 

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget n/a 

Budget vs Actual to Date (since July 1) n/a 
 

Holy Day Collections will be updated Next Week  

Thank you for your continued support  and generosity! 

Catholic Service Appeal 2023 
Thank you for your gifts to 2023 Catholic 

Services  Appeal! Your generous  support 

funds essential  diocesan ministries that 

strengthen us in Christ.  

CSA  2023 Pledge Goal: $51,834.00 

Total Pledges Made: $46,280.00 (90%)                                         

Balance:  $5,554.00 

Participation: 121 of 292 Active Households  (42%)                        

Totals as of December 18, 2023   

Thank you for your stewardship 
Please Note, if we do not reach the parish goal set by the            
diocese, the shortage will need to come out of our church                

operating account.  Please help us reach our goal and send 
in your pledge card ASAP. card,  

Winter Weather Closings 

When there is inclement weather and Coopersville 

Public Schools or Kenowa Hills Public Schools are 

closed. The Parish Offices will be closed and all events 

scheduled for that day will be cancelled. Daily Mass will 

also be cancelled. The Mass intention for that day will be 

rescheduled at our earliest opportunity.  

Happy New Year ~ 2024 

Wishing Our Saint Mary’s Parish Friends and Family a very 

Happy New Year! May it be filled with Peace, Joy and            

Blessings. From all of us on the Parish Staff:                            

Fr Mike,  Deacon Tom, Gary, Todd, Debbie, Jim, Marian                   

and Cathie 
 

A New Year's Prayer:  Lord, You make all things new. 

You bring hope alive in our hearts and cause our Spirits to 

be born again. Thank you for this new year, For all the po-

tential it holds. Come and kindle in us a mighty flame, So that in our time, many will               

see the wonders of God and live forever to praise Your glorious name.  Amen 

Parish Office Holiday Hours 

The Parish Office will be Closed Dec 25 - Jan 2 

For EMERGENCIES please call: 1.616.745.1409 

Warming Drive 

Our Lady of Fatima Guild will be 

having a  warming drive during the 

month of January. Warm Hats, 

socks, gloves/mittens, scarves and 

GENTLY used coats will be               

collected to donate to In the                

Image, Mel Trotter Ministries and Coopersville Cares.                        

A collection box will be in the    Narthex. Thank you for 

your support. 

https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/156075
https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/156075


ST. MICHAEL’S CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS 

• Dick & Jo Reens 
• Michael Allen Reens 
• Mary Benson 
• Sue Keena 
• Allen & Winnie Spencer 
• Joan Hitchings 
• Anita Bouchard Brown 
• Aaron Bouchard 
• Brandi Graftema 
• Arden Bouchard 
• Roger & Virginia Ferguson 
• Harold Raterink 
• Leonard Schoenborn 
• Paul Lindberg 
• Al & Florence Lindberg 
• William & Florence Petrick 
• John & Christina Groenink 
• Elaine Schoenborn 
• Arthur & Marjorie Marshall 
• Rich & Jan Marshall 
• Carl Goosen 

• Alex & Veronica Dreffs 
• Stan & Stella Goosen 
• Deceased members of Kutchin Family 
• Chuck & Katie Lynn Albrecht 
• Simon & Lerine Lindberg 
• Marj Gardner 
• Darwin & Sarah Johnson 
• Eugene & Mary DeVos 
• Mable & Steve Virag 
• Ernest & Frances Klein 
• Cecilia & Ted Riordan 
• Ken & John Laug 
• Roger Hecksel 
• Art & Evelyn Schmidt 
• Marie Johnson 
• Deceased members of Rasch & Meerman 

families 
• Henry & Pat Smith 
• Joe & Helen Maka 
• Paul & Mary Ann Meyer 

In Loving Memory of . . .  



ST. MICHAEL’S CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS 

• Kevin Spicer 
• Eloiso Becerra 
• Maria Guadalupe Becerra 
• Orren Hippensteel 
• John VanDenBink 
• Carl Zerfas 
• Merlin, Angela and Butch Steffes 
• Rosemary Stevenson 
• Alice Goll 
• Norm LeMieux 
• Daniel Elliott 
• Florance Elliott 
• Joseph Pilarsyk 
• Ann Pilarsyk 
• Irving Rolstone 
• Louie & Marian Whittall 
• Tony & Irene Poelma 
• Bruce & Dorothy Cumberworth 
• Frank & Donna Lampe 
• Toby DeMull 
• Scott & Lisa Maxwell 
• Leonard & Florence VanDussen 
• Jamie Thomas 

• Carroll & Edna Schumaker 
• Don & Jane Patterson 
• Tom & Elise Anderson 
• Natalie Dipzinski 
• The Fitzsimons Family 
• David C. LeMieux 
• David B. LeMieux 
• Snowdin & Harris Families 
• Carlson Family 
• Marv & Emily VanDussen 
• Mary & Al Venema 
• Jud Washam 
• Ron & Bobby Raczkiewicz 
• Paula Raczkiewicz-Kelly 
• Pete & Marge Ferwerda 
• Jim & Lucy Rasch 
• Clyde & Lucille Johnson 
• Chris & Jackie Weis 
• Jack & Janine VanderKlok 
• Taylor Shank 
• Frank & Charlotte Bueche 
• Daniel Schnieder Sr. 

In Loving Memory of . . .  




