


Saint Michael’s  

Catholic Church 
17150 - 88th Ave, Coopersville, MI 49404 

Parish Office: 616-384-4026 

Saint Michael’s Catholic Community is a family challenged by Christ,  
inspired by the Holy Spirit, to care for others and to become the body  

Of Christ through worship, hospitality and service. 

Pastor: Fr. Michael Hodges—frmhodges@grpriests.org 

Deacon: Deacon Tom Roberts—troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 

 

For more information on staff, councils, ministries and schedules,  

visit our website : www.saintmichaels.us 

Prayerline: Chris Albrecht, 616.403.7110 or Judy Driedger, 616.899.2470 

St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers 

 Jan 14 / 8:30 AM Jan 14 / 4:30 PM 

Altar  

Servers 

Alivia Kosten 

Hyde Kosten 
NEED TWO 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Deacon Tom 

Chris Albrecht 

Joe Hitchings 

Jennifer DeMull 

Andrew Bonter 

Mark Phillips 

Debbie Veneklase 

Deacon Tom 

Ken Schwallier 

Lector Lyndsey Kosten Carol Reens 

Sacristan Rosemary Weigel NEED ONE 

Ushers 

Calvin Lindberg 

Curt DeVos 

Ray Maka 

Jim Ponshair 

NEED TWO 

Music Craig Bleckley Craig Bleckley 

Mass Intentions 
 

 

Saturday  January 6 

4:30PM   †  Ross Schoenborn by M/M Stan Schoenborn  ..............  MA 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:30 PM—4:15 PM - St Mary    
 

Sunday    January 7 

8:30AM  †  Rich Marshall by Dick & Kathie Poelma  ......................... MI 

10:30AM  †  Our Parish Family  ..............................................................  MA 

 4:30PM  NO MASS  .................................................................................... MI 
   

 
 

Monday    January 8 - No Mass / No Adoration / No Confessions 
 

 

Tuesday  January 9 -  No Mass / No Adoration / No Confessions 

    

Wednesday  January 10 - No Mass / No Adoration / No Confessions 
               

Thursday  January 11 - No Mass / No Adoration / No Confessions 
 

Friday   January 12 - No Mass / No Adoration / No Confessions 
   
 

Saturday  January 13 

4:30PM   †  Dorothy Schwallier by M/M Tom Schwallier  .............  MA 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:30 PM—4:15 PM - St Mary    
 

Sunday    January 14 

8:30AM  †  Louis & Rose Goosen by Dave & Pat Goosen .............. MI 

10:30AM  †  Winnie Spencer by Mel Snowdin  ..................................  MA 

 4:30PM  †  Winnie Spencer by Mary Bueche  ..................................... MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:30 PM—4:15 PM - St Michael  
                            

   

MA=St. Mary          MI=St. Michael’s 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers 

 
January 13 - 

4:30PM 

January 14 -  

10:30AM 

Sacristan Vito Dolci Gary Karr 

Altar  

Servers 

MaKaelyn Britt 

Kassidy Britt 

Noah Davis 

Calvin Davis 

Precious  

Body 

Deacon Tom  

Paul Madura 

Keith Anderson 

Deacon Tom 

Bruce Kamp 

Need One 

Precious 

Blood 

Angie Hanks 

Mary Kirkwood 

Breton Petrauskas 

Geary Farrell 

Becky Warners 

Margie Jirous 

Jim Fritz 

Janette Ney 

Hospitality 

 
Jeff Schneider 

Need Three 

Anthony Leale 

Nettie Leale 

Leonard Horter 

Need One 

Lector Nicolette Looks John Klein 

Music Bernie Stanko Bernie Stanko 

Epiphany of the Lord 

The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek 

epiphainen, a verb that means "to shine upon," "to           

manifest," or “to make known.” Thus, the feast of the 

Epiphany celebrates the many ways that Christ has 

made Himself known to the world, mainly the three 

events that manifested the mission and divinity of 

Christ: the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), the           

baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at Cana 

(John 2:1-11). 
 

Epiphany Prayer 

Dear Jesus, as You led the Three Kings to You by the 

light of a star, please 

draw us ever closer to 

You by the light of Faith. 

Help us to desire You as 

ardently as they did. 

Give us the grace to 

overcome all the                    

obstacles that keep us 

far from You. May we, 

like them, have something to give You when we appear 

before You.  

Amen 

https://diocesan.com/app-messages/epiphany-of-the-lord


Parish Prayer Line—  
If you would like to request a prayer for our parish prayer line please 

contact Chris Albrecht at 616-403-7110 or Judy Driedger at  

616-899-2470. 

Giving Back to God  
December 31, 2023 

Adult Envelopes $6,041.00 

Loose Cash $335.00 

Children’s Envelopes $10.05 

Holy Day $295.00 

Total $6,681.05 

Building Fund $100.00 

Thank you for your continued support! 

St. Michael’s Parish Family 
Remembers in Their Prayers:  Kevin Johnson,  Anne Pols,  

Alexandria Gordon, George Langlois, Brooke Campbell, Linda Abel-Carroll,   

Jackie May, Dennis Goosen, Jean Mayse, Ken Heflin, Payton  

Patterson, the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military. 

St. Michael’s Faith Formation 

St. Michael’s 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

for special intentions   

of St. Michael’s Parishioners 

St. Michael’s Parish News 

January 7, 2024  ~  The Epiphany of the Lord  

Have you considered 

St. Michael’s Preschool 

for your child or grand-

child? If not, you 

should! Come see what 

a great experience St. 

Michael’s Preschool can 

provide. Come meet our Director/Teacher, Cindy 

Lindberg! Preschool meets on MWF from 8:45—

11:45 am. For more info,  call the Parish Office at 

616-384-4026.    

St. Michael’s Preschool 

Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word: program is offered on 

Sunday during 8:30 Mass. Chil-

dren 3-9 years old are welcome 

to join us each week as we pray, 

read and explore the Sunday 

Gospel from a child’s viewpoint. 

We include the Gospel Acclama-

tion so children understand the 

importance of preparing our 

mind and heart for the Gospel reading. CLW will be on break until Janu-

ary 14, 2024. May your family share special moments celebrating the 

New Year!    

 

Elementary Faith Formation:  The elementary program is for students in 

grades 1-5. We meet on Wednesday from 6:15- 7:30 pm. Elementary faith 

Formation is on Christmas break and will resume on January 10, 

2024. Have a safe and blessed Christmas Season!     

  

Middle School Faith Formation:  Grades 6, 7 and 8 will meet on Sundays 

after the 8:30 am Mass from 9:45 to 11:15 in the Youth Room. The 8th Grade 

students will also receive Confirmation Preparation. Middle School Faith 

Formation will be on Christmas break and will resume on January 

14, 2024. May you and your family experience the true meaning of 

Christmas and keep it with you throughout the New Year! 

Scrip News— Thank you to our 10  

families who purchased Scrip this week. Our total 

profit was $67.70. Happy New Year!  Thank you 

to everyone who supported Scrip in 2023.  

Our profit for the year is $5,057.15.   

CSA 2023 — Thank you for your gifts to 2023 Catholic Services Ap-

peal! Your generous support funds essential diocesan ministries that strength-

en us in Christ. Our parish goal for 2023 is $59,280.00 and 100% participation, 

which means every parishioner should return their pledge card. To date, we 

have pledged $44,875 (or 75.70%) toward our goal. We still have $14,405.00 

to go to reach this goal. If you haven’t already contributed, please consider 

doing so soon. Any remaining balance at the end of the campaign will come 

out of our general operating funds. Please continue to pray for the success of 

this important effort. 

Photo Directory — If you haven’t al-

ready turned in your family photo for our directo-

ry, please do so ASAP. You may email a photo to: 

secretary@saintmichaels.us or call the office (616) 

384.4026 to schedule a time to stop in and have a 

simple photo taken by Beki. It is not too late to 

take part, and we want all to be included! 

Men’s Retreat —  
     All men are welcomed to join us for our annual 

men’s retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in 

DeWitt, Michigan, The retreat will be hosted the 
weekend of  January 26-28. 

     The retreat Theme this year is The gift of the Eucha-

rist: Retreat for Revival 
     Suggested Donation is $200.00.  "Knights of Co-

lumbus Scholarship funds” are available, please feel 

free to privately contact  Fr. Michael Hodges for 

more information. Car pooling will also be availa-
ble,  

     For more information about the Retreat house.  

https://www.stfrancis.ws/weekend-retreats. 
     If you are interested in attending , contact Mark 

Phillips 616-550-2766. Or Joe LeMieux 616-888-

9106. 

https://www.stfrancis.ws/weekend-retreats


Cluster News and Community News and Events 

January 7, 2024 ~  The Epiphany of The Lord  

Fr Mike’s Musings 

 For the past number of months, people have questions 

about good and evil, sparked by the recent pandemic, the ongoing 

wars in Ukraine and Gaza, the social upheavals in our own country 

caused by specific agenda movements. The battle between good and 

evil has been waged since the very beginning of mankind. We see it in 

the Garden of Eden between the serpent and Adam and Eve, and we 

see it in the Gospel today between Herod and Jesus.                                                  

 Herod did not grow up in Judea but in neighboring Idumea and he was not a 

Jew. He was highly ambitious and made a visit to the Rome to curry favor with the 

emperor Augustus Caesar and his court. It worked; he was given limited rule as a 

client-king (overseen by the Roman governor of Syria) over the province of Judea and 

the title “King of the Jews”, which was a purely honorary title and engendered the 

animosity of his Jewish subjects. Then when he went to Judea after his trip to Rome, 

he had to get rid of the current client-king in Judea, Antigonus, which he did by                 

sending him away for execution—with Roman approval. He had one of his wives killed 

and her parents and two of his sons, and since he did not eat pork out in an attempt 

to placate his Jewish subjects, Augustus is reported to have said, “It is better to be 

Herod’s pig than Herod’s son.” In today’s Gospel, we see Herod plotting against Jesus, 

using the unsuspecting Magi, and hoping to find out from them the whereabouts of the 

child. Herod’s trick did not work because divine intervention sent them home a                      

different way so then and angered Herod became even more devious as he had all 

young boys in the region of Bethlehem killed—‘The Holy Innocents’.                                     

 Although Herod tried very hard to do away with Jesus, he did not succeed. 

In the Gospel account of Herod, we see Heaven intervening three times to block his 

evil plans. The first was when the Magi were warned to go home a different way, the 

second was when Joseph was told to take Jesus and Mary to Egypt for safety, and the 

third time was when Joseph was told that Herod had died and ‘The Holy Family’ could 

return to their homeland. Herod did not succeed in his evil intentions. In the midst of 

all this upheaval, Mary and Joseph would have known to place their trust in God; they 

both  had been visited by an angel who informed them of God’s plans for them and 

their child several times.                            

 Although there were risks involved, everything was working out according 

to the Divine plan. They would have known to trust in God because in the end, evil 

will never win or succeed. This is a constant message in the Sacred Scriptures. God 

will win the victory. So, when we have questions about good and evil, it is good to 

remember that no matter what, God will triumph over evil. We see this many times 

in the Gospels; we see Jesus winning the victory over Satan during His fast in the      

desert and every time He cast out demons and cured diseases. Satan was very active 

at the time of Jesus’ Passion and death, but we see Jesus winning the ultimate victory 

at His Resurrection. So let us take courage,  because if we have true faith and trust in 

God’s plans, then we already know the outcome. No matter what the circumstances 

are now, no matter how bleak and hopeless things may appear, we know that God 

will win in the end. That is our ‘Epiphany’, our great realization as disciples of Jesus 

Christ; victor over Herod, victor over Satan, true King of the Jews, ruler of us all. 

Amen and Alleluia! 

Meal Train for Fr Mike 

Looking for a New Year's resolution? How about cooking an occasional meal for    

Fr Mike?? It really is as easy as making an extra serving of whatever you are preparing 

your family for dinner. Put it in a microwavable container and drop it off at the Parish 

Office on your way to (or home) from work.. Or call the office to make special drop 

off arrangements. Scheduling now for the 2024  (Sign up online: or call the parish                 

office) https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/8vv97n 

          

Please Pray for our Engaged Couples 
 

Julia Delaney & Logan Brouwer 

………………..April 13, 2024 (Cathedral of St Andrew)                                                                           

Rachel Berg & Joseph Elenbaas 

…………………………September 21, 2024 (St Mary)                                                                           

Lord God, the source of all love, the wise plan of your                     

providence has brought these young people  

together. As they prepare  themselves for the 

sacrament of marriage and pray for your 

grace, grant that, strengthened by your bless-

ing, they may grow in their respect for one 

another and cherish each other with a sin-

cere love. We ask this through Christ our Lord,   

Amen 

Blessings on the 2nd Anniversary 

Of your Diaconate Ordination 

January 8, 2022 -   January 8, 2024 
 

Deacon Tom, Thank you for your dedication to our 

Parish Cluster.  We are grateful to have you as our    

Deacon.  May God's blessing and guidance be with you 

as you continue to follow the calling he has given you.   

Discerning the Diaconate Meetings 

Is God calling you to discern a vocation to become a 

deacon? The Office of Diaconate Formation invites men 

with interest or questions about discernment and for-

mation to an informational session. Pick a session that 

works best for you.  Meetings are from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

-Jan. 8, 2024, March 11, 2024, -May 6, 2024,  

To RSVP or learn more, contact Dcn. Jerry Roersma, 

director of diaconate formation, at 616-288-0913 or 

jroersma@GRdiocese.org 

Please Note:  Fr Mike will be out of the office January 8-12.  

For non-emergencies please contact your Parish Office. 

For emergencies please contact: 616.745.1409 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/8vv97n
mailto:jroersma@GRdiocese.org


Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael  

St. Mary’s  Parish News 

Giving Back to God ~ Time, Talent & Treasure 

St Mary Religious Education 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW )               

During 10:30AM Mass.  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumed today.                   

Welcome back.   
 

Today in Children's Liturgy of the Word we asked the 

question: 

How can we be like the Three Kings, the Magi? 

The Magi saw a new star in the sky that they 

followed to lead them to Christ.  All Christians are  

called to be like Christ’s light, to reflect his love to 

others and serve as a beacon to those who do not yet 

know him.   
 

 

Religious Education Classes  
1st-7th Grade  

Wednesdays at Hall / 6:15- 7:30pm 

8th Grade -Confirmation Classes  

Wednesdays at Hall / 6:15- 7:30pm 

Will be on Christmas/New Years break.  

Classes will resume this Wednesday, January 10. 

We look forward to seeing everyone.  
 

 

Questions or comments: 

Please contact the Parish Office. 616.677.3934  

or dre@saintmarysmarne.org  

Knights of Columbus #11581 News 
 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A KNIGHT 

We are Catholic men who lead, serve, protect and defend. We share a 

desire to be better husbands, fathers, sons, neighbors and role models and 

to put charity and community first. 

To learn more about the Knights of Columbus' activities and what they do to      

support our parish community, the surrounding area and the world, please contact 

Grand Knight: Rob Rander at:  robrander82@gmail.com or come to a General               

Membership Meeting.  Meetings are held the 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00pm in   

St Mary's Parish Hall.    

Next Meeting - January 4 at 7PM at the Parish Hall.  
 

SAVE THE DATE!  Breakfast & Blood Drive - Feb 4, 2024  

Register : https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/

drive_schedule/156075 

Save the Date - Feb 10, 2024 
 

The St Mary Valentine Dinner and Dance is back… Watch the               

bulletin for more details and ticket  information.  

Thank you for your continued support  and generosity! 

Catholic Service Appeal 2023 
Thank you for your gifts to 2023 Catholic 

Services  Appeal! Your generous  support 

funds essential  diocesan ministries that 

strengthen us in Christ.  

CSA  2023 Pledge Goal: $51,834.00 

Total Pledges Made: $46,280.00 (90%)                                         

Balance:  $5,554.00 

Participation: 121 of 292 Active Households  (42%)                        

Totals as of December 18, 2023   

Thank you for your stewardship 
Please Note, if we do not reach the parish goal set by the            
diocese, the shortage will need to come out of our church                

operating account.  Please help us reach our goal and send 
in your pledge card ASAP. card,  

Winter Weather Closings 

When there is inclement weather and Coopersville 

Public Schools or Kenowa Hills Public Schools are 

closed. The Parish Offices will be closed and all events 

scheduled for that day will be cancelled. Daily Mass will 

also be cancelled. The Mass intention for that day will be 

rescheduled at our earliest opportunity.  

Warming Drive 

Our Lady of Fatima Guild will be having a  warming drive                     

during the month of January. Warm Hats, socks, gloves/

mittens, scarves and GENTLY used coats will be collected to 

donate to In the  Image, Mel Trotter Ministries and                    

Coopersville Cares. A collection box will be in the  Narthex. 

Thank you for your support. 

St. Mary’s Sponsor of the Week 

   CHULSKI’S SALT SERVICE  

“Salt is All We Do”  ~  616.6771700  ~  chulskisaltservice.com 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN! 

Attendance at Mass:  4th Sunday Christmas 

Dec 23     4:30PM:   140      Dec 24   10:30AM:  81                                 

Dec 24     4:00PM:    301                  9:00PM:  91                                                         

Dec 25     10:30AM  103    

Adult Contributions $5621.00 $2843.00 

Children Contributions $9.00 $28.25 

Loose Contributions $293.00 $610.25 

Capital Improvement $45.00 0 

Online Giving $570.00 $200.00 

Total $6538.00 $3681.50 

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget n/a n/a 

Budget vs Actual to Date (since July 1) n/a n/a 

2023 Church Contributions 

2023 Contribution Statements will be available in the Nar-

thex no later than January 28.  Please pick up after Mass 

or during parish open office hours.  If you would like yours 

mailed or emailed, please call the parish office. Thank You.  

Please Note: In an effort to save money on postage 

we will only mail statements if requested. 

Children’s Choir - 4PM Christmas Eve Mass.  

Thank you for sharing your talents with our Parish Family 

https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/156075
https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/156075



