
15164 Juniper Dr., Marne MI  49435 
616.677.3934  •  www.saintmarysmarne.org 

17150 88th Ave., Coopersville, MI  49404 
616.384.4026  •  www.saintmichaels.us 

July 20, 2025  ●  The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Mary Parish Staff 
St. Mary Parish Office Hours 
Monday ......... 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Tuesday ......... 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Wednesday 9:00AM - 11:30AM 
Thursday .... 9:00AM to 4:30PM 
Friday ............................. Closed 
 
Deacon 
Tom Roberts 
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Business Manager 
Todd Kline 
businessmanager@ 
saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Parish Secretary 
Cathie VanGessel 
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Director of Faith Formation 
Debbie Veneklase 
dre@saintmarysmarne.org 

Director of O.C.I.A 
Adult Bible Study 
Jill Brown 
 

Maintenance 
Jim Looks 
 

Custodian 
Marian Looks 
 

Liturgical Minister 
Gary Karr 
gkarr@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Music Director 
Dr. Bernie Stanko 
616.490.3836 
berniestanko@hotmail.com 
 
St Mary Prayer Line 
616.677.3934 or                                     
Linda at 677.3269                                   
For evening requests call 
Darlene 616.453.0157 or                          
email  bfa1414@yahoo.com 
 

Saint Michael Parish Staff 
St. Michael Office Hours 
Monday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Tuesday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Wednesday ... 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Thursday ......................... Closed 
Friday .......... 9:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
Deacon 
Tom Roberts 
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Business Manager 
Todd Kline 
bsmgr@saintmichaels.us 
 
Parish Secretary 
Beki Rotman 
secretary@saintmichaels.us 
 
Director of Faith Formation 
Debbie Veneklase 
childrensministry@saintmichaels.us 

Director of O.C.I.A 
Cliff Kozminski 
616.437.5318 
 

Maintenance 
David Goosen 
 

Custodian 
Carol Reens 
 

Liturgical Minister 
Kevin Kilpatrick 
liturgy@saintmichaels.us 
 
Scrip Coordinator 
Brenda Kilpatrick 
616.837.6363 
 
St Michael 
Prayer Line 
Chris Albrecht 
616-403-7110 
 

Judy Driedger 
616-899-2470 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Hodges 
frmhodges@grpriests.org   ●  For emergencies please call: 616.745.1409 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Tuesday and 
Thursday ........... 12:30PM to 1:30PM  ●  St. Mary 
Wednesday and 
Friday ............12:30PM to 1:30PM  ●  St. Michael 
Saturday .......... 3:00PM to 3:45PM  ●  St. Michael 
 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday .......... 4:00PM  ●  St Michael 
Sunday ............. 8:30AM  ●  St Michael 
Sunday ............... 10:30AM  ●  St Mary 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Tuesday ...................... 12:00PM  ●  St Mary 
Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30PM 
Wednesday ........... 12:00PM  ●  St Michael 
Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30PM 
Thursday .................... 12:00PM  ●  St Mary 
Friday .................... 12:00PM  ●  St Michael 



St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers 
 July 26 —4:00PM July 27 —8:30AM 

Altar  
Servers 

Kassidy Britt 
MaKaelyn Britt 

Bryson Lindberg 
Reid Lindberg 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon Tom 
Sue Felicioni 
NEED ONE 

Deacon Tom 
Debbie Veneklase 

Chris Albrecht 
Denise Nelson 
Jennie Taylor 
Kenny Harker 
Peter Nielsen 

Lector Rob Guilbault Mary Guilbault 
Sacristan Sue DeVos Rosemary Weigel 

Ushers NEED TWO 

Wade Lindberg 
Ed Irwin 

Curt DeVos 
Duane Snowdin 

Music Bernie Stanko Bernie Stanko 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

Saturday  July 19 
4:00PM   † Steven Rohen by Norm & Barb Rohen ........................... MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael 
 
 

Sunday    July 20 
8:30AM  † Barbara Bellamy by Dave & Sharon Carlson  .................. MI 
10:30AM  † Chuck Klein by M/M John Hansknecht…. ......……..…MA 
 
 
 

Monday  July 21     No Mass 
 

Tuesday  July 22    
12:00PM      † Eleanor May by M/M Duanne Perrin……………….MA 
                                  Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm  
      Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary 
   

Wednesday  July 23 
 12:00PM   † Kathie Poelma by Ruth Hecksel .............................................. MI 
           Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm  
           Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Michael 
  

Thursday  July 24 
12:00M       † James Potts by Knights of Columbus #11581………MA 
                                 Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary 
 

 Friday    July 25 
 12:00PM   † Joan Nemecek by Joe Hitchings  ............................................. MI 
       Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm  
       Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Michael 
     
Saturday  July 26 
4:00PM   † Richard & Marie Barkel by Ray & Kathy Maka ............... MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael 
 
 

Sunday    July 27 
8:30AM  † Paula Raczkiewicz-Kelly by Pam Raczkiewicz .................. MI 
10:30AM  † Chuck Klein by M/M Larry Antcliff…..…. ......……..…MA   

 

 
MA=St. Mary          MI=St. Michael’s 

 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers 
 July 27 —10:30AM 

Sacristan Need one 

Altar  
Servers 

Noah Davis 
Calvin Davis 

Eli Earle 

Precious  
Body 

Deacon Tom 
Nettie Leale 
Need one 

Precious 
Blood 

Becky Warners 
Bruce Kamp 
Geary Farrell 

Hospitality 
 Leonard Horter 

Lector Rita Carmody 

Music Bernie Stanko 

Scripture Readings for the Week of July 20, 2025 
 

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 18:1-10a; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5; Col 1:24-28; Lk 10:38-42 
Monday Ex 14:5-18; Ex 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 
 Sgs 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 
 11-18 
Wednesday Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 27-28; Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; Mt 13:10-17 
Friday Feast of Saint James, Apostle  
 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Mt 20:20-28 
Saturday Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15; Mt 13:24-30  
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8; Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 

Pray for Vocations 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Cluster News and Community News and Events

July 20, 2025 ~ The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Catholic Service Appeal - 2025
Thank you for your gifts to 2025 Catholic Services
Appeal! Your generous support funds essential
diocesan ministries that strengthen us in Christ. Every gift,
regardless of the amount, is important in this effort.
Our parish goal for 2025 is:
Thank you for your stewardship!

Please keep in mind that any amount raised over our goal is
returned 100% to the parish. Please continue to pray for the
success of this important effort.

St Michael
CSA 2025 Pledge Goal: $52,297.00
Total Pledges Made: $ 29,910.00 (57%)
Balance: $22,387.00
Participation: 75 of 255 - Active Households (29%)
Totals as of July 14, 2025

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN!

St Mary
CSA 2025 Pledge Goal: $50,516.00
Total Pledges Made: $43,855.00 (87%)
Balance: $6,661.00
Participation: 89 of 260 Active - Households (35%)

Diocesan Employment Opportunities
We’re looking for you!
Catholic schools, parishes, affiliated organizations, and the diocese are hiring!
See available opportunities at: grdiocese.org/employment/

Fr Mike’s Musings
Some say that they work hard, don’t harm anyone, so that makes

them a good Christian, although they admit that they don’t pray. I would
probably respond, “If you do your work well, you don’t harm anyone, but you
don’t pray, what is the difference between you and a computer?” No difference.
Computers work well, harm no one, and don’t pray. We can get so busy that we forget
what life is about. We can get so involved in pursuing the things money can buy that we
forget the things money can’t buy. Jesus never said to work always, but He did say to
pray always (Luke 18:1). We are not meant to be workaholics.

In the Gospel for this week Martha was distracted with all the serving while
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet listening to Him. No doubt Martha would describe herself as
someone who did her work well and didn’t harm anyone. But it did not bring her peace
of mind; she was vexed with her sister, but Jesus was not entirely satisfied with her
either:

Clearly, working well and harming no one is not nearly as good as also spend-
ing time with Jesus. Martha learned that Jesus would be much happier if she spent time
with Him rather than trying to impress Him by running all over the house doing chores.
We would be much more pleasing to Jesus if we spent time with him in prayer every
day as well as doing good, rather than being a do-gooder who does not pray. We
should strive to spend a substantial amount of time in prayer every day, at least as much
time as we spend working to achieve the things that do not promise happiness, or that
we can carry with us into the next life. Two minutes, three minutes, or five minutes is
not enough.

Time spent in prayer is not time wasted. It is the most fruitful time of all. For
beginners, prayer may not be easy but for those who persevere, it is certainly reward-
ing. We live such busy lives that sometimes we might not even be aware of what is real-
ly going on deep within us. We only become aware when we take the time to quiet
down, contemplate, and pray.

Usually, people call the awareness during prayer of what is happening deep
within them “distractions”, but these distractions are often messages to help us get our
lives in order. Distractions can be of many kinds. If something painful from the past
keeps popping into our head during prayer, that may signal that God wants to give us
the grace of healing that wound in prayer. That wound is an obstacle to our closeness
with God and needs to be healed. Then we must ask God in prayer to heal that wound.
Whatever emotions or desires arise in our mind during prayer may be a message to us
to bring that matter before the Lord to have it resolved. When we meet Jesus in prayer
we will be uplifted and have a much more enjoyable life.

The time that we sacrifice in prayer is time that serves as a form of spiritual
“profit”. And this is profit that we can most certainly carry with us into the next life.

“Martha, Martha, you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are
needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part,

it is not to be taken from her” (Luke 10:41-42

Will you help us Top off the Truck?
Diapers are a basic need, and the cost of diapers can be a
financial burden to many families. That’s why Catholic
Charities West Michigan is hosting its second “Top Off the
Truck” diaper drive event for St. Gianna’s No Cost Baby
Boutique!
In 2024 alone, 4,500 families and 7,430 children entered
the doors of St. Gianna’s seeking support.
Please consider helping parents and children in need by
topping off our truck with these essential diapers!
July 30 - 2-6 p.m.
St. Gianna’s No Cost Baby Boutique,
1400 Plainfield Ave. NE, Grand Rapids
For more information,
please visit ccwestmi.org/top-off-the-truck/

Have You Been Struggling in Your Marriage?
Are you feeling lost, alone, or disconnected from your spouse? Do frustration, anger,
or constant arguments seem to overshadow your relationship? Maybe you've stopped
communicating altogether, or talking feels like it only makes things worse.
There is hope. Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī) offers a lifeline for marriages in dis-
tress. This program provides practical tools to help couples heal, rediscover love, and
rebuild a stronger, more fulfilling relationship.
Join us for the next Retrouvaille weekend: Sept. 12-14
To learn more, register, or sponsor a couple, contact us:
p. 616-980-6029
e. retrograndrapids@gmail.com
www. retrouvaille.org
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St. Mary’s  Parish News 

Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael  

Thank you for your              
continued support and                 
generosity! To donate now, 
open your phone camera, 
scan the QR code and          
follow instructions. 

 
 
  
 
 

St Mary Faith Formation 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW):                
Pre-School thru 2nd Grade During 10:30 AM Mass. 
CLW is on Summer break. 
This is the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  
In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus visits the home of Mary and            
Martha, highlighting the importance of prioritizing time 
with God over busyness. We are reminded to always put 
listening to Jesus first. 
1st-7th Grade Faith Formation Classes -                     
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm  
 

8th Grade -  Confirmation Classes -                           
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm  
Faith Formation classes will be on break until the fall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration is now open for the 2025/2026 school 
year.  Forms are available online or in the Narthex. 
Register ONLINE HERE: https://
www.saintmarysmarne.org/religious-education-elementary  
 

Classes resume in September. We are working on class 
lists and ordering books and supplies. To help 
us get an accurate number of students, please take a   
minute and register your child(ren) today. 
 

For more information or any questions on any of these 
programs Please contact Debbie Veneklase at 
dre@saintmarysmarne.org  or 616.677.3934 

 

VBS News 
We had a AWESOME week this year at VBS!                     
The enthusiasm and faithful community of the kids and 
volunteers were great. This past week the students            
embarked on an exciting journey through the life of Christ. 
The children had a fun time learning and celebrating The 
Liturgical Seasons. This years VBS Chores For Change 
raised $372.16 for Our Lady of Fatima Guild. The funds 
will go toward their annual school supply drive. Great job 
students! Thank you to all of our VBS'S who raised the 
money through chores.  Thanks to all who helped set up 
and to the station leaders, crew leaders, kitchen crew, and 
the many behind-the-scenes volunteers who helped wher-
ever they were needed throughout the week! A special 
Thank You to everyone who donated items to this pro-
gram. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Thank you!   
Cindy Lindberg & Debbie Veneklase Giving Back to God 

School Supply Drive 
Our Lady of Fatima Guild is hosting their annual school supply drive.              
Donations of backpacks, lunch boxes,  pencils,  notebooks, markers, and 
other school supplies would be appreciated.  Donations will be collected July 
20 through  Aug 10. There will be a box in the Narthex to place your donations.   

Mass: Attendance  7/13- 10:30AM:   146          
Adult Contributions $3660.00 

Children Contributions $15.97 

Loose Contributions $236.00 
Capital Improvement $225.00 
Online Giving $1470.00 

Total $5606.97 

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5396.55 
Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD-Actual  +$2361.30 

Save the  Date Parish Picnic - September 7 
Volunteer /  Informational                 

Meeting - August 19 -6 PM - Church 
Community Room 

Knights of Columbus  #11581 News 
How to become a Knight: You can enroll in the Knights of Columbus 
immediately as an “Online Member” by scanning the QR Code. Once 
you complete and submit the form on that page a local council will 
contact you.  For additional  Information or to learn more about what 
the Knights do, Contact  Grand Knight:  Bruce Kamp  
b.kamp@charter.net /  Phone 616-780-4941 
Upcoming Blood Drive & Community Breakfast   
Pre-Register here: 
Oct 12 
 https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/11598498 
 
 

Cor- Prayer, Formation &  Fraternity for Men 
The men of Knights of Columbus 11581 are excited to share the implementation of 
Cor, a new formation and fraternal opportunity for the men of our parish. Cor exists 
to form and strengthen Catholic men in faith and virtue as missionary disciples by 
drawing them into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through prayer, formation, 
and fraternity.  Cor will be held the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month at 7:00 am in 
the St. Mary’s community room.  This is open to all men of our parish cluster, not just 
knights.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Robert L at616.292.5964               
Upcoming COR Dates:  July 26, Aug 9, 23-7AM - Community Room 
 
Knight Person of the Month- July: Carl Spence 
Knight Family of the Month- July:  The Todd Davis Family                                              
The Knight Person / Family of the month is a way of recognizing  
someone who has gone above and beyond, or done something 
extra for the council or our church community. Congratulations 
and Thank your for service and commitment to our Parish Family!  
 

 

Funeral Luncheon Ministry 
Sadly, after 2 years of passionately leading up the funeral luncheons, Kelly Spence has 
given us notice that she will be stepping down from that role.  Kelly and her crew of 
volunteers not only prepared and served a wonderful lunch, but they also provided 
much needed love, support and empathy to the grieving families. We have greatly ap-
preciated her dedication to providing luncheons to our parish families in their times of 
need. With that being said, and after some brainstorming with Fr Mike, We will be mak-
ing a few changes to the Funeral Luncheon Ministry.. We invite you to attend an infor-
mal meeting to discuss our ideas for the future of this ministry. We would love to hear 
your feedback..  Please join us: Tuesday. July 29 at 11AM.. (stay for 12PM Mass after the 
meeting if you are able)   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Scrip News— Thank you to the
10 families who purchased Scrip this week.
Our total profit was $52.70. Fr. Mike has
requested a new line item for Scrip. You can
now have your profit go toward the purchase of new hymnals.

Giving Back to God
July 12/13 2025

Mass: Attendance 7/12– 4:00PM: 104

Mass: Attendance 7/13 8:30AM: 209

Adult Envelopes $3,871.00

Loose Cash $463.50

Children’s Envelopes $9.00

Total $4,343.50
Building Fund $25.00

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5,042.00

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD Actual +$1,004.17

Thank you for your continued support!

St. Michael’s Parish Family
Remembers in Their Prayers: Kevin Johnson, Anne Pols,
Alexandria Gordon, George Langlois, Brooke Campbell, Linda

Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, Dennis Goosen, Jean Mayse,
Ken Heflin, Marvin Hecksel, Payton Patterson, Pat Harlett,

the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military.

St. Michael’s Faith Formation

St. Michael’s
Sanctuary Lamp

for +Kathie Poelma
by the Poelma Family

St. Michael’s Parish News

July 20, 2025 ~ The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Faith Formation Registration school year 2025-2026: Attention families
with children ages 3 through grades 12. You can find registration forms on the
parish website and forms are also located in the church narthex.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: We are currently on Summer Break. We
will see you in September. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus visits the home of his
friends, Mary and Martha. Martha is busy getting everything ready for Jesus, like
preparing food. Mary is sitting quietly at Jesus' feet, listening to him talk. Martha
gets a little frustrated because she's working hard, and Mary isn't helping. She
asks Jesus if he minds that Mary isn't helping her. Jesus gently tells Martha that
Mary has chosen what is more important. He explains that spending time with
him, listening to his words, is the most important thing. This story teaches us
that it's good to serve others and help out, but it's even more important to
spend time with Jesus, listen to his words, and learn from him.

Elementary Faith Formation: The elementary program is for students in
grades 1-5. We meet on Wednesday from 6:00- 7:30 pm.

Middle School Faith Formation: Grades 6, 7 and 8 meet on Sundays from
9:45-11:15am. The 8th Grade students will also receive Confirmation Prepara-
tion. Our programs are on Summer break. Class will resume in September.

Online Giving — Now
there’s an even more convenient way to
contribute to St. Michael’s! To donate
now, open your phone camera, scan
the QR code and follow instructions.
Or text the word GIVE to: 616-384-5011.

Festival News

Save the Date
for Festival:
August 24, 2025
Now is the time to begin
thinking about how you can
volunteer or contribute to
the festival! Please grab a
couple packets of large raffle tickets after Mass to
sell to your friends and family!

Can You Help?

St. Michael’s Catholic Church
2025 Vacation Bible School
Date: Monday, July 28 – Thursday, July 31
Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.

2025 Vacation Bible School: Explore mountains of fun!
This year we will guide children through an engaging journey of faith, focus-

ing on the theme of friendship with God amidst the beauty of Alaska's wilder-
ness.

It's hard to find your way in a world gone wild. But we have Jesus-
our “True North!” Together, let's give kids a rock-solid foundation and point
them to Jesus - their unmovable, unshakable friend forever!

Registration forms are in the narthex and on parish website. Many volunteers are
needed! This is a great way to help our parish and get involved. If interested, please
contact Debbie Veneklase with any questions. (616) 384-4026.

We are looking for donations for VBS. If you are willing to make
a donation for teen snacks, please contact Debbie at 616-384-4026.

Prison and Jail Ministry of the Diocese of Grand
Rapids is collecting items for the Michigan Depart-
ment Of Corrections Offenders Success Reentry
Summit. The summit offers individuals on parole
and probation the opportunity to meet with sup-
port service providers. Items being requested in-
clude the following:
Wallets and gift cards to Salons/barbershops
and restaurants that do not serve alcohol.
New Backpacks, bath towels, hand towels
and wash cloths. Toiletries, such as sham-
poo, conditioners, body wash and lotion.
Items can be placed in the collection box in the
back of church until Wednesday July 23. Thank you
for your help!
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LIVING 
GOD’S 
WORD

DAVID M. 
KNIGHT

Baptism Makes Us Christ
Martha and Mary show us two attitudes that peo-

ple who love Jesus can choose to take.
This is not a choice between different voca-

tions in life—life in a monastery, for example, or life in the 
busy marketplace of this world. Nor is it a choice between 
personality types: Martha, the “organizing type,” or Mary, 
the kind of person who prefers to just rest in quiet related-
ness to others. What Mary chooses is called “better,” and 
it is a choice we are all urged by Jesus to make, regard-
less of our personalities or particular vocation within the 
Church.

What Jesus is teaching here is the attitude we should 
take toward himself, his Church and his religion—in oth-
er words, toward life itself.

For Martha life consists of “getting it done,” and she un-
derstands the Church as the organization Jesus founded 
to get done the things he came to do. To be “religious” is 
to participate in the Church’s activities in order to help 
accomplish her goals. Jesus is someone to work for.

Mary, on the other hand, understands life the way the 
catechism taught it: “We were created to know God, to 
love him, and to serve him”—in that order. First, we need 
to know God, because it is the only way to love him. And 
the service he wants of us presupposes deep, personal 
knowledge and love. To serve Jesus Christ as he desires, 
we have to be intimate with him. Christianity, then, is first 
and foremost a consecration to seeking knowledge and 
love of God through intimacy with Jesus Christ.

But intimacy with Jesus Christ is not something that 
can be achieved just through human efforts—because it is 
not just human intimacy. We believe that we are baptized 
into this intimacy by being baptized into union with Jesus 
in one shared life: his life. It is a mystical union, a mystery, 
the mystery of grace.

Our intimacy with Jesus is not just the fruit of reflect-
ing on his words, his life, his example. It presupposes this, 
of course, and requires it; but the real source of our inti-
macy with him is in the fact that we have been baptized 
“into Christ,” into his Body, into the life of grace which is 
a sharing in the divine life of God.

The Mass expresses this. The Mass begins with the “Lit-
urgy of the Word,” when we read the Scriptures, sing and 

pray together as an expression of our faith that Jesus is 
present among us, speaking to us now through his word, 
calling us to give expression to the Spirit who is rejoicing 
within us. We never celebrate Mass without readings from 
the Scriptures. Then we move into the “Liturgy of the 
Eucharist.” This begins with the Offertory, when we offer 
ourselves to God under the form of bread and wine, as we 
offered our human lives to him at Baptism, in order to be 
transformed more and more into Christ as his real Body 
on earth. John Paul II, quoting Saint Augustine, wrote: 
“By the work of the Spirit, Baptism radically configures 
the faithful to Christ in the Paschal Mystery of death and 
resurrection; it ‘clothes us’ in Christ’ (cf. Galatians 3:27). 
‘Let us rejoice and give thanks,’ exclaims Saint Augustine 
speaking to the baptized, ‘for we have become not only 
Christians, but Christ. Marvel and rejoice: we have be-
come Christ!”’ (The Splendor of Truth, no. 21).

As the Mass continues through the Eucharistic Prayer 
and the Consecration/Elevation, we who are the Body of 
Christ offer ourselves “in him” as members of the body 
he offers on the cross. We offer ourselves as Christ to the 
Father for the life of the world. Finally, the Mass ends with 
Communion, when Jesus gives himself to us as the food 
and life of our souls to be one with us as we are sent out to 
be his presence in the world.

All of this says to us that the real goal of our lives and 
of our religion is to be united to Jesus Christ in the in-
timacy of one shared life, sharing by grace in his mind, 
his heart, his desires, his power, his mission on earth. Our 
religion is to grow into union with Jesus so that we might 
act in union with him, as members of his Body on earth. 

July 20, 2025
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Genesis 18:1-10; Colossians 1:24-28;  
Luke 10:38-42
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Baptism both enables and dedicates us to do this. Baptism 
gives union.

Our religion is to live out what we celebrate at Mass: to 
reflect on Scripture and more: to offer ourselves for con-
tinual transformation as Christ’s real Body on earth. As 
“Mary,” united with Jesus in mind and heart and will, in 
the intimacy of one shared life, we do all the things “Mar-
tha” is concerned about without leaving our Lord’s feet, 
without ceasing to “listen to his words.” His words are also 
in our hearts, and we keep listening to them there.

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Sixteenth Week of the Year

Pray daily: Lord Jesus, you loved me enough to ask 
me to be your own body. You have shared your heart 
and your Spirit with me. I want to love you so much 
that in every word and action of my life my body 
will be yours. Help me to give to you what I have 
received. Amen.

Monday: Matthew 12:38-42: Jesus said, “An evil and un-
faithful generation seeks a sign, but no sign will be given 
it except the sign of Jonah the prophet.” Are you aware, on 
a daily basis, that Jesus counts on you to be the sign and 
proof of his resurrection? What is visible in your way of 
living that just does not make sense unless you see your-
self as the risen Body of Christ?

Tuesday: Matthew 12:46-50: Stretching out his hand to-
ward his disciples, Jesus said, “here are my mother and my 
brothers.” Do you feel you have the same claim on Jesus 
that his mother and brothers had? Do you let him have 
the same claim on you? How does this show in your life?

Wednesday: Matthew 13:1-9: Jesus told the parable, “A 
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on 
the path, and birds came and ate it up.” Do you look upon 
the words of Jesus as seeds growing within you? What 
fruit are they bearing? How do you nurture them?

Thursday: Matthew 13:10-17: Jesus said, “Blessed are 
your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they 
hear. Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear but did not hear it.” What do you see 
and hear that the great prophets did not? Do you try to do 
more than they did because of it? In what ways?

Friday: Matthew 13:18-23: Jesus said, explaining the par-
able of the sower, “The seed sown among thorns is the one 
who hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure 
of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed 
sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and un-
derstands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred 
or sixty or thirtyfold.” Which of these two descriptions do 
you relate to more? What, in the concrete, makes you feel 
this way?

Saturday: Matthew 13:24-30: The slaves of the household-
er came to him and said, “Master, did you not sow good 
seed in your field? Where, then did these weeds come 
from?” Which of your actions make it difficult for you to 
see yourself as Christ’s embodied presence on earth? Are 
they so unacceptable to Jesus that he would like to root 
them out at any cost? How do fear and pressure inhibit 
growth into the fullness of free, personal, loving dedica-
tion to God?

Living This Week’s Gospels
As Christian: Each day for a week, say to yourself when 
you wake and before every new action, “I am the embod-
ied presence of Jesus here.” Act accordingly.

As Disciple: Read just the first chapter of John Paul II’s 
letter, The Splendor of Truth. It may be the shortest, deep-
est explanation in existence of what it means to be a Chris-
tian.

As Prophet: Find a way to remind yourself over and over 
again all day that you are the embodied presence of Jesus. 
Try to make your every word, choice and action consistent 
with this truth.

As Priest: Whenever you are called upon this week to do 
something difficult or to sacrifice yourself for others, say 
with Jesus, “My flesh for the life of the world!” and give 
yourself to it as Jesus gave himself to the cross.

As King: Every place you go, every room you enter this 
week, take responsibility for what is going on there. Do 
what you can do to bring everything into conformity with 
the values of Christ. Use Jesus’ means (persuasion and 
love, not intimidation or force).
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